
Covenant Protestant Reformed Church 

Ballymena, NI 

20 October, 2015 

 

Dear saints in the 

Protestant Reformed Churches,  

 

Membership 
 The CPRC received three new members in 

three weeks.  First, on 30 August, Jorja, infant 

daughter of Lee and Cherith Carmichael was 

baptized.  

 

 The next Sunday, Marco Barone was re-

ceived into membership in the CPRC.  Marco 

spent the last three years in the Limerick Re-

formed Fellowship (LRF) but has moved to Bal-

lymena to start his PhD at Queen's University, 

Belfast, on the teaching of Jonathan Edwards 

and Immanuel Kant on man's will.  This is, 

however, a sad loss for the LRF of a fine mem-

ber.  

 

 Timothy Spence was baptized on 13 Sep-

tember. Some of his family and friends were at 

that evening service and joined us for tea after-

wards.  Timmy was brought up in a Baptist 

church but has been attending our meetings for 

some years and learning the Reformed faith.  A 

few days after his baptism, he flew to mainland 

Britain to start a course in medicine at Cardiff 

University.  Mary and I met up with Timmy and 

took him to our South Wales lecture on “Jan 

Hus:  His Martyrdom and Ecclesiology” (8 Oc-

tober)—a good night. 

 

 The CPRC also lost a family. Karen Camp-

bell and her three daughters asked for their pa-

pers.  It proved difficult for Karen, having an 

unbelieving husband and bringing her children 

to the Reformed faith relatively late, but Scrip-

ture is very clear as to our calling (Heb. 10:25; 

Belgic Confession 28).  An updated address, tel-

ephone, and e-mail list of CPRC members has 

been produced.  

 

New Season 
 Towards the end of the summer, Susan Hall 

held a children's Bible club with the help of 

some of the parents (24-25 August) and we had 

a fine barbecue at the manse (28 August).  

 

 
Susan Hall and the children’s Bible Club 

 
 Catechism started on the first Monday in 

September, with 13 students.  On Tuesday morn-

ings, we are studying the book of Hosea.  Cur-

rently, we are looking at the prophet's penetrat-

ing and powerful references to Old Testament 

history. 

 

 The Wednesday night Belgic Confession 

class is treating Article 26 on “Christ's Interces-

sion.”  How does our creed argue against pray-

ing to saints?  For whom does the Lord inter-

cede?  Does He pray against some people?  

What does the Bible teach that Christ prays for 

some and against others?  These are the sorts of 

questions we have been addressing recently.  

The audios are on-line (www.cprf.co.uk/audio/ 

belgicconfessionclass.htm). 

 

 Both Ballymena newspapers published short 

articles I sent them on our Tuesday and 

Wednesday meetings, along with a photo of our 

church building.  

 

 The fortnightly Ladies' Bible study is dis-

cussing I Peter, using Rev. Cornelius Hanko's 

guide, while the men are meeting every three 

weeks to study Respectable Sins: Confronting 

the Sins We Tolerate by Jerry Bridges. 

 

Other News 
 Alan and Leoni Duff of Launceston Evan-

gelical Presbyterian Church in Tasmania called 

with us at the manse during a brief visit to 

Northern Ireland.  Peter Kleyn of Grace PRC 

stayed with us for a few days (12-15 September) 

and we have also enjoyed having Henry and 

Barb DeVries (Randolph PRC) and Philip and 

http://www.cprf.co.uk/audio/%20belgicconfessionclass.htm
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Julie Rainey (First PRC) at our Sunday services.  

These last two couples were with us for tea after 

Sunday evening worship on 11 October. 

 

 A pallet of books should soon be shipped to 

us from the RFPA, containing British Reformed 

Fellowship (BRF) books that we had published 

in the US, Protestant Reformed pamphlets, Sem-

inary publications, and 19 boxes of RFPA 

books.  Mary and I brought back to Northern 

Ireland a good amount of literature this summer, 

as did Rev. McGeown with Chester and Dale 

Mansona of the Limerick Reformed Fellowship 

(LRF), but sales have been good and it is impos-

sible to maintain our stock only through the lug-

gage of people flying over here from Grand 

Rapids. 

 

 Stephen Murray has produced two new box 

sets recently.  One is “The Abolishing of the 

Ceremonial Law” (Belgic Confession 25).  These 

11 CDs explain the history of the Old Testament 

ceremonies, the prophecies of their abolition, 

and their fulfillment in Jesus Christ—a rich bib-

lical subject!  The second new box set “Listen 

and Wake Up!” (Isa. 51:1-52:12) consists of 10 

CDs or DVDs which explain the profound the-

ology of the evangelical prophet.  These titles 

and dozens more are listed on our website for 

sale (www.cprf.co.uk/audio/boxsets.htm).  

 

 
 
 Our website has seen the addition of 33 

translations in the last two months, including the 

Apostles' Creed and the Nicene Creed in 4 and 3 

new languages, respectively.  We now have ma-

terials in 126 languages other than English 

(www.cprf.co.uk/languages.htm).  The other 

recent translations are 8 Indonesian (including 

“The Life and Theology of D. L. Moody” by 

Rev. McGeown), 7 Hungarian (including “Was 

Cain a Recipient of Common Grace?”), 4 Span-

ish (articles on the church from Rev. Ron 

Hanko’s Doctrine According to Godliness), 4 

Italian (Covenant Reformed News articles trans-

lated by Marco Barone), 2 Chinese (courtesy of 

saints from our sister church in Singapore), and 

1 Portuguese (“The Unconditional Covenant in 

Contemporary Debate,” a weighty pamphlet by 

Prof. Engelsma). 

 

 Maintenance of the two CPRC properties 

continues.  Julian Kennedy and Tommy Duncan 

trimmed the bushes around the perimeter of our 

church land, with help from Lee Carmichael.  

Both bathrooms have now been replaced at the 

manse.  Rev. McGeown, who was in Northern 

Ireland for a couple of days after our pulpit swap 

(18 October), helped us with some of the clean-

ing up after the workmen left.  

 

 On our way south to Limerick on Saturday, 

we called in at Castlewellan, the site of the 

week-long 2016 BRF Conference (www.brf 

conference.weebly.com).  Besides walking 

around the lake and through the forest, gardens, 

and arboretum, we checked out some of the on-

site activities, including cycling on the trails and 

canoeing or kayaking on the lake.  We intend to 

bring out the conference booking forms by the 

end of the year.  On the BRF website, you can 

sign up to receive an e-mail notifying you when 

the booking forms are available (www. 

britishreformed.org/conference/category/2016-

behold-i-come-quickly-the-reformed-biblical-

truth-of-the-end). 

 

 A letter like this can only report on people 

and outward activity.  Behind and beneath all 

this is the crucial work of the Spirit of Christ 

using the Word to create repentance and faith.  

The God who uses His appointed means is the 

One who sees the heart and judges accordingly.  

Sorrow for sin, humility before His face, and 

honoring Him—these are key things He looks 

for and creates in His church. 

 

 We appreciate your moral support and pray-

ers for us.  May the Lord in His grace preserve 

us in watchfulness, for the devil goes about like 

a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour (I 

Pet. 5:8). 

 

In Christ alone, 

Rev. and Mary Stewart 
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