
Proclaiming
the sovereign
grace
of our
Covenant
God
upon
the basis
of His
Holy Word

Jesus said,
“And other
sheep I have
which are 
not
of this fold:
them also I
must bring,
and there
shall be one
fold, and 
one
shepherd,”
John 10:16
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To the Loveland Congregation
and the churches  
       November, 2008 

          

Dear Brethren

The past few months have been very busy as we worked toward the 
conference in October. I will discuss the conference toward the end of  
this letter, as there are also many other things which have been develop-
ing. 

In August when Elders Ray Ezinga and Leon Griess were here, 
they conducted family visitation  with the families on the mission fi eld 
and were able to be present when we rejoiced in the baptism of  Oli-
ver James Lathrop, who was born in the beginning of  July. Rev. Steve 
Houck preached for us the last week in August and fi rst week in Sep-
tember which allowed me to take a brief  family vacation at the end of  
the month. We were very thankful for his willingness to help, especially 
as he had only a brief  stop at home after a three-week absence on pulpit 
supply in Edmonton before coming to Spokane. 

At the beginning of  September, I attended the missions lectures in 
Grand Rapids, which also provided time for meetings and other fel-
lowship. While there, the Lord added another child to the fellowship, 
Patrick Ryan Duerr, the second child born in the fellowship this sum-
mer. The Lord is establishing His covenant with the families here in 
their generations, building His church in covenant households.  An-
other family is expecting a child in March next year. We give thanks for 
this growth of  the fellowship from within. Patrick will be baptized on 
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Sunday nights over two weekends. This was 
a rich blessing for the fellowship here, and 
on behalf  of  the fellowship I want to thank 
him and his wife for their fellowship and 
labor among us. 

The seminar itself  took an unusual direc-
tion. Before speaking of  that aspect, I should 
mention that the instruction served the core 
group well and that there were a number 
of  visitors from the community. One indi-
vidual also drove up from Nevada to be at 
the conference. Professor Hanko preached in 
the morning services on the two Sundays as 
well. The unusual turn took the form of  an 
entire group of  thirty or more who attended 
the conference, They were led by Rev. Jon 
Smith, who left our churches some years 
ago, after which he labored in various places, 
the last being an OPC church in Florida. A 
few years ago he left the OPC and moved 
with his married children, an elder, and 
remaining members of  his Florida church to 
Post Falls, Idaho, just over the border from 
Spokane. The Smith group, including some 
who have joined his group in Idaho, came to 
the sermon series in its entirety. Because of  
the size of  the group, they tended to swamp 
the other visitors to our mission fellowship. 

As the Lord uses His Word to gather and 
build His church, directing also those whom 
He gathers under it, we leave the fruit of  the 
conference in His wisdom. We thank those 
who send cards and letters to encourage us 
and covet your prayers as we continue the 
work of  missions here.

Yours in Christ,
Rev. Thomas Miersma
Western Home Missionary of  the P.R.C.

November 17, when representatives from 
Loveland, Rev. Rodney Miersma and Elder 
Marvin Schwarz, are present. 

A number of  individuals have returned 
who attended last winter and spring and 
were gone over the summer. One of  them 
is an Eastern Washington student who lives 
in the western part of  the state. Two others 
are a young couple in their mid-twenties, 
Fred Johnston and Rebecca Weiland. Fred 
returned in mid-September and Rebecca at 
the beginning of  October. When Rebecca 
returned, they announced their intention to 
be married in the new year. They are also 
planning on joining the fellowship, and I am 
working with them toward membership in 
the coming year. As Fred has not been bap-
tized, this will take some time yet. It will also 
be the fourth adult baptism in Spokane. 

We are thankful for these blessings, as 
the Lord not only is gathering His church 
in the generations, but also from outside 
the fellowship. It is striking that this growth  
has primarily been young couples, many of  
whom have come from non-Christian or 
very nominally Christian backgrounds. It 
is striking too that the Lord brings them as 
believing couples, who go up to the house 
of  the Lord together. Outside our churches, 
one is more likely to meet a situation where 
one spouse is a believer and attends church 
with the children, while the other spouse 
does not. This has not been the case in our 
labors in Spokane, where God is gathering 
and establishing believing covenant house-
holds. The Lord is also raising up men in 
the fellowship with the gifts and qualifi ca-
tions for offi ce in His church. 

At the beginning of  October, Professor 
Herman Hanko was in Spokane to lead a 
seminar on the doctrine of  the covenant. 
The sermons were on successive Friday and 


