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No. 3605 Rev. Rodney Kleyn

Dear radio friends,

Today, in our series in the book of Ruth, we anag®o look at the second part of chapter 2. |
have entitled this message “Hope for Those WhoEmgpty.”

Earlier in the book Naomi had been brougltkiday God to Canaan after she and her
husband sinfully moved away from the promised lemifloab. She comes back a widow and
brings back with her Ruth, a daughter-in-law, whalso a widow. They come back poor,
empty. And even though there is a plot of grourat ts rightfully theirs, it is not of much use to
them. It will provide them no food on their return

So Ruth goes out to glean. That is, she gaeto gather grain after the harvesters. When
she does this, God leads her to the field of Badup, happens to be a close relative of Naomi—a
kinsman, which, we are going to see, is a very g fact in this little book. In fact, it is key
to the whole book of Ruth. Boaz is a kinsman.

In the passage that we look at today, thatitpe central too. It is a thing that gives hdpe
these two poor widows. In verse 20 Naomi saysuthR“The man is near of kin unto us, one
of our next kinsmen.” What a ray of hope. He wasan whom Naomi had completely
forgotten about, who not only had the right to msddhem, that is, to buy their land and to
provide for them, as well as to marry Ruth and gikiégdren to their family, but he was also a
kind and a godly man who showed an interest in Ruté provided food and protection for her
when she came into his fields.

We should remember that Boaz stands in tkeT@stament as a type of Jesus our
Redeemer. He was a picture in the Old Testamehsis Christ. As we go on in the book of
Ruth, we are going to see Christ coming throughenamxd more in the character and the
behavior of Boaz.

Ruth and Naomi find themselves in a despesitti@tion of poverty. Their family line is
threatened with extinction. What should they dbfhay be that in this situation Naomi was
anxious. But a cooler head prevails and Ruth goé$o glean. Her attitude is: Jehovah will
provide. We need to worry about just today. Gatitake care of tomorrow. She thinks to
herself, “I will go out and get the food that weeddor today.” And when she goes out to glean
with this quiet trust in the Lord, He provides faer in a marvelous way that she and Naomi
could never have expected or dreamed of. In ogelgar whole outlook on life and on their
future changes. There is hope here for the empty.



That comes out in verses 17-23 in Ruth, @vaht First, in verse 17, they are given hope for
the day. Ruth goes out in the morning, not knowugt to expect. Will there be a field for her
to glean? Will there be a farmer who will allowha stranger, to pick up barley from his
fields? Is it going to be safe for her to be twaré in a man’s world?

And what does she find? She finds not orfigld with harvest workers who are willing to
let her follow and pick up stalks of barley, butemhunchtime comes she also meets the
landowner, Boaz, who greets her kindly and telistbdelp herself to the food and drink that he
has provided for his workers. He tells his sergdaatdrop not stalks of grain but bundles of
grain for her to pick up. And he commands therprtiiect her.

So, first, what an amazing change of circamags in one day for Ruth. But also, there is
hope here for Ruth and Naomi for the immediaterubeyond this one day. At the end of the
day Ruth has an ephah of barley. That is enougth for at least two people for two weeks.
And, besides, Boaz invites her to stay in his &dlat the entire barley harvest and, in fact, for
the entire summer—to the end of the wheat harvést that means provision for many months
to come. What hope comes to these empty widowsénday!

But more. There is hope for these widowgterm. That comes out in the conversation
that Naomi and Ruth have when Ruth returns hontieerevening. One of the beautiful features
of the book of Ruth is the deep relationship betwibese two women. That comes out
especially in their conversations with each othEney shared their life and its burdens and
hopes with each other. They did not live selfishRuth is concerned about Naomi, and Naomi
is looking out for Ruth and for her safety and tuture in a strange land.

Verses 18 and 19 tell us that when Ruth daomee with all this barley and with food for her
mother-in-law, that Naomi immediately noticed tttahgs had gone well for Ruth—that
someone had shown her extraordinary kindnessmazament she asks: “What hast thou
gleaned today? Blessed be he who took notice wf yAnd Ruth says, “The man’s name with
whom | labored today is Boaz.” Then there is titile detail that suddenly occurs to Naomi.
She says, “That man is near of kin unto us, ormuohext kinsmen. Blessed be he of the
Lord.” And then Ruth continues by telling NaomatiBoaz has invited her to stay in his fields
till the end of harvest. And Naomi says, “Thattsod. Stay there!”

Now the hope that is expressed in the wofdéaomi that he is a near kinsman is much
more than simply that now they will have sufficiéobd for many days to come. We have to
understand what this discovery of a kind kinsmaamhé Naomi. It means, perhaps, that
someone would be willing to buy her land so tha&t Ishd financial resources beyond the
harvest. But it also meant that there may be adndfor Ruth. Naomi, we saw in chapter 1,
was too old to provide one. But maybe, just mayiis,Boaz was the man. And the
significance of that, for Naomi, is that the ficstild from such a marriage would take over the
family name and property of Elimelech, Naomi’'s deesid husband. So Naomi, when she says,
“He is a near kinsman,” is expressing a long-teapeh “Ruth, this is going to be good for us in
the long-term. He is a man who can revive ourmwifse extinct family and who can restore to
us a place in Israel with God’s covenant people.”



The spiritual significance of this is thagives them an eternal hope. This
kinsman/redeemer, Boaz, points us to another Regleewlithout the redemption that will come
through Boaz later in the book of Ruth, that otRedeemer will not come. And, you see, God is
raising up this family, the family of Elimelech ahhomi, from nothing—in order to bring that
other Redeemer, Jesus Christ.

Boaz will redeem the land. He will marry RutAnd they will have a son, Obed, who will
become the father of Jesse, who was the fatheawflDfrom whom Christ will be born. And
even if Naomi and Ruth did not see all of that h#ms was what God was doing. He was raising
up the line of Christ, the true Redeemer that ey we will need. Naomi’s longing here for a
name and an inheritance in Canaan was an expresfdi@n hope in the coming Messiah, her
eternal hope. She wanted her place in Canaanw&fied her family to participate in the coming
redemption of God’s people through Jesus ChrigrteHor two empty widows, there is a great
and an eternal hope.

And, as we consider this, we should see #nellel to Jesus, our Redeemer. Apart from Him
we are empty. We are poor sinners, hopeless amdhlthis world. We have no hope for the
present and our struggles in the present. We havepe for the immediate future and the fears
of tomorrow. We have no hope for the durationwf loves till death. We have no hope in death
and no hope beyond death in eternity. WithoutRedeemer, we are hopeless and empty.
People who live in this world without knowing Je$zs/e a hopeless existence. In Ephesians
2:12 and 13 the apostle Paul describes it this wWalat at that time [that is, in the unconverted
state] ye were without Christ, being aliens from tommonwealth of Israel, and strangers from
the covenants of promise, having no hope, and witGed in the world: but now [he says to the
Ephesians] in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes wedffare made nigh by the blood of Christ.”

If you are an unbeliever, if you do not knd@sus Christ, if you do not put your faith in Him
as the only hope for sinners, if you do not belitheegospel of the cross and suffering of Jesus
Christ as the only payment for your sin and they @eliverance for sinners, you are in a
hopeless situation, on a hopeless path that |esatthe teternal damnation of hell.

But what a change there is for those who kitewRedeemer, Jesus Christ. Ruth came to
know Boaz. What a change. When Jesus graciooshgs to us in the gospel with promises
and when we, by His grace, hear His Word and sed b has done and believe on Him and
repent of our sins and find our salvation in Hirawhbright our eternal future becomes. What a
change that brings in our present lives. We Isi#l in the same world, with the same struggles,
but now as creatures of hope.

If you are a believer, rejoice in that hop&hat has Christ done for you? He has raised you
from darkness and sin. He has removed the gujlbof sin. He has freed you from what your
sin deserves—the punishment of sin in hell. Hefiresed you from the power of sin and Satan
and the ways of this world. He brings you, in yealvation, great joy and blessing in knowing
Him. He has put you in the company of the redeentégl has included you in the church,
which is His bride. He has given you an inherigatitat is eternal, that fades not away, in the
heavens.



There is great promise for God’s people. réafj promise, not only for the present, but one
that reaches into eternity. Our hope is fixed,arthe things of this life, but on nothing less
than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. In the hbNaami, we express our eternal hope in Jesus
our Redeemer.

There are several more things | want to pointin this passage. The first is the explanation
for the change of circumstances in the lives oflRartd Naomi. What explains this change?
Was it because of the man Boaz and his genertsityeverything changed for them? Well,
partly, it was. In reality, Boaz was under no ghation to these women. As we see later in the
book, he was not the nearest relative. And heneés brother to the deceased. He was a
gracious man. Maybe we are tempted to stop andgradoaz here. But let us not stop there
because, behind Boaz, God is at work.

Naomi acknowledges this in verse 20 whersslys, “Blessed be he [that is, Boaz] of the Lord,
who hath not left off his kindness to the livingdao the dead.” Behind the goodness and
graciousness of Boaz Naomi saw the work of Godis@in creating this kind spirit in Boaz. And
she also saw God’s grace to her, to Ruth, andrttah@ly. And even to God’s covenant people.
“The Lord,” she says, “who has not left off his diress to the living and to the dead.” In other
words, Jehovah has remembered His covenant mé&hxyse are the words here.

The word that is used here for kindness sdi@iGod’s particular love to His elect people.
Because of that love, God promised to send theo&awill through the Old Testament that
promise can be seen—in the promise to Adam andtBggromise to Noah, the promise to
Abraham, the promise to Moses and Israel in Eghptpromise to Israel as they came into
Canaan, the promise to David, all the promisebénprophets. And again and again, God, in
spite of the sinfulness of Israel, preserves thedi@eps them. He did this so that He might
fulfill His promise and keep His Word concerning ttoming Redeemer, Jesus Christ.

That was beautifully expressed by Zachatlasfather of John the Baptist, when he said:
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel who has perfarthe mercy promised to our fathers and
remembered his holy covenant.” He was speakirtgeobirth of the Savior: God has
remembered His covenant promise.

It is God’s remembering that covenant prontiee explains the change in circumstances
here for these widows. God, remembering His mdiity their emptiness with hope. Jehovah
is merciful. In His grace He filled Boaz so that\was merciful to them. Boaz could have been
a hard, ruthless man. But knowing the grace of liotself, Boaz was a gracious man. This
grace explains the conversion of Ruth. This geaqeains the rich relationship that developed
between these two women from two different ethrmickgrounds. They knew God’s grace.
And in His grace, God remembers His people in thgelessness of their sins, and He sent the
Savior, the Redeemer, Jesus Christ. So you haeetline hope of the widows. And the
explanation for it is the grace of God.

And now, lastly, | want to point to the parseance of Ruth. Ruth and Naomi have hope.
But they have a long way to go before their hopeadized. And so Naomi says to Ruth in
verse 22: “It is good, my daughter, that thou gbwith his maidens, that they meet thee not in



any other field.” She is saying to Ruth, “Now tlyau’ve found the place of blessing, stay there,
even if it means hard work and much waiting.”

From the lips of Naomi, that is a remarkatitange. For she and Elimelech, because of
difficulties, had left the place of God’s blessingCanaan and had gone to Moab. In these
words she expresses her repentance. This is Whdtesl learned. And Ruth, you see here,
listens to Naomi. Verse 23 tells us that she stigg@ning through the barley harvest to the end
of the wheat harvest, that is, a full summer ofkniarthe fields—from spring to fall. Field labor
is hard labor, hot, dusty, and unpleasant. BuhRRetseveres because she is in the place of
blessing and safety and hope for her.

There is encouragement in this for all of Gqukople—to remain in the place of God’s
blessing—even if that is difficult. Where is thiage of God’s blessing? It is the place where
God has put you today. And remaining there meaimglin obedience in that place. Maybe it
is difficult. But God says, “Stay there, wait. fchope will be realized.” The place of God’s
blessing is the place where you are with God’s feewpthe church, where truth is maintained
and taught, where God’s Word is honored and obeyéere God, the Redeemer, affords to His
people safety and blessing.

Let us pray.

Lord, keep us close to Thee. Help us toiliviaithfulness to Thy Word in the place that
Thou hast put us in life. Keep us in the compaiyhy people. Fill us with hope and blessing
as we live in this world from which we have beehwideed. Give us the hope that Thy Son’s
death on the cross affords us. In Jesus’ nameraye pAmen.



THE REFORMED WITNESSHOUR
February 12, 2012 SeekingtReMarriage

No. 3606 Rev. Rodney Kleyn

Dear Radio Friends,

Today, in our series of messages in the book ofiRue come to chapter 3. In chapter 2 Ruth,
who had come from Moab with her mother-in-law Na@sia widow, went out to glean for
grain. The Lord led her to the fields of Boaz acally man who was very kind and generous to
her and whom Ruth discovers is a kinsman or amsdative. Naomi’'s advice to Ruth is to stay
gleaning in the fields of Boaz, which she doeshathugh the summer until the end of the fall
harvest.

Because Boaz is a near relative, he is anpatdnusband for the widow Ruth. If Ruth would
marry, that would mean several things. First,ould mean provision and care for Ruth and
Naomi. Second, it would mean that the first clfiitam this marriage would continue the family
name of Elimelech, which at this point has comart@nd. And, third, it would mean that the
property that belonged to Elimelech would remaithim possession of that family. In His law,
God had said that the nearest male relative shoaldy the widow if she had no children, so
that this could take place. Boaz was a near velatind threfore a potential husband for Ruth.

As the summer draws to an end, the quesfisrhether Boaz will marry Ruth becomes quite
urgent, especially in the mind of Naomi. Soon ¢h&ill be no fields to glean. The interaction
between Ruth and Boaz will cease, and Naomi wileha begin selling land in order to
continue her existence as a widow. With this inaniNaomi urges Ruth to pursue marriage
with Boaz. And notice, her primary concern is het own situation, but the future of the family
name and the well-being of Ruth in this strangellan

In the first verses of Ruth chapter 3, walrdeat Naomi said to Ruth: “My daughter, shall |
not seek rest for thee, that it may be well witbeth And now is not Boaz of our kindred?” She
wants Ruth to marry Boaz. She sees this as reRuth. Rest. That is a beautiful description
of what marriage is. It denotes that there istgadad security in marriage; that God has created
marriage as a covenant relationship of companiprehd satisfaction, of peace and fulfillment.
Husbands and wives, do you seek rest in your ngga?iaDo you find your fulfillment in the
spouse that God has given you? Is your marriggace of rest? That is what God intends it to
be.

And this is what Naomi seeks for Ruth. SéessBoaz as the ideal husband for Ruth. There
is a closer relative who has the first right to mauth. But Naomi wants Ruth to seek rest in
marriage with Boaz. And that is because Boaznsaa of godliness who also loves the people
of God.



So Naomi gives advice to Ruth. She remingthfhat Boaz is a near relative. And she has
a plan for Ruth to follow. She knows where Boa@i2): “Behold, he winnoweth barley
tonight in the threshingfloor.” In verse 3 shetinsts Ruth to wash herself, to put on perfume
and her best clothes. In this way it will be plarBoaz that she has not come begging for food
or to work, but that she has another purpose. thad Naomi also tells her what she is to do
when she comes to where Boaz is. She is to ldietis done working and eating, and go in
and uncover his feet and lie down when he is stepepVerse 9 indicates that this is a symbolic
gesture. When she uncovers his feet, she is thiagK'Spread thy skirt over thine handmaid;
for thou art a near kinsman.” That gesture wilkealear to Boaz that she is asking him to
fulfill the role of a near relative, to protect hand to provide a shelter for her, to give her a
place of rest in marriage.

As we look at Naomi’'s advice and plan, itngortant that we ask: What are her motives?
Is this because she wants the wealth and protecfiBoaz for herself? Or is this out of love
and concern for Ruth? If we look again at versed see that her interest is not herself but
Ruth. She addresses Ruth as “My daughter,” whéchahstrates a motherly concern. She is
seeking rest or safety and security for Ruth is tharriage. And her purpose is, at the end of
verse 1, “that it may be well with thee.”

And then, beyond this, as a believing wonséue, wants her husband’s name to continue in
Israel. That is not selfish, but rather showsdesp spirituality. In a day when it seems that no
one really cares about such things, but every noas dhat is right in his own eyes, she respects
the law of God and she has put her eye on the pmafithe Messiah, which is tied in with the
family name and her possession in the land of Gandaese, for Israel, were symbolic of their
name and place in the coming kingdom of the Messiatl of their place in the heavenly
Canaan. This is what motivates Naomi.

It is important that we identify these mosveNaomi was not a desperate parent pushing her
daughter into marriage, by match-making and beibhgsybody. No, she was concerned for
Ruth, and out of that concern she took serioustydésponsibility as a parent in giving advice
and direction to her unmarried daughter. Belieypagents can learn from that. Parents, you
have a responsibility when it comes to the marriaiggur teenage and young adult children.
What is it? Well, on the one hand, we do not havarrange their marriages. But, on the other
hand, we do not just let them go, so that theyficame it all out for themselves. No, we must
take an active role, an involved role in this impat part of their lives. If we do not, they are
going to start learning things from the wrong sesydrom the wicked world. So this is a
responsibility for believing parents.

What, specifically, is the role of parentsi?st, we must model to them how they should live
in marriage. That is something that starts froemdhy they are born. Children will expect from
their marriage and live out in their marriage wtiety see in the marriage of their parents. So
men, fathers, you have to be the husband that you your daughter to have. If you want your
daughter to find a man who will love her, who viaé Christ-like and sacrificial, who will
respect her, then that is how you need to live lasshand toward your wife, so that your
daughter knows what to look for and so that your lswows who he should be as a husband.
Mothers, you need to be the godly wife that you wwerur daughters to be and that you want



your sons to marry. If you want rest for your smmarriage, you need to show him what a
submissive, respectful wife looks like.

And then, besides modeling this to our cleildiwe have to teach our children the things that
they will need for a godly home. There needs ta Bepiritual aspect to the life of our Christian
homes. We need to have devotions as a family.n&éd to read the Word of God together with
our children and pray with them. The church ndgedse central in our lives. We need to teach
our children specifics about living in marriagehel need to be able to see that we mean these
things because we also live them. And, probablyenmoportant than anything else, we need to
teach them the gospel and model the principlekefjpbspel in our relationships in the home.
Jesus, as a husband, gave Himself for His bridsus] in His love, humbled Himself and came
to serve and not to be served.

Then, when it comes to the specifics of atrehship, we need to help our children just as
Naomi helped Ruth. We need to help them identifglg characteristics in a potential spouse.
They need to learn discernment from us by theiotisins that we put on their friendships, from
the warnings and the advice that we give them, fiteeremphasis that we put, not on looks, but
on godliness. You are all familiar with Proverds 3he virtuous woman. But did you realize
that a godly mother wrote this not for ldaughter but for herson, so that he would know what
to look for in a wife? (Go back and look at thestfiverses of that Proverb.)

Our children need to learn also how to beliheenselves toward the opposite sex. Some of
this they will learn from their interaction, butethneed parental direction so that young men
learn to treat women respectfully; so that youngne&o learn to be modest out of respect for a
man. Parents should provide an environment faerkimd of interaction between their children
and other godly young people.

And then, besides all this, we should prayofar children in this regard. If we want for our
children a godly husband or wife, we will pray tars for them and will teach them to pray for
this. We will teach them the weightiness of theisien to marry a person—that this is not
something to run into but it is a once-in-a-lifeéirdecision that will have more impact than any
other decision on their earthly life.

And so parents need to be proactive in thesas. If they are not, their children will learn
about sex and dating and marriage from the wadhnkel te¢levision, the workplace, and so on. And
the world has nothing to teach them. It is a noegghere. There is no rest in marriage in the
culture of our day. The Word of God here urgesasdaomi, to seek rest in marriage for our
children.

Let us turn our attention now from Naomi totlRR The first thing to see in Ruth is her
response to Naomi’s advice. Again, this is indgtamal, especially now, for young people.
Verse 5 gives us her response. She said, “Allttiat sayest unto me | will do.” She is
respectful and submissive to her mother-in-lawesehtwo women were the closest of friends.
Their hearts were knit together. And that was prily because Ruth, the younger, respected the
older, godly Naomi. She was willing to learn frévar. So she goes out and does everything just
as Naomi advises.



You young people who are listening today, y@ushould listen to the advice of your godly
parents in these things. Out of her love and aonfoe Ruth, Naomi gives her instruction. If
you have godly parents, be assured that their ieeasith you, that they love you, and that out of
that they help you in your youth. Yes, they maynestrictions on you. They will give you
advice. They are going to intervene. But in thibsegs, remember, they are not trying to
destroy your happiness. Your believing parentemiey follow God’s Word, want simply to
guide you, to help you to avoid a life of heartachi&ink about that.

Ruth goes out and does everything that Naaivises. She washes, perfumes, puts on her
best, goes out to the threshingfloor before itagkgdwatches while the men eat and drink, marks
out the place where Boaz lies down, waits till geee is sleeping, tiptoes over to where Boaz is,
lifts the blanket off his feet, and lies down thatenis feet till he wakes up from the cold. And
then, rather straightforwardly, she asks Boaz tayrizer.

Now, you probably think that is a rather wmlsvay to seek a marriage partner. A lot of
people, when they read this passage, have troutlieRuth’s forwardness and see her conduct
as quite inappropriate. But we should not redlat way. You see, our trouble is that we are
looking at this through the eyes of our culture &intks and we do not understand the cultural
norms of the day in which this was written. Théwal norms of our day are sensual and
perverted. We read about Boaz being merry andwaeediately think he was drunk. We read
about Ruth lying down with him and it seems like gtuff of Hollywood, does it not? But that
is nonsense. That is not what is happening hieitead, it was entirely appropriate that Ruth
make this proposal to Boaz.

In fact, according to the law, that was hatyd You can look that up in Deuteronomy 25:5-
10. If the kinsman were not doing anything toiai¢ marriage with the widow, then the widow
was to initiate this relationship. And Ruth andoN®, understand, were living in a day when
God's law was largely ignored. The man who wagsespd to seek Ruth in marriage was not
doing it. But Ruth and Naomi honored God’s lavwhey understood the spiritual significance of
the land and of the name.

Then think also of how Ruth would have besssged. Either she would have had on widow
garments, which was a black covering from head&o @r she would have had on modest
clothing, which included an extra veil of coveriag verse 16 indicates. This was not a day of
low necklines and seductive clothing. That iswbat Naomi was proposing at all. And Ruth
does not go out to arouse a man. In fact, thisth@snost professional and business-like
marriage proposal you have ever heard of.

Boaz'’s response, too, shows that this wasenappropriate. He was a man of godliness.
He responds to Ruth by saying, “Blessed be thdheot.ord"—something he would never have
said if Ruth’s behavior was inappropriate. Heireal, too, that Ruth’s proposal was another act
of kindness toward Naomi and the family of Eliméledde praises her for not going after other
young men but instead following God’s Word and ssgko fulfill her proper role as a widow.
There was no indiscretion in this midnight meetiigwas simply for the purpose of immediacy
and privacy that Ruth goes to Boaz at night.



There are, again, things for us to learn fthis. Ruth’s proposal to Boaz tells us where the
emphasis should fall in seeking a spouse. YedyRappearance and cleanliness were a part of
this. She washes herself and puts on her bestle&te from this that the Bible does not ignore
physical appearance and beauty, and we shouldthet.eWe should care for our bodies.
Cleanliness and dress do matter. They are a parewardship. If you read Proverbs 31 you
see that part of the virtue of the woman describeck is that she clothes her entire house well.
How a person dresses and smells communicates sogétiothers. If it is overdone, it can tell
others that you are vain. But it can also sayybatare lazy. What it should be saying is that
we are neat and orderly, that we are good stewsdndtiat God has given us in every area of
life.

But even though Ruth dressed well, that wadhe primary thing here. That was not what
attracted Boaz to her. That was not why he s&tkssed be thou of the Lord.” Rather, the
emphasis falls on godliness. The same thing tieadee in chapter 2 in the initial meeting of
Boaz and Ruth is here. This is why Naomi sees Bgahe best candidate for marriage for
Ruth. And Boaz appreciates Ruth’s kindness towaedamily of Elimelech.

If you are looking for a husband or a wifgttis where the emphasis ought to fall in your
relationship—not on physical beauty, popularityi@ation, wealth, social status, intelligence,
and so on. But on godliness. The big questioatythu face when you date and enter marriage
are not. Where are we going to live? What areyeiag to drive? How much money will we
have? But the big questions are spiritual onesteM will we go to church? Can we pray
together? Is God’s Word important to both of Us® we one in the Lord? And, young people,
if you want rest in marriage, if you want a lifepgace and joy, then you must marry in the
Lord. Be not unequally yoked together with unbediss. Too often people do not talk about
those things before they are married. Then theg nauch turmoil in their marriage because
they are on different pages spiritually. Do nottldat. Sort out these things first in your
relationship. Do not let passion get in the wapidrities.

As we finish today, let us talk about theestmarriage relationship, not the earthly one but
the heavenly one. Spiritually, all believers, aambers of the body of Christ are married to the
Lord. There we should and will find our true reRuth here stands as a type or figure of the
believer who seeks rest in Christ Jesus. In siamgeavithout rest. Our souls are restless, till we
restin God. But the safety, the security, thé oés®ur souls comes when we, by faith, trust in
Jesus Christ, His cross, and His righteousnesssfoilEveryone who experiences the unrest of
sin (maybe that is you today) is called to beliewmelesus Christ.

In Boaz’s praise of Ruth we learn somethihthe character of true faith in Jesus Christ.
Boaz praised Ruth for her single-heartedness. d8as not go after other young men. Everyone
who believes in Jesus and seeks rest in Him wil that way, too—not loving the world, not
living for self, but living for Christ—loving God ith all his being.

May God grant it to you and to me.

Let us pray.



Father, our souls are restless until weire§hee. Draw us by Thy Word to Thyself. Help
us to see our sin, to forsake it, and to find all joy in Jesus our Redeemer. Bless Christian
marriages and homes, and Christian young peoplese®k rest in marriage by seeking Thee. In
Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.



THE REFORMED WITNESSHOUR
February 19, 2012 Boaz: A WdlRedeemer

No. 3607 Rev. Rodney Kleyn

Dear Radio Friends,

Today we come again to the book of Ruth. aMein chapter 3 and we will be looking at
verses 11-18. In the earlier verses of the chaptdooked at the marriage proposal of Ruth to
Boaz. Naomi, out of her concern for Ruth, saygdrse 1: “Shall | not seek rest for thee?” And
she means in marriage. She has a plan for Ry where Boaz is sleeping at the
threshingfloor and to request of him that he futhe responsibility of a near kinsman by
marrying her and redeeming the land of Naomi. Bthigoes out and finds the place where
Boaz is sleeping. She lies down near his feee |88 his blanket to cover herself. According
to verse 9, this is a symbolic gesture. She sagsn Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore thy
skirt over thine handmaid; for thou art a near kiag.” She is not simply asking Boaz to share
his blanket because she is cold, but to providarggand protection for her as the near
kinsman.

As we looked at this proposal, we answeredjtiestion: Was this appropriate behavior?
What we saw was that it was the widow’s right, g law of God, to initiate the kinsman
request if nothing was happening. We saw alsgtitkiness of both Ruth and Boaz. There is
no indiscretion here. Instead Boaz praises Ruthdo desire to raise up the name of the family
of Elimelech and he blesses her in the name ofvého

At this point of the story there is some smge. How will Boaz respond? Is he willing to
fulfill the role of the kinsman/redeemer? Ruth gase out and she has made herself
vulnerable. There is the danger here of rejectbnymor, and of a scandal. How will Boaz
respond?

Today we are going to look at the respond®oaiz to Ruth’s request. There are three things
that we want to see in these verses. First, tHmgness of Boaz; second, the godliness of Boaz;
and third, the patience of Ruth. As we do thissemaember to look through this story to
Jehovah, the God of providence, and to Jesustubdredeemer who is pictured here in Boaz.

You have here, first, the willingness of Bodhat willingness is expressed in verse 11 when
Boaz says to Ruth: “Now, my daughter, fear netjlll do to thee all that thou requirest.” Boaz
is saying, Whatever it takes, Ruth, | am willingdi it.

But there is an obstacle. In verse 12 we firat there is a nearer kinsman, a closer relative
who has the right of redemption before Boaz. Mayliis a detail that Ruth, being new to
Bethlehem, does not know about. But Boaz knowsiibcand he is telling Ruth: “Legally, |



cannot do this. I'm willing to take on this resgdnility, but it's not my right. There is a closer
relative who has this right.”

Is this a disappointment for Ruth, a setbaBk8bably it is. And that is why Boaz says in
verse 13: “If he [that is, the nearer kinsman] wdt do the part of a kinsman to thee, then will |
do the part of a kinsman to thee, as the LordhivetUnderstanding Ruth’s disappointment, he
makes a vow to see to it that someone will redeenahd marry her. How reassuring this is for
Ruth. He does not chase her away. He does notWayl, there’s a nearer kinsman, so this is
not my responsibility.” No, he tells her, “Lie dawill the morning. Be at rest about it, because
now it is in my hands, and | will take care of it.”

So she rests till the morning and gets uly¢aileave. As she is leaving, Boaz again
demonstrates his willingness by giving her six meas of barley to take home to her mother-in-
law, Naomi. We do not know exactly what six measus. Some speculate that a measure was
about twenty pounds. So six measures would bgtg6ds. But | doubt that Ruth would carry
home 120 pounds of grain. Regardless, the ponetisghis, that he gave her a good supply of
grain—not just what she needed for that day otviar days, but for many days. And he gave
that to her as a gift to confirm his word, as aetokf his promise. Boaz realizes that this is a
promise not just to Ruth but also to Naomi. Inseet7, as he gives Ruth the grain, he says, “Go
not empty unto thy mother-in-law.” He wants RutHdt Naomi know that he is willing to fulfill
the part of a kinsman.

This token reminds me of the gift that Josgabwe to his brothers to take back to Jacob their
father in Canaan. When they came back and thdyJdaaiob, “Joseph is yet alive,” Jacob had
trouble believing it until he saw the wagons arelgbpplies that Joseph had sent back to bring
him and his family to Egypt. Then he believesBbaz’s gift of grain is something like that for
Naomi. The parallel today is that a man, whengks @ woman to marry him, puts an
engagement ring on her finger. It is a token efgromise that he will keep his word.

And that was exactly how Naomi read it, tdo.verse 18 she says to Ruth, “The man will
not be in rest, until he have finished the thing ttay.” Boaz has made a promise. And he has
confirmed it with a gift. He is a man of his worHle is willing to pay the price of redemption.

What a moment of joy and euphoria for Ruttl Blmomi. Their hope and their desire is
confirmed. Their prayer is answered.

And as we look at this, we should see thalfgiin God’s revelation of His promise to His
people. Boaz, the redeemer, stands as a typeratGhe Redeemer. His willingness and
promise are paralleled in the gospel. You caragdst see that throughout the Old Testament.
Way back in Genesis 3:15 you have God’s promigbe@Messiah—the seed of the woman.
God confirmed that to Adam and Eve in the sheddirthe blood of animals to provide a
covering for their nakedness. All through the @&btament God repeated and confirmed this
promise of Christ over and over again. The prapBpbke the promise. And God confirmed it
with miracles, with ceremonies, with sacrifices—tak while telling His people, “I will keep My
Word and promise.”



And God works the same way today. Yes, we ke full revelation of the promise in Jesus
Christ. He has already paid the price of redemptide has demonstrated His willingness in
laying down His own life to redeem His people. B bride of Jesus Christ, the church of
God, still waits for her final redemption. And, amvhile, He gives evidences and tokens of His
love and commitment to her. The Holy Spirit isledl“the Earnest” of our salvation. The
sacraments are signs to remind us of His deatle. SHbbath Day is a day of promise and of
hope in which we have a foretaste of the perfditviship that we will have with God in
heaven. And all the while God continues to speakstthrough the Word. “I love you, | laid
down My life for you, I'm coming again to receivelyto Myself that where | am there ye may
be also.” In this way Boaz, the redeemer, in hilBngness reminds us of Jesus Christ, our
Redeemer, and His willingness.

The second thing from these verses that waldlsee is the godliness of Boaz. Coming
back to the story, the question is: “What led Btmake willing?” It certainly was not just out of
duty. In fact, Boaz could have walked away froms tkeal. He was not the closest relative. It
really was not first his responsibility. Why wasd willing?

The verses indicate that Boaz was motivated personal godliness, that is, he was a man
who lived constantly in the consciousness of Gédthen Ruth wakes him in the night he says,
“Blessed be thou of the Lord, my daughter.” Infinst waking thought, startled awake, God is
on his mind.

And because of this, Boaz puts a priorityleWord of God. He was willing to marry
Ruth. In fact, there are indications that he yeathnted this. But there was something more
important to Boaz: God’s Word. God’s Word gave tight of redemption to someone else
before him. So Boaz will defer to the other maimough he loved Ruth, he loved God’s Word
more. That is the foundation for a good marriagbat should be the foundation for all
Christian dating. God’s Word is more importantrthrehat we do in our relationships. If you are
looking for a good husband, here is one of the fasts in your dating: Does this young man
respect what God’s Word says about sex and itematy in marriage? He may say he loves
you. But does he love God’s Word more than hedoxmi?

The godliness of Boaz comes out also in yeduation of Ruth. Why was he willing to
marry Ruth? Verse 11: “l will do to thee all thilabu requirest: for [and here’s the reason] all
the city of my people doth know that thou art duous woman.” He evaluates Ruth and others
according to their relationship to God. He seeRuith a loyalty and a purity and a godliness. If
she was not godly, we can be sure he would haveatess But he admires her for her
godliness. And so he is willing to marry her.

Then also something of his character comésahe way in which he behaves himself
towards Ruth. This indicates the kind of husbdrad he will be to her as well. A godly woman
deserves respect. A woman is not a thing or a&sdawan object. Boaz calls Ruth “blessed,” and
“my daughter.” He shows that as a man he is réagbyovide for Ruth and her family, giving
her all this grain. This may seem old-fashioned,tbe man’s duty and calling from God is to
be the breadwinner and provider for his family.aBds willing to do that.



And then also he gives protection to Rutte télls her: “Lie down till the morning.” He
does not want her wandering home on her own imigfiet. But also, he protects her reputation.
In the morning, when she is leaving early, he sayss servants: “Let it not be known that a
woman came into the floor.” This is not becauseething inappropriate had taken place and he
is trying to cover up a sin. But he wants to aubigel very appearance of evil in order to protect
the reputation of Ruth. That shows the kindnesklave of Boaz. If someone is willing to
sacrifice your reputation and to bring scandal oaryname, that person does not love you. But
Boaz protects the name of Ruth.

And one more thing. Because he lives bettoed_ord, Boaz is a man of his word. He will
keep his promise because he lives before God.

God’s Word records all these things aboutZBfoa us as an example of what a godly man,
a person who calls himself a Christian, should Bee godly person will live always before
the Lord. His constant God-consciousness will wadé him to obey the Lord and to show
kindness and love to others. And young peoplengauen and young women listening today,
there is important instruction here for you in wou should be and in what you should look
for in a prospective husband or wife—one who lotresLord.

But again, in the godliness of Boaz, we sti@d@le Jesus. Boaz was this godly man because,
by the Spirit of God, he was created after the enaigChrist. All godly virtue in a Christian is a
reflection of Christ, who is the imagebearer of Godl the firstborn among His brethren. In
Christ we have not just a godly redeemer, but &epeRedeemer. He is the Lamb without spot
or blemish. That qualifies Him to take our plaseRedeemer and to pay the price of redemption
with His own blood.

That brings us to the third thing in theseses. That is the patience of Ruth. When Ruth
comes home to Naomi in verse 16, Naomi asks hathd*art thou, my daughter?” That is a
rather curious question. She asks Ruth not “halwydu fare last night and what did you do?” But
“Who are you?” She inquires after her identityutfl we know, was the same person who went
out the night before. So why does she ask: Wayeau? The answer is that, if Boaz has said,
“Yes, | will marry you,” then Ruth’s identity hasianged. Naomi is asking, “So, are you going to
be the wife of Boaz? What is your identity?”

That is important for us as believers as wé&he important question is not, How are things
going in your life? Or what have you done as a §tfam? But who are you? Are you one of
Christ's? Do you belong to Him? Things may nogbeng well in your life, but that does not
matter so long as you are His. Who are you? Area/Christian?

And Ruth’s answer has the same Christ-cedtiér@me. In verse 16 she told Naomi “all that
the man had done to her.” She did not talk to Naadout herself and what she had done, but
about the man, her redeemer, and what he had demthat, too, is important among
believers. We do not speak of what we have domepfowhat He has done. If we would talk
about what we have done, we would have nothingyo 8ut when we talk about Christ our
Redeemer and what He has done, there is so mayto



In the last verse of the chapter Naomi sayRtith, “Sit still, my daughter, until thou know
how the matter will fall.” There is great wisdomthose words. What she means is this. Ruth,
you've done all that it was your duty to do. Ndis but of your hands. It's in God’s hands.
Don’t be anxious about it but wait on Him.

There is a great lesson here for us on wpadimthe Lord. Ruth was an industrious woman, a
hard worker. Naomi was resourceful, full of plad$ese women were diligent in what God had
given them to do in their situation. But now itiime for them to sit still and wait on the Lord.

What is it to wait on the Lord? Do you git your hands and say, “Well, everything’s in
God’s hands, so | don’t need to do anything”? tdat is not waiting on the Lord. That is
denying your responsibility and despising the mehasGod has given. As we wait on the Lord
we are active in the duties that He has givent asifRuth was industrious and resourceful and
did all that she could and must. What Ruth hasatize now is that theesults are not in her
hands. God commands us to be faithful, not suesshe lot is cast into the lap, but the
whole disposing thereof is of the Lord. One plaateother waters, but God gives the increase.
Waiting on the Lord means that we are faithful dilident and we commit our work to the Lord
for His blessing. The results are in His hands.

That is such an important lesson for Godepbe Sometimes it is very difficult for us to sit
still and wait on the Lord. It is against our nmatand against what our culture tells us. Society
says, If you want something, you put your mindtigau put in the effort, and you’'ll get it; the
results are in your hands, you have the power.tiButeality is that things are not in our hands,
but the Lord’s. And we must sit still and wait loim. The wisdom of Naomi here encourages
us to do just that. Maybe you are waiting for anage partner like Ruth was. Maybe it is your
job situation—you have gotten the education andhee applied for the jobs but you have to
wait. Maybe it is your health—something is nothtignd you have gone to the doctor; he has
taken the samples, but it will be a few weeks keetbe results are clear. Maybe your concern is
your children—you have raised them in the feahefltord but you do not see the evidences of
God’s grace in their lives. There are so manysanmeavhich this applies. And we are busy,
busy, busy—but anxious, too, because we are notgstee results that we want. God’s Word
is: It's in My hands. You sit and wait.

This is the lesson that David had to learne#ated to be king of Israel, he was a fugitive
and an exile for years. So he writes: “Wait oa ltlord, be of good courage; and he will
strengthen thy heart. Wait, | say, on the Lords.(®7:14). Waiting on the Lord? This is the
strength of the believer. They that wait on thed_shall renew their strength; they shall mount
up with wings as eagles; they shall run and novéary; they shall walk and not faint. Who?
They that wait on the Lord.

This is what true faith looks like. Ruth rmusit on her redeemer Boaz, trusting his word
and promises. And that is what God’s church araplee the bride of Jesus Christ, must do in
this world. She waits. May God give us the graicé patience that we need in order to wait on
Him.

Let us pray.



Father, we thank Thee for the gospel of Clamsl the wonderful promises of our Redeemer.
Give us the grace of patience as we wait on Hire.s&id, “Blessed are those servants whom the
Lord when he cometh shall find watching.” Keepaasting always on Thee. In Jesus’ name we
pray, Amen.
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No. 3608 Rev. Rodney Kleyn

Dear Radio Friends,

In our study of the book of Ruth we come todayhapter 4. We are going to talk about
the first ten verses. If you have a Bible closellwould encourage you to follow along.

Up till now, the widows Ruth and Naomi haweme and settled in Bethlehem. They are
destitute, and so Ruth has been out gleaning &on @gfter the harvesters. In His providence,
God led her to the fields of Boaz, who, it turng, asia close relative. At Naomi’'s prodding,
Ruth has requested of Boaz that he fulfill the wdléhe kinsman/redeemer by marrying her.
Boaz has expressed his willingness to do this. blBaause God'’s law says that the closer
relative has first rights to do this, and becausazhas a high regard for God’s law, he cannot
do it without the consent of the closer relative.

In the verses we look at today, we come ¢orésolution or climax of the book. Will Boaz
marry Ruth? You can imagine the anticipation offRand Naomi as they wait to hear whether
this will actually happen. So we have a key passaghe book.

It is also a key passage because it preBeras, the redeemer, to us as a clear Old Testament
type or picture of Jesus, our Redeemer. It ansmearsy questions about the possibility of our
redemption from sin. When we read that Boaz saidill redeem her,” we should hear the
voice of Jesus Christ saying this to and aboutpdple: “l will redeem them.” When we think
of the sacrifice and the price that Boaz was wdllia pay, we should think of the price of the
blood of Jesus Christ that was paid to redeemam &in. Though we will say some things
about Boaz today, our focus will be Christ.

The first thing we need to understand hetkadaw of redemption. What is redemption?
And what was the law for redemption in the Old &estnt? Very simply, redemption is to set
someone free by paying a price. A good illustratéthis comes from American folklore.
Whether this story is true or not, we do not kndwut it is said that Abraham Lincoln once
witnessed a slave auction and began to bid onnageeslave girl, a dollar higher each time, until
all other bidders were silent. And he won the iaunct Then when the girl asked him, “Why did
you bid on me?” he answered, “So that | could setfyee.” He paid a price to give her liberty.
That is redemption.

In the Old Testament, the law of redemptiad two parts. The first part had to do with a
person’s land or inheritance. God had given tdndamily a portion in the promised land of
Canaan. But if a man or family became poor sottiey could not eat, or if they had a debt that



they could not pay, then they would give their |laver to their creditor. They did not have
banks or loans, so they paid the debt with theidlaHere in Ruth 4:3 we see that Naomi had a
piece of land that she wanted to sell. She obWauseded to buy her food and clothing. And
with no steady income, the best option for heruivise through the winter months when there
would be no gleaning was to sell her land.

Now, one thing to remember about this land-sas that it was not permanent, that is, you
would sell your land to someone else and it wasgtier a period of time. God'’s law said that
at the year of Jubilee, which fell every fifty ysathat land would return to its original owner.
The reason God had made the law that way wasggiriEvery family’s piece of land was a
picture of their inheritance in the heavenly Cana&hat is why, in | Kings 21, Naboth refused
to sell his land to Ahab, who wanted a summer gardéaboth’s reason was spiritual. He
realized that this was not his land to sell, bat thbelonged to the Lord, and that there were
stipulations in place about its sale. Even if lnula get a better piece of land and money far
above its value, he cannot sell the inheritandé®iLord. God wanted the land to be preserved
in the name and possession of the family that & fivat given to.

Boaz, realizing this, wants the land of Natonstay in the hands of her closest relative.
Naomi could have, | suppose, sold the land togngbne. She was interested in the money, not
the land. But she was not permitted to do this/ol look at Leviticus 25:25ff., you see that she
had to sell it to a closest relative. And the ekigelative was actually under obligation to buy i
if he could. The reason was, not just the presienvaf the land, but of a name, a family name,
in Israel. That is where the second part of tiiedaredemption comes in.

If your family name was cut off or ended,tthas a sign of your having no spiritual part in
the coming Redeemer Jesus Christ. Then His bsswere not for you. And we can think of
people like Esau or Onan (the son of Judah) whpisked the idea of preserving a name, who
did not care about having a part in the coming s blessed kingdom. The desire to
preserve one’s name and inheritance in the Oldaiestt was an expression of one’s faith in the
promise of God concerning the coming Messiah. Esao was an unbeliever, did not care
about that. He despised his inheritance.

But now, how did this law of redemption is ttvo parts work?

Well, if you lost property, it was quite sitep In the fiftieth year the land simply went
back to the original family. But what happenegoi lost your name? That is, what
happened if all the men of the family died and éhwere no children and no one to carry on
the family name? That is the situation now fortiRahd Naomi. They have land. But after
they die, there is really no one left to own it.

That is the second provision of the law afen@ption. In this situation, not only did the
closest relative have to purchase the land to keeghe family name, but he had to marry the
widow. And the first son of that marriage would be considered his son, but would take on
the name of the deceased husband of his mothext igthe law of redemption.



And that is what we see working out herehmlbook of Ruth, especially here in chapter 4.
There is a man who is a closer relative than Bodhéd family of Elimelech. We can properly
call this man the man with no name. In verse Yeeel that Boaz, when he sees this man calls
out to him, “Ho, such a one! turn aside, sit dovenda’ It is very likely that this is not actually
what Boaz said to him. Boaz would have known tla@'siname and probably addressed him by
his name. But what we have here is a deliberali@dpiof the man’s name and identity by the
Holy Spirit who is the author of Scripture, so thdtat is said about him is similar to when we
would call someone: “Mr. So-and-so,” or “What’s lmame.” The man with no name.

This man is very happy to buy the land. énse 4, after Boaz tells him that Naomi has some
land for sale and asks whether he, as the clases] relative, would like to buy it, he responds,
“I will redeem it.” The English does not captutehiut in the original this is emphatic. He is
saying something like this: “I, even I, will redaet.” Or, “I, and not you, will redeem it.” He
is saying to Boaz, “Keep your hands off it.” Nowhy is he so happy and ready to buy the
land? Well, because there would be a financiadathge for him in this. There was a limited
amount of land that they could own. But this woalldw him to extend his real estate. He
would get the use of this land until the fiftietbay. And maybe in his mind he even realizes that
Elimelech has no son. And so, he might not evere baturn his land back because there would
be no one to return it to. This was a good dealshhinking. And so he is very willing to buy
the land.

But Boaz tells him in verse 5, “When you libg land, you must also marry Ruth, the wife
of Mahlon, who is dead.” And Boaz, before the edd# the city here, is simply stating what the
law of God requires. How then does this man redpom verse 6 he says, “I cannot redeem it
for myself, lest | mar mine own inheritance.” Heans that this will in some way jeopardize or
put at risk his own finances and inheritance. Htowould do that is not exactly clear to us. But
the point is that the man is more concerned abaumey and land than the preservation of a
name and inheritance in Israel. That is why wélgat, “The man with no name.” His name is
not remembered because he did not care about pirgséne name and inheritance of Elimelech,
his relative, in Israel. Because of this he isvs&d and he loses his own name and place in the
kingdom of Christ.

Verses 7 and 8 tell us what happened. Fordiusal he was publicly shamed. He had to
take off one of his shoes and give it to Boaz. Amditeronomy 25 tells us that someone would
spit in his face. And then he would hobble offasted before God’s people. He is called the
man with no shoe and no name because he refuseddem his brother’s family. Like Esau
and like Onan, he despised the inheritance of Goelple.

In contrast to this man we have Boaz. Thée/I3pirit puts this man in the Bible to show us
what Boaz was willing to do and what Christ dicbnaer to redeem His people.

But before we move on to Boaz, there are sgpir@ual lessons for us here from this man
with no name.

First, God tells us by this law of redempttbat our place in heaven ought to be far more
important to us than what we have on this eartle sihbuld not put our roots down too deeply



here on the earth. This is not our home. But erare pilgrims and strangers traveling toward
our heavenly home.

Second, God tells us that we ought to puersthefore ourselves. That is the principle
behind the law of redemption that this man was Umgito follow. We need to have the mind
of Jesus Christ, in which He esteemed others bisider Himself and in which He put their needs
before His own.

Then, third, God teaches us the importanqge@dgerving our spiritual heritage. The heritage
that God gives today comes through the church asavirk in the church. We can sell that
short by ignoring the work of God in the church am¢he history of the church in this world.
When we do that, we are selling a spiritual heata@od has redeemed a bride, a church. We
need to be a part of that church that is faitrduHtm. We need to be students of the history of
the church. We need to love the heritage of tiiadéth God has given to His people in a faithful
church.

Well, let us look now at Boaz and from BoazChrist the Redeemer.

We see in this passage again the godlinefésoman Boaz. He is a man of integrity. When
it comes to the question of Ruth’s redemption, latw to follow the Word and law of God. No
matter his admiration for Ruth and his desire torgnaer, the nearer kinsman must first
relinquish his right before Boaz will do it. Ane Ipresents the whole case to the man in the
most favorable and straightforward way. He dodswmemnipulate the circumstances to get what
he wants. Also, he is a man of his word, a mafaittifulness and commitment. He keeps his
promise to Ruth. He is willing to do this, not fus own sake, but for the sake of Ruth’s
deceased husband Mahlon. In verse 10 he givdgeugason that he has married Ruth: “to raise
up the name of the dead upon his inheritance.” tWheother fellow will not do, Boaz will do.
He is a man of action. He knows that God is atkworthis history. But that does not mean that
he sits back and does nothing. No, he assemldesdbrs in the gate of the city. The gate was
not just an entrance, but the place for legal tiatigns. He uses the means that God has
appointed. And he follows carefully the Word ofdsd/Vhat an example Boaz is for us.

But as we look at Boaz, we must not see giraphan, but we must look through this
redeemer to the other Redeemer, Jesus Christntltev@lraw out some parallels here that point
us to the gospel of redemption through Jesus Christ

We need redemption. By nature we, and | nee@ny last human being—that includes you
and me—»by nature we are all in bondage. Our bandag spiritual bondage of sin. We are
born into the bondage, born slaves to sin. Byneatte are under the power of Satan. We are
followers of the course of this wicked world thatopposed to God. We are in bondage to
ourselves and our sinful flesh. Ephesians 2 dessiit as being dead in trespasses and sins and
walking according to the course of this world andading to the prince of the power of the air.
Because of this bondage we are fit for the judgnoé@od, we are fit for the wages of sin,
which are eternal death in hell. This is the ptia must be paid for our redemption.



| ask you, dear radio listener, do you uni@ed that? Do you see your own bondage? Do
you see the price that must be paid to free yom fitte consequences of sin? Do you see that
you are empty and destitute and that there is nofarayou to pay and set yourself free? We
live in an age when freedom is often talked ab&®dople want political and religious freedom.
People want freedom from addictions of drugs andhall and sexual sin. People want freedom
to express themselves, the right to think and yoasa to do publicly as they please. They want
to be free to live as they desire. They want tadeepted, whatever their lifestyle. And it is
supposed to be the most liberating thing for themmame out of the closet and to tell others
about their sinful ways.

But is that liberty? No, the world is in lm@age to sin. And the more its sinful way of lige i
accepted, the more it becomes clear that mankendage to sin and he cannot free himself.

What is freedom? Freedom is not the rigltdavhatever you want to do. No, freedom is
the ability, from God, to do the things that byuratyou cannot do. Freedom is the strength of
God’s grace to do what you ought to do in honoyaafr Creator, God, and to enjoy living in
obedience to the Word of God. That is freedom.

And that freedom can come only through J€dusst. In His work of redemption, Christ has
paid the price to set free His people. He is frieemh the wrath of God and the punishment that
sin deserves. He is freed from the power of sithabit should no more reign in us. And what a
price He paid for that freedom—a price not of silaad gold, but the price of His own precious
blood. That is our redemption in Christ.

Do you understand it? Do you see what wapéiaing on the cross when Christ laid down
His life? Do you understand the price that He toaday for sin? Do you see that the suffering
of Jesus Christ, not only at the hands of men Isota the hands of God, was the price for our
sins? This is the “near relative,” the “kinsmaimé “Redeemer” coming to set us free. He lays
down His life a ransom for many. He did not paig trice for every one, but only for His
people. The Bible tells us that those whom Hededdree are free indeed (John 8:36). The
cross did not just make possible our redemptiohijttaealed it so that we are free indeed.

That freedom is experienced by God’s peapkheir knowing His love, in their freedom
from the powers and desires of sin, in their freedam sin’s guilt, in their love for God, in
their faith in Jesus Christ.

Oh, that we might understand the price tHai<t paid for our freedom and never take it for
granted! Sometimes we celebrate freedom by remengoiie lives that bought our liberty. Let
us remember the great price that Christ paid fodibarty.

And so we look at Boaz here and we see Jdsuant to close by pointing to Jesus in, not
just what Boaz did, but also in who Boaz was.

Boaz was a near relative. To redeem Rutlhgldeto be a near relative. Jesus, too, had to be
a “blood relative” of His people in order to saheimn. And He was. He was bone of our bone
and flesh of our flesh—born of a woman. He becparéaker of our flesh and blood. And He



did that so that He could die for His people. Wiy God become man? So that as a man, as
one of us, He could die for sin.

Then also, Boaz was a man of resourcesoutdrdo you no good to have a close relative if he
could not afford to redeem you. Boaz could redbenause he had the wealth, he had the
wherewithal to do it. Jesus Christ is the only @he has the wherewithal, the strength, the
resources to make the payment for our sins. Naiahas earthly wealth or power can set us free.
No, the Redeemer must be God, because then drg/strong enough to carry the burden of our
sin, the weight of the infinite wrath of God agaius.

The saints of the Old Testament understoizd thisten to Psalm 49:7. Speaking of a
wealthy people, it says, “None of them can by amans redeem his brother, nor give to God a
ransom for him.” They said this because they Wawking for a Redeemer who was more than
just a man. Jesus Christ is that Redeemer.

Then, looking at Boaz again, you see a vglliedeemer. The kinsman here had a choice.
The man with no name chose not to redeem. But Bbaws his grace. And we must remember
that Christ, as our Redeemer, was under no olbbigat man. He was under no obligation to
us. If you count yourself as one of the redeernaderstand that Christ did not have to redeem
you. God would have done no injustice to leaveyewee of us to perish in our sin. The
redemption that we have in Christ is a work offtiee and sovereign grace of God to His elect
people. Ifit at all depended on our worthinekaf tvould not be a work of grace. We would not
be redeemed. Redemption is of grace.

Do you reflect on that? Christ the Redeedi@mot pay the price reluctantly or because He
was under obligation to us, but freely and willngle gave Himself in love for His people.

Then, finally, looking at Boaz, we see thahriess of our redemption in Jesus Christ. Boaz
takes his redeemed, Ruth, into the closest fellgpgvsHe makes her his own bride. She is not a
servant or a beggar, but she is his wife, who livgk him, who shares his life and riches. And
that is the blessing of the redeemed church. VWerhe the bride of Jesus Christ and we share in
all His riches and blessing. Not only are we s&t from sin, but we are joined to Jesus Christ
and brought into the possession of the blessinggeaven. When we think of what it means to
be saved, this is what we should remember. Salvaito know God and to know Christ in the
closest communion and fellowship, the intimacy spause, and to enjoy all the riches of God—
to live and dwell with Him.

That is what heaven will be—the perfectioriref covenant.

Let us pray.

Lord, bless Thy Word to us so that we magiogj in our salvation and never take for granted
the price that Christ paid for our redemption.J&sus’ name we pray, Amen



