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Dear fellow saints in the church of Jesus Christ,

The apostle Paul sent the letter we are studyintpeochurch that was instituted in the city of

Ephesus. He gives these saints in the church siperafic instruction about the church and their
place in it. He set forth for them the beautifuithh of the church of Christ and how these saints
have become members of that church.

Because this is a letter written to a paléicehurch or congregation, we can apply it to the
church of which we are members. We can applysit & ourselves as members of that church.
What Christ, through Paul, writes to the Ephesianrch and the saints there, He writes to you
and me.

In our last broadcast we considered theicglghip of one member of the church to other
members—how we are to deal with each other withm ¢onfines of the church. We were
commanded to put all bitterness, aggravation, wrattger, arguing, and evil-speaking away
from us. Then we were commanded to replace thth Windness, tender-heartedness, and
forgiveness. This is how believers are calleddal dvith one another. It is true that we are to
deal witheveryonen this way, but the injunction we considered kst was given to members
and their dealings with other members in the churshtute.

Now Paul has passed on from the several &dians he has given us in this regard. Starting
in verse 3 of chapter 5 Paul gives us instructiohaw we are to deal with those who are outside
of the church, when they still walk in unbelief agid. In verses 3-6 the command is very clear.
The sins of the wicked society in which we live iihnst be named among us as become saints.
Notice, Paul writes:

But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetossnket it not be once named among you, as
becometh saints; neither filthiness, nor foolidkitey, nor jesting, which are not convenient:
but rather giving of thanks. For this ye know,ttha whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor
covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inhecgan the kingdom of Christ and of God.

Then we receive this clear and unequivocahroand of verse 7: “Be not ye therefore
partakers with them.” These are the sins of theldvoThese are the sins that characterize
unbelievers, those who have no fear of God. Wechilelren of the light. It is this positive
instruction, found in verse 8, that we wish to édastoday in our broadcast. We read there in
verse 8:

For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are yeihghe Lord: walk as children of light.

That is the admonition the members of the chureligebers, receive in this passage, and that is
what we study today: Walk as children of the light

Light versus darkness. This is the bestiptespicture Paul can use to illustrate the spaitu
difference between the believer and the unbelieWteis either light or darkness, day or night.
These are opposites. We read in verse 8: “Ye w@nmeetimes darkness, but now are ye light.”
At one time we were darkness, but now we are light.



By pointing this out to us, God’s Word heoeces you and me to examine ourselves, that is,
examine what we have experienced in our own liw&& know the difference between light and
darkness because we were at one time darknessolwtve are light. God has changed our
spiritual darkness to light. We know how terrilaled how horrible the darkness of sin was in
our lives, do we not? We also know what God hasedor us in saving us from such darkness.

You see, spiritual darkness refers to thedtmm of our hearts and minds prior to our
salvation. It refers to the bondage of our willsia and Satan. Everything that we desired was
enslaved to sin. Darkness refers to our deprawity,corruption. There was no light in us. We
were blind, unable to see the glory of God or tbeihle reality of sin in our lives. And we were
unable to see the beauty of the cross. Thingeekingdom of God were hidden from us. Our
desires were entirely worldly. We wanted nothingrenthan what this present sinful world had
to offer.

And when we were told about the kingdom ofdGabout sin and the need of salvation in
Christ, we, in the total darkness of our heart amdd, imagined that we were good enough in
ourselves and really did not need salvation. Al because there was no fear of God before our
eyes. Everything was dark. Everything was blaskne

But the darkness that Paul speaks of herthign passage includes more. It includes the
punishment of sin that was due us on account df suc We sit in the darkness. We sit in the
shadow of death. Because of our sin we are ltalpeinishment. And the punishment that is due us
is that we be cast into outer darkness, the oatdndss of hell, where there is weeping and gngshin
of teeth. Sin is rebellion against God, and Godsdaot suffer such rebellion to go unpunished.
That, too, then, is a part of the darkness thawere subject to when we were walking in sin.

But such darkness was dispelled. What was af us then is no longer true of us now. We
are now children of the light. The darkness ofi sthe bondage of sin that totally enveloped our
hearts in a shroud of night, has been driven awag. were not able to drive it away ourselves.
But we who sat in the shadow of death have seerat tight. It was the light of God’s grace as
it now shines in our hearts.

But before we consider just how it is that h&ve come to have light in the place of
darkness, consider first your heart. What do yamiis it? Is it light? Or is it darkness? Do you
know from what you have been delivered? Can wieceback on how horrible sin is and in
what a terrible condition such sin left us? Are atde to see the light of God’s countenance in
us dispelling that night? Only as we can look biaclisdain and horror at the darkness of such
sin will we be able to appreciate that we are nbideen of the light. We now are given light to
see that ours is a new life, a life that is filledh the peace of God and understanding.

That light, quite obviously, is not in eveody; in fact, it is not in most people. Fallen man
may have the light of nature, that is, he may h#eegifts of reasoning and desiring, but these
are totally polluted with sin. The light that Papleaks of here is a spiritual light that belorgys t
those in whom God has worked salvation. Noticetvi#aul teaches us in our text here: “Now
are ye light in the Lord.” Only when we are in @hrthat is, grafted into Him by a true and
living faith, have we become light. Only when we & Christ and have been made partakers of
His light and life can we become children of thghti Christ suffered and died on the cross in
order that the corruption, the darkness of sin thiedguilt of sin, may be taken away. As Christ
hung upon the accursed tree, upon Him were laidwllsin and guilt. He bore these on the



cross. He carried them with Him as He sufferedl hel doing so, He conquered our sin. He as
our Lord set us free from the shackles of sin &mtdondage. Christ took away our darkness.

What is more, Christ as our Lord fought aghiour enemies and conquered the hold that
they had on us. He faced Satan and He ruined 'Sagassp on us. Having then fought the
battle, our Lord rose again from the dead, andinl@ng sealed our pardon from sin. He took
away our guilt and the punishment due us on accolusin. Christ took away our death and He
thus removed our darkness and has given us light.

That life and light our Lord bestows on eacle of His people, on every believer, by means
of the work of the Spirit in our hearts. The Ibé Christ now dwells in us because the Spirit
lives in us. Through the Spirit, we are given ei@see and hearts to understand the things of
the kingdom of heaven. It is that life of Christus that lightens our hearts and minds. The light
of salvation has shined and has made us childrémedfght.

Children of the light. We, through the bloofiChrist, have now become God’s adopted
children. Since God is light, and in Him is no kdgss; since Christ is the light sent into this
world to lighten the hearts of every believer, we aow adopted to be children of the light.
That is the message of the gospel to us todayt i$hlae good news. If you are still in darkness,
then the call of the gospel is loud and clear: éde@nd believe. Only at the cross is found the
light of salvation.

The figure of light and darkness before usspnts us with another truth that we may not
ignore. A light shines. It sends forth rays ghli that dispel the darkness. These rays of light
must be evident in children of the light. In otheords, we are called to live in the light.
Salvation must shine forth in our works. Theseks@tand in contrast to the works of darkness.
Paul speaks of the unfruitful works of darknessemse 11 of this chapter. These works refer to
what wicked, unbelieving man does according toviesy of this world and his life in it. It is all
darkness. What the wicked world teaches us comggreocial and moral issues through
education, art, and especially its media (thatelgvision and song and books) is all darkness.
What the unbelieving world has to say about sitifge about dating, marriage, and sex; about
the role of husband and wife in marriage; aboutrgehildren and raising children; and much
more—it is all darkness.

But opposed to these works of darkness tasrealso the deeds of light that ought now to
reveal themselves in the life of the redeemed cbilé€sod. These deeds are the fruits of the
Spirit in us. They are deeds that flow forth ofitiges that are now dedicated to serving God.
They are deeds that follow strictly the Ten Comnmaedts and other injunctions of God’s
Word.

The Word. Ah, that is the key to the lighat is within the child of God. The light in the
child of God is the light of God’s Word. That tsetobjective guide according to which we live
our lives in this dark world. We are able to owne the unfruitful works of darkness by
walking by the Spirit and Word. Everything that wey have learned about this world and life
in it we evaluate according to God’s Word and tigtothe Spirit. God’s Word and Spirit change
us radically, so that we view life so much diffdigmow. The way we view single life. The
way we view marriage, sex, children, our placeha thurch, our place in society—it is all
changed. And it is all revamped according to tkepBures. And the result is that we bring
forth fruits of the Spirit and we walk in the light



But the command to walk in the light is easiaid than done, is it not? You see, we carry
with us vestiges, leftovers, of sin. We have dusitesh and we are prone, by nature, to listen to
what the dark world teaches us about life. Wevalloe wicked sometimes to shape, at least to a
certain extent, our world-and-life view. Of coursee are children of our society and world.
The unbelieving world likes to pass off bad as gand good as bad. Those who promote sinful
behavior are adept at this sort of thing. And we prone, by nature, to give in. We are so
disposed to listen, it seems, to society. Drunkesn-it's harmless fun. Fornication—it’s
necessary in order to get to know someone. ThHesaphy about having children (or not having
children) and raising children is totally worldlywe are in an unbelieving society, and that
unbelieving society pounds on these issues. dlgys in our faces. Our sinful flesh hears of it
so much that we begin to believe that what is sgidociety, by fallen man, is true. Thus the
command, the urgent command, that we receive swWwWhrd of God: “Walk in the dark world
as children of the light.”

No person needs a command to walk in thisldvoEveryone is walking, believer and
unbeliever alike. The term “walk” makes referet@éhe way one conducts himself as he walks
through this present life. This is why we can $lagt everyone walks. Everyone follows a
certain path, a certain code of conduct, in tHes éis he lives. The path each individual walks
varies much from one individual to the next. Ydife and my life vary so much given the
different places: where we were born, or the fawiinto which we were born. Well, we are
called to walk—as children or young people or ssgbr married or elderly saint—in the light.
Besides this, each of us walks a different patheslay of our lives, do we not? We walk in our
homes, our families; we walk in school; we walkdifferent places of labor. Our paths are
constantly crossing one another’s, but then thag les elsewhere once again.

The big concern of the Word of God befordnere is this. Where we walk, we must walk as
children of the light. That must be the one guidaminciple of our lives in this world as we walk
through this world. Walk as God’s children who @gween given the light of their salvation.
The decisions we are called to make, we make ddrehiof the light. And the vocation |
choose, the Word of God is my guide. Do | choog®bahat will take me away from the church,
from where the truth is preached? Do | take alwalb will require of me Sabbath labor or put me
in league with unbelievers? In the eyes of theldyaf course, these questions do not even enter
into the picture. But they do with me. Why? Besmathe law of God is written in my heart. It
is the guiding principle of my life. | am a childho is the light. | will not date just anyone. |
will not follow the godless methods and ways ofreational dating that are exercised in the
world. When | marry, my marriage will be in thertdo | believe children are a heritage of the
Lord and the fruit of the womb is my reward. Mywi of children is so much different from that
of unbelieving society. My view of raising thosaildren is so much different—radically
different—from those who despise God’s Word and m@mdments.

Now walk as children of the light. Let theowd of God dwell in you richly. Walk in the
Spirit. Abandon those old patterns of life thaau@cterized us in the past. That, too, according
to this Word of God that we consider today, is calting. What places do those who walk in
darkness frequent? Where is their abode? Whetbedoenjoy themselves most often in their
sin and unbelief? What places do they seek inrdfdea they might be entertained? The media
is teaching the sinful ideas of its darkness imits/zies and songs, remember.

Here | am, a child of the light, an adoptéddcof God, who in His grace has loved me and
changed my heart. Do | enjoy the pleasures otagether with those that are lost in unbelief



and darkness? Here | stand, outside the door aif glace of entertainment. Would | step
through a door that had a deep pit on the otherisitd which if | fell it would be to my hurt and
destruction? Do | enter that door if | know thexelarkness, spiritual darkness, on the other side
of that door? Do | seek it out? Walk in the ligt8ay “no” to darkness in the path of life we
choose as ours. And with purpose true walk dowah phath that leads us in the way of light.

God’s Word is so clear. The exhortations|Bates in this chapter are clear. He writes the
same to the Galatian church in Galatians 5:19424 writes there:

Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which dhmse: Adultery, fornication,

uncleanness...drunkenness, revellings, and such tkée which | tell you before, as | have
also told you in time past, that they which do stitings shall not inherit the kingdom of
God.

When we seek the darkness of this world, we argimtgthe clear teaching of God’s Word. If

we do, it is because one of two things is true of Either we are such pitiful, weak Christians
that we walk in darkness despite the clear testymoinGod’s Word, or we simply are not

children of the light (though we like to say thae wre). By their fruits ye shall know them,
Jesus says. Our works reveal that we are in faitdren of darkness when we walk in these
sins.

In either case, the command of the gospel tarn from these wicked ways. “Turn ye, turn
ye, for why will ye die?” To walk as children dfé light is a twofold calling. On the one hand:
hate evil, flee sin, walk in opposition to darkne€3n the other hand: seek good, follow in the
ways of God, keep God’s Word, and walk in the $piri

The result of walking in this twofold way Wbecome evident. First, as God’s children we
will say “no” to sin and evil. We will recognizéé gulf between faith and unbelief and refuse to
build bridges in our lives in order to cross ovaoithe ways of the wicked. This is a conscious
matter. The church and her members are light. Wdrdd is darkness. What concord does light
have with darkness or faith with unbelief (Il Cérl4, 15)? So that, first of all, is the result of
recognizing we are children of the light.

The second is this: we become witnesse$iddight. We do not hide our light under a
bushel. We set it on a candlestick, Jesus sagst dightens the whole house. When we walk as
children of the light, it reveals itself to other®thers see our walk of life and God uses it @irth
lives, too. God uses the godly witness of Hisdreih to bring others to the light. That ought to
give the believer incentive to let his light sorehbefore men that they may glorify our God in
heaven.

This little light of mine. I'm going to let shine, let it shine, let it shine all the tim8o goes
the child’s hymn. And it is true. The true chuishthe light of the world. Walk as children of
the light.

Let us pray.

Gracious and eternal Father, work in us by $hirit the life of our Lord Jesus Christ. May
that life of Christ within us be light unto our patay in this world. May we walk, saying “no”
to that which is sin and evil and walk in Thy warsd in Thy precepts, knowing that they are
good and that they are right. May we be bold taldd. And where we have stumbled in the
way of sin and darkness, we pray forgive us of ehsisis. We thank Thee for the justifying
blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. In His name veg/p Amen.
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Dear Radio Friends,

There is a certain way of life that exists amorg tembers of the church. This is true because
salvation has changed the lives of God’'s peoptehas changed the way believers view this
world and their place in it. This “new life” inéhhearts of believers has much to say about how
a believer is called to deal with the world of ulidfeand sin. We must walk as children of light
and have no fellowship with darkness.

Now Paul enters into the part of this lettdaere he addresses how salvation changes also the
way we conduct ourselves in our relationships withers. The first of these relationships is the
closest of all—that of husband and wife. The wetk@ew this relationship, as we will find, in
an entirely different way than believers in the rcuview it. In other words, our salvation
results in a right and proper understanding of iage;, and the place of a husband and wife in
marriage. In Ephesians 5:22 and 23 Paul devote$ thme to husbands and wives. Neither are
we going to skip over the calling of a wife and Ibausd toward each other. The last verse of
chapter 5, that is, verse 33, treats that sulgect,we will treat it next time when we come to that
verse. But on our broadcast today we are goirnghsider verses 31 and 32. They read:

For this cause shall a man leave his father andhenoand shall be joined unto his wife, and
they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystéut | speak concerning Christ and the
church.

These verses focus our attention on the agerbond itself—what it is, and the proper way
of viewing it. This subject is of extreme importanin the society and world in which we now
live. Our society has willfully rejected and fokea the proper view of marriage. The woeful
immorality of our present society can be attributedhe rejection of marriage. No longer do
men and women view marriage as a permanent bomeebrta husband and wife, but marriage
has become disposable. Marriage can be enjoyeal $bort time, and then be discarded as if it
is an empty water bottle. In fact, men and wometheir sin enjoy, outside of marriage, the
sexual privileges God gives to be used only witherriage. Men and women today, in defiance
against the law of God, fornicate with one anottigen mock those who desire to remain pure
outside of marriage. This, in turn, has led tousgxsins that are too heinous to mention. All
because of the unbelieving rejection of the Godrimreld institution of marriage. Even many
Christian churches openly reject what God’'s Wordches about the permanent bond of
marriage.

In opposition to the popular trend of sirour land stands the clear, uncompromising view of
Scripture itself. Marriage is a lifelong bond. eTWord of God before us today cannot be
changed or misinterpreted without the result bamgorality and sin.

Paul, in verse 31, quotes what God Himsetf sdien creating the institution of marriage in
Genesis 2:24: “Therefore shall a man leave higefand mother, and shall cleave unto his
wife: and they shall be one flesh.” What God hafhed together, let no man put asunder.
Such, of course, is the commentary that Jesus tCHrmself adds in Matthew 19:5 when



addressing the marriage bond with the Pharise@#at God hath joined together, let not man
put asunder.”

Obviously this truth is expressed three défg times in Scripture: once by God, once by
Jesus, once by Paul. And it is an important tnathto be ignored. What is that truth? A young
man leaves the home of his parents in order toyraawife. When a young man comes of age,
when he is mature and responsible spiritually atiteravise, then he leaves his father and
mother. That is, he moves out of their house. stii&es out on his own in order that he might
make his own way in life independent of father amather.

But this verse also includes the reason ybisng man leaves the home of his father and
mother. He separates himself from his parentsraderoto cleave to his wife. Now, there are
perhaps several legitimate reasons a young marieaag father and mother to start a life of his
own. But there are also many vain reasons a youmgcan have for leaving the home of father
and mother. Usually the one that lies at the hafaittall is the desire to get out from under the
authority of parents, to be free to live a frivadoand sinful lifestyle. The most serious and
praiseworthy reason for a man to leave his paisrtscleave to a wife.

But there is something else that is evidanthis statement of our text. Notice that it says
that a man shall leave his father and mother an@ibed to his wife. It does not say that with
regard to a woman. Whenever the Bible speaksyolag woman marrying, it does so in terms
of the fact that she is given by father and motioethe young man who seeks her hand in
marriage. The idea expressed here then is thige. ybung man goes out and he actively seeks a
wife for himself. When he finds one, he seeks, nvpessible, the permission of her parents to
marry her. If they approve, the parents of the waonthen give their daughter to him in
marriage. That is the first truth that is taugétehin this verse.

The second is found in the term “shall begol.” Paul uses this term rather than the term
“cleave” that is used in Genesis 2 and that is wsd by Christ when He quotes this verse in
Matthew 19. The two words have a lot to do witlsheather. They have the same idea. The
term “cleave,” which is used in Genesis 2, meansotder. | do not know how many of us are
familiar with the skill of soldering. When a maolders two wires together or two pipes or two
sheets of metal it is for the purpose of makingrtheto one—one wire, one pipe, one piece of
metal. The term “joined” in Ephesians 5 has algimmeaning. It means “glued together.” But
the idea is the same as that of soldering. Glagdied to two pieces of paper or a plastic model
or wood for the purpose of making them one. Thennhis to bind two pieces together
inseparably.

Such is the idea applied by Scripture to rmage. When a man and his wife enter into
marriage, they are glued or soldered togetheram@® They who were two have now become
one.

Neither do the man and his wife do the gluandghe joining. Notice the passive use of this
term here in verse 31. They are joined togetl8rmeone else does the joining. As we know
from Genesis 2, it is God who joins two into org&od uses the vows spoken in marriage, as well
as the marriage bed, to bind two people togethterane. He glues them or solders them with
the intent that they should be one. And God’s glBed’s solder, is permanent. It cannot be
broken.

This passage here in Ephesians teaches udyptd the permanency of marriage. Paul
simply teaches us what Jesus teaches us in MattBesv “What God has joined together, let



not man put asunder.” Paul says this in Romans37a® well. God so binds a man and his wife
together in marriage that it is only death that sdlparate them. At death God, who has done the
binding, literally rips the husband and wife apafind that in a very painful but also permanent
way.

This all-important truth about marriage isnferced at the end of verse 31, where Paul
writes: “And they two shall be one flesh.” In Gsis 2 we read, “And they shall be one flesh.”
Christ and Paul both emphasize: “They two shalbibe flesh.” Then Christ adds, as we notice,
“they shall no more be twain but one flesh.” THead is a beautiful one. Up until the moment of
marriage a man and woman are solitary, they agdesinThey live their own lives and walk their
own paths. The woman is her own and the man iswiis They did things on their own, went
places on their own, followed after their own ieEs. They were two, not one, two separate
individuals, two distinct people. Then, provideaifiy, God brings the two of them together and
they marry. The moment they marry, they are ngéoriwo but one flesh. One flesh. They are
no more two, but one.

That does not seem to be very true, does iti2an, they still are two people, are they not?
They still have their own thoughts and desireseyrhtill oftentimes have their own way of
doing things. And yet, Paul says that now theyehdecome one flesh. How could that
possibly be true? Obviously, they remain two distipeople. That cannot change. One is a
male and the other female. But remember that Gasl do created these two that they can
become perfect complements of each other. Theyegnined in such a way that they, given
their physical and psychological makeup, can bed#d together by God into one organism.
That is exactly what happens at the time of maeriaghey become one.

Physically they become one. In fact, thithis center and core of their oneness—the sexual
union unites the two of them together into onehle8ut also, as they live together in love
together, God unites them into one flesh from amtemal and psychological point of view,
too. And even from a spiritual point of view thase bonded together—whether that be a bond
of unbelief or a bond of faith. Even if a man dnsl wife, by reason of sin, may never discover
the joy of being one flesh, nevertheless, God hadenthem one. So the Word of God teaches us
of the permanency of the marriage bond—what Goddiasd together, let not man put asunder.

Paul does not stop at this point, eitherthis instruction concerning marriage and its
permanency. We read in verse 32, “This is a greatery: but | speak concerning Christ and
the church.” The binding together of a husband\aife in marriage is a great mystery. And it
is so because God created it to reveal in an ganay the intimate relationship between Christ
and His church.

There are many passages of Scripture thatkspe Christ and His church as a marriage
relationship. Christ refers to Himself as the Bgtom, and to the church as His bride. In the
Old Testament we read of God as the Groom andhbecle as God’s bride. Let us look into
that relationship just a little more closely.

From eternity, in His eternal plan for alirths, God chose or elected the church in Christ.
We cannot even conceive of the church apart fromsChChrist was sent into this world on
behalf of that church. He was sent for the sabwatf His bride, the church. The church was
lost, together with the entire mass of fallen huityanin order to deliver His church from God’s
wrath and condemnation, Christ died and earnedhfar the righteousness necessary for
communion with God. Through that death of Chitiglievers are bound together with Christ.



The church, and we as believers in the churchyiawed by God as one body with Christ. We
are in Christ and He in us in such a way that weehmecome one living organism with Him. He

is the head; we are the members of His body. iBhtite mysterious union that exists between
Christ and His church. We cannot see it. Bus iteial. How can we begin to explain that living
union we have with Christ to an unbeliever? Ilbé&yond comprehension, it seems. All we can
do is explain to that unbeliever that somethingacutous took place in us. We were lost in sin
and darkness. And God, through Christ, has sasathto Himself. And now we are one with

Him.

Why are we so loyal to Christ and His causthis world? So loyal that we would be willing
to die for Christ—why is that true? Because by mseaf our salvation, Christ has become our
husband. And the church has become His wife. Werarried to Him. There is a mysterious
work that has gone on in us, calling us out of dass into God’s light. We have been joined
with Him, glued, soldered spiritually together wiithrist and never will that bond of love and
fellowship with Christ be broken. God has swormusan His great love that He will never leave
us and will never forsake us. Has that not beea of us, believing saints? God preserves His
church. God guards the righteous well. How oftensin. How often we stumble along life’s
pathway. How often we rebel against our Husbards Christ ever left us? Has our Husband
ever forsaken or abandoned His wife, the electaifurHas not Christ always been there in our
greatest needs, even though we at times would strayHim?

And is it not true that we are preserved byi€ in our love for Him, too? Because Christ is
faithful to us, we have remained faithful to HiriVe persevere, even though at times we may
have walked in sin.

God has created the institution of marriageagicture of this relationship between Christ
and His church. Now I realize we must be carefuhs point. This does not make marriage a
redemption ordinance, you understand. It is nmipsy the marriage of two believers that is a
picture of Christ and His church. Itis true tbaty two believers can discover the true beauty of
marriage. But marriage, as an institution, is mideeflect the bond that exists between Christ
and His church. Marriage is a creation ordinameg was purposed by God, in the very making
of it, to show forth the permanent bond that exi&sveen Christ and His church.

Throughout Scripture God’s covenant with people, the bond of friendship and fellowship,
was meant to be entered into by a husband andifieis What is the goal of marriage. All marriage.
And even insofar as the unbeliever discovers tieadship in his relationship with his wife, he can
live a happy outward life. Marriage is, therefagicture, a reflection, of a permanent bond. And
for that reason it is meant by God as a permarard.bSuch is the nature of marriage. That is the
very character, that is the very essence, of nggrridnd that, Paul tells us, is a great mystery.

We have already considered the mystery that Bpeaks of in this letter to the Ephesians.
The mystery is this, dear friends: the churchlbbhges, Jews and Gentiles alike, saints of the
Old Testament together with the saints of the Neagtdment, are all united together in one
inseparable body with Christ. The mystery of naye that is discovered and enjoyed by the
believer is just the taste of the blessed unitysivare with God, with Christ, and with all fellow
believers. The union of a man and wife in marriega mystery. We do not see that union with
our eyes. We cannot see that a man and wife ardlesh with the eye. How God does this we
can but marvel at and wonder. But the onenesBeofrtan and his wife is there. God has made
it so. And the husband and wife are to seek c&it gnactly what that means for them in their
marriage.



The unbeliever cannot begin to imagine thaube of marriage. He in his sin despises it.
And it gets worse in our society as sin developsibelief blinds the eyes of the unbeliever.
Because man does not seek God’s will for him inriage, the blessedness of marriage eludes
him. Men and women have become so self-centefégy enter marriage to see what they can
get out of marriage for themselves. They do nee¢ gout they are always taking. Marriage then
becomes one of heartache and pain, and therepsaxe in the marriage. So the world seeks to
get out of marriage by means of divorce.

But divorce itself is painful, bitter, andrtful. Why? Because it is against the very nature
of marriage itself. One or both in the marriage attempting to rip apart what God has glued
together. The husband and wife cannot divide amuwtiat God has joined together, no matter
how hard they try. And that is why God hates dieor He says so in Malachi 2:15 and 16. The
bond of marriage, the beauty and blessedness ofager must be found and searched out. Itis
not something that will simply fall into our lapdt is not even ours just because, perhaps, our
marriage started out in the Lord. The mystery afnlage must h@acticed. It must bdived—
in order to understand the blessed union that aandrwoman can share together.

When that is discovered, then in a real wagblands and wives begin to think alike. They
begin to reason alike. They begin to discover thay enjoy the same things, and the same
things repel them. They laugh together. Theytogether. They become one flesh, striving in
perfect harmony for the same goals. They will ovs&r the mystery of marriage, and their life
together will be blest. | have seen it. | am eip®ing it. Marriage is a wonderful union, a
wonderful bond. Let us strive to find its beauhdalessedness. It is a mystery. A wonderful
mystery. But | speak of Christ and the church.

Let us pray.

Our gracious Father in heaven, we come beftwee and we thank Thee that Thou hast
instituted the ordinance of marriage into which annand a wife can enter. And we pray that
Thou wilt work in our hearts by Thy Spirit and geathat we might know of our salvation and of
our intimate relationship with Christ in order tive¢ might strive to know that in our marriages,
too. Sin cleaves to us in that marriage bond, eedize. We pray, forgive us of those sins. But
make that bond sure, so that we might indeed teftet relationship of Christ and the church.
For Christ’s sake we pray this, Amen.
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Dear Radio Friends,

Paul has laid out the mystery of the church. Gasl @raciously blended the Gentiles into the
church together with the Old Testament saints. yTdexame fellow citizens with the saints and
of the household of God.

That was a matter of great joy to these Bphdselievers. But Paul reminds them that their
lives now were different from what they were whbeyt were yet lost in their sin. They were a
new people. And that required of them new behavibey must now view the wicked world, and
the place God now had given them in His churchgugh enlightened eyes, through the eyes of
faith. This means that all their preconceived or@iabout marriage had to be discarded too. We
studied that in our last broadcast, if you recMiarriage is a bond into which a man and his wife
enter for a lifetime. It must be honored highlyaasinstitution of God. God instituted marriage to
picture the intimate union of Christ and the church

Believers are given to know what marriage The Spirit works that in them. The simple
command of Christ is heeded: “What God has joituggether, let not man divide asunder.”
Marriage is for life. And believers are willing Wwork at their marriage to make it last. Even if
that marriage may not be all that happy, the @ binds holds firm.

But this mandate taught us in Ephesianscdughed in other instruction. That instruction is
given to believing husbands and wives as wellspikaks of the place and calling of husbands
and wives in marriage. In other wordsbmone flesh, and thve in the joyof being one flesh,
are two things. God binds. He glues together ame. But husbands and wives are also called
to live as one flesh. And if they live as one flesh, thél/discover the joy of marriage.

The instruction given in the verse we constdday is a summary of what Paul teaches about
marriage. That verse is Ephesians 5:33, wherewatels:

Nevertheless let every one of you in particulata@ his wife even as himself; and the wife
see that she reverence her husband.

Husbands are called to love their wives, and warescalled to submit to husbands. The world
laughs at that. The world mocks. The feministsbwp inside. Who listens to this instruction
any more today? We live in a modern society; @nsenlightened one! These are all culturally-
conditioned commands of a bygone era. The prdasmmigiven in this verse is null and void
today, they say.

No, it is not. It is God’s Word. And God tise same yesterday, today, and forever. His
Word does not change. If we want to be happy imiage, we must follow what God tells us to
do in marriage. Otherwise our marriage is doonefdre it even starts.

You see, our God is a God of order. As tighdst authority, God establishes in the various
institutions of life a chain of authority that mus¢ followed. This chain is set forth for us in |
Corinthians 11:3. There we read, “But | would hgee know, that the head of every man is



Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; hadead of Christ is God.” In this chain God
triune has authority over Christ, who exercises bBlighority over man, who exercises his
authority over the woman. This does not meanekiaty man has authority over every woman.
Neither does it mean that all women must submé&very man. There are certain spheres of life
in which a man is given by God to rule over the vaom One such sphere is the home and in the
marriage. The husband is given by Christ the aiithéo be head over the wife. This is
explicitly mentioned by Paul when addressing theewiWe read in verse 23 of Ephesians 5:
“For the husband is the head of the wife, evenlassCis the head of the church.” The husband
is given by Christ to be the head of his wife afhtiise family. He must govern and rule his wife
and family. We find in | Timothy 2:4 and 5 thatraan who is able to do this well in his own
home and family also shows good qualificationsaioofficebearer in the church.

The term “head,” of course, implies authari# head is one who rules over others, that is,
makes decisions for himself and others. He hasighéto tell a person what to do or not to do.
He is given the authority by Christ, his head,dad and guide others in the way he believes is
best for them. In short, a head is given by Gaal responsibility of leading, protecting, and
caring for those placed under his rule. Since €hsi head of man, and God is head of Christ,
ultimately a man who is made head over his wifleellsl responsible to God for his actions. The
head must give answer to his head.

| understand that it is argued that the oflehe husband over the wife and family was very
much a part of the Greek and Roman culture. Mdmdt have to be prompted in that society, it
is said. They had the rule over their wives. Heatin a wicked society was little different then
than it is today in our own society. The propeadship of a man over his wife was not being
exercised properly. Men were not exercising authaver their wives and children in the way
that they should. In fact, men in the Roman celtjust as today, were tyrants in their homes.
Wives were being treated with very little respedélen ruled their homes selfishly, for
themselves alone, and not for the welfare of tiwaies and children.

This is why the instruction here in Ephesiénaas new to recent converts to Christianity.
They had not been taught the proper rule of a masbeger his wife. They were not taught in their
heathen homes how to be responsible in their rlileey were taught by unbelieving fathers only
how to use the institution of marriage to servertben ends and their own gratifications. There
was no true rule, no proper authority exercisethenhome, even though fathers may have forced
their wives and children into obedience.

To the opposite extreme, the media today saksbands out to be major bunglers when it
comes to headship. Husbands and fathers are yedtma the media as wanting to take the lead
but bungling it all up so that the wife has to takesr and straighten everything out. Men are
idiots who do not deserve the place of head inré¢tetionship, since the wife can do so much
better than he. So much influence does our witkedia have, that husbands and wives actually
begin to think in this way. And husbands simpliincish their headship to the wife. The
feminist movement today is not dead.

Scripture corrects us in this way of thinkinig admonishes the woman: the husband is the
head of the wife; he rules over his household. whéther he is willing to take the lead in this
or not, God will, in the day of judgment, hold thesband responsible for what takes place in his
marriage. The husband must lead and guide his wife must care for her and nurture her. He
must protect and provide strength for her to depemd Such is the husband’s calling. And
every godly husband must exercise himself in thdtis own marriage.



This is done in one way. It is not done bxcé or coercion. It is not done by yelling or by
physical abuse. Proper headship is not dependemnes being the stronger of the two. Headship
of a husband over a wife is accomplished in one: waye. Verse 33: “Let every one of you in
particular so love his wife....”

Every husband in his own particular relattopsmust see to it that he loves his wife even as
himself. That is the key to proper respect andoh@s head in marriage. Love. That is how a
husband exercises his headship. Amazingly singplié,not? It is given that we are to rule over
our wives, husbands. But that does not mean thares mighty rulers in the home. The fact that
we rule over our wife does not make us more reapketin the eyes of God. God places a
husband over a wife in marriage in order to showHis love and the love of Christ toward her.
We all know what it is to love. If we are beliesewe know. Love is both knowledge and
affection. It is not one to the exclusion of thkes. It is both.

This is what God’s Word tells a husband eter 3:7: “Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with
them [that is, your wives] according to knowledg®jng honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker
vessel, and as being heirs together of the gratifepthat your prayers be not hindered.” That is
the knowledge we must have of our wives. Numbemy. wife is a vessel that is given to me by
God. She is a precious vessel. She is a pricelessel. The worth in gold cannot even be
measured. Number 2: she is a weaker vessel tham IShe is fragile, a fragile vase, that can
easily be broken, even when she wants to leaverpeession that she is rough and tough. | can
hurt her easily enough. And | can break her imitspnd in body. Number 3: | know my wife to
be an heir with me unto the grace of life. Sheasprecious to me because she is a believer
together with me. We pray together. We seek @gdther. We make decisions together. | know
all these things about my wife, and as a proped h@an called now to lead her spiritually. | take
headship over the spiritual welfare of my ownaKet the responsibility that | might direct my wife
in the ways of God. That is loving my wife.

And | show to my wife proper affection, to¥Ve know what that is all about, do we not,
men? When we dated our wives, we did everythingpaie them happy. We went out of our
way to show our girlfriends our affection. We were the best of behavior when we were with
them. We spent hours looking into their eyes atkirtg with them. We showed our affection
in so many different ways. Well, that does notrge or it ought not to change, after we are
married. We must love our wives. And althought tladfection may mature with age,
nevertheless, the affection must still be therdis knowledge and affection of love must be
given in all faithfulness. Husbands, by all meamsg must be faithful to our wives.
Unfaithfulness spells instant failure—instant! Adugy takes an axe to the marriage
relationship. Love means trustworthiness, devatioour wives alone.

The love we will show our wives is the lomatthas been shown to us by God. There is the key.
That is the key to all true love. When we weré ilosinbelief, all we cared about was self. Westbv
ourselves. But God in His grace so loved us tleséht His Son into this world to die for us. Almak
love of God Christ revealed to us in that He laogvd His life for us. He gave of Himself completely
for His bride, the church. In doing so, He hasdshleroad His love in our hearts. We are united to
Christ in that living bond of love that cannot b®eken. And it is that love we now in turn must
exercise in our headship over our wives.

When we do so, then our relationship is distadd in Christ. We are faithful, even as Chigst
always faithful to His bride. Our eyes are focusaedthe beauty of our wife, the inner beauty that



shines in her as an heir of the grace of life. #edare firm, strong, wise. Oh yes, we are. Yéia
same time we are kind, gentle, and patient heads.

When this is done, then a wife’s submissmhéer husband is not forced or coerced, but is a
willing and happy submission. And that, wives,n@sw your calling to your husbands in the
Lord. Notice once again, verse 33: “And the vaée that she reverence her husband.” This is
supported by the context of these verses as walé read in verse 22: “Wives, submit
yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the.Ldddbelieving wives make it no secret that
they will have nothing to do with this command afds The feminist movement underhandedly
has done a marvelous job of undermining what G¥dtsd teaches us here. An unbelieving
woman is not willing to reverence her husband witineek and quiet spirit. She rebels against
God.

But this injunction of Scripture must be takseriously if we are going to walk in obedience
to God. See, wife, that you reverence your husbdReverence. That word literally means
“respect.” You are to honor and respect your hndha the place God has given him in your
marriage. This means you never degrade him. Yooad mock him in the decisions he makes.
You do not attempt to rob him of his manhood. Yaunor him and hold him in esteem in his
decisions and let him be a man. And you strivegdis woman. You dwell with him according
to knowledge. You must know him. That is how yove him. You must know him to be three
things. Number 1: the one that God has chosdeaih and guide you in life. Number 2: an
irreplaceable, stable rock in your life. One whaiven to be firm and sure when, perhaps, you
are in doubt and waver. Number 3: the God-appdiiead for you that can lead you in prayer
and in devotion to God.

This reverence for husband is revealed ingarécular way: submission. This is what must
adorn a godly woman, a believing wife. She isimgllto submit her will to that of her husband
cheerfully and without a gripe.

It is striking, is it not, that the Word ofo@ here does not necessarily demand of a wife
obedience. Certainly, when all is spiritually lbglin a marriage, obedience is necessary. But
when the husband is an unbeliever, or if he intdracs family to walk in the ways of sin, the
wife may not obey him. She must obey a higher hiad her husband. If her husband disobeys
Christ, she must disobey her husband in order e obedient to Christ. At the same time,
however, she must quietly and meekly submit to thesband’s will. In other words, even in
these instances the wife may not attempt to ushwepheadship of her husband through rebellion
and strife. She must walk humbly before her Gosubmission to the headship of her husband.

In the inseparable bond of marriage, the \miest live as one flesh by willingly subjecting
herself to the rule of her husband. When the mahalks in love toward his wife, that subjection
will not be hard to give. A believing wife will ilain happy subjection, just as the church, the
bride of Christ, does toward her husband who tidadride, His church, in love.

This is true because Christ lives in the thefaa believing wife. Christ has bound her to Kath
in love. His love has been shed abroad in het, jaat as in her husband’s. It is not a matteant
of the wife having to force herself to subject bérto her husband. Oh, it is true that the féll o
Adam and Eve has made every man, by nature, &,tyach every woman a rebel. But Christ has,
through salvation, overcome our sinful flesh. &inlonger has dominion over us. As a result, the
believing wife willingly walks in subjection to héusband.



“But that's impossible for me! I'm not thkind of a woman. My husband needs me to be
demanding and loud and to take charge.” This camintd Scripture does not mean that a wife
needs to sit quietly by and let her husband dehalltalking while she sits there and listens with
eyes fastened on the floor. That is not what wanr®y submission. And certainly the wife may
join in an animated conversation with her husbanderevoicing her disagreements. That is OK.
She is a help provided for her husband by Godr afte But this does not contradict the wife’s
calling to be of a meek and quiet spirit, and tosbhbmissive to her husband. Wives do well to
listen to the wisdom of Solomon in Proverbs 21 writes: “It is better to dwell in a corner of
the housetop, than with a brawling woman in a widase.” A brawling, contentious woman is
not characterized by reverence for her husbandur ¥alling is clear in marriage, too, believing
wives. See that you reverence your husbands.

When we live as one flesh, then we will dissothe joy of marriage. Not that this is the
reason we live this way in marriage. We walk irthfalness in marriage because it is God’s
command for us to do that. And we strive to réflaca godly way that which marriage needs to
reflect—the relationship of Christ and His churdie fulfill our calling, our place in marriage, in
order to please God. We may not forget that thihé command of God here in the verse before
us. God commands love and submission in marri&ye.God does this because He knows what
is needed to create a happy marriage. When we wale ways of God, the result will be a
wonderful marriage. Not many in our day, everhie ¢hurch it seems, discover the joy that can be
had in marriage. But when we do, then a husbaddvwafe know there is nothing better than
marriage. It is fulfilling, even when times ardfidult. There is joy to be had when a husband and
wife dwell together in the love of Christ. It gss¢hem purpose and direction in life—something
both of them can work together toward. And it gitleem the joy of tasting, in an earthly, limited
way, the intimacy shared between Christ and Higathu This joy of marriage will be made
perfect in heaven.

Let us pray.

Our Father and our God, we are thankful Hertiond of marriage and are thankful for marriage
itself. As husbands we love our wives and as wivedove our husbands. We pray that Thou wilt
guard and protect us as married persons. Whemvagainst Thee or sin against each other, we pray,
be gracious to forgive us. And give unto us thigitang spirit, too, so that we might indeed lozle
other; that wives might reverence their husbandstlaat husbands might exercise headship in their
love toward their wives. Bless us now and keenukis important relationship of our lives. For
Jesus’ sake we pray, Amen.
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Dear Radio Friends,

Bethlehem was as busy as it had ever been. Thevei astir with people hurrying here and
there attempting to accomplish their business. ddewvere filled with people, and the little inn
in the town was itself packed to capacity. Thertspeople were certainly not used to this
busyness. They had a hard time accommodating @very

Why were all these people here in BethleheWwas it because of the prophet Micah's
prophecy: “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, thoughutbe little among the thousands of Judah, yet
out of thee shall he come forth unto me that idéoruler in Israel™? Was everyone here in
Bethlehem on this particular night in order to Idok the birth of the Messiah? After all, Israel
knew the Messiah was going to be born here. Oeaat, they should have known. Maybe they
were here to watch for His birth. Maybe their egéith were now glued to this village because
they were anxiously awaiting the fulfillment of shiprophecy. Surely that had to be the reason that
Bethlehem was all astir.

But it was not. There was another reasoa, rat nearly so noble as this, for all these people
swarming to Bethlehem. Far away, in a distant trgutthere lived a great emperor. His name
was Caesar Augustus. The empire he ruled ovectiaguered much of the then-known world.
This included the Palestine area. Long before this great empire (called the Roman Empire)
had subdued the Jews and placed them under tribute.

Now Caesar Augustus and his senators hadetto levy a tax throughout the empire. In
order to do this, all the world had first of all iegister for the tax. The actual taxing would not
take place until a bit later. But now, in Palestanyway, the way that was chosen for the Jews
to register for this tax was by going to the towrtheir lineage. This was the reason so many
people were in Bethlehem at this particular tintewas a time to register for the tax. All those
who were of the house and lineage of David had canigethlehem to register. As a result, that
city was packed with people. Certainly no one Vea¥ing for Joseph and his wife Mary, who
was soon to give birth to the promised Messiahfatt, we find this young man and woman
making their way to Bethlehem according to the c@ndhof Caesar Augustus, too. They were
of the house and lineage of David. Therefore theywere coming to register for his tax.

Our eyes of faith are focused in this eventtos young couple, because we know that out of
Mary would come forth that King in whose birth wejaice. We look to see the birth of the
promised Messiah, Jesus Christ, who was soon tmbeexactly in the place it was prophesied
of by Micah.

It was upon their entering into Bethlehent tha words of Luke 2:7 unfold.

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapbien in swaddling clothes, and laid him
in @ manger; because there was no room for theheimn.

We want to study once again this classic passadgecopture as it records for us the birth of
Christ.



We read in this verse that Mary “broughttidmer firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling
clothes.” That fact, in itself, is normal. MargcaJoseph were poor peasants from the village of
Nazareth in the region of Galilee. They did notehenoney to buy expensive clothing. That they
wrapped their newborn in swaddling clothes was sad to them. They had brought these
swaddling clothes with them, no doubt. Certaitlgyt were not clothes that could be found in a
cattle stall. These were long linen strips usethleypoor to wrap up their newborn babies. So this
was not a strange occurrence that a woman gavetbid baby and wrapped him in these linen
clothes.

But certainly the place where Mary and Josiph their child is a strange one. They laid
Him in a manger. A manger? Why, that was theifegttough out of which animals ate. Why
would Jesus be laid in a manger for a bed? Thtdindy is strange.

To understand why this took place, we muieceon what had transpired when Mary and
Joseph finally reached the end of their journeBathlehnem of Judea. You see, upon entering
this town, they discovered what we were talking wbearlier. The town was packed with
people. Houses had taken in families of relativdad, since there was only one inn (which was
a very small hotel of sorts) in this little towmwas full, too. This was not unnatural, eithdr.
was to be expected. After all, there were manyilfamin Israel that could trace their lineage to
Bethlehem. The town was full of people. Joseph,doubt, had expected that he would
somehow be able to find a place in the inn. Thweeto be someone there who would take pity
on Mary, his wife, who was about to give birth. tBwhen Joseph inquired in the inn, he found
that there was no room for them there. Even thdbhghinnkeeper could see that Mary needed
shelter, he turned her away without pity. Thereeanaghers who had come, each with his own
story (or excuse), looking for special accommodetithat might be made just for them in the
inn. And these, too, he probably turned away. ywaard Joseph were no exception to that. So,
we read in our text at the very end: “there wasawom for them in the inn.”

Joseph, realizing what condition Mary washad to seek the best shelter for her that he
could. And the only place he could find on shastice was a cattle stall. We say that, of
course, because our text tells us that Christ wiag in a manger. There is no other indication
that it was a cave or a barn or a lean-to of sbhesbecame a shelter for Joseph and Mary—other
than that He was laid in a manger.

Where this cattle stall was located is mgrecslation. Some say it was on the outskirts of
Bethlehem. And from this they explain that thesswot only no room for Christ in the inn, but no
room for Christ in Bethlehem itself. Where thidtleastall was located, however, we cannot sayt Bu
we can be sure that Mary gave birth to her sohardwliest of conditions. While they were in that
cattle stall, the time was fulfilled that she slibloé delivered. So there, in that barn, in thtikecstall,
she brought forth her firstborn son, wrapped hiswaddling clothes, and then took Him and laid Him
in a manger for His bed. That is the accountwieahave before us today.

All these events seem natural enough in tel®s. Even the unbelieving world can believe
these events. When unbelievers do this, thenukeglly do it with an eye of pity—Aw, this poor
baby and his parents, how sad! But they do ndt beyond these events to see and understand the
significance of them.

Believers view this account, however, withege of faith. None of these events took place
by chance. They were all ordered by God. We belibat this son born to Mary and Joseph
was indeed the long-promised Messiah. We beligat lHe is divine, the Son of God made



flesh. We believe that this child was born intes tworld to accomplish the salvation of God’s
chosen people. The world does not believe anthisf tTherefore, though some can and maybe
even will relate events of the birth of Christlasttime of year, that is all they relate.

Dear radio friends, look closely beyond thesee outward events and see what this account
really teaches us. Mary brought forth her firstbeon. That is significant in itself. Again the
unbelieving world will say, “Well, there’s nothingp significant in this. There was a young
married woman who simply gave birth to her firstidhthat's all.” Many, and the sad part is,
many in the church too, will say, “Mary probablyvgabirth to other children before Christ.”
That is the nature of unbelief, after all. Thefuse to examine the testimony of Scripture. And,
as a result, they refuse to understand why theeRBibkhis time includes this word “firstborn” in
its account.

Go back once to Luke 1:26-38 and read th@amcement of the angel to Mary. The angel
appears to a young maiden who was a virgin, onelvaldonever known a man, one who was not
married (though she was engaged). The angelthéis/oung maiden these words in verses 30
and 31:

Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour withdscAnd, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy
womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his @ediBSUS.

Mary believes that and yet asks the question: “Idball this be, seeing | know not a man?” To
this the angel responds in verse 35: “The Holy<glsball come upon thee, and the power of the
Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also tibat thing which shall be born of thee shall
be called the Son of God.”

What does that tell us about this child thiary was to bring forth? This firstborn Son of
Mary was, in fact, the very Son of God who woulddzgn unto a woman. Do we understand
the significance of this verse when we considet thaells us that Mary brought forth her
firstborn son? That term teaches us that this bladtyMary now brought forth into this world is
in fact the very Son of God made flesh. His cotioepand birth is a miracle of all miracles.
We behold in the face of this child in a mangervbhey Son of God. All we need is a reminder
once again of the necessity of Christ being divik¢ithout His being the eternal Son of God,
salvation for His people is impossible.

Oh, it was necessary that Christ be born wbaan. We do not discount that fact. Christ
had to be fully a man. He had to be a human bgisigas we are. Man is the one who sinned
against God, after all, and it was man, therefarfep had to pay the price of that sin. God’s
justice demands that. How highly unjust it woulelfor God to punish another creature for the
sin that man committed. Christ, as a man, wastablepresent us at the bar of God'’s justice and
pay the penalty for our sins. So, no doubt akibutas important that Christ was born of Mary.

But it was equally important that Christ beds-because man himself would be unable to
bear the punishment of hell. He would be crushedeu the burden of God’s heavy wrath
against sin. If Christ were merely a man, He wauddl have been able to endure eternal death
and punishment. But Christ is the divine Son ofdGdle is eternal and therefore He is all-
powerful. As the Son of God, Christ was able ty fie eternal price for sin. This is what we
must see in this firstborn Son born to Mary. Mhrgught forth her firstborn son. In this way
God made possible our salvation. This is the womdeGod’'s grace in which the church of
Christ rejoices.



That is one fact this passage of God’s Weethes us about the birth of Christ. Do you see
it? Do you understand it, dear listener? If yod & do, then we must realize that it is only by
God'’s grace that we do. Unbelief shakes its heaaiazement at what you and | are able to glean
out of a passage of this sort. We are able torgtatel this blessed gospel only because the Spirit
has revealed it unto us.

But that is not all we are given to see is flassage of God’'s Word. The reason Christ was
born in a cattle stall is also found in this pagsalj may not be overlooked. The reason Chrigt wa
laid in a manger was because there was no roodogaph, Mary, and their baby in the inn. That
is what is meant here by “them.” It refers to jpbseMary, and their soon-to-be-born baby. The
spiritual significance of this phrase points to theh that there is never any room for Jesuseén th
hearts or in the lives of men. Again one might, &¥here does this verse say that? You are
finding things that are not written here.” It ige that this verse does not say that there i®omr
in the heart of fallen man for Christ. Neither ee@ say that the reason that the innkeeper did not
want Mary or her baby in his inn is because hendidwant Jesus. He did not know that Mary was
carrying in her womb at that point the long-awaikdessiah. He did not consciously, in this act,
reject the Christ. To read this in this verseaigrsg more than it intends to say.

What we have here in the birth of Christ, koer, is a sign. That is all. A sign. The angels
who announced the birth of Christ to the shephsaif$ this about Jesus’ lowly birth in verse 12
of Luke 2: “This shall be a sign unto you; Ye s$li@d the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes,
lying in a manger.” They speak of the verse thatare talking about today as a sign. And that
sign does not merely include these things that dvoeveal to the shepherds of whom the angels
were speaking. But it includes as well why Jesas t@ be found in a cattle stall.

Of what, then, is this a sign? That Jesuss€leven in His birth, was rejected of men. John
writes to us about the birth of Christ in his gdsgeount, in chapter 1, verses 10 and 11.:

He was in the world, and the world was made by faingd the world knew him not. He came
unto his own, and his own received him not.

Contrary to what many in our day will claim, wickedbelieving man does not want Christ. He
does not seek after God or after His Christ. W@#rist is presented in the gospel, unbelieving
man has no room for Christ in his heart. He dasswant Christ because he sees no need for
salvation from sin. And he sees no need for s@iwdtom sin because he does not view himself
as a sinner in need of deliverance. He is willtag admit that he makes mistakes or
misjudgments in life. But he does not see thessraagainst the most high majesty of God, sin
that offends God and incurs a deadly guilt. Ifcpld, therefore, before the choice of whether he
wants to continue in this life of sin or to acknedge his sin and find salvation in Christ, fallen
man will always choose the former. And this isethecause apart from Christ man is totally
given over to unbelief. His eyes are blinded, lsat the cannot even see the things of the
kingdom of God. His will is enslaved to sin. Heunable to will the good or seek after the
good. There is no room for Christ in his hearalléh man is totally depraved. As the Word of
God tells us in Romans 3:11: “There is none tmateustandeth, there is none that seeketh after
God,” or again in Romans 8:7: “The carnal mind.n& subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be.” There is no ability in man to sak&r God, to seek after salvation, to seek after
Christ. He is enslaved to sin and unbelief—ansuich a way that he cannot understand his own
spiritual plight.



This is why John writes that when Christ, whdhe light, came into this world, then men
loved darkness rather than light. They did nottmrist. There is no room in the heart of man
for Christ. This is what Christ’s lowly birth pdsito.

But then, how is it that you and | come tad@Gath believing hearts? How is it possible for us
to read this account before us and actually beliewshat is being told us here? If there is no
room in any man’s heart for Christ, how have we edm believe? Because, fellow believers,
Christ Himself has made that room in our heartsabyall-powerful, irresistible work. It is by
means of the work of Christ on the cross that Gpéaple have been given to believe. It is by a
work of God’s grace that we have come to know God desus Christ whom He has sent.
Otherwise we would be as so many others, who sirigign to what they believe is just a sad,
guaint story. The Spirit of our risen Lord has rope the hearts of believers and has revealed to us
these wonders and these marvelous truths, these thigt are given to us in the Scriptures. Christ
has removed, through His death, the hardness diearnts. He has taken away our blindness. He
has given us hearts that believe and understand.

All that, He has accomplished by means ofsalvation. Now we see and now we believe.

And that, in turn, gives us great joy, the fbat is to all peoples. Believing children whe a
listening, why does Christ’s incarnation and birtake us so happy? Because we open presents?
Is it because we have fun with relatives, your o@ysor friends? There is nothing wrong with
these things, you understand. But do these thieglty have anything to do with the birth of
Christ? There is no secular way we can celebretdirth of Christ. The real joy of the child of
God, now and always, is “for unto us is born thay th Bethlehem, the Savior who is Christ the
Lord.” Our joy is found in that our Savior cameairour world to deliver us from our sin. And
that we celebrate. Christ the Savior is born! I¢tajiah!

Now we go to the manger and we bow as dickhepherds. We bow because before us lies
the light of the nations. Before us lies the Kofgkings and Lord of lords, who even now has
entered into the heavens and reigns over all. rBafe lies the promised Messiah, who is Christ
the Lord. We worship at His footstool. We hailnHas our King. And we thank God for the
joy of salvation that He has freely given us.

Let us pray together.

Our Father who art in heaven, we thank TheeHte birth of Thy Son, Jesus Christ, who
came into this world, who has taken upon Himsetfrmany horrible sins, and who has saved us
from wrath by paying the price for those sins. YNank Thee that salvation has been made
possible through His incarnation and through Hishbi And even as we celebrate that at this
time of the year, may we not forget, Father, thé& ts something that we must celebrate every
day of our lives. Wilt Thou keep us by this Worttlasustain us, even in this season of the year.
For Jesus’ sake we pray these things, Amen.
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Dear Radio Friends,

The verse we consider today is found in Revelali® “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning
and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and whwels, and which is to come, the Almighty.”

This verse of Scripture does not seem toaslathat much. All it really does is give us a
name of Christ. He is Alpha and Omega. As wedstnthe beginning of the year 2013, we
need something to guide us through this year toecowile need a Word of God that will give us
good, sound instruction as we walk through thig ye@ome. This verse really does not seem to
do that. We just receive a name. What practioadgwill just the name be to us? This: It will
serve to give you and me hope. That is really weheed. The word that we need to hear as
the new year dawns must be a word of hope. We beglt hope for today and for tomorrow.
And that hope is given us in the name that we vecii this verse.

You see, this world in which we live is alvgaghanging. Time is like an ever-rolling
stream. In this year to come all of us will becoam®ther year older. In this year to come
Christ’'s coming will be just another year closém. this year to come there will be new events
that take place in our lives. In this year to coGmd will take some of His people home to be
with Him; others will be given affliction and somwo Some will be given new joy, a reason to
laugh and rejoice. Time always changes things.

But there is one thing in our lives that wilver change. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday,
today, and forever. He is the One who is and wakigto come. And for that reason our Lord
and Savior is the rock to which we can cling agaithis year to come for comfort and strength.
We do not fret about what will happen in this nesalybecause we know that our Lord is here to
lead and protect us. He will guard through dangdirsHe will not suffer me to fall. He will
keep us day-by-day.

All of that is found in a name. What namAfpha and Omega. This is the name that is
unique to the book of Revelation. It is mentiomectte in this chapter, here and in verse 11, and
once in chapter 21, and a last time in chapterl@2all four of these occurrences in Revelation,
Christ calls Himself by this name. No one addredsien as such. No one calls Him Alpha and
Omega. It is a name that Christ uses to speakimeélf. And for that reason it is a special
name. It is a name that Christ sets aside to eageuus as He does in each verse where He
speaks. This name of Christ, then, we wish to twawveur lips throughout the new year to come,
a name we can call upon for our hope and our dineng

We take special note, then, first of all,ttttee One who calls Himself Alpha and Omega is
none other than Christ. This is obvious from tbatext. In verse 1 we learn that we receive in
this book the “revelation of Jesus Christ, whichd@ave unto him.” The salutation that is given
to us, beginning in verses 4 and 5, is from Johth fiom Jesus Christ who is the faithful
witness. In verse 7 we read this of the Alpha @ndega, “behold, he cometh with clouds; and
every eye shall see him, and they also which piehte: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail
because of him.” That is an obvious referenceesus. So when the verse we are studying



informs us that the Lord is the Alpha and Omegakwnew that the name refers specifically to
Christ.

| make an effort to make this clear becausmember, it is in this name alone that we are
going to find hope for this year to come. Anditalfthat hope, we must know exactly, without a
doubt, who it is that is going to give us that hoptas Christ who is the Lord, who calls Himself
the Alpha and Omega. The risen and ascended Lbadsits at the right hand of God and rules
in the heavens today says, “I am Alpha and Ome@dat is the truth that stands out here.
Christ is Lord.

You see, Christ was anointed of God to fuorctin the threefold office—that of Prophet,
Priest, and King. He was ordained of God fromretgrand anointed by the Holy Spirit at the
time of His baptism to function as Prophet, Priast] King. The particular office of Christ that
stands on the foreground in this text, howeverth& of King. That is why the name Lord is
used. A lord is a man having power and authontgrmthers. He is a man of rank and high
position. A lord exercises leadership and greatgro Those under him must render him honor,
service, and obedience. As we enter into the 648, it is encouraging to know that Christ is
such a lord. In fact, He theLord. There is no one of higher power and ramkpne of higher
authority and honor than Christ. He is the sowgreiord who rules over all. He is the King of
kings and the Lord of lords.

| say here, friends, there is nothing moreoemaging in this year to come than to know that!
Christ’s rank and position is His by hereditaryhtig He is the very Son of God. And by virtue
of His divinity alone Christ rules. But Christ halsoearnedthat position and power. He earned
it on the cross, where He defeated His enemiesoansl There He overcame sin and death.
There He conquered Satan. He did battle agaiesivitked world and He has overcome these
enemies of the church. Because of the work Clwast accomplished on the cross, God has
given Him a name that is above every name, thdteahame of Jesus every knee should bow.
Christ sits at God’s right hand, right now, and itdées over all creatures great and small, in
heaven and on earth. And everyone is called tdetreservice, obedience, and honor to Him.
Christ sits on His throne at the right hand of Gotleaven. And He is Lord.

This gives His chosen people hope for the y@@ome because this Lord who sovereignly
reigns in the heavens is also their Savior. Whenweént to the cross He did so on behalf of
every one of God’s people. He conquered sin, $Satah death for you and me, believing saint.
He now sits in heaven and He reigns over all thiiogghe church. In other words, His rule in
heaven right now is for our benefit. And thattimn, means that whatever may befall you and
me or the church in the year to come is all in &lgihands. How often we have to remind
ourselves of that! When life does not go the waywant it to, then we can quickly blame it on
someone or something that is in our life. We fotgat our Lord is sitting in heaven directing
our lives and that of the church unto His own perénd.

So, as we stand at the very beginning ofva year, let us remind ourselves of the truth that
is before us. In the year to come, Christ is LokeE lives, and He reigns over all things—the
creation, the governments of this world, and whetgpires in the churches of today. He directs
our lives and everything in them in His great |dweus. If that is true, then we need not fear or
worry because He will work all things together éar good.

There are two virtues mentioned here thatagdtarize our Lord, which should give to us
great comfort. The first is that He is AlmightAn earthly lord or king may be powerful and



may exert much authority and sway over his peoplet there is one thing he is not. He is not
almighty. As mighty as he might seem, his autlgoaimd power can be challenged and even
taken away by another. How many times that hapdragd in the kingdoms of men. We may
have a president now that exerts all kinds of grflce in government. But he does not remain
president forever. His power and influence areabhteath. He is here today and in a few short
years he will be gone forever. As much power arilityaan earthly ruler may wield, he is never
almighty.

The same is not true of our King, our LordukeChrist. He is all-powerful in His control
over all creatures. The heathen may rage, anditigs of the earth may set themselves against
God and His anointed to break away from Their ruléiese wicked people of the earth even
imagine a vain thing, which is that they have soometsuccessfully broken away from the
sovereign rule of Christ over them. But they hawet¢. They have not because they cannot.
Unbelieving men have come to believe that they Ismteheir own course in this world. In the
year before us, man will go his merry way and iaseein his wickedness, ignoring God and His
commandments. We have been appalled in the yeh2 20 what great lengths man has
developed in his sin. We will probably be even enappalled at the further development of sin
in the year to come. The wicked will increasehnit wickedness, they will mock Christ, they
will do what is right in their own eyes, all becausf their foolish imagination. They think
Christ does not see from His throne in heaven.yThiak they are in control and not Christ.

But, believers, Christ reigns. He even nowHlis power and might, directs the nations and
the peoples of this earth. Christ is directing @ffairs of this world and of our nation exactly in
the way He intends. Natural catastrophes, presalegiections, threats of war—all are under
His control. All things take place in order thalhrSt might bring about His second coming.
“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye sbadl him.” Every man will give account to
this Lord of heaven and earth. In the year 2013waed not fear the wicked. Though he is loud
and boastful, though he is filled with rage agaf@et, our Lord is almighty. He reigns over the
wicked with a rod of iron and will dash him in pesc

There is one other virtue of Christ that gives great comfort in the year to come. Christ is
unchangeable. Our Lord is He who is and was amtal g@me almighty. That means that Christ
is ever the same in His might. There is great comih that for believers, you know. When we
look back across the year that now has disappetreet, are so many things that happened to us
and our loved ones. The prospect of another yaatbe frightening. What will become of me
and my family in the new year? It is disconcertimigen we really sit back and think about it.
Everything is constantly changing. What curvel®lgoing to be thrown at me in the year to
come? What will | or my family have to endure?eThture is unknown. And so, so uncertain!

But there is one thing we can be sure ohis year to come. Jesus was and is and is to come
the same. He is the same in His great love towardThat love never changes. God has chosen
us in Christ from eternity and we have been same@hrist. Christ is not going to turn away
from that love for us. Neither will Christ allowigichosen people to walk away from Him. We
might walk in sin for a time, but if Christ has diéor us, we cannot go lost. We are His. We are
held in His almighty hand. He loves us and willdais in the year to come, too.

And, remember, Christ is and was and is toealmighty, too. That means His power and
authority over all things will never diminish inishyear to come. He will direct all the affairs of
2013 for our good and our salvation. Even whendigems so chaotic, even when all the events
of our lives seem to swirl around us or are upsiden, Christ is there. And He holds these



events of our lives in His hand and they take phadé perfect rhyme and reason. We must
believe that in this year to come.

It is for this reason He gives us this narheam Alpha and Omega. That name gives us all
the reason to be filled with hope in this yearame. Christ is Alpha and Omega.

These two words are the names of two letiethe Greek alphabet. Alpha is comparable to
our “A” and Omega is comparable to our “Z.” In ethwords, these two Greek letters are the
first and the last letters of the Greek alphahest jike our A and Z are in the English alphabet.
By using these two letters of the Greek alphabed aame, Christ in essence is saying this of
Himself: “I am the first and the last.” This iarther explained by Him in our text when He
attaches to this name “the beginning and the eriding

There are several interrelated ideas expdess&cripture that ought to be applied to this
name of Christ. The first is this: Christ is Ga@hrist is divine. This means that Christ istfirs
just as God is first. God is from eternity andatbeternity, and the divine Son of God is from
eternity to all eternity as well. We read of timsJohn 1:1 and 2. Christ was with God and is
God in the beginning of all things. And sincethlhgs are to God, that is, they find their end in
God and His glory, so also is this true of Christading to His divinity. God is not only first
but last. So is Christ. That, then, in the Scrigs is ascribed to Christ: He is before all tBing
and by Him all things consist and to Him are aith¢fs. That truth, first of all.

But there are two other truths concerningi€thhat the Scriptures present that are really on
the foreground in this name. The first of these tmths is this: Christ is the first and the liast
the counsel of God. Before time began in eterr@yd in His counsel willed or decreed Christ
as the firstborn among many brethren. Christnst.fi He is the beginning of all things. All
things in history center, therefore, in Christ. Was the reason all things were created. He was
the reason that we were chosen as God’s elect pedi# is first in the eternal counsel of God
with respect to our salvation. And that is why Bhhas the preeminence. Christ is the firstborn
of the church.

What practical significance does that haveyfmu and me in the year 2013? This. Never,
never will God view you and me, believers, apaoinfrJesus Christ this year. Christ is our
Lord. God has chosen us in Him and has saved #Bnm We are always and ever in Him.
That we need to know when troubled with our singhis year to come. Our sins at times can
overwhelm us. When we examine ourselves and finchsch sin in us, then we can be assured
that we are always viewed by God in Christ. WHenttoubles of this life threaten to take away
our joy and our happiness; when circumstancedethireaten to rob us of our contentment and
peace of heart, we must remember this: Just agi#lyi is the first of the year, so also is Christ
first. And just as this year will end 365 daysfaiso Christ is the end of it all. All things dos
Christ. And if we be Christ’s, then all things d&oe us, too.

That brings us to the final idea expresse® Ie this name. Christ is the beginning of our
salvation and the end of that salvation, too. Thigh stares us in the face, so to speak, in the
verse that we consider. Christ came in His firdvesmt to bring us salvation. He has
accomplished this on the cross and in His resuomctHe began the work of salvation at that
time. At the end of time, in His second comingri€hwill bring that salvation to its perfect
end. He is the beginning of our salvation; Hehis ¢nd of it. And He is everything in between,
too. He that has begun a good work in us willdthful to complete that work.



His promise to you and to me is sure. Hmiming. And He carries with Him the final work
of the salvation of the church. When He comeswiledispel all night for us and He will usher
us into that kingdom where God and the Lamb ardigi of it. All sin will be gone! And we
will be perfect. No more sin. All our enemies e destroyed. That kingdom of heaven will
be a kingdom of peace and true happiness. Thgt&m is coming in 2013. Christ even now is
establishing His kingdom in the hearts of His efgmbple all over the world. And that kingdom
will be brought to its completion soon, when JeShsist returns to usher in the new heavens and
new earth.

That gives us the hope necessary to carrin dhis year to come. Our King, our Lord, is
coming. He is directing everything that is takpigce in our lives and in the church and in the
world. He did this in the year gone by; He will don the year to come. He is the first of this
year; He is the end of this year. He is beginmhtime, He will be here at the end of time when
the years will cease to exist. We look for Himlwa patient waiting for and longing after
Christ’s return.

That must characterize us as we look for &hrireturn. We must be anxious and yet
patient. That must motivate you and me in our rorred families in this year to come. That
must give us the zeal to carry on the work of therch in the year to come. We may not look at
life and become down-cast because of it. We mastdalous. Christ is coming. What great
reason for joy in the year to come. Christ plagmsand me in this world for a reason. We must
rejoice, therefore, in this year to come because @it preserve our going out and our coming
in. The hope that is ours is given us by God. Armgives us incentive to live and be fruitful in
God’s kingdom.

Christ is our King. Onward, Christian soldie Onward into this new year we go. We fight
against all evil and we stand for the right. Antlem Christ comes again, we will be found
standing in faithfulness to Him.

Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly!
Let us pray.

Father in heaven, indeed we pray with thipehoCome, Lord Jesus, yea, come quickly.
Teach us to look for that coming of Christ in thew year to come. For Christ’'s sake we pray,
Amen.



