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August 5, 2012 The Dedicatof the Walls

No. 3631 Rev. Carl Haak

Dear radio friends,

W

e have arrived at chapter 12:27-47 of the bookedidiniah. Please open your Bible to that
passage to follow along. We come here to the dédit of the walls of Jerusalem. The passage
that is before us is really the culmination of Neliegh’'s work, as well as the spiritual high-water
mark of the book. It is the record of a joyful dedion ceremony.

Nehemiah had waited a bit, after the walld beaen completed, for the dedication service.
The reason for this wait (some seven to eight wpeefas, first of all, that things could be put in
order and that Jerusalem could be repopulatedfaitiiies before the dedicatory service and
ceremony. But now the walls are completed. Hepfesed things back in order. He has sought
the good of the people and has called the peopileptmpulate the city. Now he will stand upon
the top of the walls surrounding the city. Andtbose walls he will lead the people of God in a
great service of the dedication of the walls oftidalem.

What does all of this say to us? | belidwere will be many lessons for us today. Firstlbf a
it should be a great encouragement to us. Weerestlat the blessing of God ever rests upon
His people in their faithful labors. Whenever Godeople, by His grace, are committed to do
His will, to love His cause, and to love His chuinid to serve Him faithfully in their individual
callings, God’s blessing is resting upon them. tMmark may be very discouraging to you. In
fact, the work of the Lord is always, to the flediscouraging. But here we have great
encouragement to the faithful, true church, todltgers, to deacons, pastors, families, husbands
and wives, to those who are enthusiastically in@dlin evangelism, to those who are battling
personally against struggles, against sin, anchagaorrows. Here we see the blessing of God
resting upon His people in their faithful labors.

The second thing that we are going to learthis passage is some good instruction on
worship. There can be many truths gleaned fromghssage that must govern our worship
services within the church of Jesus Christ tod#yat our goal is to glorify God and not man.

Finally, we see in this passage a recogntiomhat God has done for us His church, and
thus of the thankful dedication to Him that musaratterize our lives. We are, by God’s grace,
in the church today. In that church we have thartph that is in Jesus Christ. Therefore we
must also recognize what God has done for us amedoéved to serve Him with all of our
strength.



As Solomon, when the temple was completedicdéed the temple, and as Ezra, when the
foundation of the temple had been laid, also hdddacatory service, so now Nehemiah calls for
a dedicatory service for the completion of the wall Jerusalem. | call this the “Dedication of
the Walls.”

What is dedication? Dedication is not thatgive something to God for His use. But a
dedication is the profound awareness that God ivas gomething to us and a vow that we will
use it for the purpose that He gave it. Childremember that. When we dedicate something to
God we are not saying, “Here, Lord. Here is sometthat comes from our hands and we are
going to give it to you so that you can use it.b.NWhen something is dedicated to the Lord, it
is the acknowledgment that He gave it for a spegifirpose and that we thankfully receive it
and are committed to use it for the reason He hesgt to us.

God has given to us many things. He hasgiwais church buildings, yes. But He has
given to us the truth of the gospel. He has gieems believing confessions, Reformed, biblical
creeds. He has given to us (to the church) thesiepf the truth of the Holy Scriptures. He has
given to us marriages. He has given to us familils of these things God has given to us. He
has given to us our Christian life. He has givens repentance. Everything that we have, He
has given to us. We give nothing to Him. He hasmyit all to us. When we dedicate all of
these things, when we dedicate ourselves, wheredieate all that God has given, we are
acknowledging, in thankfulness, that God gaveriafpurpose and that we are committed to
using it for that purpose.

We have here a program of events that toa&epin the dedicatory ceremony of the walls of
Jerusalem. There were some preliminary evenss,dfrall.

The first thing that Nehemiah did was to gathill the Levites and the singers together from
the surrounding villages and country. We read g{fBought the Levites out of all their places,
to bring them to Jerusalem, to keep the dedicatitimgladness” (v. 27). The Levites, of course,
had to dwell in the various cities as the servantsod to teach the people the way of the Lord.
Now they have been summoned to Jerusalem withrjdyath their instruments. We read that
also the singers were gathered together. Singemrs savspecial branch of the Levites set aside at
the time of David. Their job was to supply singatghe temple. Each one was assigned a time
when he had to be there to sing. Now all of thalf the singers, are gathered together in a
mass choir.

The next thing that was done was that thacketb be purification of themselves. We read,
“And the priests and the Levites purified themsshand purified the people, and the gates, and
the wall” (v. 30). Not only the gathered peoplerevpurified. The Old Testament law required
that there also be a ceremonial washing and clegusithe gates and of the wall. Purification is
very important. This points to the heart. Whenoeme before God to thank Him, and we come
before Him at a joyful time of service, it is n@ome as you are,” but always “come in a way
that you prepare your heart to seek the Lord.” Hiowou come before God to thank Him on
the Lord’s Day? How do you come before God to khidim in your prayers? Well, you cannot
do that if you are saturated with the world, if yame indifferent to Him, if you are bitter against



your brother. No, you have to purify yourself. Wlave to bring yourself before the cleansing
blood of Jesus Christ.

Then we read of the actual ceremony of tithoddéion. There are a number of things that are
very interesting here.

The first thing that Nehemiah did was divile people into two great companies. They all
climb the steps to the top of the wall. And at titye of the steps they divide to the right and to
the left to form two companies. One company isdgdzra (including half of the princes and
half of the priests with trumpets). The other camg composed of the other half of the people,
follow Nehemiah. And they spread themselves orofiosite wall, so that there are two
companies standing face-to-face on the top of thlésywith the city of Jerusalem in between. It
was a massive gathering. And at the set momesgettwo companies burst forth into praise.
We read, “So stood the two companies of them thag¢ ghanks in the house of God” (v. 40).
The city is beneath them and the temple is bertbath. And upon the walls these two
companies, face to face, sound out with a loud sdpgy. With the psalms of David upon their
lips, they express great thanksgiving before Gpdaise to God for His power and for His
mercy toward the needy people of God, in answetieg prayers and in so blessing them.

Then, after this, the day was filled with\sees at the temple. We read, “also on that day
they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced: fod@®ad made them rejoice with great joy: the
wives also and the children rejoiced: so thafjdlyeof Jerusalem was heard even afar off” (v.
43). After that preliminary moment of the peoplansling upon the walls and sounding forth in
joy, the day was filled with an atmosphere of gjegt wives and children — all the people of
God — caught up in praise to God for what He hatedor them.

A number of things are standing out for utatee note of. Great thanksgiving was given to
God for His mercy. That first of all. Great thagkving to God. The people were
overwhelmed. They had come through great triddeyThad come through the feeling of
hopelessness and despair. They had spent yearsng@édout the deplorable state of things.
They saw that they were nothing, they deservedimgtithey could do nothing, and that God
now had arisen to bless them. And their heartsianply overwhelmed at the wonder of God’s
grace.

Is that true of you today? Do you know thati are nothing, deserve nothing, and can do
nothing — and that everything that you have in é&3rist is entirely of God and His grace?
Then your heart has to be overwhelmed with hund#ep, unending praise.

We learn further that these people were degdhemselves to God and to His honor. They
felt committed, they felt compelled to serve Himusse everything that God had given for the
purpose for which He had given it. Is that trusoadf you and of your soul — that you are
resolved in the light of God’s mercy and graceda o give everything that you have in the
service of your God?

And we see also that the people of God wiengls, in trust, placing themselves under God'’s
protection. That, too, is part of dedication. @atlon is not only that we thankfully receive



something, that we vow to use it for God’s purpoBet when you dedicate something you also
place it under God’s protection. You say, “Lotdsifrom Thee. Lord, we want to use it to
Thee. And now, Lord, Thou must preserve, Thou rpustiect, Thou must defend it. We
cannot.” Except the Lord (Psalm 127) keep the titg watchman waketh but in vain.
Dedication is also this: “Almighty God, watch oues, protect us, preserve us, defend us.”

There are a number of questions now as yalitate upon this passage with me — the
passage of the dedication of the walls of Jerusaieder the leadership of Nehemiah.

First of all this. Are you thankful for wh&od has given to you? The walls of Jerusalem,
you remember, refer to all those things that Galdieen to keep us in the faith and fellowship
with God. Itis the true church, the institutedidh, under offices of elder, pastor, and deacon.
It is the church committed to the truth, the Refedhand the biblical faith of the sovereignty and
the glory of God. God has given to us more thanctiurch. He has given to us Christian
marriages, Christian families. Are you thankfuAPe you filled with praise to Him? Do you see
that God has shown His faithfulness and His grag®u? Are you thankful for what He has
given? If not, why not? | believe that when waale the end of our pilgrim’s journey and we
look back on this life, we shall be ashamed of thireg the most — of how little was our
thanksgiving and how large was our worry and disfition and fear and, much worse,
complacency over the goodness of God to us. S8c¢hpture is constantly telling us, it is
constantly calling us, to give thanks. “Oh givariks unto the Lord. He has not dealt with any
as He has so dealt with us.”

Are you thankful? Thankful for the churchJdafsus Christ? Not constantly expressing your
gripe here and your gripe there and your resentthent¢ and your bitterness against this person
and that person? But are you thankful? Are yamkful for your marriage? Are you thankful
for your husband or for your wife — the one whora tlord has chosen for you? Are you
thankful for your children? Thanksgiving is a ddit we owe to God, a debt that increases
with the knowledge of God and of His faithfulnessl@oodness to us. The more you see of
what He has done, the greater becomes our resjldapsdpraise and to thank. Is that true of
you?

The second thing that we see here is thareealled to worship God with joy. A real
spiritual joy filled the people of God and filterddwn to their children. And this was the
witness to the world. We read, “So that the joyefusalem was heard even afar off” (v. 43). It
was not a manufactured joy. It was a joy rootefhith and knowledge. But it was fervent.

You could hear it. You could sense it. | can vilagine that Sanballat and Tobiah and
Geshem, the crowd that had done their utmost fotsi® building of the walls, could hear it, and
it sickened them. The enemies of the church —wat to know what they really hate? They
hate the joy of God’s people. Martin Luther puhis way: The devil hates singing. Oh, yes, he
does. But the people of God were filled with jaypver what God had done, joy over who
God was. Is that true of us?

Then let us purify ourselves before comingh® Lord’s house. Let us take into account all
of His blessings to us. Let us prepare our hed@tsyou come to worship God on Sunday as if
it was a burden to you? Do you sit in an attitoflbeing bored? How dare you? How dare any



of us? How dare | do that? We must come out dtamdance of heart to stand joyfully before
God and to receive the blessings of His Word. Wistrsing loudly. We must take up the Word
of God and sing meaningfully and thoughtfully amttemplatively. We must use the voice that
God has given to us.

And then the third question is this. Do yldicate yourself to Him in all of your life? The
dedication that day was built upon a spirit of skdhial and unity. Self-denial-abandoning of
one’s own way. And unity—in the great work of Gbdt had joined them together. Is that true
of us? Dedication from the heart to live a trugdlg life in the church?

Let us be thankful for all that God has givért us worship Him with joy. And let us
dedicate our heart and our life to Him in service.

The dedication ceremony that Nehemiah hadrorgd as we read of it in chapter 12 had
some very lasting effects upon the people of Qb one thing, of course, to get all wound up
on a certain occasion and then to forget about is quite another to live and to carry on in the
way of thanksgiving. We are to carry on in the wayhanksgiving. Our thanks and praise to
God must not be a flash in a pan, but it must sieady burning light.

The lasting effects were seen in two waysst lef all, the ministers of God, after this
dedication ceremony, went about their work in a@ftdrmanner. Men had been appointed over
the treasury by Nehemiah to gather in the titheshe support of the priests. This was
necessary. If the work of God is to continue drettuth of God is to be known among the
people, it is necessary that men take up the wadkilzat men are supported in that work. We
read that, as a result of the dedication, men tgothis work carefully and seriously. We read
further that the singers and the porters were kefure their duties. Their duties were, of
course, necessary to maintain Jerusalem in its Zdare needed to be these porters and
singers. So also we need faithful laborers todahe kingdom of God.

Then we read that the people themselvesresudt of this dedication ceremony, were
faithful to maintain themselves in a Christian waflife, to maintain themselves as the servants
of God. They took care to bring in their portitimeir tithes. They contributed to the cause of
God as God prospered them. The fruit of the déidicaf the walls of Jerusalem was not
something that quickly passed away. But it hatbgting effects in that all the people of God
gave themselves to a faithful and careful walk.

The people of God in Nehemiah’s day stoodlopnof the walls of Jerusalem, walls raised up
out of rubble, walls protecting God'’s city wheré&iod’s children could fellowship with Him.
And as they stood upon those walls, they acknovdddhpat all of these blessings were from
God, they vowed to use them all in His service, ey committed it all to God to keep it. They
were thankful and they were joyful. Then they tbfit dedication ceremony changed. They left
that dedication ceremony resolved to live faithfudefore God.

Let all of this be more and more true of ssve@ take up our place in the church of Jesus
Christ. May there be in us a humble and joyfulremidedgment of all that God has done for us
in Jesus Christ. And may there be the vow to dediourselves to Him and to His cause in the



church with all of our strength, with all of ourdre that we may rejoice. And may the joy of
Jerusalem be heard afar off. To God’s glory anautogood.

Let us pray.

Father, we do thank Thee for Thy Word tod#ye pray for its blessing upon us. We thank
Thee for all that Thou hast given and we pray t&imay never lose the sense of the joy, the
sense of the enthusiasm, that is to be ours agfildren. This we do pray in Jesus’ name,
Amen.



THE REFORMED WITNESSHOUR
August 12, 2012 The Separated Life

No. 3632 Rev. Carl Haak

Dear radio friends,

0)

ne of the clearest proofs of the inspiration of Bilgle is its realism. Scripture tells it likeig. It
does not paint a romantic picture, a storybookmadf God’s people living in near-perfection
and obedience on this earth. But it tells us wfasid grace, of our failure and God’s faithfulness,
of repentance and pardon, and, ultimately, of #ndfulness of God.

So it is with the book of Nehemiah. We mighve thought that the book of Nehemiah, as
we come today to chapter 13, would be broughtrteee cheering end. In chapter 12 we have
seen the dedication of the walls of Jerusalem. eNe&ih and the priests and the rulers and the
people had divided themselves into two groups enntélls, with the temple and the city down
beneath them. And they had joined together inamis sing psalms of praise. The trumpets
had blasted the note of victory and triumph. Arelr@ad in chapter 12:43, “The joy of
Jerusalem was heard even afar off.” What a wontesdy to bring the book to a conclusion.

But, no. Chapter 13 follows. And chaptemiiB not leave us a misleading impression of
Judah’s spiritual life. It will tell us of sin, afeglect, of lust, of foolishness. It will tell o$
God’s faithfulness and God’s commitment to His geop

We will read in chapter 13 that the peopl&of in the days of Nehemiah were well-nigh
destroyed by world conformity, by neglect of Goldtause, by setting aside the Sabbath day, by
treating marriage with impunity and impurity. Happlicable that is to us as the church of Jesus
Christ. Always, always the church must be on guahivays the church must bring the truth of
the Scriptures. Always the church is in need ohmeGod to lead the church to be faithful to
the Word of God.

The distressing thing that we are going ®igechapter 13 is that the sins that are committed
and that Nehemiah corrects are all sins that tlaeywmowed they would not commit. You will
recall that, a few weeks ago, we looked at thewahef the covenant, as they renewed the
covenant in chapter 10. It was a spiritual hightewanark. The people of God had come under
the power of God’s Word. And they had signed thaemes. They had vowed that they would
do the following things: 1) Separate themselvemfthe people of the land. 2) Not forsake the
house of God. 3) Not buy on the Sabbath day. ot)ge their daughters to heathen men as
wives. Now, in chapter 13, we will find that eamine of these things that they vowed not to do
they in reality commit.



So, | say again—always, always the peopl@ad need the Word of God, need the true
teaching and preaching of the Word of God, neelichideadership in the church and in the
home. They need pastors, elders, deacons—mendoivGo are sold out to the Scriptures.

We are also going to see in chapter 13 tieaetwas a period of time when Nehemiah left
Jerusalem to return to the king of Persia. Wherirtfiluence was taken away from the people of
Judah, the standards immediately began to fall down

We need, as the church of God, always tahbfiil to the Word of God. In chapter 13,
verses 1-3, we learn of the call of God to a sdpdifa. It was on the day of the celebration of
the dedication of the walls of Jerusalem that theas a public reading of God’s Word. In that
reading, the people heard the requirement thaAtheonite and the Moabite might not come
into the congregation of the Lord. “On that da[tday of dedication] they read in the book of
Moses in the audience of the people; and theresfaand written, that the Ammonite and the
Moabite should not come into the congregation ofl @w ever” (v. 1). Note, if only briefly, the
powerful benefit of reading God’s Word in the pebhorship service. There is a special
dimension of the power of Scripture felt and preésemen it is read in the worship service of the
church. Never, ever, underestimate it. It isattne for daydreaming. It is not a time to stare
out the window. It is the time for you to listeas the Scriptures are read by the pastor. Because,
as God’s people are gathered in worship, the Hpljit®omes in a powerful way to honor the
very Word that He has given and inspired. In thegregational reading, the Word of God
comes in a special, powerful way to pierce, todage the heart, perhaps to show us the evil that
we have allowed to come into our lives, or to comnérs.

They read, on the day of the dedication efills of Jerusalem, from Deuteronomy 23:3-6,
where there was a prohibition of the Ammonite ar@hbite entering into the congregation,
grounded in the evil that those two nations hacedyainst Israel. Both had tried to prevent Israel
from entering into the land of Canaan. That hggpbaed when Moses led the people of God
through the lands on the east side of the Jordlha.Ammonites, we read, “...met not the children of
Israel with bread and with water.” The Ammonites lktommitted a sin of omission, of callous
indifference to God's people. Israel was exhaustdtey asked the Ammonites for permission to
buy necessities in their markets. They had prahtisstay on the highways and nor forage or
plunder the vineyards or wells. They would notlgough the nation of Ammon as Sherman
marched through Georgia. They would keep themsebspectful. They asked only for a few
things. But they were denied. Cruelty towardpgheple of God was exercised. They were told,
“You may not pass through.” And Ammon came ouight Israel.

Then the Moabites. Of them we read in Nurml22, that they hired Balaam, that Balaam
should curse Israel. Balak, the king of Moab, dhitflee wicked prophet Balaam to curse the
people of Israel. Three times Balaam attempteatbtthat. Each time his cursings were turned
into blessings. Moab wanted to call a curse dawmfheaven on God’s people. Moab plotted
and schemed to destroy Israel.

Now the requirement was that the MoabitetaedAmmonite should not enter into the
congregation of the Lord for ever. The idea i$ thay could not enter as an Ammonite, as a
Moabite, as one who was given unto the servickefbds of those nations. It was not a racial or



national prohibition. These were the ones who weneshiping other gods. These were the people
who had done their utmost to destroy Israel. Thesethe prohibition was that Israel was to be
separate from them.

What is God'’s requirement of us? The requests of the Scriptures are these. That we, as
Christians, live a life spiritually separated froine sin of this world. And that we do so because
we are the friends of the living God.

That spiritual separation is defined in thiglénot first as being fulfilled in a physical segtion. It
is a spiritual one. Yes, there are physical asgedhe holy, separate life. Psalm 1:1: “Blessdde
man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungauly standeth in the way of sinners, nor sittethén
seat of the scornful.” There are places, as Gimstwe may not go: bars, parties where there is
drunkenness and fornication, various places pedragse Internet. Always we must ask, as a ctiild o
God: “Would I want the Lord to return and find mehis place?” There are people we may not make
our friends: the profane, the vile, those who thar life in profanity against God.

But, | say again, the prohibition for us @& physical separation, not that we leave the world
not that we put up walls and think that by simpparating ourselves in a physical way from the
world, we thereby live a holy life. We must notdet that we carry the world of sin within our
hearts. The Word of God tells us that we are enwtborld, but we must not lu# the world. We
must beof Jesus Christ. The world, apart from Jesus, Ifesut of its principle. That
principle is the lust of the eyes, the lust of fllesh, and the pride of life (I John 2). By thacg
of God alone, we who know Jesus Christ now liveldbarout of a different principle: the love
of God, the seeking of the things that are abd®eysically we are in this world. We go to our
jobs. We live in our neighborhoods. We go abautlusiness. We live within the world. But
we are called to live a holy life in this world pseate from sin.

Do we welcome the Ammonite and the Moabite our life, into our heart, into our
thoughts? Do we welcome into our heart those ththgt God hates? Look at your heart, look
at your inward life. What do you allow within yobeart? Cruel indifference toward your
fellow saint, even as the Ammonites toward Isralét®y and jealousy, as the Moabites, plotting
to bring your fellow saint down and to ruin his uégtion? Do we allow into our heart
covetousness, greed for the things of this lifenaatiable thirst for all the things that the vabrl
considers so important? Do we let the lusts ofldsh — pornography, fornication, cursing and
swearing—enter our life, enter our heart, underbveath?

You cannot, as a child of God in Christ, palty co-exist with any known sin within your
heart. You must unceasingly fight it or you wi# bonformed to it. We must remain separate
from the world of sin, the world of temptation. ©af the blessings of daily communion with
God is that He will show you those things thattaraptation to you, that draw you away from
His face. What are those things in your life? yida analyze them, do you seek to find those
things to which you are most susceptible, thosg thiat tempt you the most?

Then we are called to remove ourselves flomsd paths of temptation. It might be a
magazine. It may be visual for you. It may beaiartalk — talk that gets you started. And, befor
you know it, once you are started you go on andrahsay all kinds of things that are hurtful and



shameful. It may be times when you are feelingysior yourself. Do you know those things that
tempt you? Do you remove yourself from those thihg

We must be separate, separate also fromrthe things and sinful entertainments of this
world. We are to have no fellowship with the uitfid works of darkness (Eph. 5:11). But
rather, we are to reprove them. That word “repfoweans “to convince them of their sin by
means of clear argument from the Word of God.”

Why? Why did God call His people in Nehensatay, and us in Jesus Christ, to this
separate, holy life? A number of reasons.

Because the world of sin seeks our destmictithe world seeks the destruction of the
church. The world is not neutral. It can put dsrad face. It can put on a tolerant smile. hca
apparently, make itself to be indifferent. But anteath, the world of sin hates the cause of God
because that world is ruled by the prince of daskneAnd it will not stop at anything less than
spiritual genocide of the people of God. The Amrteand the Moabite reacted against Israel
as they would react against no other nation. Toadiner people of the world, they might have
said to them, “Well, of course. Of course you came through. We'll help you. We want to
prosper you on your journey, on your noble que&iit when the children of Israel asked,
Ammon had no human kindness, no flow of sympathy&leaguered travelers. Their word
was: “Get out.” And, “Don’t pass.” And, “We wilome out against you.”

The Moabites did not exercise religious tatee. The Moabites did not say as Israel appeared
on their borders: “We should talk about pluralisiio, they were against them. Why? Because
God was in Israel, because Christ was promisesté@ll And, apart from grace, man and the
world of sin stands in enmity against God and His.SWe read in Genesis 3:15, “And | will put
enmity between thee and [the seed of] the womatywéden the church and the devil. We read in
Romans 8:7, “The carnal mind is enmity against Galle read in John 15 these words of Jesus:
“If the world hate you, ye know that it hated médpe it hated you.” We read in Il Timothy 3:12,
“All who will live godly shall suffer persecution.’Sin is hatred of God. If you are in the world,
you have not been made to know your sin and y@uyet in love of your own way of sin. Then
you will hate God—because that is what sin isrdthof God. There is no truce there. There is
no coalition, no cease-fire. Therefore, when tingrch and the child of God fly the flag of God, of
love for God, obedience to God; when the churds ifgh the cross as toaly way of salvation,
only in Christ and no other way — then the chur@mes under the hatred of the world. The fangs
of the devil, the hatred of the world, is unleashgdinst the church. Perhaps the world and the
devil use now the means of seduction in an attéonget the church to compromise. But that will
not last. The world of sin is intolerant of thauoth. Why? Because the world of sin is the enemy
of God.

We read again in Romans 8:7, “The carnal msrehmity against God.” You see, salvation
is a matter of spiritual conquest. It is when ®ad come to subdue your heart, to take you away
from the realm of darkness and hatred of God armlity you on bended knee to love God and
to obey Him. But that will bring reaction. It Whring the hatred of those who yet walk in the
way of darkness; intolerance against you, agamestiod that you confess.



But there is another reason why Israel ang wé are called to spiritual separation. That is
because of the friendship of God. Separation fsomand sinful living is not only a flight away
from something, it is also a pursuit of someonehaoly, separate life is the pursuit of godliness
and of God. Only God can make a Christian. Manmake the outward. We can say, “Don't,
don’t, don’t do this. Stay away from that. Dogt there. Dress this way. Go to church.” But
that is not the heart of Christian living. It istfirst the outward. Why does the Christian desir
to do those things? There is one answer. Bedaf®/es God and he enjoys being with Him
and in His company.

Do you understand that? Separation fronissomly serving a purpose. That purpose is the
desire to be devoted more and more to God. Isathgtyou want to live a godly, different life?
Is that why you want to keep the Lord’s Day? Bttlvhy you go to church? Is that why you
flee fornication and love purity? Is it because have to? ...or because yovant to—because
you understand that the embrace of sin means thietgnnot know experientially the embrace
of your heavenly Father? Is that why temptatiod araterialism and all the other sins are
resisted in your heart and in your life — because lyave come to love and honor God?

You see, this is all rooted in the love ofd@s God. For God’s sake, for Him, the Christian
lives. God creates this separation when His gshog's us who He is, that He has loved us and
forgiven us in Jesus Christ and has purchased los kEtis own in the blood of His Son. You
who love the Lord, hate sin, for He is just andepur

“For Christ the King forsake the world andegvformer friend.” The separate, Christian life
is a life dedicated to God, godliness, and Chi&paration from the world does not mean that
we are some kind of cult, that we are ruled by sexternal form. But it means that our hearts
are married to God. We love Him and seek His hamar His glory. That is why we love the
church. That is why we love God’s house. Thathy we love our families. That is why we
love God. That is why we want to be faithful todsdJnderneath the Christian life is the only
loving principle in this world, the only solid, gddruth in this world—-God. Because God is
glorious, because God is right, because God isHgeause God is truth, we therefore want His
smile upon us.

And for that smile of God and embrace of Gadare ready to endure the reproach of this
world. We read of Moses in Hebrews 11 that hedoksEgypt, not fearing the wrath of the
king. Why? Because he had respect unto the reeonsepof the reward. Because he saw God.

Let us apply then today this Word of God tw lives. Let us ask God for His grace that we
live a spiritually separate life from temptatiordainom the world of sin—a life that in principle is
the expression of love for God.

This brings comfort, great comfort into thieriStian life. The Christian life is not a morbid,
sour, depressing thing. It is comforting. It iz@nderful, exciting gift of God. We are always
desiring to see how God will reveal more and mdndimself to us, of how God will turn the
latest attempt of the devil to destroy us on itgchand lead us to victory.



The life lived to God is a confident, victous life. A life separated unto God is the onfg li
worth living.

Let us pray.

Father, we thank Thee for Thy Word and payité blessing in our hearts today. Through
Jesus Christ, Amen.



THE REFORMED WITNESSHOUR
August 19, 2012 Why Is the House of GodskBken?

No. 3633 Rev. Carl Haak

Dear radio friends,

D

0 you have zeal for the church of God? Is your diftestimony of sacrifice for the precious
cause of God and His church, the cause of truthrighteousness, the cause of the gospel, of His
grace?

The answer to that must be given today. ulsdbok into the Word of God.

We come today to Nehemiah 13:4-14. The evehour text took place after Nehemiah had
been absent from Jerusalem and had returned thedséme. He had been there, during his
first visit in Jerusalem, for about 12 years. Thama period of, perhaps, 4-5 years he had
returned to the land of Persia. While Nehemiah pvasent in Jerusalem for those first 12 years
he had exerted a strong influence upon the relgiidel of Judah. But apparently in his absence
the light of Israel’s testimony had dimmed, prolyadlbwly and imperceptibly. The people of
God, you remember, were struggling to make a livilgey were busy with their trade and
livelihood. They rubbed elbows with the world. ddslowly they stopped asking what the Lord
had to say on each issue of the Christian life.rdMand more they consulted their own opinions
and what was expedient. The flame of love flickdmv. The purity of the church was
broached and the people of God pursued earthlgureaand left the house of God to founder.

A healthy, spiritual church-life in one yezan slip. Not always immediately. Not always
perceptibly. But always there is the temptatioslip.

Now we read that God brought Nehemiah bacletasalem for the second time for reform,
reform of the house of God. Ouir title today is Bah’s question: Why is the house of God
forsaken?

During Nehemiah'’s absence in Persia, TothahAmmonite had wormed his way into the
temple of God and had taken up residence. Toballed the servant in chapter 2:19, was one
of the three, along with Sanballat and Geshem, hdtbtried to stop the rebuilding of the walls.
He was a quasi-religious leader of a mixed religgbdudaism and the heathen Ammonites,
which would later become the religion of the Samaas and would be centered on Mount
Gerizim. He was a false teacher. He was subtted he was a disarming man. He was the
servant. He was the man at your service, at ylmaspre. He was a religious guide to help you
find your inner peace.



Of Nehemiah’s opponents, Tobiah was the @ty and diabolical. He had tried
numerous times to set Nehemiah up. His son hadedahe daughter of a prominent wall-
builder who reported to Tobiah all that Nehemiaid.sd obiah was filled with self-
aggrandizement and religious compromise. He redeahe absolutes of Jehovah. He believed
that religion should be self-made. It should beKpnd-choose.”

During Nehemiah’s absence Tobiah had persbageiest named Eliashib (who had the
oversight of the chamber of God’s house) to let hawve the spacious chamber in the temple that
was used to store the tithe or the supplies fotthates and to give him that chamber for his
personal living room — his apartment while he wadarusalem. We read in verse 5, the “great
chamber, where aforetime they laid the meat offgyin. which was commanded to be given to
the Levites.” Instead of using it as a storagerdber for the supplies of the Levites, Eliashib
allowed Tobiah to use this chamber for his pentseohis studio apartment when he came to
Jerusalem. Eliashib was not the high priest, ag apriest who was put in charge of various
things. And Tobiah, in Nehemiah’s absence, hadseled his way into Eliashib’s favor.
Eliashib had, we read in verse 4, allied himselfadiah through marriage. One of Eliashib’s
grandsons was son-in-law to Tobiah’s crony, Saabal\nd the result was that the essential
stores for maintaining God’s house and the priesevwput out on the curb. And Tobiah’s stuff,
his furniture, was put in.

Eliashib was entrusted with a sacred respdigi— keeping that room stocked with all that
was necessary for the supply of the Levites aresfsi But now that very room, the chamber
that represented God’s faithful care of His peofilat room was emptied. And into it came
Tobiah with all of his stuff. This was euvil!

Why did Eliashib the priest do this? Wagk#ing something on the side from Tobiah?
Was it prestige? What was it? We are not sungt, fidst of all, it is plain that Eliashib
cultivated the wrong friendship. He was not cdreflmo his friends were.

And, second, it was very plain that Eliashids misusing his office. His office was all about
the promotion and the maintaining of God’s name @nd’s servants. His office was to please
God and not men. What witness was left of Godisseavhen those in charge give God’s house
over to men like Tobiah? Eliashib was in a saaffide. In thankfulness to God, God’s people
brought tithes for the support of the Levites. Amstead of storing up those gifts in the
chamber of God’s house, Eliashib rents the chambeto Tobiah.

And, third, Eliashib shows that he was naois##ve to the seriousness of sin. He was not
close to God. He had lost his spiritual perspectiVhink of it! The chamber for the tithes is
rented out to one who wants to destroy the trut@ad. Within the sanctuary, within the
temple, is housed a man who wants to destroy thie that the temple is representing. This
sanctuary was given out for that. It was like igthe church’s sanctuary on Saturday for a
disco or for a meeting of atheists. How could gwer entertain the thought—the local chapter of
the atheists meeting in the consistory room of yawurch? But Eliashib did that. How did he
do that? He lost sensitivity. He lost his spaltatommon sense.



How does one lose his standards? How doesose his spiritual common sense? There is
only one way. Eliashib did not stand in awe ofaleth. He did not walk with God. He did not
humble himself daily before the absolutes of GMIerd. Sin in his life became known by
another name: bad decisions. And the awfulnessaind the sense of its horror before God
were lost on him because his heart was not rigtit @od.

When Nehemiah returned his remedy was dramétiwvas thorough. And it was now. You
may read of it in chapter 13:7-9. Nehemiah, whemeturned, did not call for a study committee
to address the church’s response to the inroadsdernism. He did not say, “Well, we should
probably get together and talk about this. Mayleecauld find another place for these stores.”
Or: “The church sanctuary looks like a dance-flodrhat are we going to do?” Or: “The
catechism classes—theistic evolution is being taumgthese classes in the church. What should
we do?” Or: “What are we going to do about worhelding office? Well, let's appoint a
committee.” He did not do that.

We read this: “I cast forth all the househstuff of Tobiah out of the chamber. Then |
commanded, and they cleansed the chambers.” Heotlicome and serve an eviction notice.
But he simply came and took Tobiah’s things andwhthem out at the street curb. Then he
said, “Clean this place up and bring in what Gogsd®as to be brought in.” This chamber was
built to glorify God. On entering the temple thershiper must be reminded of Jehovah and of
Jehovah'’s praise.

Now apply this to your body and to your mamtl to your life, to the mind and the heart that
are the chambers of God, that are to store upradskof His thoughts and goods. Your body is
the temple of the Holy Spirit within you. What leayou placed within the chamber of your
heart and of your mind? What have you given te ik residence there? What music, what
pictures, what thoughts are in the chambers of yund? Are you given to figure out how you
can have more of this life? Or do you fill the otizers of your mind and heart with Scripture?
Do you know the score of the game yesterday? Dickpow Psalm 23?

Let us apply this to the church of God. Tharch of God is to be filled with fruits of
repentance, humility, love, and kindness. Doegetdevell in your heart unforgiveness,
suspicion, evil talking, envy, jealousy, bitterneamsd resentment? You need to clean it up. You
need to sweep that stuff out and put it out inghiger where it belongs. You must fill yourself
with meekness and love for God and His people.

Nehemiah did what he did because he wastesent the holiness of God, because he loved
God for who God was. He wanted the church, theotento be clean. He wanted the church to
be filled with the good and pleasant things of Gétk wanted in the church that which God had
ordained and God had chosen. And, in awe of Goalimess and love, he was committed to
keep the chambers of the temple uncluttered, dled fivith the things of God.

So it must be in the church. There mustieeright, biblical doctrine, the truths of the
inspired Scriptures. There must be the truthsoofigess and love and zeal for the spread of the
Word of God, and repentance and humility. Andwhowt that which is displeasing to God —
out of the heart, out of the life, and out of theich.



But there was another problem that Nehenoahd to be most disturbing when he returned.
The support of the Levites was neglected. Novwgooirse, these abuses were connected. It
could be that, with no place to store up the segior the Levites because Tobiah was in there,
the people’s giving slacked off and turned intaialde. But | suspect that it was more this
way. The people, in Nehemiah’s absence, slowlgwmbed to materialism and brought in less
offering. Tobiah could, perhaps, say to Eliashib priest, “I see that the chamber in the temple
to be a storehouse for the Levites isn’t reallynbaised. You know, we are in an economic
downtime and people just are not offering anymadiletell you what. Why should you have
that place standing empty. Let’s be reasonabét'slbe economical. Let's be ecumenical. I'll
tell you what. I'll rent it (or you can give it tme), and I'll make a good use for it.”

You see, the Word is telling us that whendghed that we are supposed to do is not done,
then evil will fill the vacuum. When God’s peom&l not bring in the sacrifices to the temple,
the temple did not remain empty. It became filleth the things that were abhorrent to God.

Nehemiah was the one who saw this. He satthie Levites were going out to the fields to
farm and were abandoning their calling. We re&ahd'| perceived that ... the Levites and the
singers, that did the work, were fled every onhbisdfield.” They were not being supported by
the tithes, by the one-tenth of the produce ofpbeple of God. And the result was that the
ministry of God’s house was neglected. Behindaswa shift of priority from the spiritual to the
earthly, from the heavenly to the material. Anid thas a great problem. The people of God,
under economically hard times, sought to have tiheasures here. They believed that life was
first to take care of themselves and of their olings and of their own home. So the money
went first for a boat, for clothes, for a new camnd the cause of missions, and the cause of
Christian education, and the cause of the church-that is second, if we have something left
over. The reason was that Jerusalem’s spiritteaidas impoverished because their heart now
was set on the things below instead of the thingswere above. Jesus said, “This is a matter of
the heart. Where your treasure is, there will yoeairt be also.”

Do you treasure His Word? Do you treasurasth Do you treasure the gospel? Do you
treasure God’s cause? Then the priority of yoartheill be seen in how you handle your
pocketbook, how you manage your money. Do yoistneathe things that are below? Do you
believe that they are the things that are the mgsbrtant? Do you believe that they will give
you happiness and pleasure and a sense of selvdien that will be seen too. It will be seen
this way, that the needs of the church will go begg

Nehemiah'’s remedy for this, too, was dirext aow. We read in verse 11, “Then contended
| with the rulers, and said, Why is the house oflGsaken? And | gathered them together, and
set them in their place.” Once again, notice Nethemiah addressed the rulers or elders, the
ones who were responsible for seeing to it thahthese of God was maintained properly. He
set them in their place. That does not mean thabld them a thing or two, put them in their
place. Thatis sin. Itis sin to talk to the rslef God’s people that way. You go to an eldaet an
say, “I'll set him in his place.” No, it means thee reminded the elders of their place. He said,
“Sit in your place of leadership. He that ruletreomen must be just, ruling in the fear of God,”
he reminded them. He said to them, “You know thatpeople are not doing what they should.



They are not supporting the cause of the kingdothesshould. Now you must sit in your
office as elder and you must address this.”

Then note, secondly, that he asked the gghstion, the hard one. “Why is the house of
God forsaken?” No one wanted, in Nehemiah’s daput it in those terms. They would say,
“Well, uh, it's not really that | want to forsakeo@'s house or don’t believe that | should give to
the church and to missions and to Christian schddtsn’t misunderstand. It's not that | don’t
want to support these things. It's not that I'npoped to the temple or to the Levites or to the
ministry. It's just that right now, um, well, righow we’re a little short.” Nehemiah cuts to the
heart: “Why is God’s house forsaken?”

Nehemiah’s question means that if we do naiterGod, His church, and His causes our
priority, we haveforsaken them. You cannot have devotion to God in halvEsat helps us.
That makes the temptation of the flesh very simfleat makes the devil’'s confused issues
abundantly plain. Will you forsake the house od@oWill God’s work get the seconds, the left-
overs? Will you serve God with second best? Ehédtes a deep chord—forsake God’s house,
serve God with second-best, give God the retre&ais@s house and God’s cause demand my
best, my all.

So Nehemiah organized things again. Andgp®iated men responsible to keep the books
and to set up a system to assure that everythimgovoe in good order. He picked out faithful
men to keep record of what came in and what weint Nothing was to be done haphazardly.
Nehemiah was not a man who simply decried the wrdtghemiah was a man who was a
leader. He was innovative; he was imaginativeranmting the right. He encouraged the good.
He said, “Now this is how we’re going to do it. i$ls how we’re going to get everybody
involved. This is how we’re going to promote tinght. And we’re going to do it out of the
right reason.” And God’s blessing came upon them.

Nehemiah sought the blessing of God, verse'Rémember me,” he prays, “O my God,
concerning this, and wipe not out my good deedslthave done for the house of my God, and
for the offices thereof.” There Nehemiah’s hearbpen for us. Not onllyis heart, but the heart
of all those who are the servants of God in JesussC Listen to what is in that heart.

He cherishes God’s cause. “I have donefthi$hy house, for Thee, for Thy glory, because
that is dear to my heart. And | desire Thy blegsfar | know that without Thy blessing all of
my works are utterly in vain. My chief desire, Hoin all of these things is that Thou wilt
preserve Thy church and preserve the gospel oegmad keep Thy church pure in order that the
Word of the life of Christ in the light of Christay go forth in all of its beauty. That is my
desire.”

And such loving sacrifice and holy zeal fardzand for His house is rewarded. It is blessed of
God. Work done for God’s cause, God’s churcheigenwork in vain. All other human endeavor
will be wiped out. Itis in vain ultimately. Buabt this work. It abides. It passes beyond tfes |
into glory. God will remember it. Life lived f@od’s church is life that is worth it.



Beloved in the Lord, let this fruit of Chrstdeath be unmistakably clear about you and
about me. May it be said of us that we are thdse member in love the church of God and
that it may be said of us that our love and oue ¢ar the church and for the cause of the gospel
of grace shall never cease.

Let us pray.

Father in heaven, we again thank Thee forWioyd so clear, so wonderful. Write it upon
our hearts, apply it to us, give us to walk therdimJesus’ name, Amen.
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August 26, 2012 Why Is the Sabbath DayfdPred?

No. 3634 Rev. Carl Haak

Dear radio friends,

I

read the Word of God at Nehemiah 13:15-17: “Irsthdays saw | in Judah some treading wine
presses on the Sabbath, and...l contended with thefmil said unto them, What evil thing is
this that ye do, and profane the Sabbath day?” Wthe Sabbath Day profaned? That is the
guestion from God to you and me today to His church

Nehemiah asked this question when he retumédrusalem. He had been in Jerusalem for 12
years to build the walls. Then he had gone bathkdding of Persia for three-four years and again
returned to Jerusalem. During his brief absemeespiritual life of God’s people had gone
downhill drastically. They were no longer a shinlight of God’s love and covenant.

We saw in the last message that one of that glouses was that the house of God was
forsaken. The tithe (or offering) was not brougitd the chambers of God’s house. The
Levites, the priests, and the singers were notgogipported. The people had put their
businesses first, had put their money and profrtye God.

Now we come to an even more serious and wreas evil that Nehemiah sees in Judah.
The Sabbath Day was profaned. It had become \igeyeother day. There was no attempt to
keep the day holy. The Sabbath, a sign that Goetple are devoted exclusively to God, was
lost.

This is very applicable to us, God’s churatiaty. The enemy of our spiritual life is a threat
to our keeping of the Sabbath. The enemy of thido&h is materialism—making an end of
earthly things, thinking that life consists in wiyatu have. The pursuit of the earthly, then, so
readily goes beyond the bounds that God has estti@li And the result is that not only are we
ill prepared for the Sabbath Day, having spentelues six days only on the things of this life,
but the things of this life and our own business parsuits readily crowd out the Sabbath,
crowd out the heavenly. The Sabbath is profaned.

This is the question that we have to pladereeourselves today: Why is the Sabbath Day
profaned?

Once again, we see that Nehemiah'’s quediontting through the layers of excuses and
going to the heart of the matter. Nehemiah hasliilgy to do that. He is very direct. He asks



in verse 17 of the 13chapter, “What evil thing is that that ye do, @ndfane the Sabbath day?”
We do not like it to be put that way. The peofldwdah did not want to put it in those terms.
They might have responded: “Profane? W-well, veeilm God’s house aren’t we, at least once.
And, well, yes, those loaded donkeys and bushetsmf and the farmer’'s market that we have
set up today, well, special circumstances warranneed to do those things. We're just trying
to get a running start for tomorrow. We're tryitogfill the idle times of the Sabbath by getting
things in shape for the business of the week. Butt,profane? We’re certainly not profaning
the Sabbath!”

Nehemiah says, “Why do ye profane the Salf¥jaifo profane is to corrupt by sin a holy
thing, a special, holy thing of God. The Sabbath holy thing. We read in the commandment:
“Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy,” thait is intended for a special use. Itis set
apart as a day for the service of God. To use 8ufat purposes that God has not given, to use
Sunday for the service of mammon, for our own éwattiings and pleasures, to treat Sunday as
a quasi business day, is to profane the SabbathtBayoly day of God.

That is not my interpretation. That is Goaho gave the Sabbath!

In verses 15 and 16 of Nehemiah 13 we sddhbee were three ways in which Judah was
profaning the Sabbath.

First of all, some were treading winepressethe Sabbath and bringing in sheaves. That
alerts us to the fact that it was the time of hstvévery farmer and orchard grower knows that
when the crop is ripe you have to harvest it. T¥as a sore temptation. The crops were in the
field and the Sabbath Day has arrived. The beatiesipe. But the law was specific. Exodus
34:21, “Six days shalt thou work; but on the sekietdy thou shalt rest. In earing time and in
harvest thou shalt rest.” God had promised thatvbleld supply their needs, that He would give
them strength for the harvest. He said that yogiylseason does not suspend the holy day.

The second evil was this, that they werenlgdisses, and bringing wine, grapes, and figs,
and all manner of burdens into Jerusalem on the&hlDay. The donkey was their pickup
truck. It was used to carry their wares to be solithe markets of Jerusalem. They were loading
everything up to be sold, bringing it into JerusaleAgain, the law was specific. Deuteronomy
5:14: “In the seventh day do no manner of workuthor thy son, nor thy cattle, nor thy ox, nor
thy ass.” The man who owned a cartage busineshibatbnkeys on the road for six days. He
must rest on the Sabbath Day.

The third thing was that the peddlers andhhskers were selling. They were buying and
selling on the Sabbath Day. There was dried pshhaps, for sale — a food that the Israelites
certainly could eat. There were household wanests and blankets and spoons. They had
opened up farmers’ markets throughout the lancherSabbath Day. And they were treating the
Sabbath Day as a normal day of buying and selling.

Nehemiah comes to them and says, “What lewigtis this that ye do and profane the
Sabbath?” It was an evil thing. All of that wagl & God’s sight. It was evil, first of all,
because the people were ignoring the history of &pelople. This was Nehemiah’s word to



them in verse 18: “Did not your fathers thus, didinot your God bring all this evil upon us,
and upon this city? yet ye bring more wrath upaél by profaning the Sabbath.” Nehemiah is
referring there to Jeremiah 17. One of the maasons for Jerusalem’s destruction and their
fathers being carried away to captivity was theyy@opfaning of the Sabbath in the manner that
they were doing it. They had been through thieaaly. We see Nehemiah pointing to the
gates. And he reminds them, “Was it not just ageant years ago that we saw those gates
charred and burned and these walls in rubble? #iththat happen? Because your fathers had
done the very things that you are now doing toShbbath. This is an evil thing.”

When we do not pay attention to history, weyét what has happened in the past. The
history of God’s church is filled with hundredsetamples of what happens when the Sabbath
Day is lost.

Positively, it was evil because the Sabbaith positive, crucial functions, the same functions
that it has today. It was, first of all, the testiny to the world that the people of Judah (you and
| today) are the people of God, devoted to Himpeaple who live for Him and out of God.
Exodus 31:13: “ltis a sign (that is, the Sabba#tiveen you and me throughout your
generations that ye may know that | am the Lordt tloth sanctify you.” What is the sign that
God has a people and that you are a part of tlgdipethat God has a people who long for
communion with Him? What is the sign of that? \Msahe sign to the world that we find in
God the fullness of life? What is the sign thatave pressing, as Christians, to eternal glory to
be with Him and His Son Jesus in heaven? Whakeisign that we love God and we esteem
Him as our chief treasure? What is the sign of ihéhe world? It is the Sabbath Day and the
way we keep the Sabbath. By making the Sabbathalily other day, the sign of the covenant,
the sign of commitment unto God, was not showréwtorld. Instead, the god of materialism
had taken over the people of God. The people aof W&re saying to the world, “We are,
basically, just like you.”

Ask yourself this question: Does my Sabliabping reflect to the world around me my
seeking of my life with God, my loving devotion kym?

The second positive reason that it was soneas that the Sabbath is the source of spiritual
life. The Sabbath is that source given of Goddegkus on the pathway through the maize of the
world, to remind us that we are pilgrims and steasg The Sabbath means rest, rest with God.
It is the pilgrim’s ordinance. It was given by Gtdrefresh us, to keep us upon the path of life
eternal. Without the Sabbath, if you do not kdepS$abbath holy to the Lord, you will be
sucked into the stream of the world.

What then is life? Is it to buy and sellddan enjoy pleasures and possessions and things,
and for earthly cares and worries? Is it to cramtd the Sabbath Day as well? God has made
the Sabbath in order that you, who must go fodsiys in this world, might stop and be
refreshed and draw near to God and drink watelieodternal. If you walk with God for six
days, you will feel the need for the Sabbath. Malsay with the psalmist: “When shall |
come and appear before God?”



Nehemiah knew that the loss of the Sabbathdua to the inroads of materialism and to the
giving of the Sabbath over to the pursuits of tleekv And he knew that this would destroy
God’s people spiritually. Do you know that?

Why is the Sabbath Day profaned in Christiatuday? Do we profane the day by allowing
materialism, pleasures, and possessions to flamtim$ day? Does the pursuit of the earthly
choke the Word of God so that we have no time toecapart to rest awhile? We cannot stop
from the things of this world?

Let us be reminded today of the sacred parpbshe Sabbath Day given by the risen Savior
Himself. It is to reflect longingly on the etern@déasure of God’s presence that awaits us. dlt is
day of anticipation. It is a day that puts allof trials in spiritual perspective. Itis a day i
which we see that the difficulties of the week #mel burdens of this week were all used of God
for His purpose. All things are made plain in Godbuse. Itis a day that jars us awake. It
brings us out of the stupor of the world’s pursuilsfixes our eyes upon heaven and upon the
light of heaven. It is a day that we may set asuieown activities and obligations and be with
our families and pray and read the Scriptures anddvoted in good works unto God. It is a day
to take as much pleasure in God and in His peapleeapossibly can.

Do not traffic in the earthly but be busytlre spiritual. Reap a harvest of spiritual things
the Sabbath.

Nehemiah took resolute action to correct #fiigse of the Lord’s Day. He did not bemoan.
He did not say, “Boy, things aren't like they ugdede. Too bad!” He took action.

First, he had the gates shut on the everefigreé the Sabbath, verse 19. “And it came to
pass, that when the gates of Jerusalem begandarkédefore the sabbath, | commanded that the
gates should be shut, and charged that they shotllde opened till after the sabbath.” He
announced that the work week had ended. Tomorntvnet be like any other day. The city is
not open for business on the Sabbath.

Second. He threatened to jail those wheted around the gates with their goods and
produce waiting till the Sabbath was ended. Veéfsells us that the merchants did not get the
point. And, for a few weeks, they came to lockateg. So they simply waited for the Sabbath
to be over. Outside the gates they would sit aitltheir wares. We read in verse 21, “Then |
testified against them, and said unto them, Whygdoge about the wall? if ye do so again, | will
lay hands on you. From that time forth came theynore on the sabbath.”

You see how practical the Bible is? Nehenkiagw that it was not enough simply to have
the gates closed and to command that buying aldgeease. He knew that the people’s minds
would still be on it. We think of a little boy whs told, “You may not ride your bike on
Sunday.” He goes to the garage and looks all Suafiarnoon at his bike. Nehemiah says,
“Now, listen. You have to put away those thingattthistract you. If you are tempted to resume
your daily work, you have to close up shop, youehtvput those things away, you have to put
away the weekly worries and the weekly concernhss ot enough that you simply do not do



them.” But God is saying, “Don’t, with your minaié your heart, be thinking about all of those
things. Put them away. If there are things teatpt you, put them away.”

Then he charged the Levites to sanctify #ng derse 22. “And | commanded the Levites
that they should cleanse themselves, and thatsiheyld come and keep the gates, to sanctify
the sabbath day.” Again we see that Nehemiah stwt that if you leave a vacuum, evil will
fill it. If the Sabbath is not kept with positivepiritual things, then the world will fill the
Sabbath. If you do not do positive, spiritual feron the Lord’s day— going to God’s house
twice, organizing the day for your family aroundrgpal activities, visiting the sick and the
afflicted, teaching and reading and praying witlurychildren—if you do not do those things,
you will soon be found out on the golf courseydtl leave a vacuum, evil will fill it.

The fourth commandment envisions that orSthlebath Day families will be together—
talking, and reading, and teaching Scripture, andglgood, and visiting the needy, and
memorizing the Bible, and resting on the Lord’s Payd attending the Sabbath twice with the
whole family. Sanctify the Lord’s Day!

The Word of God calls us to resolute actlest our Sabbath Day be profaned, lest we find
ourselves weak and listless Christians throughwiinteek, lest we find that we have a lack of
purpose because the Sabbath has been lost.

Let us prepare for the Sabbath ahead of biecause it is a special day. Let us use wise
preparation. If you have young children, thisspexially important. Perhaps you can select
their clothes for them or find their shoes andrtBables so that on Sunday morning you do not
need to be in a rush or yelling, “Where’s this, vé'e that?” Prepare. Finish up your work on
Saturday afternoon. Open up the refrigerator aridut if you have some food for Sunday. Do
not stay up past your normal bedtime on Saturdglytnilf you go to sleep at ten so that you can
be alert fowork, go to sleep at ten so that you can be alert wtnship of God and not be

groggy.

Let us begin each Lord’s Day by reading thedures personally and praying together as
families before church. It may mean that you hiavget up fifteen minutes earlier. It may mean
that you have to schedule the showers and thedngimg and all the rest in your home so that
you can be at the table, at an agreed upon tintk,the whole family on Sunday morning,
before you go to church, so that you can be preparethe Lord’s Day. Let us sit together as
families in the church of God. Let us participatehat worship with our hearts, with our
tongues, with our eyes. When Scripture is rea8wmday morning, let us open the Bible and
read it. When the songs are announced, let usastha@ll our hearts, paying attention to the
words. Open your mouth in praise.

Let us return home from the service and ahlaut what took place in the service. Let us talk
about the content of the sermon. Let us talk aladat it means to you and how you will be
trying to practice or remember what God has saibtoin His Word throughout the week. Ask
your children some good questions, geared to thlerstanding. Explain the things that they
did not get in the sermon.



And let us spend the day with our family anth God’s people—especially the lonely and
sick and aged. The Sabbath should not be: Evdgybfi to his own room. It is not a day to be
off by yourself. But let us be together. The tburommandment pictures (as | said) the family
together on the Lord’s Day. Christian families en¢laéis day after a busy week. There have been
many worries throughout the week. We have beeisdulltand beaten spiritually. We have trials
and hurts. We need time to be alone with Jesadawily. Invest in the Lord’s Day. As a
young family, as young people, invest in this d&ut stock into it. Throw yourself into the
wholesome spiritual activity of the day.

Nehemiah concludes with this prayer in v&2e “Remember me, O my God, concerning
this also, and spare me according to the greabfdhy mercy.” Remember me, O Lord, and
spare me. That is striking, is it not? Let usmats that today. Nehemiah has just performed
one of the most courageous acts of faith. Hesemman who is doing what is right. He faithfully
performed his calling. He called attention to it &d he saw to it that the evil was addressed.
He said, “This is where | stand. We're going td pur stake down here. We are going to keep
the Sabbath Day holy to the Lord.”

Now, if ever, we would say, “There is somaththat God must be pleased with. God will
take note of that!” We would say, “Nehemiah, yavé done right and good.” Yet Nehemiah
asks God to spare him. Nehemiah sees that inestsamrks he has not earned. But he believes
that God must forgive him in his best works. Daymderstand? The best saint in his best
works needs the sparing mercy of God becausergsase involved in his best work. The closer
we come to the doing of God’s will, the more welimsgjust how sinful we are, just how much
sin cleaves to our own works. Nehemiah did noh@me to congratulate himself and to say,
“Well, now! | did something.” Nehemiah went homeeconfess his sins and to plead for God’s
mercy.

Let us conclude our time together in God’sriMmday the same way. Let us conclude this
way: by praying.

Lord, we love Thy day. And we do understaadmportance. We see what the materialism
of our own nature and of this world will do to ud/e see how readily we get sucked up only in
the earthly. And we see how crucial it is to caapart and rest on the Sabbath Day with our
Savior. But we cannot do this, we cannot attaithi®, in our strength. Lord, give us to observe,
love, and honor the Sabbath Day. And may our keppf the Sabbath Day, to the measure that
we are able to do so, increase our faith. Letitbecome something for us to boast of. Let us
not think of it as a feather in our cap. But, Od,aas we go about obedience to Thee, may we
remember our sins and know the need of Thy spanegy for even our best earthly Sabbath.
After that we must go to our knees and ask Thdergpve us because now we feel our sins and
imperfections. Until, O Lord, the gates of heagball be opened and we shall enter into the
eternal rest where there shall be no more sin andhall rejoice. So give us to keep the Sabbath
that is the emblem of eternal rest. Amen.



