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Dear Radio Friends,

We return today to the study 
of the fascinating book of 

Jonah.  Last time we left Jonah 
in the belly of a fish, where he 
prayed to God from a place of 
darkness and unimaginable 
stench.  There God worked 
repentance in the heart of His 
child.  There Jonah was given to 
cast himself upon God, confess 
his sin, and say that he yearned 
again for God’s presence.  There 
we saw that Jonah also vowed 
a vow as a prophet:  he would 
go to Nineveh in obedience to 
the word and command of God.
 Today I want to return to 
the surface of the sea, which 
is now calm, back to the ship 
now resting easily on the water 
and consider what we are told 
concerning the pagan sailors.  I 
read in Jonah 1:14-16, “Where-
fore they cried unto the Lord, 
and said, We beseech thee, O 
Lord, we beseech thee, let us not 
perish for this man’s life, and 
lay not upon us innocent blood:  
for thou, O Lord, has done as it 
pleased thee.  So they took up 
Jonah, and cast him forth into 
the sea:  and the sea ceased 
from her raging.  Then the men 
feared the Lord exceedingly, and 
offered a sacrifice unto the Lord, 
and made vows.”

 When we considered chap-
ter 1 and looked at it from the 
point of view of God, who would 
not let go of Jonah, I suggested 
to you that there was a sub-
plot in the chapter, with these 
pagan sailors.  The main theme 
of the book of Jonah is God’s 
sovereign mercy, that is, that 
God will show mercy to whom 
He will show mercy through 
Jesus Christ.  The book has, 
of course, much to teach us of 
God’s sovereign dealings with 
the disobedient man, Jonah, 
how God arrested him in his 
disobedience, confronted him in 
his sin, brought him to acknowl-
edge his sin, and brought him to 
repentance.  Now, as we turn our 
attention to these pagan sailors, 
we see a sub-plot tied with the 
very theme of the book itself — 
God’s sovereignty and mercy.  
 God would show mercy to 
the Ninevites out of His own 
eternal good pleasure.  The car-
nal attitude of Israel in that day 
was that God’s mercy somehow 
belonged to them.  Therefore 
Jonah, expressing that attitude, 
was unwilling to go to Nineveh 
lest God would show His mercy 
toward people that he did not 
consider worthy of that mercy.  
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So the book is to show God’s 
sovereign mercy.
 Now, with these pagan 
sailors, we see that, in spite of 
God’s disobedient prophet, God 
still is going to work through His 
prophet.  Through the witness-
ing and preaching that Jonah 
did on a boat, God is going to 
work conversion in the heart of 
pagan sailors, even as it pleased 
Him.
 Now you ask me, at the out-
set, what do you mean by conver-
sion?  Are you not aware, you ask 
me, of much harmful and false 
teaching on the subject of conver-
sion today?  Do you know that 
many insist that all true conver-
sion must be made at a moment 
in one’s life through a conscious 
decision to accept Christ and 
that there is no possibility for 
any other type of true conver-
sion?  So, they say, conversion 
means that you must be brought 
to a dramatic moment, perhaps 
even near death.  It must be a 
miraculous, memorable moment 
in your life.  You ask me, is that 
what you intend to make of these 
sailors?  Perhaps you ask me 
further the question:  Conver-
sion—you mean, genuine?  Do 
you say that these pagan sailors 
were genuinely converted?  Do 
we not all know of conversions, 
so-called conversions, that  were 
very short-lived, based only on 
emotions, and soon the sinners 
were found back in their old 
ways?  

by His grace, “I acknowledge my 
sin before God.  I loathe myself.  I 
am the sinner, and it grieves me 
that I have offended my God”?  
Then hear the oath of God:  “I 
will have mercy.  I am a God of 
lovingkindness and tender pity.”  
Believe that faithful promise of 
God, who hath blotted out your 
sins and now looks upon you 
with pleasure.  God delights in 
showing mercy.
 That is wonderfully brought 
out in the parable of the prodigal 
son.  There God shows that He 
does not have “half-way” houses.  
The repentant children of God 
are not sent to a shack out in 
the back.  But God brings them 
from the pig-pen to His own 
house.  “Put the robe upon him 
and put a ring upon his finger 
and let us make merry, for my 
son who was dead is alive!”  
 Very often a verse in Luke 
15 is misquoted.  There we read 
the Scriptures:  “I say unto 
you, that likewise joy shall be 
in heaven over one sinner that 

 My answer to all of that is 
this:  Conversion, according to 
the Scriptures, is the work of 
God’s grace in the heart of the 
born-again child of God—a work 
through His Spirit and Word 
and turning the sinner from the 
darkness of sin to the light of 
God.  Conversion is to be given 
a genuine, Spirit-worked rever-
ence for God, so that we fear the 
Lord exceedingly.  Conversion 
is to live a new and thankful 
life before God.  Conversion—
in the sense of what we read 
in Acts 26:18:  “To open their 
eyes, and to turn them from 
darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God, that 
they might receive forgiveness 
of sins, and inheritance among 
them which are sanctified by 
faith that is in me.”  Or again, 
I Thessalonians 1:9, 10:  “For 
they themselves shew of us what 
manner of entering in we had 
unto you, and how ye turned 
to God from idols to serve the 
living and true God; and to wait 
for his Son from heaven, whom 
he raised from the dead, even 
Jesus, which delivered us from 
the wrath to come.”  Conversion, 
according to Scripture, is a daily 
turning to God from sin, to God 
from a wicked world, to God 
from the devil’s temptations—a 
daily work of God in the heart 
of His child to give him sorrow 
for his sins and a turning to God 
in prayer, humility, trust, and 
service.  Conversion is seen in a 
life of unqualified obedience to 

repenteth.”  Very often that is 
meant to say that the angels 
rejoice over a repentant sinner.  
But that is not what it says.  
Whose joy?  “I say that joy shall 
be in heaven.”  Whose joy?  The 
angels?  No!  That is God’s joy!  
In heaven God rejoices!  God 
rejoices when He sees the grace 
of repentance.  For His great 
delight is to show mercy to His 
people.  
 Now believe this promise 
of God.  He hath not dealt with 
us according to our sins nor 
rewarded us according to our 
iniquities.  For as the heavens 
are high above the earth, so 
great is His mercy toward them 
that fear Him.
 Let us pray.

 Father, we thank Thee for 
Thy Word.  We would ask that 
Thou wilt write it upon our 
hearts.  We pray through Jesus 
Christ, Amen.



Reformed Witness Hour34 The Conversion of Pagan Sailors 3

God.  Conversion is absolutely 
necessary.  It is not the work 
of man’s will, not something 
that we give to God but that He 
graciously works in the hearts 
of His children.  Conversion is 
an absolutely necessary work 
of God for, Jesus said in Luke 
13:5, “I tell you, Nay:  but, except 
ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish.”
 Conversion is a great work 
of God’s power and grace.  Con-
version is the bringing up into 
our consciousness the life of 
Christ that God plants in our 
hearts, so that we see the horror 
of our sin and we turn from that 
sin to God.
 The narrative of these pagan 
sailors begins with the picture 
of the sailors in the nakedness 
and folly of their idolatry.  As 
the storm strikes the boat, they 
beseech their gods, in frenzied 
crying, to deliver them.  They 
were in the darkness of their 
ignorance and unbelief and as 
far from God as could be.  And 
the narrative concludes with 
this testimony, “Then the men 
feared the Lord exceedingly, 
and offered a sacrifice unto the 
Lord, and made vows.”  It was 
the opening of the eyes to turn 
them from darkness to light and 
from the power of Satan unto 
God.  All conversion is that great 
and powerful work of God.  
 These men were converted 
in their adult life out of a previ-
ous life of paganism.  Normally, 

We read in Proverbs 28:13:  “He 
that covereth his sins shall not 
prosper:  but whoso confesseth 
and forsaketh them shall have 
mercy.”  When God makes you 
humble and lowly, and when 
God gives you grace to confess 
your great misery as your sin, 
you shall find mercy at the hand 
of God.  Mercy awaits, gracious 
mercy, mercy that God promises 
in the way of repentance.  God 
does not change.  No, from all 
eternity His purposes towards 
His people in Christ are pur-
poses of tender mercy to bring 
us to repentance that we might 
know the blessings of His mercy.
 Finally, we read that God 
did it not, that is, He did not 
overthrow Nineveh at that time.  
From a study of the Word of 
God as set forth in the books 
of the Kings and Chronicles, 
Nineveh contin-
ued for a period 
of at least an-
other hundred 
years.  That is, 
we believe that 
the repentance, 
then, took root 
in that genera-
tion and in the one following—
they taught the way of the Lord 
to their children.  And we have 
here already a foretelling of the 
glorious advance of the gospel 
and of the truth that the desert 
shall blossom as a rose.  The 
judgments of God did not come 
for that generation.

God in the covenant of His grace 
works the work of conversion in 
childhood.  We preach and we 
teach the Scriptures in the light 
of the glorious truth of the cov-
enant of God’s grace, that God 
is the God of believers and their 
children.  Conversion is that dai-
ly work of His grace, even from 
childhood’s early days, so that I 
personally do not remember the 
moment that I was converted.  I 
was taught and brought up by 
my parents to turn to the Lord.  
And the Holy Spirit made that 
instruction effective in my life.  
Nevertheless, conversion is a 
great work of God.  God opens 
our eyes to the horror of sin not 
once, but repeatedly and daily, 
so that we see the folly of all else 
besides Him.  He convicts us of 
our helplessness and turns us to 
see Him in Christ as all of our 
life.
 Now do not envy these 
sailors.  They lived a previous 
life of shame.  They worshiped 
gods of wood and stone.  They 
gave their body over to every 
evil, to lust, and to all types of 
greed and cursing and women 
in every port.  Thank God if He 
has spared your life from such 
shame and you have grown 
up in the covenant of God as 
a converted Christian.  But do 
not lose sight of the greatness 
of conversion.  Conversion is not 
a life adjustment.  Conversion 
is not a coating of the paint 
of religion on one’s life.  But 
conversion is the great change 

 Why did not God bring judg-
ment?  Was it because they re-
pented?  Now the answer is this:  
The judgment of God’s people 
in Nineveh was diverted from 
their own head because it was 
inflicted on the Christ.  Hear me 
carefully!  Repentance does not 
atone for our sins.  Repentance 
does not erase our sins from the 
sight of God.  Repentance does 
not pay for our sin and avoid the 
judgment.  The blood of Jesus 
Christ alone erases sin and pays 
for our judgment.  Repentance 
is the gift of God in Jesus Christ 
worked in the hearts of those 
whom God has chosen in Christ 
and redeemed in the blood of 
His Son and to whom He has 
given His Spirit.  God did not 
pour His judgment upon us, 
upon His children, a judgment 
that would have made us perish.  
But God did cast that judgment 

upon His own 
Son.  The Word 
of God, Romans 
8:  “He spared 
not his own Son, 
but delivered 
him up for us 
all.”  He was 
delivered for our 

offenses.  He was crucified for 
our transgressions.  
 Does God know you, by His 
grace, as a repentant sinner?  
Do you say, “Even though my 
very repentance is imperfect and 
something that I need to repent 
of, yet God knows that He has 
worked it in me”?  Do you say, 

Repentance does not
atone for our sins.

Repentance does not
erase our sins

from the sight of God.
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that only God can make from 
death to life, from darkness to 
light, from Satan to God.  Just 
because you never bowed to an 
idol physically, 
just because 
you never lived 
the life of a pa-
gan sailor, do 
not think that 
God’s change 
made by grace in you, begun 
perhaps in infancy, was a little 
thing.  It was a mighty thing.  
It was a great thing, to God’s 
glory.  It was a work of God’s 
grace.  True conversion is by 
God’s grace in the heart through 
the Word of Christ.  
 God may use many different 
means in connection with His 
Word.  He used for the sailors 
a stormy sea.  He used for the 
sailors spent strength.  They 
had rowed hard to bring their 
ship to land and they could not.  
They were at the end of their ef-
forts.  Then God used the words 
of Jonah.  He was a disobedi-
ent prophet, but nevertheless 
Jonah spoke the truth of God.  
Through all of these things God 
converted.  The means that God 
used cannot accomplish this 
unless He comes and turns the 
heart and makes those means ef-
fective.  God used the storm; God 
used the words of the prophet.  
But you must see something in 
conversion that only God can 
give you to see.  It is not a twenty-
foot wave crashing down upon 
your boat that is going to turn 

your heart to God in repentance.  
It is not the conscious realization 
that the idol that you are bow-
ing down to on the boat cannot 

save you, but 
if you hold on 
to it now, it is 
going to take 
you down to the 
bottom.  This 
knowledge will 

not produce the grace of conver-
sion.  
 Conversion is when God 
works in your heart, through 
these means, to turn you from 
your sin unto Him.  We read in 
Acts 13:48, “As many as were or-
dained to eternal life believed.”  
We believe, Acts 18:27, that it 
is “through grace.”  God must 
work His work of grace.
 We know that it is our na-
ture to push aside and forget 
moments of great stress and 
danger, even drowning, fall-
ing through the ice.  Perhaps 
you have fallen through the 
ice and you thought you had 
found religion.  Or, perhaps, 
there are other emotional mo-
ments in your life.  But these 
things soon, for many, fade.  
The dullness of sin returns, 
and a life of ease soon puts far 
from them the memory of these 
former calamities.  Hardness is 
all that we would have before 
God.  Perhaps you even pride 
yourself that you are able to 
handle death.  You are able to 
enter into a funeral parlor and 

God waits to see what man will 
do, and then God makes up His 
mind as to what He will do.”
 Now we ask the question, 
How do we square this Word of 
God (God repented of the evil 
that He had said He would do) 
with the decrees of God?  The 
answer is this:  This verse (God 
repented of the evil that He had 
said He would do) does not mean 
that there was a change in the 
eternal plan of God.  It does not 
mean that God purposed one 
thing eternally and then altered, 
or changed, His mind.  Repen-
tance, as in a change of purpose, 
is something that God does not 
and cannot do.  Numbers 23:19:  
“God is not a man, that he should 
lie; neither the son of man, that 
he should repent:  hath he said, 
and shall he not do it?  or hath 
he spoken, and shall he not make 
it good?”  I Samuel 15:29:  “And 
a l s o  t h e 
Strength of 
Israel will 
not lie nor 
repent:  for 
he is not a 
man, that 
he should repent.”  Romans 1:29:  
“For the gifts and calling of God 
are without repentance.”  
 What does it mean that God 
repented of the evil?  It means 
that, from our point of view, it 
seemed that God would do one 
thing, and then He did it not.  
As we behold the unfolding of 
God’s eternal purposes, it has 

...the hope of the child of God
is that God is

unchangeable in His mercy.

the appearance of a change of 
mind toward His creatures.  
That is not, of course, the case in 
reality.  Eternally God wills all, 
God knows all that He shall do.  
And, remember, God had never 
said that He would overthrow 
a repentant Nineveh.  It was 
the Nineveh whose sin came up 
against Him that He said He 
would overthrow.  By His grace, 
He had purposed that Nineveh 
would repent.  God’s will is fixed.  
God’s decree is eternal.  But as it 
unfolds, it unfolds in justice.  Sin 
brings judgment.  Repentance 
brings blessing.  
 Let us apply that a moment.  
God says that there is an un-
breakable bond between sin and 
judgment on the one hand, and 
repentance and mercy on the 
other.  From Genesis to Revela-
tion, the Bible makes that plain.  
Sin brings judgment.  And, in 

the way of 
the grace of 
repentance, 
we experi-
ence the fa-
vor of God.  

 Then the hope of the child 
of God is not that God will 
change.  God does not change.  
The wages of sin is death.  The 
way of evil is destruction.  But 
the hope of the child of God is 
that God is unchangeable in His 
mercy.  God brings the grace of 
repentance, and with that grace 
of repentance comes the assur-
ance of God’s favor and blessing.  

Conversion is not
a coating of the paint

of religion on one’s life.
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go through great distress and 
come back unshaken.  You are 
still “your own man.”  That is 
because of the hardness of your 
heart.  It is the grace of God that 
brings conversion.
 As I said, God used means.  
He used the storm.  He used even 
the very threat of death.  These 
men stood at the realization that 
they were going to die.  At that 
moment they realized that there 
was something more important 
than their own lust.  Their val-
ues shifted.  God can use the 
fear of death as a blessing for 
His people.  Are you drunken 
with this life?  Have you ever 
given much thought to your own 
death, to eternity, to hell, to 
heaven?  Do you see that earthly 
things are dust and sand?  Or 
does your ease and your success 
and your plenty make you boast, 
no, make you like a beast, like 
a cow?  God used the threat of 
death.  God showed the utter 
impotence of their idols.  The 
sailors saw that their idols were 
totally inadequate.  Yes, God 
used all of these things.  
 But, centrally, we must see 
that God used the words of His 
disobedient prophet.  The nar-
rative gives us a brief summary 
of what Jonah said to them.  It 
suggests that Jonah said more 
to them.  But we do learn of a 
few things that Jonah said.  He 
said to them, first, that God is 
the God of heaven.  “I am an 
Hebrew; and I fear the Lord, 

the God of heaven” (v. 9).  He 
told them that there is one, true, 
eternal, sovereign God who is 
the God of heaven.  He is not 
a God who has arisen from the 
earth out of the imaginations 
of men.  Oh, no!  He is the God 
of heaven, exalted, infinite in 
power and majesty.  He told 
them that this God made the 
sea and the dry land.  “Unlike 
the gods you made,” said Jonah.  
“You made them by your hand.  
The true God is the Creator of 
all things and holds the world 
in His hand.”  He told them 
that man was accountable to 
God.  We know that because the 
sailors say, “Lord, lay not upon 
us innocent blood, for thou hast 
done as it pleased thee.”  Jonah 
must have been teaching them 
some very sound things.  Jonah 
must have told them that God 
takes men up in judgment and 
that man must answer to God.  
Jonah also had told them of the 
way to God, for he told them that 
he had fled from the presence 
of God.  He said to them, “I’m 
disobedient.  I walked away from 
the fellowship of God.”  And in 
those words he must have made 
plain to them that God, by grace, 
makes it possible for sinners to 
come unto Him through Jesus 
Christ.
 That is the message of the 
gospel right now in this very 
day.  In America, in Canada, or 
wherever you are as you hear 
this message, this is the truth:  
There is one true God of heaven 

that God said He would do was 
to judge their wickedness and 
to call down upon their heads 
what their sins deserved.  The 
evil that God would do, then, 
was not a moral evil.  God does 
not do wicked things.  But it 
was in the sense of calamity and 
destruction upon Nineveh.  The 
evil, as men would see it.  Men 
would think that it is good that 
they go on in their sins.  But 
God, in justice, visits men with 
destruction because of their sin.  
God takes men up in His hands 
to reckon with them.  
 God repented of the evil that 
He had said that He would do.  
He repented.  He did not bring 
the overthrow that He said He 
would.  
 Now, what does that mean?  
Immediately wicked men twist 

the Word of 
God.  As Pe-
ter says in 
II Peter 3, 
they wres-
t l e  w i t h 
the Scrip-
tures unto 
their own 

destruction.  Immediately 
someone would take this verse, 
and others like it (perhaps in 
Genesis 6, where we read that 
it repented the Lord that He had 
made man and it grieved him at 
His heart), and they would say, 
“Ah, God changes His mind.  God 
is fickle.  God reacts to man.  It 
does matter what man does.  

and judging and determining.  
But the focus of the eye of God 
is not on the pronouncements 
of men, not on the ragings of 
unbelief against His Christ.  His 
eye beholds where His Word is 
heard and brought to the heart.  
There God rejoices.  
 Is that true of you, by the 
grace of God?  God rejoices, God 
looks with pleasure and favor 
upon His children when, by His 
grace, they walk in repentance.  
When, by the Word of God, they 
are changed unto new creatures; 
when God brings them to repen-
tance, that they know their sin 
and they see it as God sees, and 
they are broken and humbled 
before God.  God looks with favor 
on the lonely and broken and 
lowly heart of the child of God 
who feels as if he is forever aban-
doned because of his sin.  Hear 
the Word 
o f  G o d :  
God looks 
with favor 
upon such a 
heart, with 
H i s  a p -
proval and 
blessing.
 The next thing we read:  
“And God repented of the evil, 
that he had said that he would do 
unto them.”  What was the evil 
that God had said He would do to 
Nineveh?  In verse 4 of chapter 3 
we read that Jonah proclaimed, 
“Yet forty days, and Nineveh 
shall be overthrown.”  The evil 

God looks with favor on the lonely
and broken and lowly heart

of the child of God who feels as if
he is forever abandoned

because of his sin. 
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and earth who exists in Himself, 
who ever was and ever shall be.  
He is the great and the holy God.  
He is the Creator who has made 
you and holds you in His hands.  
He will judge you and you must 
answer to Him.  There is but one 
way to His presence:  His grace 
and His Son Jesus Christ.
 The fruit of those words 
of Jonah, by the grace of God, 
was the conversion of pagan 
sailors.  It began in prayer.  
They cried unto the Lord.  They 
used the name Lord, Jehovah, 
the God of the covenant.  They 
expressed the truth that God 
is the almighty God, that God 
has done, they say, as it hath 
pleased Him.  God rules, they 
say, in sovereign authority and 
untouchable justice.  They be-
come very earnest, “We beseech 
thee.”  They cry to God in prayer, 
in utter dependence upon the 
sovereign and holy God.
 We are told that they feared 
the Lord exceedingly.  Now fear, 
in the Scriptures, can be used in 
the sense of mere dread, terror.  
But here it is not used in that 
sense.  It is used in the sense of 
reverence and awe of God.  They 
feared the Lord exceedingly.  
Their whole being was caught 
up in reverence for God.  They 
knew their undoneness as sin-
ners.  They knew the greatness 
of the holy God.  They feared the 
Lord exceedingly.  Now notice, 
this is written after the storm 
ceased.  If we had read that they 

feared the Lord exceedingly in 
the storm, that would not have 
impressed us as much.  They 
would have been scared out of 
their wits.  Perhaps they were 
like a soldier in a fox hole who 
cries, “Get me out of this, I don’t 
want to die, God.  I’ll become a 
missionary.”  Then he is deliv-
ered and he turns to his buddy 
and says, “Boy, that was a close 
call.  Let’s celebrate when we get 
some leave and we’ll drink and 
gamble.”  But that is not what 
happened.  After the storm had 
ceased, a new reverence grips 
their hearts and they cry unto 
God in reverence and in thank-
fulness.  
 They sacrificed to the Lord, 
we are told, and made their 
vows.  They sacrificed.  What 
did they sacrifice?  How could 
they do that after a storm upon 
a boat?  We do not know.  We 
mind our own business.  God 
tells us that they sacrificed.  But 
it does tell us this, that they 
understood that the approach 
to God that He had revealed in 
the Old Testament was in the 
way of sacrifice, of thanksgiving 
and praise.  Even as we read in 
Psalm 51, “Create in me a clean 
heart, O God.  The sacrifices of 
the Lord are a broken spirit; a 
broken and a contrite heart, O 
Lord, thou wilt not despise.”  
And they made vows.  That 
means that they made a solemn 
acknowledgment of God’s claims 
upon them—that they would 
serve and obey Him, that they 

Jonah had not preached
a wannabe God

who was looking for man
to accept him.

sort, seen in humble, trusting 
obedience to God.  God saw 
that their repentance was not 
a sham, not merely an outward 
sacrifice.  It was not rooted sim-
ply in the emotions, but it was 

rooted in the 
new heart that 
God had given.  
And God was 
pleased.  God 
was glorified.  
God expressed 

His favor upon the Ninevites 
and upon His grace in them.  
 Let us apply that for just a 
moment.  The Word of God comes 
to you, too.  You, too, today, in 
this program, and, I trust, in a 
faithful church, have heard the 
preaching that God has sent — 
the preaching of His Word — the 
preaching of the Word of the 
Holy Scriptures that tells you 
that you are not independent, 
out to make your own way, but 
you are accountable, created by 
God and answerable to God.  The 
preaching tells you of your sin 
and of Christ alone as Savior.  
Now God looks to see His grace.  
God looks to see His grace within 
the hearts of His children, that 
we walk with humble and thank-
ful hearts before the living God.  
Yes, the eyes of God today are on 
all that goes on in the Oval Office 
and in Cabinet meetings; all that 
happens throughout the whole 
world in the strategies of men, in 
business rooms, in court rooms, 
and on Wall Street.  Yes, the eyes 
of God are everywhere, ruling 

Spirit among them.  He had 
brought His Word through a 
man, Jonah, to whom the Lord 
had granted first repentance 
and obedience.  Jonah preached 
the Word of God.  Jonah had 
not preached a 
wannabe God 
who was look-
ing for man to 
accept him.  But 
Jonah preached 
the living God 
in whose hands man is.  Jonah 
proclaimed the issues of sin, of 
a holy God, and of judgment.  
Jonah declared the truth of 
accountability to God, answer-
ability, and being exposed to the 
wrath of God for sin.  Jonah had 
proclaimed the promises of God 
in Jesus Christ.  Jonah brought 
God’s Word to them.  
 And what did God see as the 
response?  He saw their works, 
that they turned from their evil 
way.  Was that the Ninevites’ 
works?  Well, yes, but only be-
cause God had first worked it in 
them; only because, as we read 
in Philippians 2:13, “It is God 
which worketh in you both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure.”  
God looked with favor upon His 
own work.  God admires what 
He does.  God admires all of 
His works, and God especially 
admires and is pleased with 
His work of grace.  God saw 
His grace, which produced 
true, sincere, rare repentance.  
God saw His grace working in 
Nineveh a sorrow after a godly 



Reformed Witness Hour30 The Conversion of Pagan Sailors 7

their evil way.  There was a look 
of favor upon them.  Now, what 
does that mean that God saw 
their works, that they turned 
from their evil way?  Does it 
mean that there were some 
things that God notices and 
there are other things that He 
did not?  Obviously, that is not 
the meaning.  The Scriptures 
teach us that the knowledge of 
God is infinite.  “The eyes of the 
Lord,” say the Scriptures, “are 
in every place, beholding the 
good and the evil.”  God knows 
all there is to know about all 
things in all places all the time.  
He knows all things in all places 
eternally.  He says in His Word, 
“As I have thought, so shall it 
also be.”  If you want to know how 
small you are, think about that.  
That will bring you to your knees 

with Job to 
say, “I am but 
as yesterday,” 
or with David 
in Psalm 139, 
“Such knowl-
edge is too 
great for me, 
it is high; I 

cannot attain unto it.”  
 Then, what does it mean 
that God saw their works, that 
they turned from their evil way?  
It means that God looked upon 
the repentance of the Ninevites 
with favor, with pleasure, with 
acceptance, as something that 
was true and genuine, with His 
approval.  Now, let us remember 
that God sent His Word and His 

tend.  You know the truth.  You 
have been taught that truth as 
it is in Jesus Christ from your 
childhood’s early days.  Does 
the zeal and love of converts 
from paganism in Ghana, the 
Philippines, the Far East shame 
you?  Does their zeal show you 
guilty of indifference?  Does it 
show that your heart has been 
swallowed up in the things of 
this earth?  God calls you to be 
to His praise.  God calls you to a 
daily, genuine conversion.  Turn 
from your idols to the living God!  
Do not worship pleasure; do not 
worship money; do not worship 
lust, and honor, and fame—the 
gods of the heathen.  Worship 
and serve God!
 We must be filled with 
gratitude for what God has 
done for us and we must see the 
greatness of His grace.  Do you 
bless God for conversion that He 
has opened your eyes, He has 
turned you from your folly, and 
He has given to you a hope that 
shall never make you ashamed?  
Then, let us pray today:  “Turn 
me, Lord, and I shall be turned.  
For Thou art the Lord my God.”
 Let us pray.

 Father, thanks for Thy 
Word.  Bind it to our hearts.  
Amen.

would dedicate themselves by 
His power and grace to His ser-
vice, that they would live and die 
in His fear, that they would now 
live with one consuming desire:  
Lord, what wilt Thou have me 
to do?
 This was great grace.
 In the conversion of these 
pagan sailors God was un-
derscoring the wickedness of 
Israel’s impenitence in the days 
of Jonah.  God was doing as He 
had told them, that He would 
raise up a people who formerly 
did not know Him in order to 
provoke them to jealousy who 
did, in their generations, know 
Him.  What was the state of 
Israel in Jonah’s day?  We read 
in the Old Testament that they 
wearied of Jehovah, they turned 
to the very gods these sailors 
dumped over into the sea.  Is 
that not something?  The gods 
that these sailors realize are 
stumps of wood and heave over-
board were the very idols that 
Israel, the people who had the 
priests and the temple and the 
sacrifices and the prophets and 
the promises, was turning to.  
 We would say, where on 
earth would you look for repen-
tance and holiness?  Would you 
not look in Israel?  No!  Israel 
turns from God to testify of the 
horror, the folly of it.  God raises 
up pagans to know and fear Him.
 There is a word there to us.  
Do you have the Word of God?  
You have a sound church you at-

peradventure will give them re-
pentance to the acknowledging 
of the truth.”  And in Romans 2:4:  
“The goodness of God leadeth 
thee to repentance.”  And Acts 
15:18: “Known unto God are all 
his works from the beginning of 
the world.”  
 But let us not miss the clear 
and very wonderful meaning.  
God treats repentant sinners in 
mercy.  “I will heal their back-
slidings,” He says through the 
prophet.  “I will have mercy and 
compassion; I will abundantly 
pardon.”  
 What a fitting thing for us 
to contemplate today—God’s 
dealings with repentant sinners.  
God did not do with us as we 
deserved.  He did not pour out 
upon us the evil that we had 
coming.  But He 
gave Christ for 
all the sins of 
His people.  And 
the Holy Spirit 
gives us to know 
this wonderful 
mercy of God.  
When we know 
that mercy, that God has dealt 
with us in mercy, then our hearts 
must soar in gratitude.
 If we look at the verse again, 
we see that God’s dealings with 
the repentant sinners are de-
scribed for us in three verbs:  God 
saw their works, God repented 
of the evil, and God did it not.
 First of all, God saw their 
works, that they turned from 

 When we know that mercy, 
that God has dealt with us
in mercy, then our hearts

must soar in gratitude.
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dealings with their sin against 
God.  They turned from their 
own evil way and from the vio-
lence that was in their hands.  
They saw sin no longer in gen-
eral terms, but they looked upon 
their own hearts.  They were 
not satisfied any longer simply 
to nod their head in agreement 
that men are very bad and sinful.  
But they saw their own evil way 
and they dropped the sin that 
was in their own hand and fled 
from it in repentance.
 Further, we saw that they 
pleaded for the mercy of God.  
They had heard the message of 
the mercies that were in God 
through Jesus Christ.  
 Now, in verse 10, we read 
of Jehovah’s response, or Jeho-
vah’s dealings with those who 
have been brought to repen-
tance.  This verse is written in 
order of time as we see it.  We see 
it this way:  Nineveh repented; 
and God did not destroy them 
but showed mercy.  The Scrip-
tures tell us that eternally God 
had willed their repentance.  
From all eternity God has de-
termined the salvation of His 
people and, by His grace, He has 
purposed to accomplish it.  We 
read in II Timothy 2:25:  “If God 

 That is very applicable to 
us.  In a day when the church is 
choosing marketing techniques 
over the Word of God; in a day 
when the church is rejecting the 
preaching of the gospel; in a day 
when churches deny inspiration 
and they hem and they haw over 
whether or not the Bible is word-
for-word the Word of God; and 
in a day when the church begins 
to concoct its own methods to 
expand the church and her wit-
ness — in that day, I say, we are 
not left in doubt.  Read Jonah 3.  
It is the power of the Word of 
God spoken exactly as God has 
given it in the Scriptures, which 
Word is the power of God unto 
salvation.  God said to Jonah, 
“Preach unto it the preaching 
that I bid thee.”  
 Let that characterize us 
today.  No matter what, church 
of Jesus Christ, let us preach the 
Word of God faithfully.  Let us 
witness of the living Word of God.  
And let us believe what we read 
in the Scriptures (Jeremiah), “Is 
not my word like a hammer?”  
Nevertheless (Isaiah), “the word 
of God shall not return void but 
shall accomplish the purpose to 
which God sends it.”  
 Chapter three is also the 
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Dear Radio Friends,

Returning once more to our 
study in the book of Jonah, 

we have come today to Jonah 
3:10.  We read, “And God saw 
their works, that they turned 
from their evil way; and God 
repented of the evil, that he had 
said that he would do unto them; 
and he did it not.”  
 Last week we saw that God 
brought Nineveh to repentance 
through His Word.  We saw 
that God was the author of this 
repentance, verse 5:  “So the 
people of Nineveh believed God.”  
The dramatic change in the city 
of Nineveh was not caused by 
buildings falling down, walls 
and towers collapsing, or a fear 
of terrorists.  Nineveh was the 
terrorist nation of the then-
known world.  
 But the repentance was 
caused by the Word of God.  
Jonah had preached the preach-
ing that God had bidden him to 
preach.  And the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of 
God, had gone forth to conquer 
and to bring men and women to 
repentance before God.  
 Is that so with you today?  
 We learn, further, that the 
people of Nineveh had thorough 

In our study of the book of Jo-
nah we have come to the third 

chapter, the first four verses.  
If you have your Bible handy, 
open the Word of God with me 
and read these verses.
 Chapter three is the high 
point in the remarkable book of 
Jonah.  How amazing the story 
of chapters one and two:  of the 
disobedient prophet Jonah, who 
ran from the presence of the 
Lord when he was told to go 
to Nineveh; of the stormy sea 
and of the ship; of being cast 
overboard and swallowed by a 
whale; of three days spent in the 
belly of the great fish and now 
spit out on the shore—all of it 
is the prelude to the wonder of 
chapter three.  For in chapter 
three of the book of Jonah we 
have the power of the word of 
God, energized through God’s 
elective grace, to bring unto 
Himself those whom He chose in 
Christ.  Jonah goes to Nineveh, 
that great and wicked city, 
ripe for judgment.  And great 
portions of it are brought to 
repentance before God—a fore-
telling of the glorious gospel in 
the New Testament, gathering 
the church out of darkness into 
the light of Christ.
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read, came to Jonah the second 
time.  That is very beautiful, too, 
because it certainly tells us that 
God’s Word is going to have its 
own way in our lives.  We can-
not escape, suppress, ignore, or 
erase God’s Word.  You cannot 
do that if you are a child of God.  
That is a sobering, but comfort-
ing, truth.  God’s Word tracks 
us right down, follows us, and 
brings us right back to the place 
of our disobedience and comes 
to us the second time.
 How many times have you 
disobeyed Him, set His Word 
aside, run away like Jonah?  
Does God disown you as His 
child?  No.  He disciplines you.  
But the Word of God comes the 
second time:  “Jonah, arise, go to 
Nineveh.”  That is God’s grace.  
 Imagine, for a moment, 
how Jonah must have felt.  Had 
he not permanently disquali-

fied himself as 
a prophet?  Af-
ter a period of 
time that only 
afterwards Jo-
nah could de-

termine to have been three 
days (how does one tell time 
in a whale’s belly, in the pitch 
dark, in dampness and slime?), 
Jonah had been spit back upon 
the dry land.  He felt the internal 
wrenching of the fish.  He was 
hurled skyward over the water.  
And he landed on a sandy (or 
perhaps, stony) shoreline.  His 
eyes and face are shriveled from 

tion, like all of the other works 
in God’s kingdom, we see that it 
is awesome, serious, important, 
and overwhelming.  We feel that 
way as teachers.  We feel that 
way as parents.  We feel that 
way as pastors and elders.  We 
are weak, and the world and 
its sin are strong.  There seem 
to be few who are convicted of 
these things—the commitment 
and the taxing work of getting 
everyone together and behind 
one project and agreed is so very 
difficult.  We become discour-

aged and skep-
tical and bitter.  
We say, “Well, 
we’re spinning 
our wheels.”  
 Oh, no!  That 
is not true.  A 
little experience 
in the work of 
God will teach 
you that it is 
exactly when 

we feel at an end and that we 
cannot go on, it is exactly then 
that God is delighted to work in 
us and to give to us.
 May He give us and pre-
serve for us Christian schools, 
organized out of conviction for 
Christian education.
 Let us pray.

 Father, we thank Thee for 
Thy holy Word.  We pray that 
Thou wilt bless it unto our 
hearts.  Amen.

“Ichabod” above their school, 
church, or organization.  We cry 
in love to God and to His cause 
on earth, “Maintain the truth 
that the Bible is word-for-word 
God’s Word.”  There is where 
your child must be instructed.  
 And in that school, teachers 
must instruct to a godly life, 
training up the child in the ways 
of God.  This is our conviction 
for Christian education.
 May God bless it in the com-
ing year.  Those who have the 
grace and privi-
lege of such a 
school, may you 
not lose your 
vision.  May 
you not lose 
your thankful-
ness.  And may 
you not become 
c o m p l a c e n t 
concerning this 
great gift that 
God has given 
you.
 In areas and Christian com-
munities where such a school 
is not to be found, may you 
be encouraged by the Word of 
God to labor faithfully in the 
love of God, one with another, 
for the establishment of such a 
Christian school.  And as we go 
forth in this school year, may we 
do so in confidence as parents, 
believers, children, and young 
people.  
 When we stop to consider 
the work of Christian educa-

 Nothing so glorifies God
as the immediate and explicit 

obedience of His children.

highlight in the life of Jonah.  
What a wonderful part of his 
life.  Here we see him acting 
consistent with the grace of God 
within him.  In chapter one we 
saw a disobedient child of God 
and we saw a mass of hopeless 
contradictions.  We saw a child 
of God who had to say to pagan 
sailors, “I fear God, but I’m run-
ning from Him.  I’m a Hebrew, 
but I don’t want God’s presence.  
He’s the God of heaven, but I 
take it upon myself to disobey 
Him.”  
 Now Jonah is standing in 
the beauty of obedience.  That is 
certainly applicable to us.  The 
beauty of obedience.  Do you 
obey God?  Do you call yourself a 
Christian?  Do you call yourself 
His child?  Do you obey your 
parents?  Do you forgive your 
wife/husband/one another?  Do 
you speak no evil?  Do you lay 
up treasures in 
heaven?  Are 
you separate 
from a world of 
sin?  Do you con-
fess your sins 
before  God?  
Nothing so glorifies God as the 
immediate and explicit obedi-
ence of His children.  And that 
is what we are going to see in 
Jonah today.  What about you?  
The Word of God calls you, as a 
young man, as a wife, as a child, 
calls you to obedience.  Do you 
obey?
 The word of the Lord, we 

When we stop to consider
the work of

Christian education,
like all of the other works

in God’s kingdom,
we see that it is awesome,

serious, important,
and overwhelming.
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in his disobedience that he de-
clared that he would rather die 
than do his calling.  “Throw me 
overboard,” he had said to the 
sailors.  Now, having preserved 
his life, we would have said, “All 
right, Jonah, go home.  We’re 
glad you repented, but you can’t 
be of further use to God.  Your 
calling is revoked.”  
 But that is not God’s way.  
God brings the same commis-
sion.  He restores, in the way 
of repentance, and He reaffirms 
the calling.  
 You ask me, “Pastor, is God 
really like that?  To those who 
have turned a deaf ear to His 
Word and pursued their own 
way of folly, and have been 
restored by grace alone and 
reinstated in repentance, is God 
truly that merciful?”  Yes, He 
is like that.  If He were not like 
that, no one could ever serve 
Him.  
 We as husband or father 
have a commission from God.  
We disqualify ourselves, we turn 
to our own way.  In anger, we 
want our own ease, in selfish-
ness we turn from our calling.  
God humbles us, and what does 
He say?  “Now go.  Return to your 
calling.”  Have we not in our 
own sins taken matters into our 
own hands?  Have we not denied 
Him who has called us to confess 
Him?  Have we not all, as Jonah, 
turned from a clear path or call-
ing before God?  Of course we 
have.  That is our sin.  And God?  

the darkness.  He tries to get 
his balance.  His clothes and 
skin are covered with slime and 
stench.  He asks the question, 
“Where am I?”  And he reflects 
on the unusual providence of 
God that spared his life.  The 
last sight he had seen was the 
heaving, angry sea.  Now he is 
on the dry land again.  What 
was he to do?  Where was he to 
go?  Where was he?  He was in 
a bewildered state.  He could 
not go back to Israel and be a 
prophet.  And would it not be 
presumptuous to think that he 
still was a prophet after such 
disobedience?  
 So we read, “The word of 
the Lord came to Jonah the 
second time, saying, Arise, go 
unto Nineveh, that great city, 
and preach unto it the preaching 
that I bid thee.”  Do you see the 
grace of God?  It would have been 
grace to preserve the prophet.  It 
would have been grace to send 
him back to Israel and say to 
him, “You should be amazed 
that you are not dead.”  But God 
reissues the commission.  God 
send him back.  
 What would we have done?  
Here is a man who has gone one 
hundred eighty degrees in the 
wrong direction.  Here is a man 
who was entrusted with the 
honor of God to bear God’s word 
and to do God’s will.  He had 
been given a calling, clear and 
explicit.  And flatly he refused.  
Jonah became so determined 

A good Christian school
and the schools that
Christians organize
out of conviction

are schools committed to  the
inerrancy of the Word of God.  

a school for your child.  You will 
ask, perhaps, “Where does this 
school stand in its sports pro-
gram?  What place does it give 
to sports?”  You might receive 
a vague answer.  You might 
receive one that you disagree 
with.  You might ask the ques-
tion, “What about the band and 
the music here?  What about 
extra-curricular activities?  
What about college preparation?  
What about secretarial schools?  
What about home-ec?”  And you 
may receive various answers, 
some that satisfy you and some 
that may not.  But here is the 
question that you must ask and 
you must receive the right an-
swer:  “Where does this school 
stand regarding the holy Scrip-
tures and the Reformed, biblical 
faith expressed in the creeds 

drawn from 
holy Scrip-
ture?  Does 
this school, 
and the par-
ents behind 
it, believe that 
Scripture is 
word-for-word 
the Word of 

God, who cannot lie and there-
fore is to be trusted in all of its 
teachings?”  The answer to that 
is either a “Yes,” or a “No.”  
 For any church, or any 
Christian school, or any Chris-
tian organization to deny the 
clarity and authority of the 
Word of God as God’s word, 
word-for-word, is to put the word 

school!  You must never, as a par-
ent, downplay learning.  It is the 
most fascinating thing that God 
has given to us as children—to 
learn of His wonders in Himself 
and in His creation and in all 
things as all things ultimately 
reflect the glory of God.  
 This is what we want:  a 
good Christian school—paren-
tal, doctrinal, educational—in 
which our children are trained 
unto godliness.
 That is our conviction be-
cause of our commitment to the 
Scriptures as the inerrant, with-
out error, Word of our sovereign 
God before whom we delight to 
bow and whom we delight to 
serve.  
 This is our conviction 
because of the truth of the 
authority, the 
perspicuity, 
or clarity, of 
Holy Scrip-
ture.  A good 
C h r i s t i a n 
school and the 
schools that 
Christians or-
ganize out of 
conviction are schools commit-
ted to the inerrancy of the Word 
of God.  
 We weep when we see in 
Christianity the subtle, and 
sometimes more and more 
blatant, proud denials of the 
inerrancy and infallibility of 
Holy Scripture.  Someday, per-
haps, you will go to investigate 
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God disciplines.  God chastens.  
God corrects.  God breaks you 
and He brings you low.  He does 
not play around with you in the 
way of sin.  He does not gently 
step around the issues of your 
disobedience.  He does not play 
a game.  Then, when you come 
through the fish’s belly and you 
have been spit out, what word 
does God bring to you?  Does 
He say, “You’d better just be 
thankful that you’re forgiven.  
But I’m not going to use you 
anymore”?  Oh, no.  There is 
unmerited grace:  “Jonah, I’ll 
tell you the second time now.  
Go and do what I told you to 
do.”  That was utterly gracious.
 Would you notice with me 
also that when the Word of God 
came to him the second time, it 
was the same word?  There was 
no alteration, no smoothing of 
the rough edges, no rephras-
ing of the commission in words 
that might be more palatable to 
Jonah.  After all, Jonah, when 
that call came to him the first 
time, found it so contrary to his 
desires, it so rubbed him, it so 
gnawed at him, that he rejected 
it.  Well, would it not be wiser 
this second time to modify the 
words a little bit and to put it 
more softly, with a little bit more 
explanation?  No.  It comes the 
same way, the same words.  You 
see, we are like children.  Some-
times, as children, we are told 
what we do not want to do and 
we throw a tantrum, thinking 
that our tantrum will get our 

parents, if not to change, at 
least to tone it down a little bit.  
We think that we can soften the 
command by a tantrum.  A wise 
parent will not do that.  A wise 
parent will come back with the 
same command.  So does God.
 God says, “Husband, love 
your wife.”  And God is not going 
to adjust that for your situation.  
You say to Him, “But she’s so 
….”  And then you go through 
this violent time of upheaval in 
your marriage and you finally 
come to repentance.  And you 
say, “Well, OK, OK, I’ll try to 
bear with her a little bit.  I’ll 
live in another room.”  Oh, no.  
The word of God comes to you 
the second time and says, “Man, 
love your wife.”  
 God says to you, “Seek the 
things that are above.  Watch 
over the Sabbath day.  You are 
not to labor on the Sabbath day.”  
You say, “Well, alright, I’ll re-
member the Lord’s day from 9:30 
on Sunday morning till 11:47.  
But then I need some time for 
myself…for my work…for my 
pleasures.”  Oh, no!  God does 
not adjust His commands.  Let 
us learn to obey the first time.  
Let us learn that if we try to run 
away from God, sooner or later 
He is going to deal with us.  And 
we are going to have to face the 
very command that we tried to 
run from.  
 God is gracious.  But yet, 
there is a slight difference in this 
second commission.  In the first 

Romans 3:4:  “Let God be true, 
but every man a liar.”  A good 
Christian school does not send 
forth her students upon the sea 
of life without a chart, with one 
paddle in a rubber dingy, but 
sets their feet upon solid ground 
and says to the children, “Come 
what may, this is the truth and 
it will not change.”  
 Thirdly, a good Christian 
school is educational.  It provides 
a well-rounded, academically 
sound education.  A Christian 
school is not just a school with 
a Bible class and everything else 
that happens in the school is OK 
until 3:15 when the bell rings.  
Then we are done.  Oh, no!  A 
biblical school means that the 
Scriptures are applied in every 
realm of education.  We must 
nurture them, says the apostle 
Paul in Ephesians 6.  That is, 
their minds.  I press all things, 

says Paul, into 
the service of 
Christ.  I bring 
every thought 
into captivity 
to the Lord Je-
sus Christ (II 
Cor. 10).  A good 

Christian school is not simply 
a school for those who have 
high IQ.  Oh, no!  That is not 
the case, either.  But the talent 
given to each child is first of all 
prayerfully discerned and then 
skillfully, zealously, passion-
ately developed according to the 
guidelines of God’s Word.  What 
a glorious thing is a Christian 

tion in the Christian school is 
founded upon the truth of the 
infallible, inerrant, perfect 
Word of God.  There is no place 
in the Christian school for the 
leaven of relativism.  Relativism 
is the forsaking of absolutes in 
truth—absolutes of God’s Word.  
Relativism is the idea that we 
really cannot be sure about any-
thing.  It comes off very pious 
sometimes.  It is the idea that an 
educated person, an enlightened 
person, is the one who sees that 
the former absolutes, the former 
beliefs of bygone eras, are not 
really so, and there is nothing 
really dependable, so what we 
need to do is to learn how to 
adjust.  Therefore, we need to 
teach our children how to cope, 
how to adjust as best as they can 
to the fluctuations of society and 
to the fact that ultimately there 
is no solid truth to stand on ex-
cept that which 
is right for them, 
so that they can 
make decisions 
in harmony with 
their own feel-
ings.  That is 
abominable be-
fore God—the 
leaven of relativism that has 
infiltrated public education 
with shameful compromise.  
Whenever the authority of the 
Bible is questioned, relativism 
infiltrates Christian schools.  A 
good Christian school is built 
upon the Word of truth, upon 
this principle expressed in 

A good Christian school
does not send forth

her students
upon the sea of life

without a chart.
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commission God said to Jonah, 
“Cry against Nineveh, for their 
wickedness is come up before 
me.”  In the second one God says 
to Jonah, “Preach unto Nineveh 
the preaching that I bid thee.”  
The emphasis of the first com-
mission was the great wicked-
ness of Nineveh.  The emphasis 
of the second commission was 
that the preaching, as to its con-
tent, must be exactly what I tell 
you.  “Jonah, the content of your 
message must be exactly what I 
give to you.  You must not think 
this message up.  You must not 
consult yourself.  But you must 
faithfully deliver exactly what I 
have told you to deliver.”  That 
is the heart of all true preaching 
in the church.  True preaching 
in the church is the conveying 
of what God has said in His 
Word—the 
exposition of 
the Word of 
God, what 
Paul calls in 
Acts 20 the 
whole counsel of God.  Thou-
sands of clergy preach on Sun-
day.  But do they preach what 
God has given them?  
 Arrogance has created the 
notion that God’s Word is unso-
phisticated.  It is irrelevant, it 
is erroneous, it is time-bound, 
it is something that a minister 
has to apologize for.  It conveys 
notions and prejudices against 
women and other things, they 
say.  Then, not only is the content 
of the Bible put under question, 

but also the preaching of the 
Bible, the authoritative declara-
tion.  Oh, no, says man.  What 
we want is some sharing.  We 
want some analysis.  We want 
some dialogue.  
 Would to God the church-
world would insist on preach-
ing.  Prophets, ministers are to 
come with the Word of God and 
to preach the preaching that I 
bid thee.  A prophet in the Old 
Testament did not come to God’s 
people and say, “Well, I believe, 
by the cultivation of my inner life 
(my spiritual life), I have come to 
a heightened sense of spiritual 
awareness.  Will you come with 
me and will you listen as I share 
with you something of the fruits 
of my spiritual sensitivity?”  Not 
on your life would a prophet try 

that.  Preach 
the preach-
ing that I bid 
thee!  The 
minister is 
to take the 
Word of God 

as he finds that Word, exactly as 
he finds it, and to press it down 
upon the conscience of God’s 
people, to explain it clearly, to 
set it forth in the light of all the 
Scriptures, and to preach the 
Word of God.
 Jonah, we read, arose.  And 
he went to Nineveh according to 
the word of the Lord.
 The thing that stands out 
is that Jonah now renders im-
mediate and explicit obedience.  

fore thee!”  Paul says concerning 
Timothy, his spiritual son, “This 
is my desire for you, Timothy, 
be not ashamed of the gospel 
nor of me its prisoner.”  Look 
into the book of Proverbs.  The 
book of Proverbs turns the heart 
of a believing parent inside out 
and tells you what ought to be 
written in that heart.  And what 
is that desire?  “My son, be thou 
in the fear of God all thy days.”  
Therefore Proverbs speaks to 
the son and daughter about 
their companionship, about 
sexual purity, about greed, 
about honesty, about industry, 
about integrity, about a host of 
other subjects.  We want our 
children to be men and women 
of God, thoroughly equipped, say 
the Scriptures, unto every good 
work, possessing the comfort 
and the attractiveness of vital 
godliness.  We 
want a genera-
tion that will be 
to the honor of 
God.  We want 
t o  e d u c a t e 
them in such a 
way that they 
will be wise to 
discern, skillful 
to work.  That 
they will be de-
livered from folly, immorality, 
greed, pride, dishonesty, all of 
which stalk the youth of the 
land, and that they be stalwart 
sons and daughters fair, a nobil-
ity of grace in Jesus Christ.  In 
short, we want for our children 

what lies in the bottom of our 
own heart by grace—that they 
might know Jesus Christ and 
know God and have eternal life 
in Him.  
 Now, a vital aid in attaining 
this desire is a good Christian 
school.  What is a good Chris-
tian school?  A good Christian 
school has three characteristics.  
First of all, it is parental.  That 
is, it is run directly by parents 
of like-minded faith, through a 
board, and by teachers given 
their mission by those parents.  
It is not a school handed over to 
supposed experts who secretly 
believe that parents are ineffec-
tive at best in rearing children.  
It is not a school that goes off to 
draft its own mission statement 
of purpose or vision.  It is not a 
school in which parents take an 
antagonistic stance against the 

teachers.  But 
it is a paren-
tal school—a 
school that re-
flects the faith 
of the parents.  
It is a school in 
which parents 
have vital in-
volvement of 
love and cov-

enant fellowship with teachers 
and children and in which the 
teacher stands in the place of the 
parent, sharing the Reformed, 
creedal belief of the parent.
     Secondly, this school is 
doctrinal.  The basis of instruc-

...we want for our children
what lies in the bottom

of our own heart by grace — 
that they might know

Jesus Christ
and know God and have

eternal life in Him.    

True preaching in the church
is the conveying of what God

has said in His Word....
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that Word.  That is repentance.  
Repentance is not just that our 
emotions and our feelings are 
stirred.  But true repentance 
is that now we are resolved to 
obey the Word of God.
 Do we do that perfectly?  No.  
Do we always obey God for the 
right motives?  No.  Jonah is 
not going to do that either.  But 
Jonah knew what the Word of 
God called him to do.  He knew 
that the Word of God was to be 
obeyed and was right.  And as a 
repentant child of God, he was 
determined that he was going 
to follow the Word of God.  He 
must go the way of God’s Word.
 That was a very demanding 
call that God gave to Jonah.  
Obedience was not going to be 
easy.  The Scriptures empha-
size to us the greatness of the 
city.  “Now Nineveh was an 
exceeding great city of three 
days’ journey.”  It was a great 
metropolitan area, as great as 
Chicago or Los Angeles or New 
York.  A day’s journey is fifteen 
miles.  So Nineveh was forty-five 
miles across!  And Jonah, as he 
is fresh from the fish’s belly, 
must journey east over deserts 
and up plains and over rivers to 
get there.  Then he must come 
before Nineveh, which is the 
seat of a cruel, mighty Assyrian 
empire, heartless and ruthless 
in war, engaging the world in 
conquest.  It was heathen.  It 
was worshiping idols.  It was 
warlike.  

will it serve them, or will it be 
inadequate?  
 We reject with all of our 
souls the attitude that education 
is only worthwhile if it teaches 
us how to make a dollar and to be 
successful.  We want an educa-
tion that will serve our children, 
in today’s world, to teach them 
how to be a godly person in this 
world—a godly husband, a godly 
wife, a godly parent—to teach 
them to be responsible, to live in 
the world as the friend-servant 
of God.  We want that for our 
children.  
 In one word, we want godli-
ness for our children—that they 
live a godly life.  That is the most 
important thing in the world, 
that they live godly—unto 
God—in this world.  That is not 
a false piety.  That is what some 
people think when they hear 

of godliness.  
They think of 
a mask, of a 
pious look, of 
someone who 
is of no use to 
present-day 
situations in 
which people 

live.  No, biblical godliness is 
what we want for our children—
a full-orbed, solid, faith-rooted 
godliness.  
 In the Scriptures we read, in 
Genesis 17:18, that Abraham ex-
presses this desire for his flesh-
and-blood thirteen-year-old son, 
“O that Ishmael might live be-

Previously the only thing that 
he did that God told him to do 
was to arise.  He did arise.  But 
he went the wrong way.  Now 
it is different.  He arose and he 
went to Nineveh, according to 
the word of the Lord.
 Now there is a great prin-
ciple of faith here.  That prin-
ciple is that the fruit of God’s 
chastenings in our life, and His 
corrections, will also be seen 
in how we regulate our lives.  
Nothing weighed with Jonah 
anymore, nothing moved him 
anymore, but the Word of God.  
He had fled from the presence 
of God in his stubbornness.  He 
had boarded a ship to Tarshish 
according to his own cunning.  
He had sought to escape accord-
ing to his own reasons.  But now 
he goes to Nineveh.  
 Why would he go to Nineveh?  
Because he makes his conscious 
determination by the Word of 
God.  He answers all objections 
with the Word of God.  He looks 
to nothing but the Word of God.  
What about the difficulties?  
What about the impossibilities?  
What about the fears?  No, Jo-
nah will obey the Word of God.  
He will resign his own wisdom.  
He will refuse to be governed 
by the things he sees.  He will 
simply bring the Word of God.  
That is the principle.  The fruit 
of chastisement is that now you 
and I are afraid to depart from 
the Word of God and we will 
place all in dependence upon 

 Let us look to the Word of 
God to form our conviction for 
Christian education.
 What is it that you really 
want for your children?  What 
should you want, according to 
the Word of God?  
 Of course, there are many 
things that we want for our 
children that, of themselves, are 
right and proper and that also 
rest upon our heart today.  I am 
not referring simply to carnal 
things, for instance, a desire that 
your son be the leading scorer 
on a basketball team, or your 
daughter grow up to be beautiful 
or popular, or that your children 
grow up and have a beautiful 
home to live in.  These are the 
desires that would center merely 
in the eyes of men.
 No, our desires for our chil-
dren center in the eye of God.  We 
have, in that 
connection, 
many legiti-
mate desires 
for them.  We 
have ques-
tions:  Whom 
are they go-
ing to marry?  
Who will their friends be?  
Where will they go and with 
whom?  What work will they 
get?  Where are they going to go 
to school as children and young 
people?  What kind of education 
are they going to get?  What 
will be the school environment?  
Will this education equip them, 

Biblical godliness
is what we want
for our children—
a full-orbed, solid,

faith-rooted godliness.
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 And he must bring a mes-
sage.  “Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown.”  
He did not appear on the streets 
of Nineveh with the message 
“God loves you and He has a 
wonderful plan for your life.”  
No.  But “the living God says to 
you in your sin, forty days and 
you will be overthrown in your 
rebellion against God.”  
 You talk about a demand-
ing mission!  Think of it.  Here 
he enters into a city filled with 
warlike aggression.  Perhaps he 
hears the beating of drums.  He is 
one man, he is no army.  He does 
not have a forty-four strapped 
on his side.  But he proclaims 
God’s Word.  Jonah preached 
the preaching that God bid him.  
He preached it to a society that, 
in its very framework, in its 
warp and woof, said, “Do your 
own thing.  You may be a god to 
yourself.  We are accountable to 
no one.  We have the right to our 
own lifestyle.”  In that day Jonah 
preached, “You are accountable 
to God.  God sees you and God 
will judge you.  And God holds 
you before Him in His hand.  He 
sits on His throne in the heavens.  
You are to repent or perish!”
 That was a very demanding 
mission.  Surely Jonah could say 
with the apostle Paul, “And who 
is sufficient for these things?”  
But he obeyed.  If ever a man 
would feel the foolishness of 
preaching, it would have been 
Jonah.  But he had come to know 

the power of God’s Word in his 
own soul.  And that is our calling 
as a church.  That is the calling 
of the minister of your church.  
The calling of your minister is 
to preach the preaching that 
God bids him in His Word.  How 
humbling to man.
 To Nineveh, the capital of 
the world, whom did God send?  
Did He send a man in a chariot, 
dressed in gold and jewels?  No.  
Did He send a man in human 
strength?  No.  This was a man 
who had just come from a fish’s 
belly.  He was taken from the 
dead.  Well, did He give this 
man, perhaps, some miracles 
to flash around?  No.  He gave 
him His Word and said to Jonah, 
“Jonah, preach what I tell you.”  
 To Nineveh, a society that 
was enamored with human 
might and human glamour, 
God sends a man vomited from 
a fish’s belly.  And He puts His 
word in Jonah’s mouth.  Jonah 
proclaimed the power of the 
Word of God.  
 Verily, he that heareth the 
Word of God has passed from 
death to life.  My sheep hear My 
voice.  Faith cometh by hearing 
and hearing by the Word of God.  
God has spoken by His Son in 
the Holy Scriptures.  Repent and 
believe in Him.

 Father in heaven, bless Thy 
Word to our hearts.  Through 
Jesus we pray, Amen.

is this:  it is the calling of parents 
to train their children according 
to what they believe so that 
their children might know how 
to serve the living God in every 
area of life.  That is a parental 
responsibility.  Isaiah 38:19:  
“The father to the children 
shall make known thy truth.”  
This is the distinctive calling 
of a parent.  Deuteronomy 6:6, 
7:  “These words, which I com-
mand thee this day, shall be 
in thine heart:  and thou shalt 
teach them diligently unto thy 
children.”  And in Ephesians 6:4:  
Fathers, nurture your children 
in the fear and admonition of 
the Lord.
 It is only the conviction 
that it is a parental calling to 

educate one’s 
children that 
can hold the 
weight of a 
C h r i s t i a n 
school.  Con-
victions are 
formed by the 
Word of God.  

Convictions are formed by the 
Word of God being brought 
to bear upon the heart of the 
believer.  Convictions are not 
formed by arguments.  They are 
not formed by straight-armed 
tactics.  They are not formed 
by pressure of one group upon 
other individuals to conform.  
No.  Convictions are sacred.  The 
Holy Spirit brings the Word to 
bear upon my heart and shows 
me the way that I must go.

the parents believe.  In Genesis 
18:19, God’s Word concerning 
Abraham was this:  For I know 
him, that he will instruct or 
train his children in the com-
mandments of the Lord.  The 
conviction for Christian educa-
tion is that the parent is called 
of God to train his child in every 
area of life.  And the goal of this 
training is to equip our children 
to live as children of God to the 
glory of God in this world.  It is 
the calling of a parent to do that.
 Christian schools must 
then not arise merely out of 
a reactionist movement.  The 
motivation for a Christian school 
is not simply to get away from 
that evolution and sex education 
stuff in the public schools, as 
people some-
times say.  
Yes, there 
are  many 
s h a m e f u l 
and fa lse 
t e a c h i n g s 
i n  m a n y 
schools.  But 
that is not the primary reason 
or the core of our conviction 
for Christian education.  Nor 
is the conviction for Christian 
education a desire to establish 
a physical kingdom of Christ on 
the earth, to bring dominion, 
as it is said, to every sphere by 
Christian education.  That is not 
our motive either.  
 But the conviction out of 
which a Christian school arises 

It is only the conviction
that it is a parental calling
to educate one’s children
that can hold the weight

of a Christian school.  
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God when he was called to go 
to Nineveh, trying to flee from 
God’s very presence.  But the 
hand of God arrested him in 
the storm, and when Jonah was 
cast overboard from the ship, 
God prepared a fish to swallow 
him alive.  This fish, after three 
days, according to the command 
of the Lord, has spit Jonah back 
upon the dry land, and God has 
come to His prophet, calling him 
again to “Arise, go unto Nineveh, 
that great city, and preach unto 
it the preaching that I bid thee.”  
Jonah goes to Nineveh.  He 
declares God’s Word.  And that 
Word brings the Ninevites to 
repentance.  
 We see a marvelous display 
of the grace of God in the repen-
tance of the Ninevites.  Men who 
were infamous for their cruelty 
and barbarism now are humbled 
under the Word of God.  Yet, for 
all of that, those men of Nineveh 
were no worse than you and me.  
God’s grace is always a wonder.  
And God’s grace works through 
the power of the Word of God.
 Let us consider that today:  
the repentance of the Ninevites.
 How prompt was Jonah’s 

of one over another and, in that 
sense, a priority.  For instance, 
you may be applying for a job 
and you say, “I prefer not to 
work on Sunday.”  But, when 
push comes to shove and you 
are called to come in, maybe you 
say, “I made plans for the day.  I 
prefer not.”  But if the employer 
says, “Listen, the job is on the 
line.  Come in or else,” then you 
go in.  Then you had no convic-
tion at all about the Lord’s day.  
You made God’s commandment 
a preference that you would fol-
low if it suited—not a conviction.
 A conviction, you see, is 
founded upon the belief that 
God has spoken to me in His 

Word, and is 
therefore a 
belief which is 
consistently 
followed in 

my life.  A biblical conviction is 
the persuasion of faith that my 
duty in this matter of my life 
has been made clear to me in 
the will of God revealed in holy 
Scripture.  
 Christian schools must 
arise out of conviction.  That 
conviction is this:  that it is the 
calling of parents to educate 
their children according to what 
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Dear Radio Friends,

Christian schools must arise
out of conviction.

One truth that the Bible sets 
before us repeatedly is the 

power of God’s Word to accom-
plish God’s purpose.  Hebrews 
4:12:  “For the word of God 
is quick (that is, living), and 
powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword.”  Jeremiah 
23:29:  “Is not my word like…a 
hammer that breaketh the rock 
in pieces?”  Isaiah 55:11:  “So 
shall my word be that goeth 
forth out of my mouth:  it shall 
not return unto me void, but it 
shall accomplish that which I 
please, and it shall prosper in 
the thing whereto I sent it.”
 Do you believe that?  Do 
you bow unreservedly before 
the power of the Word of God?  
And do you praise God, knowing 
that the Word of God is never 
defeated, never inadequate, 
never comes up short?  
 One of the greatest displays 
of the power of the Word of God 
to accomplish God’s saving pur-
pose is found in the repentance 
of the Ninevites in Jonah 3:5-9.  
Returning today to our series 
on the book of Jonah, you will 
recall that God had brought His 
prophet to repentance.  Jonah 
had deliberately disobeyed 

For many of us, this week 
will mark the return of our 

children to school.  In light of 
that, we want to consider the 
Christian’s conviction for Chris-
tian education.
 Next to our love for the 
church of Jesus Christ stands 
our love for Christian homes 
and the schools organized by 
and existing as an extension 
of these Christian homes.  We 
love the church as the body of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  And we 
love the Christian home and its 
extension, the Christian school, 
as the place where the precious 
seed of the church is nurtured, 
where our children are taught 
to know the 
Lord and to 
stand in awe 
of His mighty 
works.
 We want to ask ourselves 
the question, as another school 
year begins, Why do we have 
Christian, parental schools?  
 We want to see that a 
Christian school arises out of 
conviction, not preference.  A 
preference refers to what one 
chooses for reasons other than 
deep-seated belief, one that 
arises out of a mere preference 
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obedience?  The man who had 
tried to put an ocean between 
himself and God now hardly 
takes time to collect his senses.  
We read, “So Jonah arose, and 
went unto Nineveh.”  He has 
just been cast from the stomach 
of a fish upon dry land.  But he 
immediately obeys.  And we 
read that he entered into the 
city a day’s journey and began 
to preach.  
 Do you see the difference 
that repentance has made in 
Jonah?  Jonah comes to the 
city of Nineveh, a great city 
of many miles across, and he 
does not pause to try to get the 
demographics of the city, to try 
to figure out the percentage 
of women and children or the 
dispositions of the people.  But 
he simply enters into the city 
and he cries out and says, “Yet 
forty days, and Nineveh shall 
be overthrown.”  That he cried 
does not mean that Jonah wept 
and became teary-eyed, but that 
he lifted up his voice so that he 
could be heard above the din of 
the city.  It refers to his cour-
age.  He did not creep into the 
city, advancing cautiously.  He 
did not first seek to set up little 
chat groups.  But he lifted up his 
voice and preached the preach-
ing that God gave to him:  “Yet 
forty days, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown.”  That means that 
he declared, “I am God’s prophet.  
The living, true God has sent me 
to you with His Word.”  
 Perhaps Jonah’s own per-

son, his appearance, aroused in-
terest in the Ninevites.  Perhaps 
he bore the marks of being in 
the whale’s belly for three days.  
Surely he spoke personally of his 
own experiences.  He spoke to 
the Ninevites of the things that 
he had seen and heard and was 
a witness of.  But his preaching 
was the preaching of the Word 
of God—a preaching that sum-
moned men to God’s judgment 
throne and made known to men 
their guilt before God.  He pro-
claimed to them their own evil 
way.  He explained to them the 
violence that was in their hands 
and how it appeared before the 
living God.  He opened up to 
them the law of God, the Ten 
Commandments, and showed to 
them their loss and guilty state 
in the light of that law.  
 You see, Jonah’s preach-
ing cut right against the grain 
of that society.  He said to the 
Ninevites, who were proud and 
arrogant and believed that they 
had come to their day of attain-
ment, he said to them, “You’re 
not OK.  You’re not independent.  
It’s not just you.  You’re God’s 
creatures and you are account-
able to the living God.  You are 
guilty, lost sinners.  The one 
living God, whom I declare to 
you, is going to judge you.  You 
stand before Him as rebels who 
have broken His holy law.  The 
righteous God will not wink at 
your sin.  You must turn, turn 
from your sin!”  And, no doubt, 
Jonah went on to explain to them 

That is the wonder.  The Word 
of God comes to you, the Word 
of the living God; the Word that 
cuts right down into your heart; 
a Word that, by His grace, gives 
you to believe in God as your 
God; a Word that works in you 
so that now your sin is evil and 
loathsome in your sight; and a 
Word that gives you to hope in 
the wonderful mercy of Jesus 
Christ and to know Him as Lord 
and Savior.  
 The men of Nineveh are go-
ing to stand up in the last day.  
They are going to testify against 

every wicked 
g e n e r a t i o n 
that refuses 
the Word of 
God and does 
not  repent 
b e f o r e  t h e 
preaching of 

the Word of God.  
 Now hear God’s Word.  
Repent.  Turn from your sin.  
Believe in the living God of the 
Bible.  His Son, Jesus Christ, 
is coming.  Repent.  Hear His 
Word.  Do you hear?  Forsake 
your sin.  Turn from your evil 
way.  Believe in Christ crucified.
 Let us pray.

 Father, humble us before 
Thy Word.  Cause that Word to 
live in our hearts and to bring 
us to repentance and trust in 
our Savior Jesus Christ.  In His 
name we pray, Amen.

...the grace of repentance
is not only a sorrow for sin,
but it is a hope in the mercy

of God.

fence to God and we would be 
a holy people before Him.
 Nineveh turned from their 
sins and pleaded for the mercy 
of God.  They cried out, “Who 
can tell if God will turn and 
repent, and turn away from his 
fierce anger, that we perish not?”  
Jonah had also proclaimed to 
them the message of the sover-
eign mercies of God, that God, 
through Jesus Christ, pardons 
sinners, passing by His judg-
ment and giving His own Son 
upon a cross to bear the penalty 
for His children.  
 That, too, 
is a part of re-
pentance.  You 
see, the grace 
of repentance is 
not only a sor-
row for sin, but 
it is a hope in the mercy of God.  
Where else shall we go?  When 
God brings us to repentance, He 
does not leave us alone with our 
sin and our guilt.  He does not 
leave us to ourselves oppressed 
by the weight of our sin.  He does 
not tell us, “Now see your sin?  
You had better start trusting 
in your own works.  You had 
better start seeing what you 
can do about it.”  If we do that, 
we only sink down deeper.  No.  
God brings the wonderful Word 
of mercy to sinners.  If there 
were no mercy of God, then we 
would have no hope.  We would 
only pine away in our sins.  But 
there is mercy with God, that God 
may be feared and worshiped.  
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...repentance toward God
is that He turns you

from sin so that
you hate sin. 

the grace of repentance and the 
promise of God in a Savior, Jesus 
Christ, the only sacrifice for sin, 
who would be provided by the 
mercy of God.
 And the result of this 
preaching?  Well, we would 
expect that the Ninevites would 
mock him, laugh, play with him, 
tar and feather him, or, perhaps, 
cut his throat and add his blood 
to all the rest that soaked their 
streets.  But instead we read 
this in Jonah 3:5:  “So the people 
of Nineveh believed God, and 
proclaimed a fast, and put on 
sackcloth.”  The king arose and 
covered himself in ashes.  The 
animals were left unwatered 
and unfed.  And they began to 
cry and to bellow.  And the people 
brought supplications to God.  
 Now how would you explain 
that?  Should we see this simply 
as a sociological phenomenon, 
an instance of public fear?  No, 
no, there is only one explana-
tion:  God’s mighty grace, made 
known through His Word.  We 
read in Acts 13:48, “As many 
as were ordained to eternal life 
believed.”  God’s Word power-
fully brought the salvation of 
His own elect children.  On a 
morning that was no differ-
ent from any other morning 
in Nineveh, business as usual, 
the merchants setting out their 
wares, the farmers plodding to 
their fields, the wives kneading 
dough for bread—on this morn-
ing God sent His Word through 

His prophet Jonah.  And His 
Word, according to His own 
eternal decree, worked faith and 
repentance.  Jonah preached.  At 
sundown an amazing sight was 
to be seen.  The people sat down 
in hair-cloth.  And the king was 
among them with ashes upon his 
face.  The people were crying out 
to God to turn His wrath away.  
It was a display of the power of 
the Word of the living God.
 But we might ask, was this 
a true repentance before God, a 
genuine, Spirit-worked repen-
tance?  We are not asking the 
question whether that was true 
of all in Nineveh.  We know that 
not necessarily every man and 
woman repented.  But we are 
asking the question, was this 
a real repentance?  We are not 
left in doubt as to the answer.
 First of all, we have the 
Lord’s imprimatur, His stamp of 
genuineness, in Matthew 12 and 
Luke 11.  There the Lord was 
speaking of His generation, of 
an age of Jews who lived in Pal-
estine to whom God had given 
His Word and who now saw the 
fulfillment of that Word in the 
Son of God in the flesh preaching 
among them.  There, as Jesus 
had preached to that generation 
of Jews, they had rejected His 
Word, even though they said, “A 
man never spake as this man 
speaks.”  They said to Him, 
“Show us a sign, and then we will 
believe you.”  And the Lord said, 
“You are an evil and adulterous 

is out of date.”  And most of the 
church is going to agree.  Regard-
less of that, hear the Word of 
God.  God’s Word is the power.  
If we are to be a blessing in our 
generation, if we are to have a 
blessing unto ourselves, if the 
church is to be faithful and true 
to her God, then we must have 
the faithful preaching of the 
Word of God.  And look to God 
to add His blessing.
 It was through that preach-
ing that the Ninevites turned 
from their sins.  It is very notewor-
thy in the passage of Jonah 3 that 
that repentance was not vague 
and general.  It was personal 
and specific.  The king said to the 
citizens, “Yea, let everyone turn 
from his evil way, and from the 
violence (literally, plunder) that 
is in their hands.”  There was an 
outward expression of their re-
pentance.  They cast themselves 
down in sackcloth 
(gunnysacks), and 
had dust upon 
their heads.  Visu-
ally you could see 
that something 
had happened to 
these people.  But 
their repentance was primarily 
inward.  It did not stop at the 
mere external.  They cried to 
God in prayer.  And they turned 
from their evil way and from the 
violence that was in their hand.  
 Now note that.  The sin most 
characteristic of Nineveh was 
violence, plunder, rough oppres-

sion, war-like swagger, “I’ll take 
what I want when I want.”  They 
turned from their evil way, from 
the specific, concrete expres-
sion of sin in their life, not just 
vague and general, but from the 
specific expression of that sin in 
their life.  Sin expresses itself 
differently in each one of us.  
It is all pride; but it expresses 
itself in different ways—sexual 
indulgence, selfishness, greed, 
jealousy, envy, laziness, lack of 
love one for another, material-
ism.  Repentance was found 
in the Ninevites in that they 
wrestled with God in prayer, 
they cried exceedingly, and they 
turned from their evil way, their 
own evil way.  
 Is this the wonder of God’s 
grace in you?  Hearing the Word 
of God, do you, by His grace, 
tear the roots of sin out of your 
heart—not just its fruits, not just 

its mere outward 
expressions, but 
its very roots in 
your heart?  You 
see, repentance 
toward God is not 
that God comes 
and takes a few 

things of sin away from your 
life.  But repentance toward God 
is that He turns you from sin so 
that you hate sin.  Repentance 
toward God is not that we simply 
have a new wrinkle in our life, 
but it is a profound change that 
only God can make through His 
Word, that we no longer see sin 
as nice, but we see it as an of-
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True repentance
is known in this,
that in your life
there will be one

great reality:  God.

If the church of Jesus Christ today
is going to be an instrument

of God in the advance
of His glorious kingdom,

then there must be
faithful preaching ....

generation.  Instead of embrac-
ing the Word of the Son of God, 
you have responded in religious, 
stinking pride.”  It was in that 
context that the Lord said, “The 
men of Nineveh will rise up in 
judgment with this generation 
and shall condemn it, because 
they repented at the preaching 
of Jonah.  And behold, a greater 
than Jonah is here.”  Now, if the 
Ninevites’ repentance was false 
and temporary, produced only 
as a work to es-
cape judgment, 
how then could 
the Ninevites 
condemn the 
generation of 
the Lord’s day?  
Then the Nin-
evites would 
not condemn that generation 
but would join that generation 
in their condemnation.  Then the 
Lord would say, “You people of 
My day are just like Nineveh.  
You’re all show but you’re no 
substance.”  No, the Lord puts 
His own stamp of approval on 
the repentance of the men of 
Nineveh.  They heard the word 
of Jonah and they repented.
 But more.  In Jonah 3:5 we 
read, “So the people of Nineveh 
believed God.”  Now take note of 
that.  Whom did they believe?  
Jonah?  No, it does not say that.  
It says they believed God.  They 
saw beyond the messenger to 
God, the One who had sent the 
messenger.  They heard the 
incredible message that Jonah 

brought to them that Nineveh 
would be overthrown, and they 
believed God.  True faith is in 
God.  It is not in the messenger.  
Messengers are sent.  Preach-
ers are sent.  The Word of God 
is sent to you.  But faith is in 
God.  True repentance is known 
in this, that in your life there 
will be one great reality:  God.  
How shall I stand before God?  It 
will be the personal awareness 
worked in me by His Spirit that 

I am a sinner, 
undone before 
Him; that I am 
accountable to 
Him, and that 
God’s wrath 
burns against 
sin.  Repen-
tance is when 

you believe in God.  Not some 
great power in the sky; not some 
benevolent force over mankind; 
not some warm fuzzy; but the 
almighty God!  And you tremble 
before Him as a sinner.  That 
is the mark of true repentance.  
You know God and you know 
your own sin before Him and 
you are overwhelmed in grief.
 Beloved, God has also sent 
to us His Holy Scriptures.  God 
has also commissioned the 
church of Jesus Christ to preach 
the Holy Scriptures.  That Word 
of God comes to you today.  Do 
you believe God?  We preach to 
you Christ crucified.  Do you 
believe God?  Perhaps you are 
a child of God who gathers with 
others in God’s house and you 

hear the servant of the Lord on 
the Lord’s day proclaim God’s 
truth.  Do you understand that 
then you are not dealing with 
a mortal man but you are deal-
ing with God and His message?  
We must not come to a church 
seeking to hear a man who is 
going to share his religious 
experiences and reflect on real 
life stories.  But we must go to 
a church where a man, sent by 
Christ through the church, will 
stand before the congregation 
and open the living Word of God 
and preach that Word without 
compromise; preach to us that 
God is God; that we are called 
to repent and believe in His Son 
Jesus Christ; to obey and to trust 
Him and to turn from our sins.
 If the church of Jesus 
Christ today is going to be an 
instrument 
of  God in 
the advance 
of His glo-
rious king-
dom, then 
there must 
be faithful 
preaching in 
the church of 
Jesus Christ.  And there must 
be, among the people of God, a 
desire to hear the living Word of 
God.  The church of Jesus Christ, 
then, must stand up without 
apology and without shame and 
say, “We preach Christ crucified.  
We bring to you the living and 
abiding Word of God, the only 
and the great truth, the very 

message of the living God.”  
 What is needed in your 
church is not liturgical renewal, 
that is, to spruce up the worship 
service to attract the mentality 
of the present age.  Your church 
does not need youth services, 
religious drama, and dance.  You 
do not need a worship service 
that is the product of a worship 
committee—something that is 
innovative, something new and 
fresh, and, oh yes, somehow to 
tuck the pastor’s message in 
there for ten or fifteen minutes 
at the most.  That is not what you 
need.  What you need and what 
is the great need in America and 
the great need in the great cities 
in America is the preaching of 
the clear and timeless truths 
of the Word of God—God’s own 
message, a sermon prepared 

by a believ-
i n g  m a n , 
sent from 
Christ and 
the church, 
a man who 
believes the 
Word and 
brings his 
m e s s a g e 

from the Word of God—a mes-
sage that is prepared with some 
spiritual sweat and agony and 
trembling—a man, then, who 
under the conviction of the Spirit 
cries out, “Woe unto me if I do 
not preach Christ and Him cruci-
fied.”  The educated leaders of 
the church are going to scoff at 
that and say to us, “Preaching 


