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Dear radio friends,

Last week we began a se-
A4 ries of messages on the
truth of marriage and the fam-
ily for the glory of God. We
began that series by looking
into Genesis 2:18-24, which is
the most foundational passage
in the whole Bible on the truth
of marriage. We noted that
the truth of marriage is ur-
gent—urgent especially for us
in this generation, where God’s
works and God’s institutions
are held in contempt by the
world of unbelief, and in which
God calls us as the disciples of
Jesus Christ to hear and to
receive His living Word.

If you recall, last week we
saw from Genesis 2 that mar-
riage is God’s doing. That is,
it is God’s institution. It is
God’sinstitution because, first
of all, it was God who made
them male and female—man
and woman. Why? In order
that He might have a mar-
riage. Second, we saw that it
was God’s institution because
He personally gave away the
first bride, He brought Eve to
Adam and gave her to him.
Third, we saw thatit was God’s
doing because He spoke the
design of marriage. He de-

fined what marriage was to
be. Genesis 2:24—A man shall
leave father and mother (it
shall be a primary relation-
ship in life) and shall cleave to
his wife (that is, he shall hold
dearly to his wife) and they
two shall be one flesh. And,
finally, we saw that marriage
was God’s doing because God
Himself is the One who unites
andjoins usin marriage. Jesus
said, when He expounded on
Genesis 2:24, “What therefore
God hath joined together.”
Those words were Jesus’ ex-
position upon the words, “they
shall be no more twain but one
flesh.” dJesus says that that
means that God joins them
together. Let not man, then,
put asunder.

Now today we want to con-
tinue in this series and note
the description of the mar-
riage-bond a bit more care-
fully and then emphasize ex-
actly what God’s intention was
with marriage, that is, that it
be a display of what is closest
to His heart.

First of all, then, we note
that marriage is described by
God in Genesis 2 as having
these three elements. 1) Ac-
cording to God’s Word, mar-
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riageis the union of a man and
awoman: “And the rib, which
the LorD God had taken from
man, made he a woman, and
brought her unto the man” (v.
22). Same-sex marriages, the
relationship sexually of man
and man, woman and woman,
is sin as defined by God. And
to use the word “marriage” to
describe that relationship is
to blaspheme God.

The apostle Paul teaches
us in Roman 1:26, 27 that,
when man rejects God and
makes himself out to be God
or makes His own god, then
God passes a just judgment
upon man. And, according to
Romans 1:24, part of that judg-
ment of God upon men who set
themselves to reject Him and
will not bow to Him is this:
“God gave them up to unclean-
ness through the lusts of their
own heart to dishonor their
own bodies between them.” He
gives them over to immoral-
ity. A forsaking and turning
away from the true God is vis-
ited with the judgment of im-
morality—the lust of sinful
flesh breaks out. And then
that lust of sinful flesh is also
judged by God. This is what
the apostle Paul saysin verses
26, 27: “For this cause God
gave them up unto vile affec-
tions: for even their women
did change the natural use into
that which is against nature:
and likewise also the men,

leaving the natural use of the
woman, burned in their lust
one toward another; men with
men working that which is
unseemly, and receiving in
themselves that recompence
of their error which was meet.”

Marriage, as defined by
God, is the union of a man and
a woman. Same-sex marriage
is a sin. It is not the only sin
in the world. It is not the
unpardonable sin. It is a sin
that the gospel of Jesus Christ
calls men and women to for-
sake, to turn from, to cast
aside, and then to bow in
humble repentance before God
and the Savior Jesus Christ.

2) We learn that marriage,
according to what it is, is in-
tended by God as the lifelong
bond of a man and a woman
until severed in death. Jesus
said, a man shall leave his
father and mother and cleave
to his wife. Thatis what Jesus
said that God said in the be-
ginning. He shall cleave, that
is, he shall hold on to his wife.
God did not use the plural. He
did not say wives. He used the
singular. Two wives for one
man is one too many. A man
can love all of his children
equally much, but he can love
only one woman at a time.

And Jesus drew the con-
clusion from Genesis 2 that,
since God joins a man and a
woman together, only God can
sever them. It was Jesus who
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said, “Let not man put asun-
der.” Man severs that union.
But Jesus says: “Let not man
put asunder.” So we read in
the Word of God in Romans
7:2-4 that a woman is bound
by the law to her husband as
long as he liveth; but if he be
dead, sheis free from thatlaw.

Marriage is a lifelong
bond. Itis a lifelong bond of a
husband and a wife, a man
and a woman, until death, as
we are going to see in just a
moment, because marriage is
a picture of

and would be so understand-
ing, but your husband and your
wife. The two of you are in
that primary bond of life. Your
marriage is primary—some-
thing thatidentifies you, some-
thing that you are to care for
first.

Why? Why did God do all
of this? Why did God create
and why did God give mar-
riage? The answer is: His
own glory! Marriage was given
by God, as all things were
made by God, for one purpose:

God’s glory. He

God’s faith- . made all things for
fulness tous Marriage, His own glory. “For
His church. accon[ing to of him, and through
3) We God’s design, him, a.nd to him, are
learn that is the primary bond all things to whom
. ] ) be glory forever
marriage, or relationship (Rom. 11:36)
according to . [.f TR
God’s de- ntye. But how is mar-
sign, is the riage for God’s glory?

primary bond or relationship
in life. A man (Gen. 2:24)
shall leave his father and
mother. Not that the relation-
ship of parent and child, fa-
ther and son, mother and
daughter is over. But when
God says “shall leave his fa-
ther and mother,” he meansin
the sense of what is first and
primary. God intends that
marriage be a union that is
first and primary in our life.
Not the guys that you used to
hang out with, not focusing on
someone else who is going to
supply your emotional needs

The answer to that question
is: marriage is for God’s glory
because marriage is the bond
that displays God’s beautiful
covenant. In Genesis 2:24 God
is speaking of a union: a man
shall be joined unto his wife
and they two shall be one flesh.
A man shall cleave to his wife.

What kind of relationship
is this? Is this a 50-50 rela-
tionship between a man and a
woman? Why are they to hold
to one another? Why can they
not walk away from this? Why
cannot they go from spouse to
spouse to spouse? Why is adul-
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tery sin? And why may not
marriage be rooted in ro-
mance? Why can you not fall
in and out of love and fall in
and out of marriage? Why is
marriage a lifelong bond?
Because marriage is given by
God to point to some-
thing far deeper,

and the church.” Now that is
the most staggering and pro-
found thing that could ever be
said about marriage. In other
words, marriage is patterned
after Christ’s commitment to
His church. When God cre-
ated man in
the begin-

something true about Marriage ning as male

Himself. It points to . and female
: is patterned

something more per- o and brought

manent, far more glo- after Christ’s them into a

rious! It points to a commitment union called

sacred covenant that
God makes with us
His people in Jesus
Christ. Our mar-
riages are sacred covenants.
They are commitments to
weather the storms of life to-
gether because we are called
in our marriage to reflect God
and His commitment and cov-
enant toward us.

This becomes very plain
in the apostle Paul’s words in
Ephesians 5:31, 32. In verse
31, as Paul has been speaking
about marriage and the call-
ing of a husband and a wife,
he, too, quotes from Genesis
2:24: “For this cause shall a
man leave his father and
mother, and shall be joined
unto his wife, and they two
shall be one flesh.” And then
in verse 32 he adds: “Thisisa
great mystery [what I have
been talking about—this join-
ing of a man and a woman]:
but I speak concerning Christ

to His church.

marriage,
He was pat-
terning that
after Christ
and His bride, the church—
not the other way around. God
did not first make marriage
and then say, “Well, hm-m-m,
how illuminating it would be
if I would pattern My relation-
ship in Christ toward My
people after this marriage. I'll
pattern Christ and the church
after what I have done here in
the beginning.” No! That is
not the way it is! But God
said, “It was first Christ and
the church. It is first Me, in
My love to My elect in Jesus
Christ. That is first. And now
I'll make marriage to display
that.”

It was first Christ (Rev.
13:8), who was slain from the
foundation of the world. It
was first God’s eternal grace
flowing through Jesus Christ
unto His elect, before there
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was an Adam, before there was
an Eve. And, in His own heart,
because this is who He is (He
is faithful, He is a God of cov-
enant faithfulness), He de-
signed marriage after the very
relationship that
abides in His
eternal breast
and heart toward
us in Christ.

So, your mar-
riage exists for

The highest purpose
for marriage
is to put the
covenant relationship

tionship of Christ and the
church on display before the
world, so that others may see
it in concrete terms and real-
ity.

The world does not know
this. But this
is the truth.
This is why
marriage ex-
ists. And if
you are mar-
ried, this 1is

the glory of God. of Christ why you are
Do you know why and the church married: .to
God gave you a Lisols reflect Christ
wife? Do you on aisptay and the
know why God before the world, church.

gave you a hus- so that others Staying

band? To display
to the world the
truth about the
faithful love of
God. Thatis why.
God brings us to-
gether not first of all for our-
selves. Of course we enjoy
blessings from the hand of our
God and Creator. But God
brought us together, first of
all, to display His Son’s grace
and love to His church. God
called us together in this bond
of marriage in order that He
might display Christ’s sacri-
ficing for His bride, in order
that He might display His own
precious love, in order that He
might show that Christ loves
with a forgiving love and never
forsakes His own bride. The
highest purpose for marriage
is to put the covenant rela-

may see it in
concrete terms
and reality.

married is
not, first of
all, about
yourself. Itis
not first of all
about stay-
ing in love. Itis not first of all
about the other person. It is
about keeping covenant as
long as we both shall live—till
death us do part. Good vows.
Those are proper vows at the
time of your marriage. Why
do we say that? Because the
vow that Christ made to us
when He died for us and by
His grace brought us to Him-
self, that vow is unconditional
and He is faithful. And we
say, “Lord, I want to represent
that in my marriage.”

Marriage is lifelong be-
cause the one most valuable



God’s Design for Marriage

29

thing in all the world that we
must show (we were created
and saved to show it) is the
faithful love of God. In times
of distance from your wife, in
times of backsliding, this is
where my heart must be
pricked. Christ keeps cov-
enant with me. Do we see how
serious, how sacred, how sol-
emn 1s our marriage? God is
saying, “You are married in
order that all the world may
know that I am faithful. That
all the world may know that
Christ loves the church.”

Well, there is a lot of ap-
plication here. There is appli-
cation for young adults and
for teenagers. You need to
prepare yourself for marriage.
You prepare yourself for mar-
riage not by the last fling as a
single person. You do not pre-
pare yourself by buying all
kinds of things or owning all
kinds of things. You do not
prepare yourself for marriage
by looking at movies or por-
nography. You may be as-
sured that if you do that, you
have sowed the seeds that will,
apart from God’s grace, de-
stroy your marriage and bring
untold bitterness into your
soul.

No, you prepare for your
marriage when deep down in
your heart you live right now
faithful to God. Faithful to
God in your body, faithful to
God in your thoughts. Girls,

does that young manlove God?
Well, he says he does, you say.
OK. Is he faithful to God?
Well, what doyou mean? What
does he do with you and what
does he want to do with you?
Is he faithful to God?

Those who are married—
sometimes we want the “quick
fix.” We find that our hearts
are filled with agony and it
seems as if we cannot endure
it for yet another moment. We
find out that getting married
was not very hard. It is stay-
ing married that can be very
hard and impossible for us.
God’s Word is the power to
change us. And I pray that
this seed of God’s Word may
land, by the Holy Spirit, on
the heart of a little boy of six
years old or a little girl of nine
or a teenager of fourteen or
nineteen or a woman of thirty-
three or fifty-two or eighty.
Here is the Word of God: Mar-
riage is about covenant keep-
ing. It is about showing the
faithful love of God. That is
what it i1s about. That is what
God calls you to do.

May God put grit into our
souls—spiritual grit—so that
we are not blown away by the
billboards, by the Internet, by
the movies of this world, but
thatin Christ we know a faith-
ful love of God, personally, as
sinners—the wonderful, faith-
fullove of God to us, so that we
are committed in marriage to
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show a faithful love of God to
each other, so that when the
wind comes and the tornadoes
of trouble blow we are not
blown away. Though hell
break loose, we are committed
to love faithfully even as He
loved us. To our passions and
to our lusts, to our feelings
and to our rights, we say, “You
are not my God! My rights?
What is right? What about
me? You are not God. Me is
not God. God is my God. Cov-
enant is my life. God is on
display in my marriage. The
God who does not forsake me.
The God who takes me back in
repentance.”

May God give us grace in
our marriage. May God give
us grace in this culture that
destroys marriage, in this self-
exalting land. May we not
bow down at the shrine of our
desires and our own emotions.
But may we bow down at the
foot of Christ and ask: “Lord,

give me a marriage that dis-
plays what it means that
Christ loves the church. Give
me a marriage that wants first
to show Thy glory, a marriage
as it was intended by Thee in
the beginning.”

Let us pray.

Father, we thank Thee for
Thy precious Word, and we
pray that it may be a good
Word to our heart, that it may
be a balm of healing, or recom-
mitment, that we may focus
now more clearly upon our
calling. For, Lord, we are sin-
ners. And we get off the track.
And so many things become so
vitally important, especially
our own rights, to us. May we
rather cast our rights aside
and say that we have but one
blessed privilege: we shall
show forth Thy faithful love.
Grantitindesus’name, Amen.





