
Synod 2020
At Trinity PRC in Hudsonville

Tuesday June 9

• Rev. Garry Eriks, president of Synod 2019 led the pre-synodical service last night, 
preaching on Micah 6:6-8, “What Is Required of Synod 2020.” This morning he led 
synod in opening devotions and declared synod properly constituted, after the 
credentials of the delegates were read and approved.

• Delegates of synod are Revs. Eriks, Griess, B. Langerak, Spronk, & Van Overloop 
and elders Rick Gritters, Nick Kleyn, Dave Kregel, Brendan Looyenga, and Sid 
Miedema from Classis East. Delegates from Classis West are Revs. Barnhill, J. 
Engelsma, Guichelaar, R. Kleyn, & Laning and elders Glenn Feenstra, Brian Gritters, 
Jim Lenting, Jim Regnerus, and Alan Van Bemmel.

• The officers of Synod 2020 are President—Rev. Van Overloop; Vice President—
Rodney Kleyn; 1st Clerk—Rev. Spronk; 2nd Clerk—Rev. Engelsma.

• Present at synod as advisors are Profs. Cammenga, Dykstra, Gritters, Huizinga, and 
Kuiper.

• Chairman Rev. Van Overloop noted with regret that because of the restrictions due to 
Covid-19 synod is not able to enjoy the fellowship and advice of delegates from sister 
churches. 

• Approval was given to the work of the Board of Trustees in assisting Trinity PRC in 
determining that synod should meet because “the meeting of the synod of the PRCA 
is essential for the execution of the business of the Protestant Reformed Churches in 
America as a denomination.” The ground given for this determination, which allows 
synod to meet even though the Executive Orders of Michigan’s governor only allows 
for meetings of 10 people or less, is that the By-Laws of the PRCA designate synod 
to be the only body which conducts the business of synod. 

• Synod also approved a recommendation to adopt restrictions proposed by Trinity 
PRC. One of the restrictions mandates that attendance in the facility is restricted to 
delegates, advisors, the staff of Trinity PRC, the appellants and protestants, 
numbering no more than 35 persons.

• Synod declared the protests against decisions of Synod 2019 of two individuals 
regarding Psalter Revision to be legal.

• Synod declared an appeal against Classis East to be legal. 


