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Dear Radio Friends,
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Dear radio friends,

School is in the air.  Stores
are having their big “Back-

to-School” sales.  Teachers and
staff are gearing up.  Some
children are tired of summer
vacation and eager for a new
year.  And many parents are
eager for a new school year.  It
is an exciting and a busy time
of year.

Maybe your family has a
little one starting for the very
first time.  Or, perhaps, God
has blessed you with many
children and you have been
sending your children off to
school for years and years.

What kind of a school are
they going to?  The choice of
school is important.  Every-
body says that.  It is very im-
portant.  It is an important
decision for a parent, perhaps
one of the most important
choices a parent makes.
Therefore it is a decision that
needs to be made with much
prayer over an open Bible.

Children of God ought to
feel very strongly about the
schools that their children at-
tend.  And the school that your
child attends ought to be a
very important thing in your
life.  Are you looking into a

school for the very first time?
Are your children enrolled in
a school you have used for
many years?  What kind of a
school is it?  Why do you use
the school that you do?

Christian parents look for
good Christian schools.  So
important is a good Christian
school to believing parents
that they are willing to pay
large tuition bills rather than
accept free public education.
So important is Christian edu-
cation to Christian parents
that fathers are willing to work
two or three jobs and to live in
a place where there is such a
good Christian school.  Not
only are Christian parents
willing to pay the cost in-
volved, but the commitment
runs even deeper.  They prize
their Christian school as an
extension of their own home
and as an invaluable tool in
aiding them in their calling,
that is, in the parents’ calling
to train their children in the
way of the Lord.

But what is a good Chris-
tian school?  Is the essence of
a Christian school the fact that
there is a Bible class included
in the curriculum?  Is that
what makes it a good Chris-
tian school?  Is the essence of

Last week we began a se-
ries of messages on the

truth of marriage and the fam-
ily for the glory of God.  We
began that series by looking
into Genesis 2:18-24, which is
the most foundational passage
in the whole Bible on the truth
of marriage.  We noted that
the truth of marriage is ur-
gent—urgent especially for us
in this generation, where God’s
works and God’s institutions
are held in contempt by the
world of unbelief, and in which
God calls us as the disciples of
Jesus Christ to hear and to
receive His living Word.

If you recall, last week we
saw from Genesis 2 that mar-
riage is God’s doing.  That is,
it is God’s institution.  It is
God’s institution because, first
of all, it was God who made
them male and female—man
and woman.  Why?  In order
that He might have a mar-
riage.  Second, we saw that it
was God’s institution because
He personally gave away the
first bride, He brought Eve to
Adam and gave her to him.
Third, we saw that it was God’s
doing because He spoke the
design of marriage.  He de-

fined what marriage was to
be.  Genesis 2:24—A man shall
leave father and mother (it
shall be a primary relation-
ship in life) and shall cleave to
his wife (that is, he shall hold
dearly to his wife) and they
two shall be one flesh.  And,
finally, we saw that marriage
was God’s doing because God
Himself is the One who unites
and joins us in marriage.  Jesus
said, when He expounded on
Genesis 2:24, “What therefore
God hath joined together.”
Those words were Jesus’ ex-
position upon the words, “they
shall be no more twain but one
flesh.”  Jesus says that that
means that God joins them
together.  Let not man, then,
put asunder.

Now today we want to con-
tinue in this series and note
the description of the mar-
riage-bond a bit more care-
fully and then emphasize ex-
actly what God’s intention was
with marriage, that is, that it
be a display of what is closest
to His heart.

First of all, then, we note
that marriage is described by
God in Genesis 2 as having
these three elements.  1) Ac-
cording to God’s Word, mar-
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Even those who have been
given the truth of God’s Word
must examine themselves as
to whether they do these
things in their life out of cus-
tom and habit.  Look deeply
into your heart.  What do you
find lurking in the inner re-
cesses of your own heart?  Is
there hatred, loathing for a
brother or sister in the church?
Then there is murder in us.  Is
there lust after another man
or woman in our hearts?  Then
we have committed adultery
there.  Is there greed or covet-
ousness for what another has?
Then we have stolen.  Do we
think evil of another?  Then
we are false witnesses and out
of us comes blasphemies.

What do we confess con-
cerning ourselves?  I’m a sin-
ner.  And ultimately I tell
myself, “I need the cross of
Jesus Christ and I need the
salvation that He has earned
for me there!”  We need that.
We may not think that we are
sufficient in ourselves because
we have kept well enough the
deeds of the law.  Christ com-
mands us:  “Hear, understand,
examine yourselves!  Except
your righteousness exceed the
righteousness of the scribes
and Pharisees, ye shall in no
wise enter into the kingdom of
heaven” (Matt. 5).  To under-
stand that is to know what the
true, humble service and wor-
ship of God is in our lives.  And

only then will we come to God
with a true knowledge of our
need for Jesus Christ.  We need
Christ.  We know that because
we know our hearts.  And we
know that out of our hearts
proceed evil thoughts and de-
sires.  Even our righteous-
nesses, the things that we
might consider good, are as
filthy rags, Isaiah tells us.

With that knowledge we
come before God on bended
knee and we look to Him for
deliverance.  He gives that only
in the cross of Jesus Christ.
By His blood alone we are re-
deemed from evil—from the
very evil and sin that plagues
our hearts and comes out at
the mouth.

We look, therefore, to the
cross of our Savior.  We cling
to Him.  We find comfort and
victory over our sin in Him.
From the heart, true worship
of God will flow, and in that
way we will glorify the name
of our God.  Hear and under-
stand.  Then we will draw nigh
unto God not only with our
lips but with our hearts and
souls, too.

God give us hearts that
love and obey Him!

riage is the union of a man and
a woman:  “And the rib, which
the LORD God had taken from
man, made he a woman, and
brought her unto the man” (v.
22).  Same-sex marriages, the
relationship sexually of man
and man, woman and woman,
is sin as defined by God.  And
to use the word “marriage” to
describe that relationship is
to blaspheme God.

The apostle Paul teaches
us in Roman 1:26, 27 that,
when man rejects God and
makes himself out to be God
or makes His own god, then
God passes a just judgment
upon man.  And, according to
Romans 1:24, part of that judg-
ment of God upon men who set
themselves to reject Him and
will not bow to Him is this:
“God gave them up to unclean-
ness through the lusts of their
own heart to dishonor their
own bodies between them.”  He
gives them over to immoral-
ity.  A forsaking and turning
away from the true God is vis-
ited with the judgment of im-
morality—the lust of sinful
flesh breaks out.  And then
that lust of sinful flesh is also
judged by God.  This is what
the apostle Paul says in verses
26, 27:  “For this cause God
gave them up unto vile affec-
tions:  for even their women
did change the natural use into
that which is against nature:
and likewise also the men,

leaving the natural use of the
woman, burned in their lust
one toward another; men with
men working that which is
unseemly, and receiving in
themselves that recompence
of their error which was meet.”

Marriage, as defined by
God, is the union of a man and
a woman.  Same-sex marriage
is a sin.  It is not the only sin
in the world.  It is not the
unpardonable sin.  It is a sin
that the gospel of Jesus Christ
calls men and women to for-
sake, to turn from, to cast
aside, and then to bow in
humble repentance before God
and the Savior Jesus Christ.

2) We learn that marriage,
according to what it is, is in-
tended by God as the lifelong
bond of a man and a woman
until severed in death.  Jesus
said, a man shall leave his
father and mother and cleave
to his wife.  That is what Jesus
said that God said in the be-
ginning.  He shall cleave, that
is, he shall hold on to his wife.
God did not use the plural.  He
did not say wives.  He used the
singular.  Two wives for one
man is one too many.  A man
can love all of his children
equally much, but he can love
only one woman at a time.

And Jesus drew the con-
clusion from Genesis 2 that,
since God joins a man and a
woman together, only God can
sever them.  It was Jesus who
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not given unto them to know,”
He says in Matthew 11:25.  “It
is not given unto them to know
the things of the kingdom of
heaven.  Unto you it is given.”
In other words, what Jesus is
teaching in the text before us
today fell on dead hearts, un-
believing hearts, when it fell
on the hearts of the Pharisees.

The Pharisees unbeliev-
ing?  Come on!  That cannot be
true.  They did all kinds of
good works.  Certainly they
could not be labeled as unbe-
lievers.  They were the lead-
ers of the church, after all.
But listen to what Jesus says
of the Pharisees in verse 8 of
Matthew 15:  “This people
draweth nigh unto me with
their mouth, and honoureth
me with their lips; but their
heart is far from me.”  The
Pharisees were whitewashed
sepulchers, looking good on the
outside, but within, Jesus
says, they were far, far from
God.  Their hearts were dark-
ened in unbelief, and no mat-
ter what Jesus now told them,
they would not change their
ways.

That must not be true of
us who hear what Jesus says
to us today.  We must hear
and understand.  That makes
us think twice, does it not?
Why do we follow the doc-
trines, the traditions of the
church?  Why are we so con-
vinced that they are right?  Do

we follow all these things be-
cause, well, we were taught to
do them?  Do we follow them
because, well, the church says
we have to follow them?  Do we
follow them because by fol-
lowing them it makes our reli-
gion easy—a religion that con-
sists in outward actions and
yet does not even touch the
inner disposition of our hearts?
Do we really think that mere,
external conformity to the
things of our churches will
save us?  Think again!  Hear
and understand.

Let the Spirit of Christ
dwell in you richly.  When that
Spirit dwells in our hearts, He
opens our eyes to the things of
the kingdom of heaven and we
do not look any longer at our
external actions.  We do not
look at long prayers.  We do
not look to see if we have at-
tended church faithfully or not.
Even though these are require-
ments of us, we do not look to
see if we have followed to a “t”
the traditions of our churches.
But we look at our hearts and
we examine what is in them.
Why do we perform these
things?  Do we do it out of a
love for God and the neighbor,
or simply out of custom and
habit, blindly following after
what men tell us we have to
do, without even examining
whether these outward tradi-
tions flow out of a heart that
loves God and loves the neigh-
bor?

said, “Let not man put asun-
der.”  Man severs that union.
But Jesus says:  “Let not man
put asunder.”  So we read in
the Word of God in Romans
7:2-4 that a woman is bound
by the law to her husband as
long as he liveth; but if he be
dead, she is free from that law.

Marriage is a lifelong
bond.  It is a lifelong bond of a
husband and a wife, a man
and a woman, until death, as
we are going to see in just a
moment, because marriage is
a picture of
God’s faith-
fulness to us
His church.

3) We
learn that
m a r r i a g e ,
according to
God’s de-
sign, is the
primary bond or relationship
in life.  A man (Gen. 2:24)
shall leave his father and
mother.  Not that the relation-
ship of parent and child, fa-
ther and son, mother and
daughter is over.  But when
God says “shall leave his fa-
ther and mother,” he means in
the sense of what is first and
primary.  God intends that
marriage be a union that is
first and primary in our life.
Not the guys that you used to
hang out with, not focusing on
someone else who is going to
supply your emotional needs

and would be so understand-
ing, but your husband and your
wife.  The two of you are in
that primary bond of life.  Your
marriage is primary—some-
thing that identifies you, some-
thing that you are to care for
first.

Why?  Why did God do all
of this?  Why did God create
and why did God give mar-
riage?  The answer is:  His
own glory!  Marriage was given
by God, as all things were
made by God, for one purpose:

God’s glory.  He
made all things for
His own glory.  “For
of him, and through
him, and to him, are
all things to whom
be glory forever”
(Rom. 11:36).

But how is mar-
riage for God’s glory?

The answer to that question
is:  marriage is for God’s glory
because marriage is the bond
that displays God’s beautiful
covenant.  In Genesis 2:24 God
is speaking of a union:  a man
shall be joined unto his wife
and they two shall be one flesh.
A man shall cleave to his wife.

What kind of relationship
is this?  Is this a 50-50 rela-
tionship between a man and a
woman?  Why are they to hold
to one another?  Why can they
not walk away from this?  Why
cannot they go from spouse to
spouse to spouse?  Why is adul-

Marriage,
according to
God’s design,

is the primary bond
or relationship

in life.
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laws, and they will follow all
of those little traditions, but
that is all that is necessary,
they think, in their lives.  For
the rest of their lives, they are
free to go out and do what they
want to do.  They can live
openly in sin and, so long as
they have fulfilled the outward
customs and traditions of the
church, they need not feel
guilty.  After all, they think,
we’re doing those good exter-
nal deeds that are required of
us, so we can walk in the way
of sin all we want and, well,
the good deeds will overcome
the evil deeds in our life.

Thus you have two ex-
tremes that come out of that
kind of attitude.  Both of these
are guilty of the sin of
Phariseeism:  following pre-
scribed rules but not striving
to worship God from the heart.
True worship of God is found
in the proper attitude of the
heart with God.  It is the ear-
nest attempt of that heart to
be holy as God is holy.  It is a
heart that desires to try in
every way conceivable to
please God, even if there is not
some rule that covers a cer-
tain area of life.

On the other hand, sin is
when the heart follows the dic-
tates of the corrupt nature
within us, a nature that is al-
ways attempting to transgress
the limits of God’s Word.  Sin
is not simply a violation of a

church practice or tradition or
a doctrine of Scripture in the
outward deed.  Sin flows out of
a corrupt heart that would al-
ways seek to do what we want
to do rather than what God
wants us to do.

We have heard now of this
dangerous threat to our own
spiritual well-being as believ-
ers.  Now the command of
Jesus comes to us loudly and
clearly in verse 10:  “Hear and
understand.”  We ought not to
hear Jesus say to us, as He did
to His disciples in verses 16
and 17:  “Are ye also yet with-
out understanding?  Do not ye
yet understand?”  We are
called upon to pay attention,
to wake up and take note of
what He says.  That is the
force of the word “hear” in
verse 10.  Open your spiritual
ears, so that you do not simply
hear these words spoken, with-
out hearing them in the spiri-
tual sense and taking note of
them.  Understand them,
Jesus says.  Understand them
with a heart of faith.  That is
our calling as God’s people in
this world.

The Pharisees knew what
Jesus was speaking of.  They
caught on before Jesus’ own
disciples did.  And yet, they
did not hear and understand
what Jesus was teaching.
Jesus explains why this is true
of the Pharisees and why it is
yet true of many today.  “It is

tery sin?  And why may not
marriage be rooted in ro-
mance?  Why can you not fall
in and out of love and fall in
and out of marriage?  Why is
marriage a lifelong bond?
Because marriage is given by
God to point to some-
thing far deeper,
something true about
Himself.  It points to
something more per-
manent, far more glo-
rious!  It points to a
sacred covenant that
God makes with us
His people in Jesus
Christ.  Our mar-
riages are sacred covenants.
They are commitments to
weather the storms of life to-
gether because we are called
in our marriage to reflect God
and His commitment and cov-
enant toward us.

This becomes very plain
in the apostle Paul’s words in
Ephesians 5:31, 32.  In verse
31, as Paul has been speaking
about marriage and the call-
ing of a husband and a wife,
he, too, quotes from Genesis
2:24:  “For this cause shall a
man leave his father and
mother, and shall be joined
unto his wife, and they two
shall be one flesh.”  And then
in verse 32 he adds:  “This is a
great mystery [what I have
been talking about—this join-
ing of a man and a woman]:
but I speak concerning Christ

and the church.”  Now that is
the most staggering and pro-
found thing that could ever be
said about marriage.  In other
words, marriage is patterned
after Christ’s commitment to
His church.  When God cre-

ated man in
the begin-
ning as male
and female
and brought
them into a
union called
m a r r i a g e ,
He was pat-
terning that
after Christ

and His bride, the church—
not the other way around.  God
did not first make marriage
and then say, “Well, hm-m-m,
how illuminating it would be
if I would pattern My relation-
ship in Christ toward My
people after this marriage.  I’ll
pattern Christ and the church
after what I have done here in
the beginning.”  No!  That is
not the way it is!  But God
said, “It was first Christ and
the church.  It is first Me, in
My love to My elect in Jesus
Christ.  That is first.  And now
I’ll make marriage to display
that.”

It was first Christ (Rev.
13:8), who was slain from the
foundation of the world.  It
was first God’s eternal grace
flowing through Jesus Christ
unto His elect, before there

Marriage
is patterned

after Christ’s
commitment

to His church.
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ship was not an issue.  Just so
one did what was required of
him by the church—that was
all that was necessary.  Good
deeds were external in char-
acter.  If I did something ex-
ternally, even though my
heart, that is, my spiritual
desire, was not in it, it was a
good deed.  And it was felt that
it pleased God.  My heart could
be far, far from God.  But so
long as I lived a good, moral
life, I could be assured that I
was a child of God.

Evil deeds in my life—
same thing.  If I did something
contrary to custom or tradi-
tion, even if my heart was right
with God, as was the disciples’,
nevertheless, it would be an
evil deed.  Good and evil was
not a matter of the heart, it
was only a matter of external
works.

That was the sin of the
Pharisees.  That was the sin
that Jesus attacked in this par-
able.  And that is the sin that
threatens the church of all
ages.  We, today, are not ex-
empt from this threat either.
How easy it is to judge our
own Christianity on the basis
of our outward deeds, rather
than what we see in our hearts.
How easy it becomes to place
the emphasis on externals and
think nothing of worshiping
God from the heart.

That comes to manifesta-
tion in a couple of different

ways today.  First of all, it
comes to manifestation in
what is known as legalism.
There are those in the church
who insist that the best way of
keeping sin out of the church
and out of the lives of God’s
people is by passing all kinds
of laws.  This, in their mind,
will force the people to live a
holy life.  So they come up
with this whole system of tra-
ditions by which they really
bind the lives of God’s people.
Nothing is left to freedom in
the life of the child of God.  In
reality, that is Phariseeism.
People can walk according to
all kinds of rigid laws, and
their hearts are not necessar-
ily right with God.

However, obedience to God
on the one hand, and sin on
the other hand, proceed out of
the heart.  We ought to know
that.  External laws cannot
touch the heart.  Only the
preaching of Christ crucified
and saved by grace touches
the heart.

Now, that is the one side
of the coin:  legalism.  The
other side of the coin is that
this adherence to outward tra-
ditions can result in licentious-
ness, that is to say, a total
disregard for strict rules or for
correctness.  Often times li-
centiousness shows itself in
people who refuse to strive
after God in their lives.  Oh,
they will follow all of those

was an Adam, before there was
an Eve.  And, in His own heart,
because this is who He is (He
is faithful, He is a God of cov-
enant faithfulness), He de-
signed marriage after the very
relationship that
abides in His
eternal breast
and heart toward
us in Christ.

So, your mar-
riage exists for
the glory of God.
Do you know why
God gave you a
wife?  Do you
know why God
gave you a hus-
band?  To display
to the world the
truth about the
faithful love of
God.  That is why.
God brings us to-
gether not first of all for our-
selves.  Of course we enjoy
blessings from the hand of our
God and Creator.  But God
brought us together, first of
all, to display His Son’s grace
and love to His church.  God
called us together in this bond
of marriage in order that He
might display Christ’s sacri-
ficing for His bride, in order
that He might display His own
precious love, in order that He
might show that Christ loves
with a forgiving love and never
forsakes His own bride.  The
highest purpose for marriage
is to put the covenant rela-

tionship of Christ and the
church on display before the
world, so that others may see
it in concrete terms and real-
ity.

The world does not know
this.  But this
is the truth.
This is why
marriage ex-
ists.  And if
you are mar-
ried, this is
why you are
married:  to
reflect Christ
and the
church.

S t a y i n g
married is
not, first of
all,  about
yourself.  It is
not first of all
about stay-

ing in love.  It is not first of all
about the other person.  It is
about keeping covenant as
long as we both shall live—till
death us do part.  Good vows.
Those are proper vows at the
time of your marriage.  Why
do we say that?  Because the
vow that Christ made to us
when He died for us and by
His grace brought us to Him-
self, that vow is unconditional
and He is faithful.  And we
say, “Lord, I want to represent
that in my marriage.”

Marriage is lifelong be-
cause the one most valuable

The highest purpose
for marriage
is to put the

covenant relationship
of Christ

and the church
on display

before the world,
so that others
may see it in

concrete terms
and reality.
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originates on the inside and
proceeds out.  That is the point
of the examples that Jesus
gives in verse 19.  When a man
murders, that murder is first
of all conceived in his heart.  If
a man commits adultery and
fornication, he is guilty first of
all of the thoughts and desires
in his heart.  The same is true
with stealing or lying, thefts,
false witnesses, or blasphe-
mies.  All proceed out of the
evil thoughts and the evil in-
tents of the heart, before com-
ing to manifestation in our
lives.

Now, we could stop at this
point, with the simple instruc-
tion of this parable.  But to do
so, I believe, would not do to-
tal justice to the point of the
parable.  Jesus wants us to
look at our hearts not only to
find sin but also to examine
the motives for our total wor-
ship and service of God in this
world.

You see, the Pharisees
were good at what they did.
They placed all the emphasis
on an outward keeping of the
laws and traditions of the
Jews.  They knew and studied
God’s Word in the Old Testa-
ment.  All the traditions
passed down to them from the
fathers they could recite to you
well.  In modern terms, they
knew the doctrines of the
Scriptures and the teachings
of the church.  And they kept

strictly all the traditions of
the church that, in their
minds, followed from those
doctrines.  Their external lives
were exemplary.  No one would
ever catch them eating food
with unwashed hands.  And, if
anyone would ask them the
“why” of this tradition, they
probably had a pretty good
answer on their tongues, too.
They made long prayers in the
marketplace; they wore the
proper clothing; they paid
tithes of mint, anise, and
cummin; they visited the wid-
ows.  And, negatively, they
made sure that they did not
walk more than a Sabbath-
day’s journey; that they would
not converse with a Gentile;
that they would eat nothing
unclean; and so on.  The out-
ward life and actions of the
Pharisee were, to the people,
near to perfection.  The Phari-
see was looked upon with awe
and reverence by the common
people.  There was no one quite
so holy in their eyes as the
Pharisee.

But the Pharisee, Jesus
points out, had a major fault.
He did not know what true
worship of God was.  It may
have looked like he did.  He
appeared to be the most avid
of worshipers of God.  But all
of his worship was in external
rites and customs and laws.  It
really had nothing to do with
the heart.  The “why” of wor-

thing in all the world that we
must show (we were created
and saved to show it) is the
faithful love of God.  In times
of distance from your wife, in
times of backsliding, this is
where my heart must be
pricked.  Christ keeps cov-
enant with me.  Do we see how
serious, how sacred, how sol-
emn is our marriage?  God is
saying, “You are married in
order that all the world may
know that I am faithful.  That
all the world may know that
Christ loves the church.”

Well, there is a lot of ap-
plication here.  There is appli-
cation for young adults and
for teenagers.  You need to
prepare yourself for marriage.
You prepare yourself for mar-
riage not by the last fling as a
single person.  You do not pre-
pare yourself by buying all
kinds of things or owning all
kinds of things.  You do not
prepare yourself for marriage
by looking at movies or por-
nography.  You  may be as-
sured that if you do that, you
have sowed the seeds that will,
apart from God’s grace, de-
stroy your marriage and bring
untold bitterness into your
soul.

No, you prepare for your
marriage when deep down in
your heart you live right now
faithful to God.  Faithful to
God in your body, faithful to
God in your thoughts.  Girls,

does that young man love God?
Well, he says he does, you say.
OK.  Is he faithful to God?
Well, what do you mean?  What
does he do with you and what
does he want to do with you?
Is he faithful to God?

Those who are married—
sometimes we want the “quick
fix.”  We find that our hearts
are filled with agony and it
seems as if we cannot endure
it for yet another moment.  We
find out that getting married
was not very hard.  It is stay-
ing married that can be very
hard and impossible for us.
God’s Word is the power to
change us.  And I pray that
this seed of God’s Word may
land, by the Holy Spirit, on
the heart of a little boy of six
years old or a little girl of nine
or a teenager of fourteen or
nineteen or a woman of thirty-
three or fifty-two or eighty.
Here is the Word of God:  Mar-
riage is about covenant keep-
ing.  It is about showing the
faithful love of God.  That is
what it is about.  That is what
God calls you to do.

May God put grit into our
souls—spiritual grit—so that
we are not blown away by the
billboards, by the Internet, by
the movies of this world, but
that in Christ we know a faith-
ful love of God, personally, as
sinners—the wonderful, faith-
ful love of God to us, so that we
are committed in marriage to
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Food cannot defile the heart
or the soul of a man.  The only
thing it can defile is our body.
What, in reality, pollutes a
man from a spiritual point of
view is that which comes out
of a man’s heart or mouth—
that is, that which is first of
all conceived in his heart and
only afterwards is expressed
with his mouth.  Corruption,
or evil, is not physical.  It is
moral; it is spiritual.  It never
comes into the mouth from
without, but is in the heart
already and comes to expres-
sion with the mouth.

The explanation of this
parable Jesus gives in the last
two verses in this passage:
verses 19, 20:  “For out of the
heart proceed evil thoughts,
murders….  These are the
things which defile a man:  but
to eat with unwashen hands
defileth not a man.”

Jesus was making direct
reference to the charge that
the Pharisees had leveled
against Him, namely, that His
disciples had eaten food with-
out first washing their hands.
This was considered, by tradi-
tion of the elders, a violation
of the law.  After all, one may
have touched or handled, in
the marketplace or some-
where, something that had
been touched previously by a
Gentile.  This would render
one’s hands spiritually un-
clean, they said.  If, then, he

touched food with unclean
hands and put that food into
his mouth, it would “defile”
him.

Thus Jesus uses this tra-
dition of the Pharisees to make
plain that sin is a matter of
the heart and not simply exter-
nal actions.  The “heart” here
in verse 19 does not of course
refer to the physical heart that
beats within our breasts.  The
Bible, in many different
places, speaks of the heart as
the spiritual core or center of
a man’s being.  In Greek and
Roman thought, the heart was
considered to be that out of
which proceeded all thoughts,
emotions, and so on.  But the
Bible takes it one step farther
and says that the heart is the
source of morality and spiri-
tuality.  It is the life-source of
our spiritual self.  And, there-
fore, it is that within man that
determines whether he will do
good or evil.  If the heart is
corrupt and depraved, it will
produce depraved thoughts
and desires.  Likewise, the
opposite is true.  If the heart is
good it will produce good
thoughts and desires.  And
these, in turn, will come out in
our words and actions.

Jesus’ point is this:  the
heart of a man is not defiled or
polluted simply because he
eats food with unwashed
hands.  Sin does not originate
on the outside and go in.  It

show a faithful love of God to
each other, so that when the
wind comes and the tornadoes
of trouble blow we are not
blown away.  Though hell
break loose, we are committed
to love faithfully even as He
loved us.  To our passions and
to our lusts, to our feelings
and to our rights, we say, “You
are not my God!  My rights?
What is right?  What about
me?  You are not God.  Me is
not God.  God is my God.  Cov-
enant is my life.  God is on
display in my marriage.  The
God who does not forsake me.
The God who takes me back in
repentance.”

May God give us grace in
our marriage.  May God give
us grace in this culture that
destroys marriage, in this self-
exalting land.  May we not
bow down at the shrine of our
desires and our own emotions.
But may we bow down at the
foot of Christ and ask:  “Lord,

give me a marriage that dis-
plays what it means that
Christ loves the church.  Give
me a marriage that wants first
to show Thy glory, a marriage
as it was intended by Thee in
the beginning.”

Let us pray.

Father, we thank Thee for
Thy precious Word, and we
pray that it may be a good
Word to our heart, that it may
be a balm of healing, or recom-
mitment, that we may focus
now more clearly upon our
calling.  For, Lord, we are sin-
ners.  And we get off the track.
And so many things become so
vitally important, especially
our own rights, to us.  May we
rather cast our rights aside
and say that we have but one
blessed privilege:  we shall
show forth Thy faithful love.
Grant it in Jesus’ name, Amen.




