Synod 2018: Thursday, June 14, 2018

After opening devotions, synod considered the report of the Contact Committee. One of the
highlights of the day was the speeches from the representatives of our sister churches.

Elder Leong Fai Chong from the Covenant Evangelical Church in Singapore expressed gratitude
for the many benefits of the sister church relationship: the ministry of Rev. Lanning and his family,
pulpit supply while they are without a pastor, and faithful seminary instruction for their students.
Rev. Van Overloop assured them also of the great blessing the relationship is for us.

« Rev. Angus Stewart, representing the Covenant PRC in N. Ireland extended the greetings of the

CPRCNI to synod, the PRCA, and the our sister churches. He expressed their hearty thanks for
the literature, faithful pulpit supply, church visitors, and financial support from the PRCA.

- When we came to the material concerning our contact with the PRC in the Philippines, Rev.

Leovino Trinidad addressed synod. He expressed thanks for the gracious work of the Lord in
forming the PRCP. He also expressed great thanks for the missionaries from the PRCA and the
sister church relationship.

Also letters were read from two other contacts we have. A letter was read from the BERG, the
congregation in Giessen, Germany, with whom the PRCA has contact. And a letter was read from
the Evangelical Presbyterian Churches in Australia.

Here are some other highlights of the work of synod regarding the Contact Committee report.
- Synod approved the calling of a minister-on-loan to provide a pastor for our sister church in

Singapore. Grandville PRC was again appointed the calling church for the calling of the MOL.
With much thanksgiving synod approved the implementation of sister-church relations with the
Protestant Reformed Churches in the Philippines after our other sisters in Singapore and N. Ireland
expressed they have no objections to establishing the sister-church relationship. After this was
approved, Rev. Van Overloop addressed Rev. Trinidad and Rev. Holstege expressing our thanks at
what God has given to us in the sister church relationship. Synod sang Ps. #371 and Prof. Gritters
offered a prayer of thanksgiving.

One of the main issues this synod must consider is Psalter revision. Two things to note here:

Synod considered the protest of Mr. Peter Vander Schaaf who protested the decision of Synod
2017, Article 82, in which synod instructed the Contact Committee “to poll our consistories in
order to gauge denominational support for the project of Psalter revision...” After careful
consideration and a lengthy discussion, the brother’s protest was not sustained.

Then synod discussed a recommendation of the pre-advice committee regarding the work of
Psalter revision. After a lengthy discussion, synod decided to recommit the matter to the
committee for reformulation. Synod anticipates treating this matter Friday morning.

Synod dealt with a few other matters this afternoon:

Synod considered matters dealing with domestic missions. Synod approved the budget and
expressed its thanks to Rev. and Alva Spriensma and to Byron Center PRC for for their faithful
work and assured them of our prayers for God’s blessing upon their labors.

Synod expressed its thanks to Chuck Terpstra for his work of overseeing our denominational
website, and thanked Luke Bomers, Brad Kamminga, and Alex Postma for their help with the
website and the denominational app.

Finally, synod treated a few recommendations from the catechism book committee. Synod
appointed Prof. Cammenga and Rev. den Hartog jointly to compile a different memory work
schedule for the Juniors and Seniors curriculum and approved the work of the catechism book
committee.



