THE REFORMED WITNESSHOUR

February 3, 2013 Joseph’s Dysfundid=amily
No. 3657 Rev. Rodney Kleyn

Dear fellow saints in the church of Jesus Christ,

Today we begin a series of messages on the lil@sdph. If you have your Bible with you, we
will be looking today at Genesis chapter 37 vefsdwough 11.

The story of Joseph is perhaps one of thet mei known and loved in Scripture. |
remember as a child being fascinated by the chemsaand the plot, the crisis and the resolution,
in this story. It's an amazing story.

There are three main lessons for us to l#am the life of Joseph.

The first thing we learn is that God is s@tgn over all things, including evil, in such a way
that He directs all things to serve His purposeastarserve the good of His chosen people. The
story of Joseph is, perhaps, the greatest illustrah the Bible of the truth of Romans 8:28,
which says that “all things work together for gamdthem that love God.” At the end of this
story, in Genesis 50:20, Joseph says to his bmthge thought evil against me, but God meant
it for good, to bring to pass as it is this daysave much people alive.” God is at work here to
preserve His people, to produce the nation of Isear to fulfill His promise to send the Savior,
Jesus Christ.

The second thing we learn from this storthet God in His covenant faithfulness works in
families. Earlier God’s promise to Abraham wad tHes covenant would be with Abraham and
his seed after them, in their generations. Thalyaoh Joseph is, to say the least, dysfunctional.
In these verses, there is a seething hatred betfaeaity members that erupts in a murderous
spirit. And yet, God is pleased to work, in a neous way, by His grace, to bring salvation to
this family. There is so much for us to learn frans family, for our families. We are going to
see that especially today, in this first message.

The third obvious lesson for us in Joseplfésis the lesson of faith and godliness. We learn
this from Joseph himself. | do not say that Joseab perfect or sinless, but there is something
extraordinary about him. We are used to seeingBib&e characters, warts and all. Think of
Abraham, Moses, Gideon, Eli, David, Solomon, Pet&xd many more. The Bible does not
hesitate to tell us about their sins. But, whencenme to Joseph we have to search the Scriptures
very closely to find anything blameworthy. Thategen true of these introductory verses in
which Joseph reports the evil of his brothers, simares his dreams with them. Some are very
critical of him for this, but the Bible says notbito indicate that his motives were anything but
pure. The sin described here is in Jacob and seplos brothers. And going beyond this
passage, we see in Joseph a patience, a trusiigende, and a love that is unsurpassed in
Scripture. There are lessons for all of us tondesm this, especially for the young, for Joseph
was a young man.

The verses that we look at today introduceoudoseph and his family who are the main
players in this history. This family is in crisidt is dysfunctional. There is a seething hatred
between the family members.



Joseph is introduced to us as a 17-year-oydwho is sent out to watch his father’s flocks
with four of his brothers.

Earlier in Genesis we learn that Josephésitf of twelve sons born to Jacob. These sons
are not all from one wife, but from four wives, lbe&achel, Bilhah, and Zilpah. Of these four
wives, Jacob’s favorite is Rachel, and for manyyedile the other wives bear children, Rachel
is barren. Then, finally, Rachel gives birth te&oh, and he becomes his father’s pride and joy,
his favorite.

The brothers that Joseph works with are tnes ©f Jacob’s concubines, Bilhah and Zilpah,
the wives at the bottom of the list. We can bedbat these men see and resent the special place
that Joseph has in his father's affection. Besitles, favoritism is never good for any
child. Children are sinners, so when they areothjects of special treatment, the result is a sense
of superiority, of self-importance, and of selfirigousness. Even if these were not the attitudes
of Joseph’s heart, we can be sure that his brofieneived it this way, especially when Joseph
reported their evil deeds to father Jacob. “Herdhie little favorite, and now he’'s become
Daddy’s little tattletale.”

Perhaps Joseph can be excused here, foighisriduty of faithfulness to his father, to his
brothers, and even to God. His report was trube rothers were evil. The words, “evil
report” in verse 2 indicate that this was a regseph heard from others about them. They
were renowned for their wickedness. Away from éatlJacob, out in the fields and the
surrounding villages, they became known as evil ;nparhaps thieves and fornicators and
partyers and drunkards. Maybe out of concernifent and for the reputation of God’s people in
Canaan, Joseph reports this to his father.

But Jacob cannot be excused. Though thehdm®twere also wicked in their hatred of
Joseph, Jacob was largely to blame for this. V8rsells us, “Now Israel loved Joseph more
than all his children.” It is significant that timame used here is Israel, not Jacob. This is his
new name from God. Here we have the transformeoh)ahe new man, not wrestling with God
but dependent on God. And yet we find he is atdinner, an indulgent parent.

This favoritism soon shows itself, as it ayjg@oes when parents do this. Joseph is the son of
his old age. These two become constant companidhgy're always together, conversing,
holding hands, laughing, sharing secrets. An@dones very obvious to the other children. On
top of this, Jacob makes for Joseph a coat of nsalors. What exactly this coat was, we don’t
know, but the word used here seems to indicatettimgs about this coat. 1. It was not a single
piece of cloth, but many pieces of cloth put togetland so it was an expensive coat. 2. It was a
long cloak, not the kind that workers or shephexmdsild use, but the kind that royalty would
wear. While his brothers had to “roll up theirestes and work” Joseph was promoted by his
father to management. And again, we do not knoythamg about Joseph’s motives here, but it
seems that Joseph was quite willing to wear thigt,ceven though he knew that it was
provocative.

How foolish of Jacob his father. Shouldn& have known better? Does not any parent
know that this kind of thing breeds sibling rivétryShould not Jacob have learned a lesson from
his own childhood, when Esau was his father's fa@pand he was his mother’s favorite. Could
not he see the dreadful results this brought irotis family?

But you know, is not this exactly what we @ayry sins over from one generation to the
next, and we are blind to it? | doubt that Jaceénerealized what he was doing here. Probably



he justified it. Yes, my father favored Esau, thdt was different. He loved Esau for carnal
reasons, because Esau liked the outdoors. | lmseph because he’s a godly young man.

What we learn is that all of us need Godacgrto open our eyes to our own failures, and we
need God’s grace to untwist the wreckage that shgb. Who of us has a perfect family? Who
of us are perfect parents? May God open our @ysed how deeply sin affects our lives and our
homes, so that hostility does not come into our é@mOh may He work by His grace in our
homes and families, and may He do it without thie gazat Jacob had to experience.

Joseph’s brothers, and now not just the f@uthem, but the ten of them, observe this
favoritism. Verse four tells us that “when theyvsthat their father loved Joseph more than all
his brethren, they hated him, and could not spesdcgably to him.” And in the following
verses this hatred builds. Four times the woré fsmentioned, and each time it intensifies.

It starts in verse 4. They despise him, $mniecause of the favoritism and the coat—so
much so, that they cannot speak a kind word to hiflney cannot greet him in the
morning. Literally, when they saw him, they couidt bring themselves to say Shalom—
peace. This sometimes happens in families. It ltaopen between a husband and a wife,
between children, between grown siblings, betwesmends and children. Maybe this is true in
your family. Sometimes it happens in the familyGxd, between believers. And very often the
cause is hatred in our own hearts—we despise titbdt sister, husband, or wife. And here is a
test of your heart: when you see that personyoarsay, “Shalom,” Peace? If not, then perhaps
your heart is not right.

So, first, they hate him because he’s favorBdt this hatred intensifies. In verse 5, “And
Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it to hisdmthnd they hated him yet the more.” This is
how it happened. He comes to the breakfast tdidg, already cannot stand to see him, and he
says, “Listen to my dream. We were working togethehe fields, binding sheaves (a sheaf is a
bundle of straw), and my sheaf rose and stood bprand yours gathered around and bowed
down to it. That was my dream.” He doesn’t off@y interpretation, but he does not have to,
because the brothers already know what it mearney Bsk, “What's this, little shaver, you
really think you’re going to reign over us? Yolrdu're going to have authority and rule over
us?”

And their hatred intensifies. At the endwafrse 8, they hated him yet the more for his
dreams and for his words. Now, it is not just hseahe is favored, but listen to him, he thinks
he is something. Or so they reason. You can dlhves them. Later in the chapter (v. 19), they
give him a new nickname, “the dreamer.” Here cothesdreamer.

Then, maybe it is the next morning, he hasttser dream (v. 9). And here he comes again,
“Listen, | have had another dream. Behold, or antazhe sun and the moon and the eleven
stars bowed down to me.” And after he has toldohighers, he goes to find his father and tells
him too. Jacob is angry, and he rebukes his 8taybe, it is the first time Joseph is rebuked by
his father. This is more than Jacob can handledetstand, this was patriarchal society, and
respect for the father figure was built in. Pdrivby Joseph’s brothers hate him so much is that
they dare not disrespect their father. Fathersxdidbow down to their sons. So, Jacob rebukes
his son, “shall | and thy mother and thy brethnetieled come to bow down ourselves to thee to
the earth? Joseph, don't talk like that!”



And again the hatred of the brothers intéesifv. 11). His brethren envied him. Envy is a
form of hatred that resents and begrudges anotBexy wants the other person out of the
way. Get out of my life! | hate you because yandawhat | want!

Was this hatred justified? Perhaps we wamixtuse it, and say, What do you expect? After
all, look what has happened? It is what Jacob Jos#ph are doing that caused all this. Too
often, that is how we will excuse our own sinfuhbeior in our relationships. “Yes, 'm mad at
my wife, but look what she did.” But what anothes done against us, even if it is sinful, is
never an excuse for our sin. Here, | want to @mttthese brothers to Joseph. Later, when their
hatred explodes and they sell him, we never reatl hle despised them or rebelled against
God. Jesus says, “If your brother smite you on oneek, turn to him the other also.” As
believers, we must be willing to suffer wrong, @ling Christ, who when He was reviled, He
reviled not again, but gave His back to the smitdrsat is the grace we need to be able to live in
our families with one another, sinners with sinners

No, this hatred was not justified, not in 8ightest. And what makes that very obvious is
that God’s hand is moving, very obviously, in thesents. When we look at the life of Joseph,
we see nothing miraculous. He does not receivadi®m heaven to keep him going, he is not
led by a cloud. In many ways it is very ordinadoseph perseveres through the unknown.

But here, in these verses, at the very beginrGod speaks. God sends these dreams to
Joseph. And when God sends a dream, He doeghasthe dream can be announced. Joseph,
here, is a prophet, one who receives special reoelrom God. These dreams are a testimony
against Joseph’s brothers. In verse 8 they hatefdn his dreams. That is different than hating
him for his coat. The coat came from Jacob, bigt this was from God, it was prophetic. And
these brothers are not ready to embrace God’s pesptor them and their family. So their
hatred is a rebellion against divine revelatiomey despise God, in the end.

Do you know, that whenever we despise angpleeson, we too are really hating God’s
purposes for us? God will put people in your lifao are difficult for you to love. God puts
them there! And He says, Love them. Pray for thbat despitefully use you and persecute
you. It does not matter who that is. God brougletn into your life, God caused the paths of
your lives to intersect. What are you going to ahgut God’s purposes? Are you going to hate
him for them?

God sent these dreams. These brothers destatnevil against Joseph. Later they will
remember both the dreams and the evil that theyratied against Joseph. What they do here is
sin, and it cannot be excused. Neither can ours.

But Jacob sees the hand of God here (v. Affer he rebukes Joseph, we read that he
observed what Joseph had said. He thought aboufould there possibly be something in
this? Has God sent these dreams? Jacob willtkese dreams in his memory, to see what God
meant by them.

And so will Joseph. These dreams, the voig@od to him, will be his strength through two
decades of silence from heaven. Joseph in faillhcling to them, because he trusts God, and
because he knows that God in His sovereign procildras a purpose in all that will befall
him. May we, who have received so much greaterciarer revelation, also have that kind of
faith in God.



Let us pray. Father, we look forward to diggiinto the scriptural account of the life of
Joseph. We are thankful for the Scriptures andulieess of the revelation of Jesus Christ in
them. Give us hearts to believe, we pray, for gesake. Amen.



THE REFORMED WITNESS HOUR

February 10, 2013 Joseph Is Sald Slavery
No. 3658 Rev. Rodney Kleyn

Dear Radio Friends,

Last week we began a study on the life of Josemin {Genesis 37. In the first eleven verses we
were introduced to a family in crisis: a favoresh sa doting father, and hate-filled brothers. But
God, we saw, was not absent from this story. Hh 3eseph’s dreams, and, as we will see, He
did that with a purpose.

As we go through this narrative, we shoulchember that there are really three different
perspectives. There is first our perspective aders. We either do not know the story and so
are waiting to hear what will happen next or, if ae familiar with it, we know what will
happen next. Then there is also the perspectivkeoinspired writer, Moses. He knows where
this story is going and is able to see God’s pwgpogt. He can see it in retrospect. Both these
views are removed from the story. But then these also the perspective of the
participants: Jacob, his sons, and Joseph. Theyod see what we see. They really have no
idea how God is using these events to accomplistpHipose for them. We should think about
this third perspective because it is so real tolwes. This is not only a family in crisis, but a
family that will go through some tragic and painéxperiences. And yet, God has a purpose in
it, for them, and even for us. It is through theuffering, that they are brought to maturity as
God’s people. Jacob still has a lot to learn.epb%s brothers have much to learn too. Even
Joseph needs to be prepared for the position tlat @ill give him later in the land of
Egypt. The painful events of their lives here ian@sis 37 are a part of God’s preparing them
for what is to come.

It may be that you have some very painfutwamstances in your life at present, and maybe
you think that God is not aware of what is happgrtm you, or that He has relinquished His
control of your life to some dark forces of evitou can imagine that Joseph could have thought
this way as he was sold into Egypt. But we leaomfJoseph’s life that God never leaves one of
His children. They may be tossed about in the waral storms of life, but God is always there,
and He always has a purpose that He is workingutiirathese things, for the good of His
people. That purpose is to make us more like €hiis Romans 8:29, immediately after the
beautiful statement that “all things work togetf@r good to them that love God,” we read that
God's eternal purpose for His people is that theg €¢onformed to the image of his son.” And
you see, that is what is happening here in they sibdoseph. All of the members of Jacob’s
family are being worked on by God, so that theyooee more Christlike. Whatever you are
going through in your life, that is wh&odis doing with you—He is shaping and molding you
to be more like His Son. Let us not resist or frelgainst His love but, like Joseph, quietly and
submissively follow where He leads.

Well, we pick up the story of Joseph todaydenesis 37:12. The hatred of Joseph’s
brothers, after his dreams, is very hot. Now we #geworking out in a horrendous crime
committed against Joseph their brother, againsthJdeir father, and, ultimately, against God.

We read, “and his brethren went to feed tfaher’s flock in Shechem.” Shechem is about
50 miles from Hebron, where Jacob had settled wishfamily. Because pastures for flocks



were scarce in this region, Jacob sent his sot®afimlg the flocks as they moved through the
mountains finding their food.

Verse 13. “And Israel (or Jacob) said unseph, Do not thy brethren feed the flock in
Shechem? Come, and | will send thee unto thend bn[that is, Joseph], said to him, Here am
I. And he said to him, Go, | pray thee, and seethr it be well with thy brethren, and well
with the flocks, and bring me word again.”

Obviously, the brothers have been gone withftocks for some time, and they are some
distance away. There are unknown dangers and g@ophese regions, and Jacob’s sons have
already had an altercation with the people of SéeckGen. 34). So Jacob wants a report on
how they are faring.

| read this, and | say, Jacob, Jacob! Do nyouremember what happened last time Joseph
brought a report of his brothers? It was a badontepand they hated him for being a
tattletale. And now you are sending him againveHgou not learned anything?

Or is Jacob simply blind to what is goingiarhis family, refusing to see fault in his own
sons? Maybe he is so disconnected, so busy wstbvan life, that he’s not aware of what goes
on between his children?

Either of those are common enough in thedifa family, and the results are never good.

A mother who is always defending her childramd never sees their faults, will end up with
spoiled and proud children.

A disconnected father, who does not takeossly his own responsibilities for the spiritual
welfare of his children, or who has no interestha day-to-day life of his children, will end up
with a brood of children who do not care about liml are bitter against him.

Joseph sets out on foot. It is quite a jeyrfor a 17-year-old boy, traveling alone. Theyfif
miles to Shechem, and the further 15 miles to Dathsould take almost a week to walk. There
are threats and dangers along the way, thievedbandits, hunger and thirst, treacherous trails,
and so on. It reminds us of Jacob, traveling atorte house of Laban, when God appeared to
him at Bethel, and said, | will go with thee. Thame God is with Joseph and brings him safely
to his destination in Shechem.

In verses 15 and 16 we read, “And a certaam found him, and, behold, he was wandering
in the field: and the man asked him, saying, Weegtkest thou? And he said, | seek my
brethren: tell me, | pray thee, where they feertfhiocks.”

Here, Joseph has come to Shechem, but,mdihd his brothers, he does not know what to
do or where to go from here. Again, God in Hisvidence brings a man to him who knows
where his brothers are. “And the man said, Theydaparted hence; for | heard them say, Let us
go to Dothan.”

Do we see the hand of God in our lives inlkoetails like this? Maybe you meet someone
through an acquaintance, and it leads to a frurtdlationship. Or maybe it is as simple as
someone giving you the information you need asstand in line at the bank. God is busy in all
these things, leading us through life. Josephtoenter with this fellow in Shechem leads him
to his brothers in Dothan.

Verse 18: “And when they saw him afar offee before he came near unto them, they
conspired against him to slay him.” They have baesent from him, and yet the hatred is still



there. Talking together, they come up with a glan20). They will kill him, throw his body
into a pit, and say to their father, some wild béw@s devoured him.

What was it that provoked them, so quickly,this murderous plan? They want him
dead! Why? How can it get so bad in a family thatmembers are ready to kill one another?

There are two things indicated in the passdgest, it is his coat, which is a symbol of
Jacob’s favoritism. How do they recognize him? Iy coat. Here Joseph comes in his
supervisory outfit. They hate him for it. Andcsead, it's his dreams. In verse 19, they say to
one another, “Behold, this dreamer cometh,” andgev@0, We will kill him, and then “we shall
see what will come of his dreams.”

They are opposed to Joseph having a positfionle over them—not only that their father
would put Joseph over them, but that God wouldhi tThey hate Joseph for the dreams. Itis
the dreams. How can they stop those dreams fraapeming? How can they stop the purposes
of God? We will kill him, and then these dream# mever come true.

But when Reuben, the oldest brother, hearseithas a plan to save his brother Joseph (v.
21).

There are two reasons that Reuben would ido thne is that he was the oldest brother, and
so held primary responsibility. If Joseph’s deatbuld be connected to something the brothers
did, then Reuben would be held the most guilty.t 8lso, Reuben at this time was already in
serious trouble with his father. Dysfunctional asword we have used to describe this
family. Reuben, around this time, has had physwakions with one of his father Jacob’s wives
(read about it in Genesis 49:4). There was ingeshis family. And so, Reuben is not in a
position where he wants also to be guilty of murder

Reuben’s plan is simple (v. 22). He tells brothers that it would be better for them that
they not kill Joseph, but instead leave him todfiéhirst and starvation in the pit. At least then
he says, we will not be guilty of his blood. Hellvdie of natural causes, not as a result of
murder. This is a trick, because his real plaio isome back to the pit when his brothers are not
around, and set Joseph free and send him homey.sdfeall backfires on him, because his
brothers get to the pit when he is not around.

And so (v. 23), Joseph comes and they cortireit horrid crime. They grab him, strip him
of his coat, and throw him into a nearby pit, inieththere was not water. What a horrible and
frightful scene this must have been. Joseph,ifighdand kicking to get away, swinging his arms,
screaming, and then finally crying and pleadingt thhey do not listen. In Genesis 42:21 we
learn that Joseph’s behavior here etched itseti their minds, and came back to trouble
them. They said “We are verily guilty concerningr drother, in that we saw the anguish of his
soul, when he besought us, and we would not hear.”

Back in Genesis 37:25 we get a very vividyme of that. While Joseph screams and cries
for mercy, “they sat down to eat bread.” How haetktheir hearts were! God has made us so
that whenever we are overcome by guilt or griehits us in the stomach. But these men were
unfazed. | suppose it would have been the satheyfhad actually murdered him. We see here
the depths of the selfish depravity of the humaarthelt defies description. And all, to kill the
dream.

Here is the irony in the story—God'’s ironyheir very efforts to kill the dream ensure that it
will take place. While they are eating, they sesompany of Ishmaelites, riding their camels,



going down to Egypt to sell spices and ointmemtad Judah says (v. 26), “What profit is it if
we slay our brother, and conceal his blood? Camd,let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let
not our hand be upon him: for, he is our brothsst aur flesh.” Let us avoid the blood, and
make some money at the same time. And the bro#inersappy with this plan.

So Joseph is lifted from the pit, and for@€ces of silver he is sold to the Ishmaelitess It
the climax of their hatred. They are rid of theiother. This is what hatred will do. They were
ready to murder him to get rid of him, but this @oplishes the same thing. He is out of their
life.

| wonder, who is it that you hate? You dagp not hate anyone. Well then, who is it that
you would rather not have in your life, or who isthat you have already cut off from your
life? And what have you done to get rid of thatspa@? You see, the same hatred that’s in the
hearts of these brothers, we find in our heartd, that hatred is murder. Jesus says that being
angry with your brother without a cause, and cgllyour brother a fool, are equivalent to
murder, and place a person in danger of hell fide had better not read the story of Joseph’s
brothers from a position of superiority and seffateousness, but with a sorrow and repentance
over our own hate-filled, selfish, and depravedtseaMay God bring us to see ourselves, and to
repent humbly.

The crime is committed, and now it must beasaled.

While the brothers ate their lunch and salslepph, Reuben was watching the flocks. When
his brothers come back to the fields, he hurriesht pit to deliver Joseph. But Joseph is
gone. Reuben is distraught. What will he do nowfat will he tell his father?

The brothers get Reuben to agree with therthemplan of concealment and deception. They
take Joseph’s coat of many colors, dip it in theodl of a goat, and bring it to their father with
the question, “This have we found: know now whethbe thy son’s coat or no.” The power of
suggestion is stronger than an explanation. Fatleryou recognize this coat that we found,
covered in blood?

And Jacob, seeing it, says, “It is my soroat¢ an evil beast hath devoured him; Joseph is
without doubt rent in pieces.” The conspiracy lmess. Jacob tears his clothes, puts on
sackcloth, and mourns many days for his beloved ogeph. He says, “I will go down into the
grave unto my son mourning.” He is tortured witiefy We can be sure that a part of his grief
is guilt for sending his son on this dangerousneyr but Jacob’s grief is unreasonable. He does
not grieve in faith and hope with a view to theqgag day when he will be reunited with his
apparently dead son, but rather he feels the pairttee loss for himself. Even in this grief, we
see his favoritism. Had this been one of his othédren, it would not have been so severe. He
grieves as one who has no hope, and he does bttt providential hand of his God as he
should. Later, in Genesis 42:36, when it seembdselost Simeon, and will lose Benjamin, he
says, “all these things are against me.” But i$ wat so, and the child of God should never see
it this way, or say such a thing. If God be foy who can be against us (Rom. 8:31)? Yes, even
in death. | Thessalonians 4:13 says that we deowbw as those who have no hope, and that is
because God is not the God of the dead, but ofithey. Abraham believed that even if he
would sacrifice his son Isaac in obedience to Gaalj Himself would raise him from the dead
in order to keep His promises. And in death, weusthhave a similar faith in God. We believe
that Jesus, who was put to death, is risen agathisaalive today, and that He will come again to



raise us to live with Him. We sorrow, but we danithope. Jacob, in his grief, did not have a
faith like that.

But worse yet than Jacob’s grief is the hymycof his sons. They fake it at the funeral. In
verse 35, “And all his sons and all his daughteserup to comfort him.” The daughters here
would be the wives of these men. When Jacob ggietvee whole family gets behind him, to
support and encourage him. That would be wondénfay, except for the hypocrisy. How hard
are the hearts of these men. All the passionadhlall his weeping and wailing, are not enough
to move them to repentance. From day to day thatglwthe grief they have brought on their
father by their crime, and they compound it byratiéng to console him.

And meanwhile, Joseph, 17 years old, is pedpo the back of a camel, a prisoner, headed
down the road to Egypt, wondering whether his figthacob, will come to get him. What were
your dreams, and what your desires at 17? A jaigraa girl, a life? All Joseph’s dreams are
shattered. This is his worst nightmare coming.true

Where is God in this? Where is justice3ust doesn’t seem fair! As we read this story in
Genesis from our perspective, and from the persgecf the participants, that seems to be a
legitimate question. Where is God? There is natiae of Him here in this entire passage. He
seems to have forgotten Joseph.

Maybe you look at your life and ask the sajuestion. It is a shambles, evil men are set
against you, you have been wronged, and God seebesdbsent. Where is He?

Beloved, God is right here in the middle lu¢ story of Joseph. The invisible hand, guiding
these events. Who sent the man to find Josegteifi¢lds of Shechem? Who sent the brothers
to Dothan, right along the trading route to Egypvho sent the Midianites to Egypt so that they
came by, right at the moment Joseph was in theapd the brothers were having their
lunch? Who sent the dreams that so incited thredaif the brothers?

It was God who did all this. The last veodehe chapter hints at that: “And the Midianites
sold Joseph into Egypt.” This verse is an impdrtark in the history of Joseph. At the very
same time that the brothers were deceiving théwefaand pretending to comfort him, something
else was going on, far away, that would make sehaé# this. God was guiding Joseph, step by
step, to Egypt, Potiphar’s house, to the prisorthéopalace, and to a position of leadership that
would end in the repentance and preservation ofamdy of Jacob.

God has a hand in all this. Psalm 105:1% fiutery bluntly: “God sent Joseph before them
into Egypt.” God did this. The doting father, theate-filled brothers, the crime, the
concealment, the cries of Joseph—all of it was utel’s control, to serve His purpose, for His
people. And as He unfolds His covenant promiseeiad the Christ, He uses these events, to
cause a nation to begin from which the Savior bellborn, a Savior who will be a blessing to all
the nations of the earth. This is connected tatming of Christ.

And so, | finish with this. Let us trust$hsovereign God. Let us not question His purposes,
as Jacob did. Let us see from this story that Gadlvays at work, in the day and in the night, in
prosperity and in adversity, in health and in se&ds) in brokenness and in joy. Let us believe
that, and, believing it, let us rest in God. Nothshall ever separate us from His love. That was
the promise to Joseph. Though Joseph was far &eayhis father and his family, in Egypt,
God was with him (chap. 39:2). Not only was Godantrol, but God was with him. Dear child
of God, God says to you, no matter how dark youy,wavill never, no never, no never leave



thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly $ag, Lord is my helper, | will not fear what
man shall do unto me.

Let’'s pray,

Father, thanks for Thy unfailing love, thenstant presence, and Thy sovereign, powerful
government of all things, for the good and salvatd Thy people. Lord, help us to believe this
about Thee, so that we are not afraid when evil lsardship comes our way in this life. For
Jesus’ sake we pray, Amen.



THE REFORMED WITNESSHOUR

February 17, 2013
Joseph’s Diligence in a Strange Place and Position
No. 3659 Rev. Rodney Kleyn

Dear Radio Friends,

In the last couple of weeks we have begun an irtkdeoidy into the life of Joseph as recorded in
the closing chapters of the book of Genesis. §oma have looked at Genesis chapter 37, where
Joseph and his dysfunctional family are introdutteds. There is the doting father Jacob, the
dreaming boy Joseph, and the hate-filled broth&tse hatred of the brothers comes especially
in response to Joseph’s dreams, which are cleanly-<ent, and which foretell a time when
Joseph will rule over both his brothers and higpts. The brothers want to kill the dreams, and
so they make plans to kill the dreamer, Josepht, Baoder the guiding hand of God’s
providence, Joseph’s life is spared, and he insisasgold into slavery and transported to
Egypt. That is chapter 37, and today we pick @pstiory of Joseph, in Egypt, from chapter 39.

You will notice, there is a chapter missingrdy chapter 38. What happens in Genesis
38? And, how is it connected to the story of Jb%eBefore we get to Joseph in Egypt, let us
answer those questions.

In Genesis 38 we have the story of Joseptdsperous brother Judah and his adulterous
relationship with his daughter-in-law, Tamar, wieoa Canaanite. There are two things in
chapter 38 that connect it to the story of Joseph.

The first is the contrast between Judah aosegh. In prosperity, Judah falls into
adultery. In poverty and slavery, Joseph is kepmfand resists the same sin. There is an
important biblical principle and warning here. Bs®2:10 puts it this way, “If riches increase,
set not your heart upon them.” Wealth and progpand power are not evil in themselves, but
they are dangerous; they open up to us added amitoes for temptation. Think of Solomon
and how his wealth and power brought him down. Amd do not have to look far in our
society to see the same thing playing out amongmbalthy and famous. There is a warning
here, especially for the wealthy and prosperousoklLout, be on your guard, continue in prayer,
ask for wisdom, so that your position, power, anolsperity do not become the occasion for a
serious fall into sin. That is Judah in chapter 38

And then in contrast you have Joseph in @ra@®. We are not going to get to this part of
the story in today’s message, but you are famvidh it. Joseph is a young man, a slave, far
from home. His life is extremely difficult. Beydnany of our experiences. And yet, when
Potiphar's wife tries to seduce him, he is faithiultemptation. | believe it was through his
difficult circumstances that God prepared him floe thour of temptation. His difficult times
brought him closer to the Lord, and so he was reduyn temptation came.

The second connection to the story of Josemmapter 38 is this: the longer Jacob and his
family are in Canaan, the more they become likenthend the more absorbed they become into
the people of Canaan. God does not want this.inké®ds to prepare them to be a separate
people, a holy nation, set aside to serve Him. smdJoseph is sent into Egypt as the advance



man, to prepare the way for Jacob and his entm@lyato come, peaceably and intact, into
Egypt, where they will be treated as a distinctgbeoand where they will grow into a great
nation. Judah’s sin in chapter 38 threatens thndtiveness of God’s people, and so they must
go to Egypt.

Well, so much for chapter 38. Let us movei@mchapter 39, where today we will consider
just the first six verses. Here we find Josepkgypt. Verse 1 tells us that the Ishmaelite slave
traders bring him down to Egypt, and there sell lonan Egyptian named Potiphar. We do not
know any details of this transaction, but we carsitye that the Ishmaelites made some money
on this deal. As a travelling merchant, you wantouy low and sell high, and the fact that
Potiphar was their buyer indicates that they sajth.h Potiphar is a man of great importance and
wealth in Egypt. His occupation as captain ofdgbhard meant that he had a high position in the
Egyptian military, working very close to the Pharadt could be compared to the position of the
head of the secret service in our day. This pwositas we see later in the chapter, took him away
from his home for extended periods of time, propdtdveling with the king and directing the
kings personal bodyguards. Also, Potiphar seenhsite a large estate, with a number of slaves
to take care of his affairs.

Now, rather than bore you with the detailswdfere Joseph is, | want you to think about
Joseph’s situation, and imagine yourself in hisesho

Think of his age. 17 years old. How manyepé would let their 17-year-old go off and
live away from home. How long would any 17-yead-tdst before becoming homesick, crying
to come home.

Think of his position. Kidnapped, the objetthuman trafficking, he is now a slave, put to
work on menial tasks. Driven, perhaps beaten. #atl after being a favored boy, who rarely
left the side of his doting father, and who hadipesvisory role in his father’s business.

Think of his isolation. After living in a lm and boisterous family, here he is away from it
all, in a strange place, with a strange languagew he must have missed his father and his
family. And there was no communication. No leffero email, no texting, no Facebook.

Think of his separation. He had grown up ibelieving home, where his parents had taught
him to love the Lord, and where there was a rical eradition and frequent worship and
sacrifice. And now he is surrounded in Egypt bgirtfalse religion. Even Potiphar's name
means, Gift from the Sun God.

Then, think of the circumstances that hadhiea here. The hatred of his brothers, the deep
pain that must have caused. He had begged forymaut they would not hear. And now, there
is a cover-up. Will he ever be remembered, wilekier be set free? How he must have longed
to escape and to go home.

It makes me think of young men, maybe undergging off to war, and then being captured
by the enemy and put into a POW camp for yearsnaveér hearing from their parents or loved
ones, but instead being beaten and tortured.

This is Joseph’s situation. Maybe you hawpeeenced loneliness, or separation, or
demotion, or beating, but | doubt that many, if aofyour listeners today, have experienced what
Joseph went through here. But to understand #ssgge, and indeed this chapter, we need to
think of Joseph’s situation.



Verse two tells us that in this situatione ttorRD was with Joseph. Those are extremely
comforting words—for us, too. In these very difficcircumstances, thedrD was with Joseph.

We noticed in chapter 36, where we were thiced to Joseph, that God is never mentioned
directly. It is not that He is absent, but in tbgperiences of Joseph with his brothers,
it seemghat God is absent. Now we see, in far away Egypat God is present with
Joseph. Eight times, in this chapter, God is noeetil, and the name used is his personal,
covenant name, Jehovah, ooRDin most English translations. Eight times. Arfebrt, in
contrast again, He is mentioned by that name onteamore in the remaining 11 chapters of
Genesis.

That's remarkable. Theokp, Jehovah, was with Joseph.

That means, first, that the covenant God Wwhd made the promises to Joseph’s father,
Jacob, his grandfather Isaac, and his great griaredfAbraham, was with Joseph. The covenant
promises, the patriarchal promises, the promisa [@ind, of a nation, of prosperity, of a seed
who would be the Savior, this God went with Josej¢hat it means is this, that Joseph knew
those covenant promises, and believed them, ana/ khat God would keep them, also for
himself. God was fulfilling those promises, thrbuge difficult circumstances of Joseph’s life.

It also means for us, that in the most difiticircumstances of our lives, God never abandons
us. He never leaves any of His own people to fendhemselves, He never abandons them to
the tyranny of circumstances. No, God is alwaythhwis. Jesus’ parting promise, one of the
most beautiful promises in the whole of the Wordzafd, was this, “Lo, | am with you always,
even unto the end of the world.” Just as God wills yoseph, so His promise is that He will
remain with and be the strength of His people ierg\age, and in every difficulty. Joseph was
not alone. No, the Lord was with him.

Now, how did Joseph know this? How did hewrthat God was with him?

Back in Genesis 28, when his father Jagab hated by his brother, and he headed out on
his own to Haran, God appeared to him at Bethel dream. You remember the ladder from
heaven, with the angels ascending and descendimh,Gnd said (Gen. 28:15), “Behold, |
amwith thee, and will keep thee in all placekither thou goest, and will bring thee again into
this land; for | will not leave thee, until | hadene that which | have spoken to thee of.”

Does Joseph have a vision like that? Thevanss, NO. All that Joseph had were the
dreams of his own future exaltation, and the stdriis father's dream at Bethel. And all alone
in Egypt, believing that God was with him, Joseppegienced the gracious, presence of God.

That experience came to Joseph in this vieg,God prospered him in the house of Potiphar
and that God brought a blessing to the house aplRartthrough him. In verse 2 we read that he
was a prosperous man in the house of his master.

Verse 3 tells us that his master saw that_thed was with him and that the Lord made all
that he did to prosper in his hand. That's remalkka Joseph did not even have to say
anything. Potiphar saw the hand of God in andutinathe life of Joseph.

Verse 4 continues by saying that Joseph fogrzmte in Potiphar’s eyes as he served
him. That is, Potiphar liked this man. He couds shat Joseph was a diligent and responsible
worker. He saw a godliness and faith in Josemseph did not complain about his wages, he
did not try to get the gravy jobs, he was not taoefd with his boss. He simply served him. He
had Potiphar’s interests and goals as his ownwéie not laboring for himself. And the result



was that Potiphar made Joseph the overseer orrst@fall that was in his house. He did not
have to concern himself with anything now, exceptiake a choice (v. 6) of what he would
eat. All other decisions were left to Joseph.

And, for Joseph’s sake, God blessed the hotitiphar (v. 5). It came to pass from the
time that he had made him overseer in his housepaer all that he had, that the Lord blessed
the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake. And teedihg of the Lord was upon all that he had in
the house and in the field.

Now we should notice, that this verse dodssag that God blessed Potiphar, but rather that
he blessed his house, for Joseph’s sake. Godssibeis not in material things, and God’s
blessing is not universally distributed to beligyiand unbelieving homes alike. In fact,
Proverbs 3:33 says, “The curse of the Lord is enttbuse of the wicked.”

Here, for Joseph’s sake, that is, becausephosas there, and for Joseph’s preservation and
preparation, God brought His blessing on this hordeseph was the unique object of God’s
grace here. God, as it were, singled him out,fantlis sake made it plain that He was with him.

And Joseph himself was prospered by God umigue way. When God prospered Jacob
while he worked for Laban, it was with wealth. Batseph is not prospered with wealth. All the
wealth goes to Potiphar. God prospers Joseph withwealth, but wisdom and great skill in
management. When Solomon became king, he reatlmdhe would need wisdom, above
wealth, to govern so great a nation. That is fiftettiat God, very obviously, has given here to
Joseph. And God uses this, to prepare him fopdsstion, later in life, as governor in Egypt.

So God was with him. Yes, Joseph was stllaae. He was still far from home, and from
where he wanted to be. But he knew the presenc&aaf, and he knew that his present
circumstances were a part of the purpose of Godlifar So he faithfully went about his work,
not doing it for the praise of men, or for personahlth and gain, but as unto the Lord.

There is one feature of this passage thatsy to overlook. It is this, that Joseph had a
secular occupation, and that God had specificalligd him to this job.

A word or idea that has largely been forgotie our Christian vocabulary is the word
“vocation.” It means, simply, calling. It refet this, that whatever your occupation is, God has
called you to it. Every believer has a vocatidn. our day, the idea of vocation has been
replaced with the idea of “Christian service.” &gdinstead of teaching a biblical work ethic
and godliness in the workplace, churchgoers araegberessured to “do something for the
Lord.” Instead of seeing themselves as alreadledtdb serve God where they are, they are
thinking that they need to do something spectacultr their lives if they are really going to
serve God.

| want to say a few things about that, beeat$ts right here in the story of Joseph. There
are three things to take note of here.

First, Joseph had a secular occupation.iallyit he was a servant or slave on an
estate. Maybe he worked in the fields or in treblsts. Later, he had some domestic duties,
maybe sweeping floors and making beds. Then, sbenwas promoted to position of
overseer. He was in management, and took car@eofaffairs of the estate of the wealthy
Potiphar. Each of those positions was a secular jthat is true, also, of his position, later in
life, as ruler in Egypt. Joseph was not a prophetwas not a priest, and he was not a king and
ruler in God’s Israel. In fact, Joseph was far wvilom having any spiritual influence or



recognition with God’s people. His was the mostuéar of all the occupations you'll find in the
Bible. Through his work, animals got fed, a hogse cleaned, Potiphar got rich, and, later,
Egypt, a godless nation, was prepared for a famirteese were his vocations. This was what
God called him to do.

But, second, | want you to see that Josepitsilar occupation was important to God and
ends up being used by God in ways that Joseph cawer have guessed. One of the important
themes in the life of Joseph is God’s sovereigrvigence. And what we see is that God uses
Joseph’s position as a slave to serve His purpmsthé salvation of His people. Here is God’s
man in Egypt, the advance man, sent ahead to @refpar way, and he is working as a
slave. Joseph, for the majority of his life, woiksthe secular arena, but perhaps no one in
Genesis is so used by God for the carrying outisfaromises and purpose for Israel.

Third, not only was Joseph’s occupation int@airto God, but God was important to Joseph
in this occupation. Joseph is working out of faiind his faith affects how he does his
work. Joseph is not working for personal gaindbes not view his work as a necessary evil that
he has to do simply to stay alive, he is not oatdlo win the evil world for the Lord. No, he is
simply exercising his gifts and position to therglof God, and God is with him. He is living
for the Lord in the position God has placed him.

What we have here is a superb example obithiecal work ethic. About 80% of our life is
spent in the workforce, and these three things taBoseph’s work are important for us to
remember as we do our work.

Any work that we are called to do, so longtas not immoral or illegal, is a vocation from
God. Yet, so often, in Christian circles, the ombgation we recognize is some sort of call to the
ministry, and people who serve in some capacithechurch are elevated so much that if you
are not serving in the ministry of the church, yame somehow not serving the Lord. That is
absolutely wrong and unbiblical. We have vocationsur families, we have vocations in the
workplace, we have vocations in society. Whatrpartant is not what we do, but rather what
God does through us, and that we do our best tgldrsy.

What is a mother doing in the home? Let ofsjmdge her calling by the world’s standard,
but see what God is doing through her. She isigimy food for the family, and she is having a
massive influence in the lives of her children.

Through farmers God feeds us. Through caepenGod gives us houses. Through
policemen and the military, God gives us safetiarotigh nurses and doctors, God gives us good
health. And so on. Just as God was the invigiated behind Joseph’s work, so He works today
through every occupation that He calls us to.

This should charge our everyday lives and owndane activities with a spiritual
significance. It should give us a diligence andieto do our best for God’s glory. In the New
Testament, it is put this way (Col. 3:22-23): “&mrts, obey in all things younasters according
to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleadmrsjn singleness of heart, fearing God: And
whatsoever ye do, dohieartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men.”

May God help us, whatever our calling, telfer him.



Father, we give thanks for the work we hagerbgiven to do, and we are glad to know that
no matter how menial it may seem to us, Thy sogerband uses it to serve Thy purposes. Help
us, Lord, to be diligent in our work, living befofdy face. Amen.

THE REFORMED WITNESSHOUR

February 24, 2013
Joseph Resists the Advances of a Seductive Woman
No. 3660 Rev. Rodney Kleyn

Dear Radio Friends,

In our broadcast today we will continue with thergt of Joseph in Genesis chapter 39,
beginning in verse 7. Last week we looked at b $ix verses of this chapter, where Joseph is
a slave in Potiphar’'s house. There, God is with,God prospers him, he gains favor in the
sight of his master, and everything in Potiphaosise is committed to his care. If we skip over
the middle section of this chapter and look justhatlast three verses, where Joseph is unjustly
incarcerated, we see that the Scriptures use alexastly the same language to describe what
happens in prison. There, verses 20-23 tell esl.drd was with Joseph and showed him mercy
and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper & phrison, and the keeper of the prison
committed to Joseph’s hand all that happened irptis®n, so that he did not have to concern
himself with anything, and that all because thedLeras with Joseph and the Lord made
everything that Joseph did to prosper.

As we look at this chapter, it is importahatt we notice that beginning and ending. The
Holy Spirit is telling us two things. First, thiat everything Joseph went through, God was with
him to strengthen him and give him grace, even wheaemed otherwise. And second, that in
all the events of Joseph’s life, good and evil @liGod was sovereign. Just as God in His
providence had seen to it that Joseph was hatduskyrothers and sold into Egypt, and just as
God in His providence brought Joseph to the hofig®tiphar and prospered him there, so God
in His providence now leads Joseph through anathss period in his life in which he is sorely
tempted, and then because he is faithful in thaptation, he ends up in prison. God brings to
him both prosperity and adversity, and God is with, both in prosperity and adversity.

In the verses we look at today, the wife ofiphar, Joseph’s master, attempts to seduce
Joseph, and when Joseph refuses, she lies aboutwhtimthe result that Joseph is cast into
prison.

The temptation that Joseph had to enduremasereal and was powerful.

For a number of years Joseph has been wof&mBotiphar, and as he matures, probably
now in his early to mid 20s, he comes to the atterf his master’s wife. Verse 7 tells us that
she “cast her eyes upon Joseph,” that is, she dbakéim with longing eyes, and she said to
him, “Lie with me.” In the absence of her husbam#® assumes authority, and she commands
Joseph, “come to bed with me, now.” What a drelaatbuse of power.

God, | said, brought this temptation to Jbse@/hat occasioned it, according to verse 6, was
that “Joseph was a goodly person, and well favbrdthat is, he was handsome in appearance,



and pleasant in personality. These two thingsddooks and a pleasant personality, were God’s
gift to Joseph. It was in his genes. The samguage is used of his mother, Rachel, to whom
Jacob was immediately attracted. And now, becadishese, Joseph is put into a tempting
situation. Joseph did nothing to encourage it, father God in His providence brought him

there.

There is something for us to say here. Q@iftegs when we are tempted, and think especially
sexual temptation, oftentimes it is because we apgselves up to temptation, we put ourselves
in tempting situations. Maybe it is flirtatioushaior, or maybe we go to places or watch things
that are inappropriate, or maybe if we are yound anmarried, we are alone with our
date. Here, Joseph does none of those things.si@Gualy leads him into a tempting situation.

Now, understand, this was a real and a stremgtation for Joseph. Joseph, like any normal
young man, was created with hormones that prodpbgsical desires. And, | have to think, that
there was something attractive about Potiphar'e wRotiphar was, after all, a man who moved
among the rich and famous in Egypt. This was notoid lady attempting to seduce
Joseph. And then we notice also how persistentish®ot only is she bold, telling Joseph
exactly what she wants from him, but she is pasist Verse ten tells us that day after day she
made this proposal to him, trying to wear him dowNo one is around. No one will
know. Joseph could have reasoned, | deservehéis;| am, all alone, what other opportunities
are there for love here? And she is available.

How similar this is to sexual temptation iara@mwn day and culture. It is all around us,
constantly making its offers, readily availabledamu can do it in secret—in the privacy of your
home, the privacy of Internet and movies. And gore is told, “This will make you happy, and
you deserve it, it's your choice.” And it is jus$ brazen. Our young people find this out when
they go to college or are in the workplace. Theraeo holding back on suggestive comments,
crude humor, and men and women alike who make thleesss available to you, especially if
you, like Joseph, are attractive.

Behind it, is Satan, and, like Potiphar’'sayiBatan will work on us to wear us down, day
after day. He will work on our eyes and ears, liework on our thoughts and desires, he will
work on our relationships, he will work through theedia, he will work through books and
literature, and he will not ever give up until heng In our society, today, this is the
predominant temptation. Satan is working harde this temptation than with any other. Why
is that? It is because Satan knows that if hedemtroy the sexual morals of a society, he has
destroyed the family. And if he has destroyed f@sy he has destroyed the church. Just look
back to Joseph’s own family, and see how the pohygaf his father brought hatred and
division, and how his sons Judah and Reuben hbhfeidto sexual immorality too. All this was
a threat to the separate existence of God’s paap&anaan. Through sexual immorality the
church becomes more and more like the world.

In response to this real and powerful tenmgat Joseph says, NO. He resists the
temptation. He refuses Potiphar’s wife. How deddo that?

We have here, in Joseph, both an exampleowof to overcome temptation, and a clear
testimony to where Joseph found the strength tocovee.

Looking at Genesis 39, we notice severalgin



First, Joseph refused immediately. In Epdresid:27 we are exhorted not to “give place to
the devil.” Joseph gave no room for Satan, orwluman, to tempt him. He, like the godly man
in Psalm 1, did not listen to the counsel of thgadly. He refused the enticements immediately.

Second, Joseph made no excuses for sinmifitat others would have used as an excuse for
sin, Joseph used as a reason not to sin. In 8dieesays, “My master doesn’t know what is with
me in the house.” Others would say, he does nowkso here is my opportunity. Joseph says,
“He doesn’t know because he trusts me, so how batrdy that trust.”

Third, Joseph verbalizes his refusal, andaimg this he takes a stand. He does not say, I'll
think about it, or not today but maybe another tirkke does not say, I'm not attracted to you, or
you’re too old. No, he flat out says no, and tegplains why his answer is no. In verbalizing it,
Joseph makes a confession of commitment to renmaiste and not to commit this act.

Fourth, Joseph makes an appeal to the conts;iéo his own conscience and the conscience
of his seductress. He says to Potiphar's wife, ‘iMgster has kept back nothing from me but
you, because you are his wife.” You, Mrs. Potiphau are not mine, you don’'t belong to
me. God has given you to Potiphar. | cannot @ th

Fifth, Joseph calls sin by its proper nani@day this is softened and called an “affair,”
making it sound fun and attractive, something yoiwghnh want to do. Joseph calls it
“wickedness” and “sin.” In verse 9, “How then cldo this great wickedness, and sin against
God?” This is not the way Mrs. Potiphar saw itd arot the way our culture sees it today. As
long as two adults consent, our culture says, Dodrdu’re entitled to it. Do not let anyone or
anything stop you. But in Joseph’s eyes it iseagwickedness.

Sixth, Joseph was on guard. He took pregasitso that he would not be tempted. Verse 10
tells us that as she daily enticed him, he not oglysed to listen to her, but he avoided her. He
does everything in his power to keep temptatiooagt When she comes in the front door of the
house, he goes out the back door. Jesus saysoutd shatch and pray so that we do not enter
into temptation. This is what Joseph did. He wid trust himself. He did not say, Well, I'm
strong enough, so | can be with her. No, he awbite very opportunities to sin.

Seventh, he refused her repeatedly. He didlet Satan, or this woman, wear him
down. “No!” was his immediate and consistent arsvaa@d he did not waver on that. Pretty
soon, she figures this out too. She is not gaingeéar him down, and so, to get what she wants,
she has to resort to forcing him.

And then, eighth, he flees. When she amizibire in the house, on his own, and grabs him
by his coat and demands, “Now, lie with me,” hesiuleaving his coat in her hands. That is
bravery and freedom. Potiphar’s wife is a slavbdpsinful desire. Joseph, on the other hand, is
free to refuse. He fled, and got him out, outh& house, as far away from the temptation as he
could. In the New Testament, talking about thisy\sn, Paul alludes to what Joseph does here
by saying, “Flee fornication.” There is such a gowo this temptation that it requires a unique
response. Other sins we may grapple with and @aakim hand-to-hand combat, reasoning with
the tempter, but the only proper course of actidah ¥his sin is to flee. This sin is like a baited
hook; it looks tasty, but, as Proverbs tells us,éhd thereof is death. You may meddle with it,
but in the end a dart will strike through your tiear

Joseph did not meddle with and so was natrtak by this sin.



How remarkable! Proverbs 7:26 says of thig &many strong men have been slain by
her.” How true. Some whom we’ve thought were $itngest, the most spiritual, the most
godly (David, a man after God’'s own heart), haverbgucked into this sin, slain by her.

But Joseph resists.

And how remarkable, too, when we consideegb's background. If anyone might have a
disposition towards this sin, and might use hisiliaiife as an excuse, it would be Joseph. His
father had multiple wives, so multiple relationghipHis own mother was the beautiful and
unspiritual one. His older brother Reuben had tslepth one of his father Jacob’s
concubines. His brother Judah, in his prospeh&d gone seeking the services of a prostitute,
who it turns out was his daughter-in-law. Thighe home Joseph was from, and yet he was
faithful.

Where did he get his strength?

Answer: The Lord was with him. | said aé theginning that this is the theme and line of
thought through this chapter. The Lord was witlm.hiJoseph was faithful to God, because God
was faithful to him. God was with him. God had oaly led Joseph into this temptation, but
God also provided for Joseph a way of escape. pboset only experienced the power of this
temptation, but also the greater power of the graod Spirit of God. This was his
strength. God was faithful to him and was with him

There is great encouragement for us hereait be that you were brought up in a family of
bad examples. It may be that your past is pepperddthis sin. But in the end, those things
don’t matter, and must not be used as an excussefaral sin. Whatever our temptations, God
is able to do exceeding abundantly above what Weoaghink. He is able to keep us from
falling. He will provide a way of escape. Whatetlee sins of the past, God’s forgiving grace is
greater. He has washed us and made us clean gdiithef sin through the blood of His Son.

These are things that Joseph realized. Beb@ background and despite the strength of his
temptation and the weakness of his own flesh, Josepked to and lived before the face of
God. This is his main argument against temptathos,main source of strength, his strongest
tool of resistance. In verse 9, he says, “How Lao this great wickedness and sin against
God?” God was more real to Joseph than anythisg. eConscious of the fact that he lives
before God, he says, “How can I, | who have beaeda who have been loved, | who am a
child of God, how can | do this to my God.” He didt say, “I might contract an STD.” He did
not say, “There may be an unwanted pregnancy.didenot say, “This may bring the wrath of
Potiphar down on me and threaten my job.” No,dd,sHow can | do this to my God?” This
is the true secret of his strength: he loved Gidd.had a passion for God that was stronger than
any other desire in his life. Joseph did not owere temptation by simply saying NO, by mere
power of the will. No, he loved the Lord and hesti before the Lord.

In Psalm 16:®avid says, “l have set theokD always before me: because he is at my right
hand, | shall not be moved.” When | am tempteghall not be moved, because God is with
me. Oh may that be our constant confession amdviesto live before the face of God.

And then, also, to remember who we are anat@od has done for us. In Romans 6:2 Paul
asks this important question, “How shall we tha dead to sin, live any longer therein?” This
was in Joseph’s thinking. | may be a slave inptai’'s house, but | am not a slave to sin. |
have been set free.



And so, remembering who he was, and livinfptee God, Joseph refused and resisted the
temptation.

And what was the outcome? The outcome waspr@mising, this: that God was with him.

Yes, the outcome for Joseph personally, snéxiperience, and in the circumstances of his
life, was horrible. He was lied about, he was miadeok like the bad guy, he was slandered, he
was racially profiled, he was ganged up on, he taated unjustly, he lost his job, he was
imprisoned. Psalm 105 tells us it was with metiatlss and chains, all because he was faithful in
temptation.

And, you know, when we in temptation arehfit to our God, this is exactly how we can
expect to be treated by the world and by those adrot know God. A young person who will
not join in wild partying, a man on the job who Wibt laugh at or contribute to crude humor, a
woman who is deliberately modest in her dress,esqect to be scorned.

Faithfulness will cost you something.
But God was with Joseph in prison, and prosgpéaim there.

Somehow Joseph’s life is spared, and he apda the King’s prison. In prison, Joseph is
blessed with a clear conscience. Potiphar is anbfig wife is guilty. But Joseph is free. He
did not have to second-guess what he had done.hé&bad confidence that what he had done
was right before God. And God is with him in h&ationship with the jailer. Somehow, his
trustworthiness and godliness make an impressiotherkeeper of the prison, and he trusts
Joseph with the care of all the prisoners and énieny that goes on in the prison. Joseph is
exalted again.

Do you not see a pattern in his life? Huatiin and exaltation. So often, this is precisely
the way God works with His people. He brings usyMew, in order to lift us up again, and
prepare us in some special way to serve Him. Mspesit 40 years in the wilderness before
God was ready to use him to lead His people. Daxad hunted and chased before he was
exalted to the throne. And Christ, too, was betdaylenied, rejected, beaten, nailed to the cross,
forsaken of God. It was humiliation with the puspaf exaltation.

It may be that, because of faithfulness ta,Gou are going through some very difficult and
humiliating things in your life. And you do not éw why. Joseph did not either. How could
he? But God had greater things in mind for Josiaim working in Potiphar's house. And
through Joseph’s faithfulness and trouble, God daukbke those things happen. And His
purpose was not just Joseph, but the salvationtkurch. This is church history.

Because Joseph was faithful, he was caspiigon

Because he was cast into prison, he intexgrite dream of the cupbearer.

Because he interpreted the dream of the @rphéenhe interpreted the dream of Pharaoh.
Because he interpreted the dream of Phaleobhecame prime minister of Egypt.

Because he became prime minister of EgyptBtiyptians were saved from starvation in a
famine.

Because the Egyptians were saved from starvaloseph’s own family were also saved
from starvation, and brought to Egypt.



And because Joseph’s family was saved andgbhtado Egypt, the Messianic line of Christ
could continue.

And because the Messianic line of Christ dozdntinue, Jesus Christ has come to be our
Savior.

All because God was with Joseph, and he aigtil in temptation.

When people hurt us, and when God bringsbteoand pain in our lives, we must not mope
and whine, but know that God is behind it, and Gedwith us, working sovereignly to
accomplish His saving purposes.

This is what we learn from the outcome oftsiory. God is with Joseph. And that is His
promise to us too.

Let us pray.

Father, we give thanks for the grace thabksaus to resist temptation. Lord, be with us,
and help us to see that Thy sovereign hand diedkcteings for the salvation of Thy people and
church. What a confidence and trust we have. Amen



