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Jehovah’s Departure From His Apostatising People 

The Bible uses especially three images for Jehovah’s departure from His apostatising 
people. First, in the days of Bezaleel’s tabernacle, the ark of the covenant was taken (I 
Sam. 4). Second, in the days of Solomon’s temple, the God of glory rode off in His an-
gelic chariot (Eze. 10). Third, in the days of the New Testament church, the candlestick 
or lampstand is removed (Rev. 2:5).

What does it mean when the Almighty declares that terrifying word: “Ichabod” (I 
Sam. 4:21)? Ichabod means “no glory,” referring to the absence of God’s glory for His 
“glory is departed from Israel,” as the text explains (21). “Ichabod” is the declaration 
that the glorious Triune God has left His unfaithful people, those who once were His 
church in their generations, those who falsely claim to belong to Him.

Though the word “Ichabod” was uttered at the loss of the ark from Israel’s tabernacle 
(I Sam. 4), Ichabod well describes the departure of God’s glory from the temple in Old 
Testament days (Eze. 10) or a congregation or denomination in the New Testament era 
(Rev. 2:5).

The glory of the blessed Trinity is revealed in the face of our Lord Jesus according to 
the sacred Scriptures. Christ is “the glory of the Lord” and “the glory of God” (II Cor. 
3:18; 4:6). The Son of God and Son of man is “the Lord of glory” (I Cor. 2:8; James 
2:1). He is this as the One who fully satisfied for all the sins of God’s elect through His 
bitter and shameful death on the cross. He is this as the mighty resurrected Saviour, who 
ascended into heaven and now powerfully rules over absolutely all things.

The apostasy of a church is well described as Christ’s removal of its candlestick or 
lampstand (Rev. 2:5), for it has been overcome with the darkness of unbelief and sin, 
and no longer shines forth the light of God’s Word. The gospel of the incarnate Son, 
who is “the light of the world” (John 8:12; 9:5), is no longer proclaimed and maintained 
there. Thus the Lamb of God judges a congregation or denomination by removing its 
candlestick or lampstand.

The truth of the Lord Jesus is lost, first, through the corruption of church discipline 
when wicked living and false doctrine are swept under the carpet or even promoted. 
Second, a congregation or denomination falls away when it baptizes those who lack a 
credible profession of faith and/or their young children, or when it pollutes the Lord’s 
Supper by allowing anyone who wants to partake without proper supervision by the 
elders (open communion), etc. Third, apostasy develops through deceitful preaching, 
including the false doctrines of salvation by man’s free will (Rom. 9:16; Eph. 2:8-9), an 
impotent God who desires to save everybody but does not and cannot (Ps. 115:3; Rom. 

9:10-24), an errant Bible (John 10:35; II Tim. 3:16), etc. 
In Ezekiel’s prophecy, it is the abominable idolatry of chapter 8 and the gross wick-

edness of chapter 9 that lead to the departure of God’s glory in chapter 10. In the book 
of Revelation, a church whose candlestick or lampstand is removed (2:5) becomes a 
“synagogue of Satan” (2:9; 3:9)!

This biblical imagery and teaching helps us understand the last 2,000 years of church 
history. The glory of God has left Jerusalem in Israel and Antioch in Syria, the two most 
prominent churches in the book of Acts. The divine chariot has departed from (what 
is now called) Turkey, where the most famous ecumenical creeds were written: the 
Nicene-Constantinopolitan (325, 381) and the Chalcedonian (451). Faithful teachers of 
God’s sovereign grace, such as Augustine of Hippo (354-430) and Fulgentius of Ruspe 
(c.467-c.532), once served the church of North Africa but, since the seventh century, 
this region has been under Islam. By and large, the gospel departed from Southern 
Europe as Semi-Pelagianism and Roman Catholicism took hold. The Word of God was 
strong in Bohemia in the fifteenth century in the days of Jan Hus but now the Czech 
Republic has one of the highest rates of atheism in the world. With the coming of the 
Protestant Reformation, Wittenberg, Geneva, Heidelberg and Cambridge became bas-
tions of God’s truth, but His glory has long since departed from them. What about 
Congregationalist New England or Presbyterian Princeton in the USA? The gold has 
become dim (Lam. 4:1)!

It is not that there are no believers in these universities or cities or regions. Nor are 
churches or missions in these places doomed or pointless. But clearly Antioch, N. Africa, 
Prague, Geneva, etc., are far from what they once were, though, even in these locations, 
“there is a remnant according to the election of grace” (Rom. 11:5). 

God’s wonderful chariot has departed from some areas and ridden into others, like 
Latin America, sub-Saharan Africa and East Asia. In these places, the Word of life is 
having more of an impact than ever before, though, of course, there are struggles there 
too. The whole catholic or universal church consisting of all the elect of all nations must 
be gathered. All of the sheep out of every kindred, tribe and tongue must see the glory 
of God in Jesus Christ by faith alone (Isa. 66:18-19)!

The departure of God’s chariot from the temple in Ezekiel 10 is a warning to His 
people in all ages, including us. Our calling is to love, confess and obey God’s truth by 
His grace alone. We must look to our Lord Jesus—His perfect life, His atoning sacrifice, 
His omnipotent intercession and His second coming—for our justification, sanctification 
and our all, for it is in Christ alone that God is pleased to dwell among us in mercy by 
His Holy Spirit.   Rev. Stewart



Children of Wrath and a Changeable God?

“What about Ephesians 2:3’s reference to believers once being ‘children of wrath, 
even as others’? We believe that God is unchangeable in His being, attributes, works, 
etc. But how do we explain the ‘change’ in the lives of God’s elect from formerly being 
in a state of wrath to being in a state of grace? Doesn’t this indicate a ‘change’ in God’s 
relationship to us? One moment He is only wrathful toward us because we are not yet in 
Christ and in constant rebellion, and then, when we are saved, we are no longer in that 
state? Doesn’t this indicate a change in God’s dispositions towards men? (And therefore 
He is not ‘absolutely’ unchangeable but is changeable in one sense?)”

There are several things that need to be emphasized in answer to this question.
First, God’s unchangeableness or immutability must not be questioned or denied. He 

establishes this important truth in Malachi 3:6, “For I am the Lord, I change not.” He 
uses there the name Jehovah, “I am that I am” (Ex. 3:14-15) which not only reveals His 
immutability but shows that there is no past, present or future in Him. As the “I Am,” 
with no past, present or future in Him, there cannot possibly be any change in Him or 
in His dispositions. If He is changeable, He is not God: “the Strength of Israel will not 
lie nor repent: for he is not a man, that he should repent” (I  Sam. 15:29). 

Barthianism and Open Theism both teach that God is changeable but, sadly, so do 
many evangelicals. Trying to maintain God’s immutability while at the same time denying 
it, they say things such as, “God decrees for Himself a series of different dispositions,” 
i.e., He eternally decrees that He will change His mind, first being gracious to some 
and then sending them to hell or first declaring in the gospel that He wants them to be 
saved and afterward eternally punishing them. Such denies God’s unchangeableness. 

Our salvation and well-being depend on God’s unchangeableness. Because He does 
not change, the sons of Jacob, both in the Old and New Testaments, are not consumed 
(Mal. 3:6). He is unchangeable as God, unchangeable in His eternal decrees, unchange-
able in His attributes, including His love, grace and mercy, for what we call His attributes 
are simply descriptions of who and what He is. He is unchangeable in His works and 
ways, and in His revelation of Himself, so we may safely put our trust in Him.

Second, wrath and love (or mercy) are not opposites, nor mutually exclusive. This 
is a mistake that is often made. That God can be, and is, angry with His people whom 
He loves is not the same as hating them. Hatred is the opposite of love; anger is not. 
God eternally loves His people, yet before a believer is converted and when he walks in 
sin thereafter, God is angry with him and reveals His anger in chastisement. Anger can 
be loving and love can reveal itself in anger. God’s anger with His people is eternally 
loving. Indeed, a love that does not become angry at sin and excuses or overlooks it is 
no love at all. “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom 
he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son 
is he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all 
are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons” (Heb. 12:6-8).

As Hebrews suggests, this is true even in family life. Those of us who are parents do 
our children a great wrong when we are not angry with their sins and do not show our 
anger in punishing their sins. That anger must be directed and controlled by love, but 
a father who constantly overlooks and ignores the sins of his children is showing that 
he really does not love them. Children understand that and, especially in the case of 
covenant children, expect and even want their parents to correct them.

We who are saved, therefore, were children of wrath even as others. Though we are 
among God’s elect and loved by Him from eternity, until we were regenerated we were 
under His wrath. Indeed, it is an awareness of the awful wrath of God against sin that 
is one of the first proofs that a person is being spiritually awakened by His Spirit. 

We are children of wrath by our first birth and by nature as children of Adam, born 
and conceived in sin. We are that even as others for, apart from God’s grace, we are 
no different from those who perish, no better, no more worthy of salvation. The only 
difference is that God, “who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 
even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ” (Eph. 2:4-5).

We experience God’s anger too, when we are rebellious and disobedient. He chastises 
us, and we know and feel that He is angry with us for our sin. For a child of God, that 
is unbearable and it is often used by God to turn us from our sins back to Himself. That 
was David’s experience: “When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring 
all the day long. For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned 
into the drought of summer” (Ps. 32:3-4). It was only when he confessed and forsook 
his sin that he experienced once again the favour of a reconciled God.

God’s displeasure and wrath with sin is revealed nowhere more clearly than at the 
cross where, in just anger, He punished our sins to the utmost, while at the same time 
revealing His great love for us. That was true of Christ also. God was never so pleased 
with His beloved Son as when He bore without complaint Jehovah’s punitive wrath. 
Surely the cross proves that wrath and love are not opposites or incompatibles.

Third, the change in our experience from being children of wrath to children who 
know God’s mercy and favour is a matter of our experience and not of change in Him. 
He is forever and unchangeably a God who hates and punishes sins, “not a God that 
hath pleasure in wickedness” (Ps. 5:4). He is also forever and unchangeably a God of 
mercy who has eternally and unchangeably loved us and who, when we sin against Him, 
reveals that unchangeable love in angry chastisement. His anger and chastisement are both 
loving and saving, for, as we have seen, the revelation of His unchangeable anger with 
sin is one of the means He has ordained to bring us to repentance and faith in Christ. 

There are few things more wonderful than to experience the favour of God after being 
conscious of His wrath and displeasure for our sin. God says, “In a little wrath I hid my 
face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, 
saith the Lord thy Redeemer” (Isa. 54:8). And we respond, “For his anger endureth 
but a moment; in his favour is life: weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in 
the morning” (Ps. 30:5).  Rev. Ron Hanko


