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Dear fellow saints in the church of Jesus Christ,

The Word of God we study today addresses the @mldf the church. We find it in Ephesians
6:1:
Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for tisisight.

This is an admonition of Jesus Christ directly hddren of the church—not just young children,
but also older children, including teenagers. Hwt reason we will be addressing in our
broadcast today believing children.

Notice that. This Word of God is directedvéwd children of the church. That will be our
emphasis today. Children are included by God is ¢hiurch, not just adults. This verse is not
addressing children who are unbelievers and whd teée converted to the faith. It addresses
children born and raised in the sphere of the d¢huittaddresses little children who themselves
are believers. It knows nothing of the modern wmeeption of the conversion only of
adults. The church is made up of believers andt itt@ldren. There may be no artificial
division made between adults and children as fah@shurch is concerned. This admonition is
spoken to children of the church. That we beamiind in the first place.

In the second place we bear in mind that #aishonition is given to new believers. The
Ephesian saints were Gentiles, newly grafted ihte ¢thurch in Ephesus. Perhaps there were
some Jews in this congregation that knew of thg daotl calling of children toward parents and
had taught their children such. But, for the npest, this congregation was made up of parents
who themselves were new to the faith, which in tom@ant that their children were new to the
faith too. The fifth commandment was new to thebkédren, therefore. This is why Paul
repeats that fitth commandment in verses 2 and tBisfchapter. Assumed in this verse is that
not only parents had just become a part of thigathubut so did their children. And these
children needed instruction in the proper callinfy ahildren toward their mothers and
fathers. They may have known it from a naturahpof view, but now they must learn it from a
spiritual point of view, too. They, too, were newveatures in Christ. They, too, were
believers. So the command: Children obey youemtarin the Lord.

We ought to understand, dear reader, thatctramand given here in this verse is a
command of God’s covenant. Children of believirggmts belong to the community of the
church. They are not outsiders looking in. THiée, together with their parents, is intimately
wrapped up in and embraced by the church, thathes,communion of saints. All of life,
therefore, revolves around their place in the dnurg Christian home and family does not stand
alone as an entity independent of all else. Onctidrary, a believing husband and wife and
their children are united with and integrally reldto other families as they reside together in the
sphere of the church of Christ. The church isjasttan add-on, that is, a place | make room for
in my life along with all the other compartmentsliéd. The church is the place where a man,
his wife, and his children make their life togethéris idea of the place of the family in the



church is foreign to contemporary Christianity. rikgs this is true because of the horrible
breakdown of the family we see in our society amdrch world.

You see, the church is important to the belibecause life in the church is life within the
sphere of the covenant that God establishes wihchiirch. God’s covenant is that relationship
of fellowship that God dwells in together with Hieosen people in Christ. God has chosen to
establish His covenant with believers. He is ti@&ad and they are His people. He binds them
to Himself in an unbreakable bond of love and f&mp. He dwells with them and cares for
them, and He guides and protects them. To bebev®od is their refuge and strength, their
ever-present help in time of trouble. Under thadgiw of His wings we flee and hide ourselves
when the storms of life beset us. He is our pawjliwho shelters us, and He is our rock, who
makes our life sure and stable. That is God’'s came That covenant is established in the
church. That is where believers are found, aferhey are a part of the community and life of
the church. They are so because it is in the ththat God chooses to dwell with His
people. The church, therefore, is not just ano#inea of life. It is not just a part of our lifleat
fits in one particular file. The church, for theliever, is his life. There is nothing more
important for the child of God than to belong te fife and community of the church. This is
true because life with God is not just a part t&.lilt is life. It motivates us in every move tha
we make. Communion with God dictates how | wikelimy life in the home, with my wife and
children. All of life centers in and embraces Goddvenant and my life in the church.

Church, therefore, is not simply a priorityroy life; but fellowship with God in the church
rules my life. It is not that | must make room fetlowship with God. But the covenant with
God, the communal life | share with Him and Jesbs<t in the church, is the motivating factor
of all of life. We will find out in a couple of veks how this dictates our lives in the
workplace. Marriage cannot be viewed apart frond’&covenant and church. And now we see
that neither can the relationship of parent anddchlit is a relationship in the home that is
affected by God’s covenant established with belgve

The instruction given in verse 1 is basednugh@ place of the child within the covenant and
church of Christ. Children are an intimate parthaf church of Christ. God dwells with them, as
well as with the adult believer. Jesus verifias th Mark 10. Some mothers in Israel had taken
their young children to Jesus to have Him hold bless them. The disciples rebuked these
women for bothering Jesus. But Jesus was dispgleaie His disciples and said in Mark 10:14:

Suffer the little children to come unto me, andofdrthem not: for of such is the kingdom of
God.

The kingdom of God includes little children. Theason this is true is found in God’s
covenant. Our children, according to Paul her&phesians 6:1, are in the Lord. Children
are to obey their parents in the Lord. Believiraggnts and their believing children are in the
Lord Jesus Christ. They dwell in the sphere ofi€hrChrist is the Lord of children as well
as of adults. Children, too, are bound togethahw@hrist in faith. And Christ, therefore,
lives and reigns within them too. From their ezstidays the children of the church are to
know their Lord and connect their lives with Hino, live out of Him. Obedience to parents
is the fruit of believing children’s relationshipitw Christ. They have been placed in
communion with God by God’s grace. This, thenthis reason believing children are called
to obey parents. It is not simply a natural lawf b highly spiritual rule of life for them,
because they are children of the church.



How is it possible that the church world oflay has departed so far from this truth of
Scripture? Satan knows well that to destroy ththtof the place of children in the covenant will
result in the destruction of the church. And Satament on destroying the church of Jesus
Christ in this world. He is bent on tearing apdré communion, the community, of the
saints. He will keep the concept of the churcheaWhile destroying the idea of the church as
the family and household of God. Let the churchticme, but make sure the church does not
view itself any longer as a people called out fithis world of unbelief and into a community of
believers that live out of the principle of fellomp with God.

Children, young people, God includes you, fadHis church and covenant. | am speaking
to elect children and, therefore, believing chitdreGod promises to the church of Jesus Christ
that He will preserve His church in the line of getions. We know that God does not promise
to save every child born into the church. We &lsow that salvation does not come by virtue of
being born to believing parents. Salvation is gsvand ever a miracle. It is of grace that God
saves children, just as it was of grace that Hedas, their parents.

We do not deny that. But we do have a prenfisem God to which we cling and that is
implied in the command before us. Our childrem, tare in the Lord. And when parents of
the church instruct and nurture their children aien they discipline them, they do this all in
the Lord. Believing parents can truly say: “Afl aur instruction, the direction that we give
you, children, the decisions we make concerning, e all in relation to the Lord of the
church. We are interested in your place of JeshgsCand among the community of the
saints. We will nurture you, instruct you, and aidiine you for your place in the
church.” When this is done, then you, children godng people, must know what is your
calling in the sphere of the church and the coven@bey your parents.

This is the simple command to children of ¢therch: Obey your parents. Obedience to this
command does not affect you only in your relatigpgb your mother and father. Obedience
will affect your relationship to the church of whigou are a member. And, ultimately, this will
affect your relationship to God Himself.

Literally, the word “obey” means: to give eself over to the rule and authority of
another. This teaches us two things about obeeiefast of all, we must recognize that God
has placed over us, in different spheres of lif@se who represent His authority. God gives
certain men and women (in this case) to rule ogerthey are God-ordained.

In the second place, this word obey speaksitiingness to obey the God-ordained
authority. Children must willingly submit themses/to their parents’ authority. Yes, you must
obey whether you want to or not. This is the fithmmandment of God’s law. It requires
obedience to God by obeying parents. But the mlgaessed here in this term is a willing
obedience, not a forced obedience, but a willindj@ren a cheerful obedience. You do not obey
your mom and dad because you are compelled to thieay but because you want to bow before
their rule and authority. Believing children ddsttbecause God has given their parents this
place in their lives. They do so, therefore, beeaaf their relationship to God. They love
Him. He is their God. He is their Friend. And k$eso because Christ has worked in their
hearts by His Spirit. Their hearts were at onestgiven over to stubbornness and rebellion. Sin
has had its sway over them. But that is not tfub@&m anymore, as children of God’s church.



Christ, through His work on the cross, hasqueered sin and unbelief. He has destroyed the
power of Satan over us and set us free from thestaf sin. That means that He has overcome
our obdurate and rebellious attitude toward parents

This passage of God’s Word is not addressadbelievers. Paul writes it to the church in
Ephesus where children were present in the worskipice when this letter was read to
them. He addresses believing children. Beliewhidren want to give themselves to the rule
and authority of their parents because this issuhgato them. They want to because they
understand the blessedness of having God as th#iel- They know what it means to have a
heavenly Father who loves them and cares for theainkaeps them. The believer even knows
that when God chastens him it is for his good ideorto yield in him the peaceable fruit of
righteousness.

Furthermore, the believer, whether youngldr lmves God as his Father. The child of God
has a profound love for, respect for, reverencedod. He honors God. He obeys God as his
Father. Children in the church and covenant olbiertparents because they are in the
Lord. They obey their parents because they obeal Go

And that brings us back to the matter we mmeetd a few minutes ago. We obey parents
because we recognize that God has placed thenthoréy or rule over us in the home. This is
what Paul means here in Ephesians 6:1 when heswrithildren, obey your parents...for this
is right.” It is the right thing to do. It is theghteous thing to do. It is in keeping with the
commandment of God that says: “Honor your fathmt wour mother.” You see, all authority
and rule belong to God alone. He reigns in thevéwes over all the works of His hands. Romans
13:1 teaches us, “there is no power but of Goa: pibwers that be are ordained of God.” There
are various spheres in the life of a person whatboaity is exercised: government, labor, the
church, the school, and the home. God reignsliofahese. He rules. His is the authority as
Creator of all. But God delegates that authomtynten in these various spheres of life. That
means, children, that God has Himself placed oteria over us in the home.

Unbelieving children do not really care abthat. They hate God and there is no fear of
God before their eyes. Since they do not bow lee@wd’s authority, they do not bow before the
authority of parents either. Neither will they tthas in society in general. That is why our world
is so lawless and is getting worse. We live inadent and wicked world. This is true because
the wicked are unrighteous. They do what is righheir own eyes.

But such is not true of believing childrentbé church and covenant who know and love
God. They know there is an objective standardigifitrand wrong. God has revealed it to
them. It is the standard of God’s law. He givegan commandments, all of which tell us what
is right and wrong. The child of God obeys thesenmandments. Why? Because they are
right. The fifth commandment is: “Honor father danmother.” So we do that,
children. Why? Because this is right. ThrougtnthGod rules over us in the home.

But notice, this commandment is not simply tlee benefit of the family. Children of the
church do not obey this command just becauseatnsatter of the home. It is a matter of the
church too. This is the calling and commandmenthidren in the church. Children obey
parents because they know and understand theie ptathe community of believers. Children
of believing parents do not separate their liveshis world, much less in the home, from the
church. They realize their obligation, their dutythe covenant. They understand that God has
chosen to carry on His church in the generationbedievers. They obey because they truly



desire to see this happen with them and the othiglren in the congregation and church. They
are the next generation of believers. They whetthe place of their parents who go on before
them. They will “carry the torch,” so to speak, tfe cause of Christ into the next
generation. And they rejoice in that place in¢harch. God preserves His church by means of
obedient children.

Neither ought we to overlook that this comahaent is not limited to little children. 1t is
easy for mom and dad to hold little children unttegir rule and authority, is it not? But this
Word of God speaks to older children and youththia ¢hurch. Children who are still under the
care and in the home of their godly parents must before the authority and rule of father and
mother and not rebel. Young men and women of tlueah, you, too, must heed everything we
have talked about. You must dwell with father amather. God has placed you under their care
and rule. He has given your instruction and guiéainto their hands. They are responsible to
God for you. They will give answer to God somed®&yt that means that you must bow before
their rule and obey them and honor them for thegl@od has given them over you. You may
not make the home of father and mother a placelzdllion and dishonor. You, too, just as your
parents, will answer to God for your actions in floene and family.

There is a joy in the home and there is joythe church when there are obedient
children. The apostle John says it best for eparngnt, for every pastor, and for every elder, in
[l John 4: “I have no greater joy than to heaattmy children walk in truth.” To that every
parent will say, “Yea and Amen.” What a happy hand church when little children and youth
keep this command. The home and family needs ebedihildren. We need them in the
church. This is how God will make His church tawgrand flourish in this world. This is the
way God establishes His covenant in the line oegations.

May God bless our families, may God blessdhigrch, with obedient children.
Let us pray together.

Our gracious heavenly Father, we are tharnkiai Thou art a God who dwells in the midst
of Thy church and that Thou dost pour out uponevatig parents and their believing children
the blessings of Thy covenant fellowship. It isngerful to know that Thou dost take us under
Thy wing and protect us with Thy care. Now we pthgt Thou wilt teach the children of the
church obedience unto their parents. This is righThy sight. We pray, Father, that in all
things we might serve Thee, not only as parentwhat we do, but as children, too, in the
church. And where we have sinned, Father, we fray Thou wilt graciously forgive us of
those sins. Give us strength to battle them amgbton in this life. We pray this, for Jesus’ sake
Amen.



THE REFORMED WITNESSHOUR
January 13, 2013 Nurturi@gr Children
No. 3654 evRWilbur Bruinsma

Dear Radio Friends,

What we said of the children of the Ephesian chuash week was true of their parents as
well. These were Gentile believers. God had,uyhothe labors of Paul, just grafted them into
His church. These were adults, many of whom wearents that had just recently been called
out of the darkness of unbelief to faith. Theirywdad been in the world. They had been
thoroughly imbibed with the worldview of unbelief.

This was true as far as their parenting skilere concerned too. They had been taught by
their sinful society an improper view of childrendaan improper view of raising children. The
unbelieving professionals of their society had taugem wrongly, even sinfully.

Now they had been delivered out of their Uielhe They had become new creatures in
Christ. They, together with their children, hackebegrafted into the church of Christ and had
become of the same household of faith with theelelss in the Old Testament. They with their
children had been baptized into Jesus Christ.

Now Paul addresses godly parents. Thesesanad separated themselves from the wicked
world and joined the church institute in Ephestibey with their children had placed themselves
under the rule of the elders of Ephesus and urepfficial preaching of the Word. So, once
again, we cannot overlook the purpose of thisddtighis congregation. In it Paul explains the
boundless grace of God in including them within idisurch as Gentiles. He points out the
beauty of belonging to that church in this worlddahe safety and security found there. And
now he instructs these new believers concerningesroconduct in the church. The calling of
parents is given in a short, simple manner in Ejglnes5:4, the verse that we consider today:

And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrathut bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord.

This is not a long verse. It does not cantdgep doctrinal truths. It is of a very practical
nature. In seed-form, this verse contains thecbasnciples for all child-rearing. Not just to
make them better children in the home, not to nthken citizens of our country (though all this
will follow if proper instruction is given by parés), but the point of this Word of God is that
they might be better members of the church of JE$uist.

So, we consider the calling of believing pdésan the church.

Paul, in this verse in Ephesians 6, addrefsdhers. This is not to say that mothers are not
included in the injunction of this verse. They.afut since the wife is viewed in the last
chapter as being one flesh together with her huskbRaul does not find it necessary to mention
both here. Besides, a fundamental principle ofpBare is that the husband and father is the
head of the home and family. God has investedrmthe rule over his household—not only
over his wife, but his children as well. God withld fathers responsible for the spiritual welfare
and character of his children. Not that motheesesxempt from this before God. What is said to
fathers here is also a command to mothers. Mothensot escape the Word of God here. We



do not need to pursue the whole matter of the ragitt authority of father and mother to rule
over the children. That is established alreadyGad’'s command to children. And we
considered that in detail in our last broadcast.

The verse before us today addresses the mpuspeof that authority God gives to parents. In
other words, God gives authority to mother and datim order that they might exercise it
righteously and therefore properly. This verseeads to us as well exactly how a father and
mother will use their authority in a righteous mannThis is revealed to us in the short phrase
“of the Lord” used here in this verse: “bring thaemp in the nurture and admonitioh the
Lord.” All proper training of children must be to thisce to lead them to the Lord. Christ must
be the object of all our training, of our nurturjra;d of our admonition. Any motive other than
that which is rooted in Christ is not proper tragni And that is what these new converts to
Christianity in Ephesus had to learn, first of allll parental instruction, care, admonition, and
even discipline are for the purpose of leadingahldren to Jesus Christ.

| can anticipate the reaction that will barid in this world to such a contention. “What? Do
you have your head stuck in the sand? We mush toar children for success and for
fortune. We must teach them how to get aheadigwbrld. We must teach them everything
that will give them the proper self-discipline akbwledge in order that they might make their
way in this world. Religious beliefs are of no gieal use for making our way in this world.”

That, dear reader, is unbelief speaking.ipBoe is replete with passages that teach that the
most important goal or end of our instruction igdach our children their sin and their salvation
in the cross of Jesus Christ alone. Yes, we naestait that our children are trained in subjects
that are necessary to make a living in this wokide must hone their unique talents and abilities
in order that they might develop this creation ®ag given us. But all of this must be dame
the service of the LordAll things must be made subject to Christ. Westhfirst and foremost,
above all else, teach our children that our rard pwsition, our talent in time, our money and
affluence are all subservient to Jesus ChristisH®rd. He is ruler over all. God has placed all
things in His hand unto the establishment of Hrggklom. And we who are the subjects of His
kingdom must, likewise, use everything we have aredto walk in obedience to our Lord and
Savior.

Because this principle of Scripture is igrihré has resulted in the abuse of children
today. Not only is this true in the wicked, unbeglng world where it can be expected, but this is
happening in the church of today as well. Why?cd8se parents have failed to see that
believing parents must instruct their children framvhole different point of view. They must
instruct their children in faith, train up a chiid faith. They must use every means at their
disposal to teach them the fear of God.

Neither may we compartmentalize our livesif asligious instruction is just one part of our
instruction as opposed to instruction, say, in eo@ds or sports or labor or
whatever. Instruction in every area of life must germeated with Christ. He is the Lord of
instruction in math, in science, in history. Hethe Lord in the realm of academics and labor
and so on. All instruction must be in the nurtarel admonition of the Lord.

Bearing that in mind, we heed the Word of Goodhis verse: Fathers, provoke not your
children to wrath. This is how parents can abbsé tuthority while training their children—by
provoking their children to wrath.



Now, this command is not referring here taypll banter of parents with their
children. You see, there are certain ways of imgabur children that will make them bitter,
resentful, and in the end, rebellious. We provtilem to wrath, or anger. Not just that they
suddenly burst out in anger against us and yektoke out against us. But they begin to
seethe below the surface. They begin to build mgraotional and even spiritual resentment
between themselves and their parent or parentgy bhcome so bitter inside that when they
become of age and are able to strike out on thveir, ohey will be fairly bursting to get away
from parents. Because of the particular treatnoériather or mother (or both), children learn
to resent them so much that they will resent ehengt their parents represent. The child then
will become angry, not simply at parents, but adGdhe young person will begin to rebel
against the cause of Jesus Christ in this world too

So the command here in this verse in essienites: Fathers, provoke not your children to
wrath against God and against Jesus Christ. Wissilgly could parents do to provoke children
to walk away in anger from their parents, the chuand God?

There are two scenarios against which wisdiictates. The first is an overly harsh and
critical attitude of our children. John Gill, alda@commentator, states this sin of parents in this
way:

By unjust and unreasonable demands, by reproadahguage, by frequent and public
chidings, by indiscrete and passionate expressiand, by severe and cruel blows and
inhuman usage.

There are parents who, in their zeal for gpadenting, go to this extreme. They do not
allow their children freedom to live within the bmis of God’s law. They criticize their children
in everything the child does. They publicly huri& their child, as if this will force him or her
to change their behavior. They never speak a wbehcouragement and tenderness. They do
not spend time with their children other than alevaseeming to reprove them. They are
inconsistent in their demands.

Then there is also this extreme: physicaisab This does not mean a parent ought not to
spank a child when punishment is necessary. Neitbes it mean that proper discipline ought
not be administered when our children sin. Budaés mean that screaming at our children or
beating them until they are black-and-blue is dtdip inappropriate and sinful.

And the result of such treatment of our al@fdis that it causes anger to build up in them;
bitterness begins to reign. And when the yeartndépendence finally come on them, they
reject the cause of Christ. No matter how muchefiamight have preached to them God and His
commandments, they reject those commandments.thaydup and leave it all behind. Fathers,
mothers, do not provoke your children to wrath.

The second way parents can provoke theididnl to wrath is to be soft and indifferent to
the behavior and sin of their children. This iscourse, the opposite extreme, and we see this so
much in the church today. In this instance thddebn rule and dishonor parents. And the
parents run after every whim and wish of theirdf@h. When the child makes a demand, father
and mother rush to satisfy the demand just to kieem quiet. They spoil their children, giving
them everything their flesh craves. When it comtes discipline, there virtually is
none. Admonition is not backed up by a harshenfof discipline.

Along with this improper mode of parentingves careless indifference. The parent takes
little notice of what the children are doing. Thigpore them and let them go. The children get



into everything and, virtually, rip apart the hous®uch parents, in order to avoid the upset of
home allow the world to babysit their children leyting their children watch TV all day. When
the children grow up to be teenagers, they aretéefjo anywhere and everywhere they want
without having to give an account to their parerifis kind of parent will also always defend
his children, no matter what trouble or disrespgbely show toward others in authority in the
church or school. They close their eyes to theenagers partying, drunkenness, and
fornication.

The result of such parenting is that theildten develop a disdain for God’s Word and
law. They have never been led to see their sinaakeiowledge it before God. They see no
need for Christ, or for living a sanctified and ydéife. And when they are finally hounded by
the church for their wicked life they, in angerafle the church—usually along with their
parents—for discipline. And in anger they leave tthurch and forsake God and Jesus
Christ. Fathers, mothers, provoke not your chiideewrath!

But rather bring them up, raise them, inrheture and admonition of the Lord. This is the
positive injunction of God’s Word here. This isstlvay we teach our children to be good
members of the church.

Nurture, here, refers to the actions of mo#red father. They must in every way teach their
children to lead a disciplined and godly life. FHiegins with a godly example. When father
and mother are seen living in communion with Gdant believing children seek to do the
same. When | say this, dear readers, | mean #rah{s may not simply go through the motions,
simply go through some outward check-list of thingsught to do as a parent. That is not
enough. Our actions must come from a life thapisnt in communion with God and with Jesus
Christ. | dwell with my children at home. | spetimie with them. | am with them in my rising
up and in my lying down. | am there as a parenariswer the questions of life when my
children are ready to ask them. | show a realraistein their life. When | send them off to
school, then | am deeply aware that in this arddegftoo, | must lead my children to Christ, lest
they become discouraged. God must be taught in shelies. | desire that for them. | want
that for them. | will seek out a place for thememnthey can receive such godly education and
not cast my children as sheep before the wolvdss i§ bringing them up in the nurture of the
Lord. Every action | take as a parent will haverapact on how my children will view life as a
whole and, more specifically, view their placehe thurch.

As my children grow older, | will reason withem and direct them into making wise
decisions in order to be a good member of the thwieere they are. All the while, in all of this,
| will keep my eye focused on the spiritual gohting up my children to be good citizens in the
kingdom of heaven. Encouragement, tenderness—dare also chastisement, firmness, and
steadfastness—all to shape and mold our childrebetdruitful in Christ's kingdom. The
children of believers are the church of the nextegation, but only when nurtured in the fear of
the Lord. Or they will walk away from the churcln@n they are provoked to wrath.

Not only must we nurture our children in fiear of the Lord, but we must admonish them in
that way.

The term “admonition” points us to the neégarents to teach and instruct their children in
the ways of God and their place in the churchtrirsion starts in little ways, when our children
are very young. Already by two or three, childaae able to sing a song or even memorize a
simple Bible passage. Godly parents will alsotseiéthat this instruction continues to develop



as our children develop. Parents ought not todogusck to give the schooling of their little
children to another. The home must shape and theldspiritual values.

The church helps parents in this instructiost, only in the preaching on Sunday but also in
the catechism room. This is what God’s Word me@mesn it speaks of bringing our children up
in the admonition of the Lord. When our childrere grepared to learn the math, history,
sciences, and languages, parents will prepare thetheir place in this world. This admonition,
too, must be that of the Lord. This is why Chastischools are established—to teach our
children that even in their various studies anddan@cs God is Lord over all. Such instruction
ought to lead our children to Jesus Christ andskigereign rule at God'’s right hand.

Our admonition, too, must always serve tonmvaur children from ways of wickedness,
displeasing to the Lord. They must be told of giejr sin. They must be admonished for their
sin and directed in the way of sorrow and repergankhey must be taught as well the beauty of
belonging to the church. Every effort must be bentlirect our children in the ways of the
Lord. The purpose, the goal, the desire of batigyarents is so, so, so much different from that
of unbelieving parents.

This then will be the fruit of such instruanti of children. Obedience. | know that God does
not work by His Spirit and grace in the heart oégvone of the children of the church. | know
that even when trained properly there will be at@idwho rebel and who will walk away from
the church and the cause of Christ in this worlthough this may happen to some of the
children, nevertheless, God’s promise to belieypagents always remains true: He will save in
our generations by using the means of godly parents

That is why we say that obedience is the fofiiheeding the command of this verse. God
will work in the hearts of our children obediencefather and mother. When parents do their
job, then children will respond accordingly. Arat makes for an orderly home and family.

But there is more. The fruit of proper tiag of children will result in faithfulness to the
church of Jesus Christ. Children will take thecpl®af their parents in the church and will carry
on the cause of Christ in the generations to coiey will become good members and some of
them good officebearers in the church. The chwidhgrow from within unto the full stature of
the fullness of Christ. We pray for that fruitanr homes and families.

Let us close in prayer.

Our Father and our God, we are thankful forllomes and families. And as parents, we are
thankful for our children. We are thankful, Fathfer the place that Thou hast given us together
with our children in the church. Give unto us asgmts the grace to train our children in the fear
of Thy name. Forgive us in our weakness and awg. sbtrengthen us that we might properly do
our calling as parents. Wilt Thou bless us in thsy and cause Thy church to grow and to
prosper in this world. For Jesus’ sake, Amen.
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Dear Radio Friends,

Life is multifaceted and varied. For a child amwit is so simple and uncomplicated. Not so
for an adult. There are not only relationshipghe home and in the church, but outside these
spheres of life there are those of government antkty as well. Every one of us who goes off
to work according to God’s command to labor is conted with this sphere of life too. So the
apostle Paul, in the passage before us, addresstteeaimportant area of our lives. We read in
Ephesians 6:5-9:

Servants, be obedient to them that are your mastsrding to the flesh, with fear and
trembling, in singleness of your heart, as untoisthnot with eye-service, as men-pleasers;
but as the servants of Christ, doing the will ofddoom the heart; with good will doing
service, as to the Lord, and not to men: knowiraj thatsoever good thing any man doeth,
the same shall he receive of the Lord, whetherénbdnd or free. And, ye masters, do the
same things unto them, forbearing threatening: wkmg that your Master also is in heaven;
neither is there respect of persons with him.

| realize that it may not seem as if thisga@e has much to do with our modern society, in
which slavery has been abolished. It may seenfi Raul is addressing something that is time-
dated and culturally-conditioned and, really, hathimg to do with us today. It is true, too, that
instruction given to slaves and masters does mettlly address itself to present circumstances in
our society. But the instruction of this passegthe Word of God and is profitable for the
instruction of God’s people in every age. We Miid that the master-slave relationship has
been replaced by the employer-employee relationshipur modern society. How this has
become true we will consider in a moment when arplg these verses. But certainly, we
receive some all-important instruction as to a whatea of our lives that consumes many a
waking hour. And it is good sound instruction,.too

Believers in the church are taught in thissage how to perform their earthly, secular labors
in a godly way. This is the calling of men in ttieurch. Even though the sphere of labor is not
a church-related matter, the life of Christ haseveed oumwholelives—all the relationships of
life are affected by our salvation. Obedience tal@lays an important role in every area of the
believer’s life.

We can be thankful that we live in a freeistyc We, too, in the beginnings of our country,
saw our share of slavery and the horrible atrcxitiat it caused. That is what it was like in the
Greek/Roman culture. Though there were also teeseants that served in the capacity of hired
help, Paul does not address them as such in tlevsesv He addresses servants who were
slaves. These men and women were kept in bondagéfd. They were owned by other
people. The rule unbelieving masters exercisetthah day was little different than in the early
days of our own nation. They handled their slaieas brute beasts. They would abuse them,
even kill them, with no fear that the law would ¢hdhem accountable for what they did. They
beat them. They threw them in hold. They bredrntlas if they were not human beings at all but
a piece of property right along with the rest aditHivestock.



An additional problem was the number of stavespecially that a rich man might have
owned. He might have many of them to run his bessnor work in his fields. And for that
reason he had to be careful. He often ruled larges! with an iron hand, with a system of harsh
punishments to hold his slaves in check and fdreetinto submission.

The apostle Paul does not deal with the isdusgavery itself here. He only deals with a
reality that was present in the culture in which Ephesian believers found themselves. In my
personal estimation, such slavery is sin. Yet Gaford here simply deals with the reality of
slavery in Grecian society. He did so becaus¢éedged God to save in Christ both masters and
also slaves. God is no respecter of persons. MkEawes, as well as masters, were brought to
conversion and were members of the church.

The sins involved in this type of system alidr become glaring. Masters, in an attempt to
maintain their authority, treated their slaves met and sinful ways. We read of their
“threatening,” in verse 9 of our text. We haveealty spoken of some of the ways that these
threatening were administered. These were sinhenpart of the master. But then, unbelief
reveals itself in all manner of sin. Masters albugeir authority. The authority God had given
them in the realm of labor was used for their owriut ends and to achieve their own greedy
goals. So there was sin on the part of the masters

But there was also sin on the part of thesedaor servants. Such conditions breed
rebellion. And this happened, too, frequently. hajppy slaves would abandon their work and
flee like the slave Onesimus who fled from Philemo8laves would become lazy and
unproductive. When the master or his paid overageee not around, the slaves would sit down
on the job and do very little in the way of wor®ther slaves joined together in uprisings against
their masters, killing those that the master haatgad over them. And, if possible, even killing
the master himself. In times of rebellion and édtagainst their master they would rape and kill
even the family of their master. In this wholelneaf life, therefore, was to be found anger and
hatred and rebellion.

As | mentioned earlier, we have much to l@nkful for that such slavery is not a part of our
society anymore. Slavery was abolished a long ige But there is a realm of life today that
indeed relates to the problems and sins of this @dsire. This is the sphere of labor. In our
modern form of labor there are employers who he@egpe for a fee to perform various labors for
them; and there are employees who are the peaéd. hEince the employer owns the company
and does the hiring, he is in a position of autlyan the workplace. This has not changed. God
still ordains the powers that be. He has ordathedh in the home, church, and government; and
He has also ordained authority in the realm of tabwat is, the work-force. And many of the
same abuses found in an unbelieving master-sldaoreship can be found in the unbelieving
sphere of employment today. The employer can ahisgosition by paying his employees
poor wages so that they are unable to support tvair families. In the past, employers forced
people to work in the poorest and most dangerousiark conditions. At one time in our
country, small children were forced to work in arde earn enough for their families. These
abuses were the reason for the rise of unionsricauntry. The employer can let his power go
to his head and constantly rail upon his workeis @@at them as if they are nothing more than
animals or, at least, a lower class of citizenship.

So, all of these sins of the past can suriia¢ke workplace of today, too. Or the same sins
of the past can characterize #maployeess well. In fact, employers today are often fdrie
give in to unjust demands of employees, much todbefusion of the order that God has



established in the workplace. Employees becomg. ladnd when their employer or their
supervisor is not around, they will sit around aadvery little productive work. They will steal
from the employer. They will refuse to put in aodaday’s labor. And, especially, they will fall
to do this cheerfully. They have rights, so thay!sSo much of the workforce has become like
that in our modern society. The hands of the eggsl@are tied by all kinds of labor laws that
make profitable employment almost impossible. Bngncases in our modern society, the wages
and benefits demanded by employees are so ounefthiat companies are going bankrupt,
unable to afford to pay their employees what thesnand. And if employees do not get what
they want, then, in rebellion, they walk off théjoThey even stand in the way of those who still
want to put in a good day’s work.

Rebellion fills the workforce of today. Aitds as glaring as was the sin of the slaves én th
past. So, the Word of God before us today is,adde&ery timely. It is not simply conditioned
for the culture then, but has much to say to yalirme as members of the church today.

Because sin enters into this relationshigifef the Word of God here admonishes and
instructs both masters and servants. There is baaaitiful truth that shines through these
admonitions. These masters and their slaves betbig Christ. The end of verse 5 says to
servants: “as unto Christ.” Verse 6 instructas the servants of Christ.” Verse 7: “as to the
Lord.” Verse 9: “your Master also is in heaverlhese are all references to Christ. It ought to
be clear, then, that Paul is talking to believefhiese were new believers, from among the
Gentiles. They knew the culture. They were a paitthe culture of master-slave
relationships. There were slaves and mastersheget the very congregation of Ephesus. But
the point is, these slaves and masters in thevpa® guilty of the same sins that characterized
other masters and slaves. But now they had beéweds from these sins. They must
understand that their lives in every sphere of lié&&l become renewed by means of their own
salvation.

Believers are different. And they act diffietly than unbelievers. This was true as husbands
and wives and parents and children in the homet tlds was likewise true of their place in
society at large. These saints, all of them, haat become subject to their Lord and Master,
Jesus Christ. He ruled in their hearts. He dedgdéhem from the clutches of sin and unbelief
and put a new heart in them—a heart that was sutgeChrist. They had become His willing
slaves. Now Christ, through His Spirit, ruled eit hearts, leading them in a different direction
than they were used to in the past. Paul saysetm in verse 6: “you are the servants or slaves
of Christ.” In verse 7 he tells them again thaythvith good will did service as to the Lord and
not to men. All this because, by means of salmatibeir whole life had been changed. They
were now to view their place in labor in an altdggtdifferent way.

Again, it is no different today. What istlitat motivates us as believers now in the whole
realm of labor? Selfishness and greed, self-sgekiml self-satisfaction, thinking of me and my
rights as an employer or an employee? Is thay theé spirit that governs believers in today’s
society? Of course not. God’'s people seek to hio will of Christ with obedience and
cheerfulness. We view authority differently thased the unbeliever. All authority and power is
given by God. He is the Master. He places someauthority and others under that
authority. He creates employment and sets up ah sphere employers and employees. We
understand that all of this is from God. Such klealge definitely affects what we do as
employers and those who are given a position ofl@yngent. Faith in Jesus Christ will make us
good employers, who treat our help fairly and hdgesvith gentle firmness. And Christians,



believers, will be the hardest workers found in eaciety. Believers will work hard and give
their all to their employer. Laziness? That isign of unbelief. But the point is, before we
move along, everything we do, we do for Christ. $&ek to please Him who is our Master.

By and large, these verses are addressddviessor servants. This is probably true because
the ratio of servants to masters in the churchgraater than the other way around. The same is
true in the church today. The admonition to emeésyis very simple: obey. God has placed
employers over you in the workforce, so obey. Stigourselves to their will.

What if this employer is unfair and even vadR Peter tells us in | Peter 2:18 and 19 (and
maybe we should all read that chapter sometimd)mgueven to the froward, that is, to the
wicked. Employees are commanded to obey their @pepl not so much for his sake, but for
Christ’'s sake. Paul adds these qualifiers to salmdience: 1) with fear and trembling; 2) in
singleness of your heart; 3) not with eye-serveenan-pleasers; 4) with good will.

With fear and trembling is the first qualifieThis does not mean that employees must cower
in fright beneath their bosses. But rather, theystnwith lowliness and reverence, bow before
the authority of those whom God has placed ovemth@hey may not rise up in pride and
haughtiness and disrespect against their employthiose placed in supervision over them.

On the other hand, they must obey with simgds of heart, that is to say, they must obey in
simplicity, not connive and plot and wiggle outtbings, not try through deceit to get away with
as much as possible. When working for another wstraxert all that is within us to do what we
are told to do and do it to the best of our ahilifyhat ought to be our one single motive.

Not with eye-service as men-pleasers. Thekmace is filled with this type of people. We
live in a dog-eat-dog world. Everyone is willing trample on another in order to gain more
power or prestige in the company’s eye. Men will tb make others look bad in order to be
more pleasing to their employer, or do things exi@ because they are simply doing an honest
day’s labor, but because they want to look goodrider to get promoted. They are men-
pleasers. No, Paul says, you work because youtwiptease Christ, your Lord and Master.

Then, finally, we labor with good will. Obarse. We seek to do our master or employer
good. We do not seek to do him evil. A believargployee must always seek the good of his
employer. When we work for someone, we always sdekt is best for the company and what
will help the whole succeed. That is letting oight shine in the midst of a world of the
darkness of sin. That is how we witness to othdrg-eur actions.

There is one here in Ephesians 6 dedicatedatsters or employers. This injunction comes
to employers who are in Christ, remember. Whattraugodly master do with those who work
for him? On the one hand he must forbear threagenHe must not be a harsh, cruel man, who
is always placing unjust demands on his employaddlgen threatens to fire them if they do not
meet his expectations. He must not constantlyabeg on his employees and treating them as
if they were a lower class of people. Mastersrapleyers, beware. Your Master in heaven is
watching over you! And you must give an accounHim. Your Master in heaven sees how
you deal with those who work for you. An employeust be kind and gentle toward his help—
not soft, mind you, so that the help runs all othex top of him. He is the authority in his
business. No doubt about that! But he must detd his employees in a fair way and in a
friendly way, being honest with them in his demarahgl paying them according to their
needs. This is the calling of a believing employemaster.



And this, too, is a witness to those who wiarkhim. Actions in the workplace speak louder
than words.

The reward is also spoken of in connectiothwlaves. We read in verse 8: “Knowing that
whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same lsha#iceive of the Lord, whether he be bond
or free.” When we do good in the work to which aee called, we receive good of the
Lord. Oh, it may be that employees will not getrbecause of such obedience. But the good
we receive is in the life to come, and that from lhaster who is in heaven.

Neither does God give us the reward of hedemauseve have done these good
things. The reward we receive of our Master istf@ work He has performed in us by His
grace. Nevertheless, this does not make the releasdrewarding. When an employee serves
his employer well, then his reward is great. Whenemployer treats his employee well, then
great is his reward, too. Whether a person is bondfree, it does not make any
difference. Great will be our reward in heaven.

We see what wonderful encouragement theses@ive to us in a major area of our lives. It
serves to bring the employer down from his loftsga and it serves to bring the employee up in
his position. They are on a par in the church ianthith. They recognize that in the church,
too. And they live at peace with each other theomoring each other in the place that God has
given them in the workforce. In every area of life are directed by this life of Christ, inside the
church, inside our homes and families, but outsidg too. We thank Him for His grace shown
us in our lives, transforming them that we mighelfor Him.

Let us come before God in prayer.

Our Father who art in heaven, we are thantkfal Thou hast redeemed us from sin and that
Thou art a God who has worked within us by Thy Egirat we might walk in holiness before
Thee. May we be holy in our homes and familiesayMve be holy in the church as we live
together with our fellow saints. But may this Ineés extend outside of these spheres, too, so
that it might reveal itself in the way that we worWhether we are an employer or an employee,
may we work unto Thee and may we give a good adaofunurselves before our Master who is
in heaven. Bless us, therefore, in Thy grace. pvdg this for Christ’'s sake, Amen.
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Dear Radio Friends,

We have received in our last several broadcastorntapt instruction concerning various
relationships of life—that of husbands and wivekijldten and parents, and servants and
masters. We have found that, as believers, oulwezinn these relationships must be radically
different from that of those who are still lostunbelief. There is a horrible breakdown of our
society because unbelief has ruined these reldijpsis Believers in the church, however, are
those in whom the Spirit of Christ works and whwerefore, must lead godly, sanctified lives in
these relationships. In other words, the holydifehe child of God will reveal itself by the way
he lives both in his home and in society. He wit walk as others. His life will reveal itself to
others in his marriage, in the way he raises higlien, and in the workplace.

In concluding this letter to the EphesianrchuPaul gives one final admonition. We read of
that in Ephesians 6:13:

Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of Godt te may be able to withstand in the
evil day, and having done all, to stand.

This is the verse that we consider today.

There is a reason why Paul gives this fimhanition to the church of Ephesus. All along
Paul had made the Ephesian church deeply awahe girincipal difference between believers in
the church and the unbelieving wicked world. Gad Bhown these Gentile believers the beauty
of His grace in grafting them into His family andusehold together with the saints of the Old
Testament. But that is no little thing. The warksalvation creates a spiritual gulf between
those who are in Christ and those who are yetitosin. The wicked are children of darkness;
believers are children of the light. This diffecenis noticeable. It is seen. It is apparent to
everyone. ltis evident in the way the believees in his home and in society.

Such a difference creates tension, even aiiynat times toward the church and her
members. And the result is spiritual warfare. Dwevil and his angels seek to overthrow the
church. And since Satan is the prince of this djohle uses the wicked world in an attempt to
destroy the church. For that reason, there isréusgd battle going on. And in that battle we are
called to take unto ourselves the whole armor ofl Go order to withstand Satan and our
enemies.

The church of Christ lives in the evil dayhose four words “in the evil day,” found in the
verse we consider, present us with the reason wd tetake to ourselves the whole armor of
God. We live in the evil day.

There are those who contend that there cae=tain day in the future—an evil day—in
which the church will be called to fight a horril@arthly battle against her enemies. In that day
the foes of Christ and His church will gather tdgetto launch a ferocious attack on the church
in order to destroy it. We will be called by Gadthat day to fight an earthly warfare in an
attempt to defend the church from harm and destmuctThe church, it is said, will win that



earthly battle. The evil day, according to sucheav, is a day that is still coming. It is a futur
event.

But that is not the idea of the term “daytdn@ this verse. The verses surrounding our text
speak of a battle that is taking place right noet,in the future. Right now we wrestle with our
enemies. Further, we learn that we do not fighthviiesh and blood. The battle we wage
presently is a highly spiritual battle that is fhtigagainst powers in high places. So Paul does
not refer by the term “day” here to some futuregtior some earthly battle that we are going to
fight. Rather, he refers to certain days or tinmethe life of a child of God when he is called to
confront temptations and trials. There are momdhtye are seasons, there are days in which
the spiritual battle we fight is fierce. When tlity comes, Paul says, we must be able to take
up the armor of God to do battle with our enemies.

The key here lies in that word “evil.” Thatord literally means “full of trouble and
hardships.” One cannot help but be reminded oft\Wiaall writes to Timothy: “In the last days,
perilous times shall come.” We live during thosggl days that are evil. During these last days,
there are times in our lives as saints that wecabed to fight tough spiritual battles. We are
tempted by Satan and the world. The wickednesshisf world bombards us from every
direction. In that day, we are called to fight.islan evil day. It is a day of battle. And tbat
reason we are called to equip ourselves with th@evarmor of God.

The question is, of course, what is it thatkes these days so hard and troublesome? We
realize there are various reasons that can makg audl for us. It might be sickness, or physical
affliction. It may be that an accident has caugeeéf and hurt or that financially we are
wanting. There are many different calamities timaty befall us that would result in an evil
day. But this is not what Paul refers to in thasgage.

We face the evil day, hardships and troulleen Satan and his wicked henchmen assail us
in our lives. Notice at the beginning of this \emse consider, the term “wherefore.” We are
called to put on the armor of God because of whail Pas just described for us in verse
12. And this is what he has described: “we weestht against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rutdrshe darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places.” Wherefore, that isaccount othat, we put on the armor of God.

We put on the armor in order that we mighthatand the wiles of the devil. The battle we
fight against principalities and powers definitesywhat makes the day evil. We fight against
the rulers of darkness, against spiritual wickedrieshigh places. Satan and his massive force
of fallen angels make up a formidable foe. Togetthey form a powerful, well-organized
army. We sometimes have a far too simplistic pecin our minds of how Satan works. Verse
12 of this chapter reminds us that Satan and lgslarare a trained military force. Satan stands
at its head with principalities and powers undan.hiThese all lead the forces of evil in this
world.

Imagine that, if you can! The army of deviainst which we fight—that is
frightening! Satan has been cast into this wond ke is angry with the woman, the church. He
seeks to destroy her. And he uses the wicked wantdind us to accomplish his wicked
ends. The wicked world closes in around the churthe sins of society and its humanistic
philosophy press in upon the church. Because warambers of our society and world, the
child of God can easily fall prey to their sins—aim, gambling, drunkenness, adultery,
sodomy, just to name a few, are issues that hawenibe non-issues with the wicked



world. These sins are no longer even viewed asAid the person who stands up against them
is mocked and ridiculed.

Not only are these sins accepted in socimtythe governments of this world are attempting
to force the believer to give his approval to thelraul is right. We live in perilous times. The
days are evil. Who is able to avoid that evil dag@lievers face that evil day time and time
again.

Then, to make matters all the harder, we fintla few Christian churches going along with
many of the sins of this world. Not only are mamurches today filled with apostasy, but God’s
commandments are scorned. The Christian churchdywbrseems, has as a whole turned its
back on the truth of God’s Word. The lie is pass#das truth. What a generation or two ago
the churches in general maintained as godly liviag now fallen by the wayside. Instead, if a
church abides uncompromising by God’s Word and camdments, it is now labeled as
legalistic and judgmental. Anything may go todday.the church!

Have you been called to stand in the evifddayave. Many times over. Who can avoid it
in this world? Neither must we be deceived intokimg that the battle we wage is not all that
evil, that is, not all that hard and troublesonitow easy it becomes for us to coast and think
everything is going well. But the battle we fightolves our souls. Satan is not interested in
our bodies. He is interested in destroying the d¢if Christ that is in us. And that, because his
battle is ultimately aimed at destroying the caamsd kingdom of Christ. Satan wants to be
God. He wants to rule the nations. He wants &irdg the name of Jehovah in this earth. He
desires to destroy those who belong to God andgosJChrist.

But this destruction is not a physical desion. Although there are times Satan levels
persecution against the church, his most effeeti@apon is prosperity and the many temptations
such prosperity places before you and me. He thgesase in which we live, when it seems we
get along well with the wicked of this world in oecmmforts. He uses the media, politics, art and
culture, technology, the apostate church, and wiatelse you might think of to change the
values and priorities of God’s people. Slowly, rege slowly, he works. He does not do his
work in one generation, but over the course of dvgenerations. He is shrewd. He slowly
changes the thinking of the church and its members.

Evil days are upon us, dear reader. Goddpleemust be able to stand when confronted with
the evil day. This is why we must take to us thle armor of God. That is the requirement of
every believer. Take unto you the whole armor ofi(Paul says.

We all know what armor is. In Paul’'s daypdabefore and even long after Paul’'s day, wars
were not fought with bullets and canons, with afcand bombs, and so on. Wars were fought
in hand-to-hand combat. Soldiers would use swords<es or bludgeons. The only weapon not
used in hand-to-hand combat were arrows shot meagank and file of armies to kill them from
a distance. In order to withstand these weaponkeoenemy, soldiers dressed themselves in a
metal suit from head to foot and carried with theeshield together with their weapon.

The armor the Christian is called to put orihis spiritual battle is the armor of God. This
armor, quite obviously, was not made of metalis & spiritual armor designed by God Himself
to protect and defend the child of God from theaks of a spiritual enemy. Paul goes into
detail in the verses following our text, describitg various pieces of spiritual armor we are
called to wear. Now, we do not intend to desctitz armor in detail. But we do need to take a
brief look at it to understand the verse that westtder today.



In verses 14-17 Paul lists for us, first bf the defensive parts of the armor: the maitigr

of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, thatsabor foot guard of the gospel of peace, the
shield of faith, and the helmet of salvation. Qm&ly, much of the battle against Satan in this
world is defensive. Believers are constantly, méssly under attack and must protect
themselves from the temptation to turn away froen ¢hoss of Christ. To do this, we must be
equipped with truth, righteousness, the gospel e#cp, faith, and salvation. With these the
Christian soldier is able to stand against theitsiair attacks of Satan and the temptations of this
wicked world.

The only piece of armor listed here thatllleever uses to attack Satan in this world is the
sword of the Spirit. This sword is the Word of Gotlhe Word of God goes forth conquering
and to conquer. Through the preaching of that WbedSpirit has broken down kingdoms and
nations and brought people unto submission to JEswist. With the Word, the kingdoms of
this world have become the kingdoms of Christ. &ka ourselves, therefore, with the Word of
God. And through the study of God’'s Word, we mkisep on sharpening the edge of that
sword. This is the spiritual armor that will deflems against Satan in the evil day.

In that day of temptation, we will be ablerasist Satan only if we are equipped with this
armor. Otherwise we will fall. If we, in our pedthink we are able to stand against him in our
own strength, we will fall before him. We will gavin to temptation and sin. That comes as a
warning to the members of the church. When wegride, fail to read God’s Word and pray,
when we fail to sit under the preaching of the gbsihen we cast aside that armor.

And when we scorn that armor, as if it islesg, we will walk in the ways of sin. We are not
some spiritual superman or superwoman who has tiemgsth to withstand Satan on our
own. Let us not be so proud to think we can ddMhen we expose ourselves to the sins of this
world, we are taunting Satan and he will pouncei®@and rip us to shreds. He is much stronger
than we are.

We must be clothed with the armor of God bseait is God’s armor. And, therefore, the
command of our text: “Take unto you,” or, in vefise “Put on the whole armour.” The child
of God must take this armor of God to himself and i on. Yes, this does take conscious
activity. We must pick it up and put it on. Bekes are the redeemed children of God, after
all. Christ works in their hearts by His Spirithey have been renewed in the image of God, in
righteousness, holiness, and the true knowledgeoof The reprobate, unbelieving man surely
would not be able to heed this command of ScriptuBat Paul is addressing those who are
redeemed in the blood of Christ, those who arensked and made holy. The command comes to
those who are saved. And it says to us: “Takgotoselves this armor.” We must consciously
appropriate to ourselves the spiritual blessingsabfation. We must hold dear to ourselves the
truth. We must value righteousness and peace. m&t go forth in faith. We must know our
Bibles. We must take up this armor and wear iherm we will be able to withstand the fiery
darts of the devil.

We must constantly be putting on this armbtany are the evil days when Satan attacks
us. Each time we must defend ourselves by weahag armor. And we must wear all of
it. “Take unto you the whole armor of God,” we #o#d in this verse. If we were to leave just
one piece on the ground, then we will not be ablstand against the attacks of Satan. Each
piece is vital for our warfare. If you find youealosing the fight, well, check your gear. When
fully equipped with all the pieces of the armor, ae able to withstand the attacks of Satan



because it is, after all, the armor of God. He tiassen it for us. He has tempered it in the
furnace of the cross. He has beaten it and shiapgdhe work of the Spirit.

We must be wise and take it to ourselvesrmeustanding its value. It is worth more than its
weight in gold to a soldier of Christ because thegoChrist paid to temper it is eternal.

That, then, is the armor of God. That mehas it will accomplish God’s purpose for us in
our lives. This we find at the end of the verseasasider. We will be able to withstand in the
evil, and having done all, to stand.

We receive such great assurance in theseswdihen we take up that armor, we will be
able to withstand our enemies. We will be ablstemd over against the spiritual attacks of the
mightiest of our foes—even Satan himself. We tlable to defend ourselves.

Does this make the battle any easier orflesse? Not at all. It is hard to stand firm hret
faith always and ever. And it is so easy to groeawy in the battle and wander out into the
battlefield unprotected. But, equipped with Chsistghteousness and with truth and faith, we
can withstand the temptations of this wicked wondle are given the strength of Christ Himself
to do this. There is the power and the strengthimeein the battle—Christ’s strength. We can
do all things through Christ who strengthens us.

Then there is added: “and having done @altand.” This makes reference to the end of our
battle. The evil day we confront is every day.t Buthe end, when our earthly battle is over, we
will receive the victory. We will look over the tileground of our lives trembling, weary, ready
to lay down our armor. But we will see the armidslesus Christ standing victorious by our
side. And a shout will go up. The bodies of tleensenemies will be found at our feet. Having
done all, we will be standing.

We have been protected by the armor of Gafthat incentive to put on that armor. What a
victory will be ours. Christ will come and defeair foes in the final day, and we will stand in
that day. And then we will hear the cry of Isa#h2: “Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem and
cry unto her that her warfare is accomplished, tieatiniquity is pardoned; for she hath received
of the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.” Whablessed day that will be when we can take off
that armor at last. And we will live in peace Ivat eternal land of rest called Beulah.

Let us pray.

Father in heaven, we thank Thee for Thy Wtoday. And we thank Thee for the
opportunity of studying that Word also as we reedivt throughout the letter of Paul to the
Ephesians. Wilt Thou bless this Word now unto loearts, too, that we might truly be soldiers
of Jesus Christ who fight the good fight of faitlkeep us now in Thy grace, for Jesus’
sake. Amen.



