THE REFORMED WITNESSHOUR
July 1, 2012 Thewer of the Pulpit

No. 3626 Rev. Carl Haak

Dear radio friends,

Today we come to Nehemiah 8 in our series on ta@fiNehemiah. We have seen that
Nehemiah has worked diligently under God’s blessind that the walls of Jerusalem are now
built and things are put in order. In chapter 8ame going to see the blessing of God.

Nehemiah, as we saw last week, set thingsdar within the city of Jerusalem, established
clear priorities, and God, now, blesses these ¢hing

Chapter 8 in the book of Nehemiah is rediky lhigh-water mark of spirituality in the book of
Nehemiah. Itis a great revival and a great awiakeof God’s people. It is, in many ways,
unique in the Old Testament, for there were fewesiraf such spirituality, such God-awareness,
such thirst for the Word of God. Not since theorafation during the time of king Josiah (the
last God-fearing king of Judah), when a great Rasdeast was celebrated, had such spirituality
been evidenced among God'’s people as the spititublt we will see in Nehemiah 8. The next
great spiritual revival for the church will realye the day of Pentecost that was 400 years ahead.

We read, “And all the people gathered thexmesetogether as one man into the street that
was before the water gate (a broad, spacious placd)they spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring
the book of the law of Moses.” This is the firshé in the book of Nehemiah that the people
take the initiative, that they do something voluitya That happened because God was working
among them. By His Holy Spirit and through thei@ares they come forth and they say, “We
want the Scriptures to be opened to us. We wagitioer together. We want fellowship around
the Word of God.”

Nehemiah had labored. He had come into dkmmsresolved to put things back in their
place, to labor for the well-being of the peoplezafd. He had labored faithfully, but it is God
who now blesses, by stirring up the hearts of Hisgbe under all of these things.

But what is it that He worked in them? Amg should ask, through what does He do this
work? What is the instrument that He uses? Wieatlbes is create a great spiritual awakening
in their hearts and souls. What was the instrufhdnttoday’s terms, what was the technique?
What was behind it? What was the power of thigitsiil awakening? We read that it was a
pulpit of wood behind which a man stood and opehedScriptures.

Let us pay attention to the narrative of ¢eap for a few moments.



We read that the people gathered togethénefirst day of the new year, which was a very
important day in which they celebrated their detarese from captivity. They gathered
themselves together, with no prompting. But th&iSgf God worked among them as they
contemplated all that the Lord had done for th@e walls are up, things are in order, God has
richly blessed and shown His power through muci &mnd many obstacles. Now they will
gather to seek His blessing for the days thatao®me.

We read that there were trumpets callingp@ple together. Scripture associates the trumpet
with victory and being summoned to the final vigtat Christ’s return. When Christ shall come,
the trumpets shall sound. We read that they cagettier then on the first day of the seventh
month (or what was for them the most important Jimehey came together as one man in the
unity of the body of Christ. The work of God hadtad them. The determined leadership of
Nehemiah had inspired them. The trials and th@siipn from their enemies had forged them
into one mind. They do not gather out of selfyiett. They do not come to this service asking,
“What is in this for me? Who is there for me? \Whdl |, first of all, get out of this?” But they
came in the unity of the Spirit and in the bondCbfist, for the work had swallowed up petty self-
interest and self-seeking.

That is always the case, you know. Our hunauare is so self-seeking, so individualistic.
But when Christ works in us, He works in us to gee great thing: the church, the gospel of
Christ, the truth of Christ crucified. And therh@n you see that, you set other things aside. You
lay down things that are in comparison unimportafau forget your own self-importance in the
light of the work of the church of Jesus Christ.

Paul says in Philippians 1:27, “Only let yaanversation be as it becometh the gospel of
Christ: that whether | come and see you, or eésaldsent, | may hear of your affairs, that ye
stand fast in one spirit, with one mind strivingether for the faith of the gospel.”

And they spake, we read, to Ezra the scold®ing out the book. Ezra the scribe had been
ministering among them for at least 13 years. BelMehemiah came back he had faithfully
brought the Word of God through much discourageraadtwas confronted by many sins and
weaknesses among the people. After 13 years,diesi® see the fruit of his ministry. They
say, “Ezra, bring out the Word of God. We havensgkthat has happened now under the
leadership of Nehemiah. We are gathered togethhisaoccasion with one mind and one heart.
Ezra, bring the Word.”

So we read in verse 4 that a pulpit of wo@s wade for the purpose. It was elevated on a
platform with six fellow Levites on his right hamehd seven on his left hand and Ezra standing
behind the pulpit. He opens the book. And theppeave read, arise. They stand up, we read,
(now note these words), from morning till mid-dayor 3-4 hours the people stand attentively.
Children with parents. And from behind a pulpgythear the Word of God.

Verses 7 and 8 furnish us with more detailsere was evidently another group of Levites
among the people, who caused the people to unddrtta law. That is, after Ezra had read, they
went among them and said, “Do you understand tRai3ou know what that means?” And there
was an outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The Spifgédsed and sanctified the Word in their hearts.



The Spirit moved among them to tremble and tolthntler the living Word of God, till at last they
all fell down in worship. 1 call that a reformatio | call that a spiritual awakening. | see thbee
power of the Holy Spirit through His Word to conyito produce true worship of God, all through
the power of the pulpit, all through the Word ofd3meing opened by one sent from God.

Do you understand the significance? Do yodeustand the significance for us in our day of
supposed liturgical renewal when we, supposedlth@shurch, know better than the church in
the past how to make real Christians? ... whenead of “catch the fire,” and “contemporary
vs. traditional worship™? Listen. This is God.odsays, “This is the way that | will build
spiritual faith—through the power of a pulpit, thgh a pulpit that expounds, preaches, declares,
testifies of the Word of God in Jesus Christ.”

In | Corinthians 2 Paul says that when heecamong them he did not use excellency of speech,
but he preached Christ crucified. “Christ senttangreach. The preaching of the cross is the power
of God unto salvation.” “Preach the word,” saysIRa Timothy (Il Tim. 4:2); for the Word of God
“is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any tvgeeldsword” (Heb. 4:12).

There are two things that stand out herest Bf all, the people’s attitude. That was crlcia
There was not simply good, faithful preaching. B&tt@ude was very important. And that is
very important for us to hear. The people werestimg and hungering for the Word of God.
They said to Ezra, “Bring the book. You brougte took, didn’t you? You didn’t bringime
magazine to reflect on social trends, or\ial Sreet Journal. You didn’t bring a book on the
lives of the rich and famous to give us a homibyiift us up out of the gloom, did you? No, you
brought the book, didn’t you? The pure milk of iWerd of God? That more sure and living,
that abiding Word? That Word that is able to giokvn into the soul and to tell us our inmost
thoughts? You brought the book, the Word?” Thewdered for the Word, from morning to
mid-day. They had a great appetite. The Spidtdraated in them a thirst for the Word of God.

Is that true of you? Do you look on Sundayrmmg to see to it that the pastor has his Bible?
And do you see that as he preaches he has thedllinbarked up? He has his “text,” but then he
brings out other Scriptures. He brings you toSbaptures and he lays forth to you the truths of
God for your soul. When you go to church, youraselooking for a basket of Easter eggs, are
you? You are not looking for a choir, are you?u¥ane not looking for some external dazzle, are
you? You are looking centrally for the Word, aceiynot? That Word, which is above all other
words the joy and the rejoicing of our hearts?

But to have that type of appreciation for pineaching of the Word of God, you will have to be
in the Word of God for six days a week. If allttlyau read is repair manuals and J.C. Penny
catalogs and sport pages, | doubt that you shaud hny strong desire to hear the Word of God
on Sunday. Children, did you know that if you ggayourself long enough you lose hunger
pains? You do not want to eat after a while, i yim not eat. You do not want to hear the Word
of God preached, if you do not read it yourself.

They revered the Word and they heard thatdMath reverence. There was a holy
reverence that fell upon them. It was not the “eirag, forced” type of spiritual joy. It was not
happy-clappy hour. It was not slap on the batkvals not turn and say “Howdy” to your



neighbor time. But it was a reverence of the hieasurthe Word of God. Everyone was filled
with thoughts of God, of the way of life, of the Vdoof the King, of the eternal truth. There was
no whispering, no fooling around under the Wordsofd. But with their posture and their
appearance, they said, “Truly God is in this pliackis most holy Word.”

And the ears of all the people, we read, va¢tientive unto the book of the law. The need
was so great. It brought such attention. Therge avaalertness. There was a hunger, a thirst, for
the Word.

The second thing that stands out, next tg#uple’s attitude, is the style of the pulpit loe t
style of the preaching. It was, first of all, esgiory preaching. Ezra opened up the meaning of
the Word of God in all sincerity and truth. It wast dull preaching. It was not mere fact
preaching. It was not math class. But as thatd¥auched the soul of the pastor, and he was
weary, he could no longer hold it in. So, we rehdy read in the book of the law distinctly and
gave the sense and caused them to understandatliege

Preaching blessed of the Holy Spirit is alsyd{ hus saith the Lord. Jehovah has spoken.
Will ye not hearken?” Preaching is always Acts3]lTeasoning from the Scriptures: Is not this
the Christ? The pastor must study the Word. Hstreeek to understand the Word. The duty of
your pastor is to study the Word to prepare goodnd sermons from it. He must not come to
you with new philosophies. He must not come widimsthing for itching ears, something that
he thinks is going to be palatable to man. He masshun to declare the full counsel of the
living Word of God. He may have many gifts of argt or he may lack gifts of oratory. But the
guestion is this: Does he bring the Word? If beg] then you are blessed.

But the preaching was not only expositotywads direct. It was convicting. We read thateEzr
caused the people to understand the law. He relstinctly. He caused them to understand the
reading. The Levites, further, were circulatingwse saw, among the people, seeking to make
clear to the people what God was saying to thehs i what that means for you now and for me
in our lives before God. The preaching was disinec It was not this way and then that way, but
it was the truth. It was convicting. It was brbtgt the level of understanding, the understanding
of the people. The preacher was not in a quarakaty what the Scriptures meant. He taught
them what it meant. And he directed it to theiderstanding, not first to their feelings. Blessed
by the Spirit, this Word of God convicted themlieit souls.

And then, the preaching was God-glorifyiriggra blessed the Lord, the great God. And all
the people said, “Amen,” we read in verse 6. Therarching thought, the dominant chord, the
impression that was left is “God is great, holy aederend in His name. Who would not fear
Thee, O King of nations?” There was an impressio@od and His majesty, God and His glory,
God and His immensity. The impression of the servihe impression of the preaching, was not
man, not even man in his need, not first, “How do wel teday, guys?” But the impression, that
which was first, was: God. And then, seeing Gildthe needs were met. Or those needs fell
away as unimportant before His throne.

Now that is what happened. That is how ravivas worked by the Holy Spirit among them
—through a pulpit and one who stood behind a palpd preached.



The result of that preaching was a convictbpersonal sin. That first—notly, butfirst.
There was a conviction of sin. We read in vers#&8r all the people wept, when they heard the
words of the law.” There was a deep, profound adion that could not be dodged, the arrow
of the Holy Spirit that could not be blunted—a sevrexpressive. As they came under the
evidences of God’s grace and faithfulness, theytbaw own sin. In the light of God’s Word
and God’s law, they came to an understanding af tven sin, an understanding that nothing
else could ever give to them of their sin. Theppgulad proclaimed the majesty of God. The
pulpit had been a window through which the glorycaid shown into their heart. And the first
result was that they cried out, “Woe is me, foml @a man of unclean lips,” as did Isaiah in
chapter 6 of Isaiah.

Now gauge the state of your heart. DoeS\Nbed of God function? Does it perform its first
and important function? Does it show you youraal your need and your sin? In Nehemiah'’s
day the people had been guilty of marrying heathiers, against which they had been warned
repeatedly. The claws of lust had sunk deeplytima souls. They were guilty of being
disconnected from their brothers. They were filleth apathy and indifference toward the needs
of one another. They were guilty of a hopelessness God’s cause. Before Nehemiah had
come, they could not get themselves to do anythivmw they are broken in heart.

Does the Word of God do that to you? Do gome to church and, under the Word of God,
see yourself? Not other men and women, but yduPs&o you say “I am that sinner. | am in
need of the washing of Christ’'s blood”?

The second effect of the preaching was catisol, or comfort in God. That also must and
always will follow. Nehemiah led the way. He gagritual counsel among the people as they
came under the conviction of sin. He did not s&yell, you should not worry so much about
your sin.” No, he brought the Word of God. Helttdiem that God had convicted them of their
sin, not so that they would be faced toward darkesl despair, but to point them, by faith, to
Him, God’s Son, who was given for them that thegimihave life. Nehemiah said among the
people, “Yes, you have looked into the mirror and ave seen a filthy thing within you. But
now we must look on, by faith through grace, uti® ¢ross of Jesus Christ.” The Word of God
was brought to console them.

Nehemiah put it beautifully (v. 10): “Thea baid unto them, ...neither be ye sorry; for the joy
of the LORD s your strength.” There | see a glimpse intotwhade Nehemiah the man that he
was. | see him counseling others along the liaetke would counsel himself. The joy of the Lord
is your strength. What made him so strong? Th@fdis God. This is your strength, this is your
safe place, this is your confidence—the joy ofltbed. It means the knowledge that the Lord
takes joy in you, thate are God’s joy and treasure, that the Lord takeasulre in His people.

That knowledge is our strength. Knowing God malepyful, yes. But knowing that God’s joy
is His church—that the Lord takes pleasure in Higgbe and will beautify the meek with
salvation. When it is declared to us that the Lwad loved us with an everlasting love, oh, that is
our strength—that the Lord takes joy in us in J&3usst.

Then the preaching enlivened hope. It broagdiving hope. The people gathered the next
day to hear more of the Word of God. They weregian abiding hope.



The Word of God must be preached in all otntith. Then the people of God are changed.
They are revived. They know their sin. They kribe grace of God. They are comforted.
They are given hope.

What do you want? What do you think life i¢?hat does your life center in? Does it center
in the church? Does it center in the Word of Gbd,sure Word? Long for that Word. Long
that that Word might ever remain among us, thatigtht be heard by hungry and thirsty hearts,
and that through the Word of God we might be broaglhis strength: that the Lord takes joy
in us in Jesus Christ.

Let us pray.

Father, we again thank Thee for the Wordyodand we pray that Thou wilt keep us
faithful to Thee. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



THE REFORMED WITNESSHOUR
July 8, 2012 Worshiping God in the Light of His @glmess

No. 3627 Rev. Carl Haak

Dear radio friends,

In our study of the book of Nehemiah, we saw las¢kvthat upon the completion of the walls of
Jerusalem, Nehemiah led the people in a greatakwa\spiritual awakening. This revival was
sparked and inspired by the preaching of the Wéf@am. Today we come to chapter 9 of
Nehemiah, which tells us of the further worships/gras that were held at that time.

The question that is confronting us todatheWord of God is this: What is the most
spiritually significant activity that you perforrmdhe earth? What is the most desired of God
from you? What is the most crucial for your spiaitlife? Think about that.

Is it what you do in your home? Is it, pgrbawhat you do in your society or in your
workplace? Is it, perhaps, your own private timherayer?

The answer of God is this: congregationaiship. The worship of the church is the most
significant activity performed by the child of God earth. That makes sense, Reformed sense,
biblical sense. The great work of God in timehis gathering of the church in Jesus Christ that
shall eternally worship and praise Him. The magtificant activity on earth, therefore, is when
the church, though it be in principle, worships Gddhe body of Jesus Christ is God’s church.
And this is the work of Christ: to gather that ottu God, in a special way, delights in the
gathering of His people to praise and worship Him.

What is most pleasing to God? Handel’'s M@ssta beautiful choral piece? Mountain
splendor? No. The Lord loves the praises of digpte.

As | said, the people of God, under Nehensiddardership, are now gathered in the worship
of the living God in our text, Nehemiah 9:1-31. ejthave come under the Word of God as it
has been sounded from a pulpit of wood. They ltanee humbled and burdened under their
sin. They have desired to separate themselvesdraorld of sin. We read, “They separated
themselves from all strangers,” that is, they wawdd join the world in what they were doing—
for we cannot worship God if our heart is joined aur life is compromised with the sin
worshiped in this world.

We learn in chapter 9 what took place inrtisrship, namely, that God’s goodness was
proclaimed to them. In the light of that goodnélksy saw what they were as sinners. And,
finally, they were renewed in that conviction oéithneed of the mercy of God. Reading
Nehemiah 9:1-31, we are taught that in worship &gdodness must be shown in order to show



our sin, so that we might be directed to His menegt renewed to praise and serve Him all our
days.

The sermon that day in Nehemiah'’s time cewltén declaring the goodness of God. The
people who came were deeply troubled over theg. sirhey had spent a week struggling.
Further, they lived in poverty. They had stresghanjob. They suffered under sins committed
against them and opposition directed toward themd tamptations were many to be
discouraged. And the message that they heard? Wésait that they needed to hear? We read
in verses 5 and 6 of Nehemiah 9: “Stand up anskhlee IORD your God for ever and ever: and
blessed be thy glorious name, which is exalted aladivblessing and praise. Thou, even thou,
art LorD alone.”

Now, we need to stop in our thoughts. Thaimds might have been running with their
problems and their needs and their difficulties Hredr hard situation. And the very first word
was: Stop! God is God. He is in His holy templet all the earth keep silence before Him!

You see, in true worship, we must first bafoonted with God. We read, “Enter into his
presence. Come ye before him.” When you go teathulo you think about everything and
everyone and all types of things except God? QDwtlink only of yourself? Worship is coming
into His presence. God is good in Himself.

We read again in verse 5: “Blessed be thyighs name.” This was the first thing they
heard in church, that God’s name was exalted ablb\®essing and praise. So good, so
glorious, is God, so filled with things to praitleat He is above praise. That is, He is even more
glorious than we can think or say. You praise samadfor pulling you out of a burning car, or
helping you study for an exam. You try to exprgsgr thanks and the person says, “Enough,
enough! You flatter me. You go beyond.” But sotin praising God. The reality of how good
and glorious God is is exalted above praise. Yay take the song of Miriam and Aaron at the
Red Sea, you may add David’s leaping with joy whertakes the ark to Jerusalem, then you
may combine the glorious chorus of heaven right befere the throne of God: Hallelujah, the
Lord God omnipotent reigneth —you may take it afléther, and the reality of how glorious
God is is above it. Itis above all that. You Wbhave to say, after listening to heaven’s
worship: “It's been understated. The glory of Gednderstated.” The who you worship in
church isGod. Thou art God alone.

In the Belgic Confession (one of the Reforpimhlical creeds of the church), we confess in
Article 1 that we believe with the heart and coafegth the mouth that there is only one simple
spiritual being called God. And He is eternalomprehensible, and glorious. Are you aware of
that when you worship? Worship can be a danggstace for you and me. Imagine being in
the presence of that person who pulled you ouh@biurning car and acting slovenly,
indifferent, apathetic, and thinking only about yself and your schedule and where you need to
be and thinking of tomorrow and your plans. Imagioing that to a human being! God is, in
the worship of His church, to be greatly praisétk is to be had in reverence among all the
assembly of the saints.



He is good. He is not only good in Himselif He is good in His works. We read in verse
6, “Thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavatfsalvtheir host, the earth, and all things
that are therein, the seas, and all that is theagid thou preservest them all; and the host of
heaven worshippeth thee.” Now the point here tdarome to expound on the beautiful truths
of creation and providence, except for me to add ithyou deny those truths of creation in six
twenty-four hour days and of providence—that Goldalgs all things by His hand—then you
cannot worship God in His works. But the poinhdg to go into that right now, but the
remembrance of these things is utterly necessamréper worship, to put us in awe, to place us
before God as He is.

What are the first words of a minister whenskarts the service? Historically, in the Dutch
Reformed churches, it is this (taken from Psalm),12dd it is intentional: “Beloved in the Lord
Jesus Christ, our help standeth in the name dfahd who made heaven and earth.” The
contemplation of God’s mighty work in creation atig ongoing providence places us in the
proper state of awe before God. “Come before tresgnce with singing; know ye that the Lord
he is God. Itis he that hath made us and notwsetves” (Ps. 100). You and |, in worship, are
in the presence of Him who has made and holdsggh$ mow in His hand and who in Christ has
revealed to us His love. Bow down in worship!

The entire sermon that day dealt with thedy@ss of God as it is shown toward His church
and people.

Now we can only glance a little bit at whasaid. | cannot bring out the details. But it is
the cumulative weight of all that God did thathe point of this passage. Read it for yourself
today (Neh. 9). We could look at each incident thanentioned of what Jehovah has done and
say, “Oh, how good He is.” But the intended effemtnes from a look at their combined
testimony. When you add them all up, then yougee He is and what He did. How good God
is to His people. How indisputably and immeaswauaod! We are not very good, you know,
at spiritual arithmetic—in adding things up. Wex@aunt dollars into the millions, but we
cannot count past five or ten in listing what Ge@d kdone. But the sermon there gave a list of
some of the good works of God.

Look at it just briefly.

There was, first of all, God’s goodness ia ¢tlall of Abraham, out of an eternal election, to
inherit the land of Canaan. God established armavewith him.

There was the deliverance of Israel out eftibndage of Egypt because God heard their cry,
dividing the Red Sea and throwing the Egyptiansrda® a stone in the water. It was the
leading of Israel forty years through the dry wildess by the pillar of fire and cloud.

There was the giving to Israel of the lavatai to teach them how to show love and
gratitude. There was manna and water from a rep&atedly. There were forty years of
sustaining them in the wilderness and their clothdsot wear out. There was the giving to
them of the land on the east side of the Jordartteerdthe multiplying of them. There was,



further, the giving to them of the entire land @rfaan, casting down the walls of their enemies,
defeating the giants, and giving them the wealtthefland.

Then followed judges and saviors to help tia prophets to bring them the Word of God.

Now let me put that all in the language dfitment. Here is the skimming of the top, a
superficial account of God’s goodness to you, Hitdc He elected you eternally and called you
out of the world of sin to which you belonged, thlgserving its judgments. He established
unconditionally a covenant with you and said, “llwe your friend, | will delight in you. | will
show you glorious things.” He ransomed you from blondage and guilt of sin by making a sea
of blood in His own Son. He has led you ten, twetttirty-five, forty-one, forty-nine, seventy
years. There has never been one day or one niggn e took His eye from you. He gave you
angels’ food and water that quenches thirst — threl Llesus Christ and faith in Him that does not
wear out. He laid up for you Canaan. And you gdlover the Jordan of death to be with Him.
He cast down your giants, your troubles, and alt tppressed you. And He leads you with
spiritual care. He gives you the church, He giw@s His Word, He gives you His faithfulness.

Now, as you are met in the place of worstmghee Lord’s day, this is the God in whose
presence you stand. You have come through a vadleight. You have come through a week
of many trials and many troubles. But now you dtemthe church of God. What is the first
word that you must hear? “Behold your God! Behadav good, how glorious, how worthy of
praise, how perfect in trust, how glorious.”

And seeing the truth of the goodness of Gloelpeople were led to see the truth about
themselves.

The sermon on the goodness of God that dayuged an effect. As the light of heaven
shone down around them and the glory of the Ldtek&d upon mortal men and women as they
stood in the light of God, they saw themselveseyl$aw things they would never have seen in
the darkness of their pride.

So to us. We journey to God’s house onghistual day. There is darkness all around us
and there is darkness within. There are secrstasid self-delusions within us. The Word of
God is opened. The Holy Spirit brings the countereaof God glorious and shining before our
spiritual eyes. And | look at myself. | learn aboyself. The result of true worship is the right
understanding of yourself as a sinner in need wéng.

Have you ever worshiped God? | am not asKigigu have ever gone to church—and then
come home and you could tell me what everybodyearmg and who has a gripe with whom. |
am asking you, Have you ever worshiped God? Imibrship have you ever seen yourself?

Ask the prophet Isaiah. Ask the publicanvbbm Jesus spoke. Talk with them as they exit
the worship service. Ask them: “Isaiah, publicaow was church today? We hear that you had
a vision of the throne of God, God in His perfeatand glory. Tell us about it. What was the
result? How do you feel?” Isaiah responds: “l@mone. | am a man of unclean lips.” And
you turn to the publican, and he is smiting hisabteand saying, “God, be merciful to me.” For



when they worshiped, they stood before God in ld@dpess and glory. And that goodness and
glory shone down upon them. The light of His gaesexposed the working of their hearts to
them in a way that they would otherwise not havevkm

That is worship. Worship is to stand befGied.

Children, the Word of God, because it praukathe glory of the Lord, is like an X-ray. You
cannot see what is inside of me. You cannot sebangs and that | have an artificial hip and
maybe a lump of cancer. But before an X-ray, tis&dee is shown. Now, God’s glory is the X-
ray. And it will show you the truth about yourself

We read that, in the light of God’s goodnéissy saw the inexcusable sins that Israel had
committed in the wilderness. They confessed furtine repeated provocations that Israel had
made even after they had been put in possessithre ¢dnd of Canaan. They confessed that
even though Israel had stood before the good tloh@od, they had turned to their own lusts
and had not been faithful stewards, they had simgaghst knowledge, and they had become
insensitive, hardened, detached, remote to the \Wlo@&bd that called them to repentance. They
put in their time, so to speak, on Sunday. Buytk& God and left His Word in the church.

What did they see about themselves? Theytlsatithey were proud, arrogant, hard-hearted,
rebellious, idolatrous sinners. They were reséwiffthe Word of God and those who brought it
to them. They were insensitive toward the neepéntance. They tried to use God for their
own self-serving motives. Knowing the Word of Gdtky politely bowed to it in the presence
of others, but they went out and lived accordinthgr own dictates.

What do you see aboydur life, not somebody else’s, but about your lifethe light of the
breathtaking goodness of God?

Their confession was sincere. They saw #iair

That is the crucial element of worship. Twarship is the fellowship of those who have
been humbled before God’s infinite goodness to thedesus Christ. It is more. It is of course
thanks, it is praise, it is rejoicing in God forsHjoodness to me in Christ. But, you see, all of
the activities of worship, the joy and the prarsa be like hollow clanging on a drum. Have
you ever heard someone hit an empty oil barrel2sWp can be like that hollow clanking, if
there is not a heart humbled in the knowledge o$elues as sinners before God. You can make
a lot of noise. You can clang, and there can lo¢ af empty chatter. But when you are filled
with God and with humility before yourself as argn, there will be deep, resonant, soothing
praise of God.

We worship God through the Psalms. We diogé Psalms, and we use those Psalms in our
prayers, because they proceed from an awarenedsootod is and who | am before Him.

The worship service that day brought a goéegsing. Oh, a wonderful blessing! It brought
the wonder of God’s mercy shining upon their heavi&e cannot miss that as we read through
the chapter. Throughout the chapter we read of<Gudrcy. We read the words “but,” and



“yet.” “Yet,” we read in verse 19, “thou in thy miéold mercy forsookest them not....” Verse
30, “Yet many years didst thou forbear them....” 381, “Nevertheless for thy great mercies’
sake....” Itis like the composition of good musitien the composer returns to the comforting
victorious theme. So is worship. It always retutm this, the brilliant aspect of God’s mercy —
God’s mercy, His compassion on those who are nbteend ugly, and His commitment to do
them good.

Why did not God forsake Israel? Why does@otl forsake us? There certainly was a just
cause for Him to sever the tie. Why did not thi/lt&@od consume them as He did the heathen?
He bears and He forbears, He restores them, Heetlsathem severely — only to bring them
constantly back to Himself. These people — whyrmditGod leave them? Why? For thy great
mercy’s sake.

You see, when you stand before God and saesgib as a sinner, you hear the testimony of
the cross of Jesus Christ and you are awed at ¢heyrof God. He has willed in Himself, from
all eternity, to be gracious to His church andawesHis church in the blood of His own dear
Son, washing them from their sins and creatindgpémt a new obedience, a new heart, and a right
spirit, that they might live before Him and lovenidi Why? For He is good and His mercies are
everlasting.

Are you ready to worship God? Are you retadie lost in wonder and praise for His
mercy? Do you see His mercy?

Let me use an example. Imagine with me atgteor, like a garage door. Behind that great
door is a vast land filled with exquisite beauty+4aiad that is brilliant, breathtaking, and
wondrous. There is only a little crack at the bwitof the door. And you stand next to someone
who has seen that land and told you all aboutl@imat and says to you, “Can you see that land?”
You say, “No.” And he says to you, “Stoop down &mok. Can you see it now? There is a
little crack down there on the bottom, can youtbe¢?” And you say, “No.” And he says,

“Well, get on your hands and knees. Can you seevit?” You say, “No.” And he says, “Put
your face to the ground. Press your eye to theefjraCan you see now?” And you say, “Yes!
Oh, I see it dimly, but, oh, what a land, what auig.”

Only when in the light of God’s goodness ywa humbled in the dust can you catch a
glimpse of His mercy. And one glimpse is breathgk

God has to do that. You can bow your head prayer rug with your face to the ground and
be pressed to the ground — and see nothing. Yeostidrproud, still working your way, you
think, to your God. No, God must humble the heate. must address the pride. But when He
humbles, it is in order that He might give a visiarglimpse of His mercy in the face of Jesus
Christ His Son. He has given His Son in order taimight bask one day in the light of His
glory. He gives us to see His mercy by showingurssinful selves.

And then we leave worship.



Shall | give you a riddle? The true worshilgaves church empty and yet full—empty of
self and filled with wonder at God’s mercy.

Let us pray.

Eternal and glorious God of heaven and eanthpraise and thank Thee for Thy infinite
mercy in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



THE REFORMED WITNESSHOUR
July 15, 2012 Let Not Our Trouble Seem LitdeThee

No. 3628 Rev. Carl Haak

Dear radio friends,

We return again today to our series on the bodkasfemiah. We are engaged in the ninth
chapter of this wonderful book. We turn our ati@mttoday, to verses 32-38, asking for God’s
blessing.

Recall with me that last week we looked itfte first verses of the ninth chapter and saw that
the people of God in Nehemiah'’s day were engagéaeimost important activity of life—
congregational worship.

We have witnessed in this book that there avagiritual revival among the people of God,
inspired by the leadership of Nehemiah, the man dtba heart for the cause of God on earth
and who had returned to build the walls of Jerusaded to set in order the things that were
wanting.

Nehemiah had encouraged the people to bewitisyhe things of God. The Holy Spirit
then sparked renewed zeal for God and His WorHerheart of the people of God. That is very
true. If you are busy with yourself all week anihathis world and with your own
entertainment and possessions, you will find littkerest in spiritual things on Sunday. But the
people of God had centered their life in the Wdr@&od and in their calling before God. And
that led them to zealous worship.

In their worship they came under the lighGafd’s goodness to them, God’s goodness in
Himself, God’s goodness in creation and providenod, especially, God’s goodness in His
faithful work for the church. Under the X-ray lighf God’s goodness, they saw themselves as
sinners—proud and rebellious. And this led thersde the brilliance of God’s mercy—His
mercy in Christ revealed to those humbled by thigis.

And all of these things we sought to applptoselves as we considered that word last week.

Now, in verse 32 of Nehemiah 9, we come $maificant transition, from the reflection of
the past to a contemplation of the present. Thaeschanges as the people of God who are met
in worship no longer focus on the degrading padtlie distressing present. They have turned
from the heartaches of years gone by to the havasttheir own time. They speak to God now,
in worship, of the troubles that have come upomth&hey say to Him that they are in great
distress. They have changed from the recitingaé and sin of the past to the reality of their



own situation: “We, O Lord, are met before Th&ge are Thy church. We need Thy mercy and
Thy grace for our present difficulties and trials.”

Verse 32 in Nehemiah 9 is the only petitioté found in the whole prayer that they bring to
God. The only thing that they ask of God is: “bet all the trouble that has come upon us seem
little before Thee.” There was one thing thatdive their heart: They wanted to be assured that
God pitied, that God saw them, that God took thowuglthem, that God did not despise them,
that God had compassion on them.

| think of what we read in Psalm 40:17: “Batm poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh on
me. Thou art my help and my deliverer; make noyiag, O my God.” Is this your prayer
today? Is this your prayer as you come togetheraship the Lord on this day? Is your one
great need this: “That the Lord would assure na¢ ltte thinks on me, that He sees me in the
compassion of His dear Son. If | know that, thiémsawvell.” Is that true for you?

It seems that the prayer is a bit strangeeyTpray to God now, “Let not all the trouble that
has come upon us seem little before Thee. Upokiogs and upon our princes, and upon our
priests, our prophets, our fathers, and upon glptople —let it not seem little to Thee. Lord,
don’t let our trouble and problems seem insigniiicéo appear of no real account to Thee, to be
trivial, really, in the broader scope of thingsortt let it appear to be a small item on the agenda
compared to some of the things that are before, Thderd.”

Now that is strange, | say, because the Bills that God loves us, loves the church, and
that the church is the apple of His eye. He sayeém, “You only have | loved.” Is it not true
that we confess that God’s whole eternal counsstmsered in His glory, the glory that He will
reveal in the church of Jesus Christ? Is not Gbdart always filled with the needs, the
concerns, of His children, even as a father towhislghildren? Is He not the perfect Father?

Yes, that is true; that is absolutely tri8at the prayer that they are making is nevertheless
understandable from our perspective. When youlemeght low, when you groan under the
sense of your sin and your littleness and your wesa&, and especially when you have been
under the load of trial for a long time and God sasumbled you, you are tempted to ask,
“Does God really care? My troubles, my woes ofrt)yeae they important to Him?” Especially
when the shame of it comes upon you, you say coimgeyour sins, “Surely it is so bad, it is so
shameful, that God does not want to take an int@mese anymore.”

When you have been humbled, when you have beeight to see the shame of your own
condition, and when you have been subjected tog period of trial, then you are tempted to
believe that your situation and your burdens aeehaps, not of great concern to God.

The people in Nehemiah'’s dagre in trouble. They were weighed down and in great
distress. They were in grief, grief that sappégbgland gave them sighing hearts. Now note
that. The ones who are praying are the ones whe Ib@en busy in the work of the Lord—n the
building of the walls. They have felt the powermohce to gather them together under the Word
of God to worship. They are the ones who areenctiurch.



We ask, what was the trouble, then? Weragmiogjs going so much better under Nehemiah
than before? Why do they feel so burdened aboubte when things look so upbeat now?

A number of things. First of all, they sdweir troubles were many. They felt that they were
being overwhelmed by troubles. It seemed to tHehdne trouble came after another. “Let not
all the trouble seem little to Thee,” they say.

Secondly, these troubles that they complaletore God have been of long standing. They
say, this has been the situation since the timbeokings of Assyria until this day — 250 years!
They say, thirdly, that these troubles are affectit of them—all classes, all places of service—
our kings, our princes, our priests, our prophets,fathers, all Thy people. The people of God
are one. We are knit together in the love of GAdd all these problems come upon us
collectively, as a body.

And they say, finally, to God, “These troubleave affected our daily life.” It is something
they had to deal with every waking moment. It wpen their heart. It was taxing them. They
say to God, “It yieldeth much increase unto thegkiwhom thou hast set over us. They have
dominion over us. We are under their dominion.”

All of these things can be traced back to thirgg: their sin. They are telling God about
their trouble, which we must do, too. But not iway in which they are clueless as to why the
trouble has come upon them. They know and conifedghe root and the source of their trouble
was their sin (v. 33: but we have done wickedly3¥. because of our sins).

The spiritual ability had been given to thpseple. They did not stand around facing their
troubles, scratching their head, wondering whattwenng. They did not go out the back door
and scream into the night against all the woe emdbte and kick at the first object in their path.
They knew the source of their problem was perssimal

| do not know the exact woe of your hearaigdvhether you are feeling overwhelmed,
whether the difficulties before you are long-stamgliaffecting your relationships, your marriage,
your family, your daily life. You may well have lsmitted to God under His chastenings. But
you must not separate the woe of your heart verfréan your own sin. And then you must go
to the cross for the wonderful cleansing and thegsaf God’s grace.

There were two realities about the sins they had committed that were so grievous now to
them. The passage shows, first of all, that thetst they had committed had made itself their
master. The sin to which we would consent and guselves enslaves—the sin with which we
want to negotiate, the sin that we wish to take oir life only on certain terms and at certain
times. We would say that sin has the power toames| They say, “We are the servants of
another.” What had happened was this. The freeafaan independent life as a nation had been
removed from them and now they were paying taxes ad the cream of the crop was going to
the king of Persia. The servitude was gallingyas hard to accept, it was over their own
bodies. “They have dominion over our bodies,” teay (v. 37).



Now let God’s Word warn us this day. Youngrmmyoung girl, all of us! Let it jar you
awake. Sin of lust, sin of envy, sin of vanityy sif drunkenness, sin of sexual uncleanness, sin
of cursing, sin of swearing—all these sins enslaw& call it addiction. Addiction is spiritual
law in action. The reality of sin that is consehte has the power to hold. There is slavery
today.

We read of young girls and boys in the FastEand in our country as well) being enslaved
and used for unspeakable perversions. Slave-gadéust. All sin is that way — lust, drugs,
drink, envy, gossip, jealousy, swearing, pornogyaphhey are the sins that have dominion over
the body. And, oh, the distress that comes uporifeu There is freedom for our bodies under
the King Jesus Christ, but nowhere else.

And, secondly, they saw that their sin re=iiih giving their substance to another. They saw
that they were only laboring for the increase ef king of Persia over them. They say, “The
land thou gavest unto our fathers to eat the fh@teof and the good thereof, it yieldeth much
increase unto the kings that thou has set over us.”

When we yield our life to a way of sin, wana@ork and work and work and we will have
nothing to show for it. Itis gone. Where is iD4d it go to the church? No. Did it go for the
support of the family? No. Did it go for chargi No. Where did it go? It is spent for the
lords of pleasure. Itis spent on gambling, odaugs.

Where does your money go? Whom are yoursgPviYou see, when you serve sin, your
money goes. Where does it go? More CDs? You aaatlege loan that you must pay back.
You cannot pay it back—why? Are you spending yooney for the kings of the earth, for
fashion, Friday-night drinks? Do you give your stamce to another—not just money now, but
your substance —your energy, your talents, youe®inAre you servinthe King, the Lord
Jesus, who replenishes and blesses, or do you theretave-masters of sin?

It was under this, as they were brought totkese things in their own lives, and it was as
they were struggling with the effects of all of $kethings in their lives that they cry out as
repentant people of God: “Let not all the trouthlat has come upon us seem little to Thee.”
That was a heartfelt cry. “Lord, though shame @gui¢t cover our face, and though, truly, we
have no right to say anything before Thee, yet,o@| .be mindful of us. Assure us that Thy eye
is turned to us in pity and compassion as we avadit humbled and low before Thee.” It is not
a prayer in which they are standing aloof and ggyibord, you had better help that guy over
there...that gal over there. They need a lot of Hetpd. All's OK here, Lord. But you had
better help them over there.” No, it is a prayetimajors in directing our thoughts toward
ourselves —a heartfelt prayer. The prayer of tlogligal son, “I will arise and go to my father
and say, ‘| have sinned and | am not worthy toddeed thy son. Make me as a hired servant.”

The urgent plea was this: “We ask God tcelevegard to our troubles, to take note of them,
and to assure us that He is fully aware in His medttat His heart of mercy is turned and is ever
upon His children who are brought low and knowsbeows brought by their own sins.” It is
not a prayer rooted in impenitence. It is notaypr saying, “Lord, take these troubles away.
Lord, why should this have to happen to us? Adtercan’t you just fix the problems we have.



We're sorry. Just fix it now.” No, it was an ackmedgment that they were in the trouble under
the just judgment of God. They understood thdteyTare not finding fault with God’s ways.

But they are asking, as repentant children of Gloakd, in the midst of these troubles, we need
something. What we need is to be assured that @bsulook upon us in Thy mercy. Let not
our trouble seem little to Thee.”

They are asking for God’s compassion. “Langglerstand how this feels to us. Lord, we are
casting ourselves upon Thy marvelous compassienyiiderstanding of Thy perfect heart.”
Though the Lord be high, yet hath He respect umdawly. “In all of our affliction, O Lord, be
afflicted with us. Let the angel of Thy presenagesus. In Thy love and pity redeem us and
bear us and carry us under these difficulties.’atTit their prayer.

The troubles of God’s children are not litdethe Lord. That is the Word of God today. And
what a wonderful Word of God that is. That is tao@cerning every trouble and every difficulty
that the Lord in His will and way sends into yoite.|

The death of your 13-month old child. Thattieof your loved teenager. The life and the
spark of your heart. These troubles do not setti® i0 the Lord. God knows what our troubles
are. God feels. God understands. It is noelittlHim. He knows what is behind those tears.
He knows what is going on in your heart that warasnot express. He knows the trouble and
the woe that would drive you from the company ohraed women to sob it out before the
Lord. Your woe is not little to Him.

Children, your Mom and Dad might not undardtanymore how it feels to be a teenager
and the difficulties you are facing. But the Ldrbws. Young adult, you may say, “l don’t
think there are many in the church that can raatigerstand where we are at.” The Lord does.
You say, as a child of God, “But my way and my eigee is different from anybody else’s.
I'd tell you, but you would not really be able toderstand my heart-life.” But God does. The
great heart of God bears it all. All our troublelall our woe—it is not little to Him.

The prayer is: “O Lord, as we stand as regpdrsinners before Thee, let us be assured that
we are viewed in Thy compassion. Let us be asghadin the midst of our troubles, Thou art
a God of mercy and compassion, not forgetting usyrking Thy good and sovereign way.”
That is the prayer.

Here is the reason why we know that God do®ms us in His compassion at all times. It is
given in verse 32: “Now therefore, our God, theagr the mighty, and the terrible [that is, the
awe-inspiring] God, who keepest covenant and mér@od keeps covenant and mercy. God
keeps covenant. God’s covenant is His will thawebe bound to His people in love, that He
will show them great things about Himself, that\wvi# draw them close to Himself, and that He
will use everything as a means subservient to Hipgses to glorify Himself in us and to make
us His friends and servants. God’s mercy is Hmgassion for the miserable and His desire to
do unto them good, to give the best for the waostaise the lowest to the highest, to enrich
beggars. God keeps covenant and mercy.



And that means so much more than we canwnagrstand. It is not simply that God sticks
it out, that He hangs in there because He had-midould. Yes, He is faithful. But that God
keeps covenant means that His heart never chadgelave never grows old, His feelings never
flag, His compassions never fail. Because Heastivenant-keeping God, the troubles of our
heart shall all be before Him, and He will dispaittimediately mercy and grace in time of
need. Because He keeps covenant, He will neveistesur grief, He will never despise our
struggles and our woes. Always, always, always$odes us.

You want proof? Look to the cross on Golgotie keeps covenant and mercy by healing
all of our diseases, by bearing all of our sorramsopbtaining for us the forgiveness of sins in
the way of the giving of His own Son that we mig¢ forever.

Are our troubles little to God? Are yoursPe they insignificant to Him? Does it matter to
Him? Oh, yes!

When you come to worship and when you conmayer to tell God your troubles — He
already knew about them before you came. He isreoyn. And now they are all before Him in
Jesus Christ. He has granted you something feettroubles. Grace and mercy that never fail.
Compassion that is unending. And this word frond GtMy son, my daughter, it must needs be
so now. | will bear you through this unto a daypeffect glory.”

Let us pray.

Father, we again thank Thee for the Word, @ag for its blessing upon our hearts in this
day, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



THE REFORMED WITNESSHOUR
July 22, 2012 Covenant Renewal

No. 3629 Rev. Carl Haak

Dear radio friends,

Renewed zeal for God’s covenant follows on thedetkpiritual revival.

Zeal for God’s covenant—what is that? Zealthe covenant is when it pulsates in the
hearts of Christians that they are made the friamdlsservants of God by grace, through the
blood of Jesus Christ. And they stand in awe afWord: “I will be thy God, and ye shall be
My people.”

We fall, as Christians, as God’s people, th®sin of spiritual stupor, of becoming
complacent, indifferent, detached, resentful, grattzetic. Covenant renewal is when we are, by
the Spirit, made alert, thankful, committed, deddi live in a bond of fellowship with our
God—a bond of fellowship that will be seen in fullmarriages, Sabbath-keeping, deeds of
mercy, and devotion to God’s house.

Renewed zeal for the covenant follows up@héels of spiritual revival. In chapters 8 and
9 of Nehemiah, we are told of a spiritual reviviadang God’s people that brought them back to
the Word, back to worshiping God, back to humiéityd confession of sin. How did that revival
happen? Was there some principle of church greviiork here? No. It was sparked by a
man who arrived in Jerusalem, a man named Nehemlahwas not a preacher. But he was a
man who sought the welfare of God’s people. Uinikedetermined and godly leadership, the
core of which was an unshakable trust in God tevbat God had called him to do, the walls of
Jerusalem were built and things were put in orddren, under Nehemiah'’s direction, a pulpit of
wood was erected and the Word of God was preactdduily to the people. And the people of
God began to worship in the light of God’s goodneBsey confessed their sin and sought God'’s
mercy.

“And because of all of this,” we read (Nel8®), “we make a sure covenant, and write it.”
Then we read further, in chapter 10:29, “We widlale to our brethren and will enter into a
curse and an oath to walk in God’s law.” Becaudhis spiritual revival they were brought
back to a renewed zeal for godly covenant livireg,living as children of God, as friends of
God, through grace in Jesus Christ. They woulddatous for this covenant specifically by
maintaining godly, faithful marriages, by observihg Sabbath day, by doing deeds of mercy,
and by being devoted to God’s house.

Let us look at that. | speak to you today©@avenant Renewal.”



The people of God, under Nehemiah'’s leadprstaw recognize the horrible indifference to
the covenant that had characterized them sincenretufrom captivity in Babylon. (The
covenant, you remember, is the bond of living fe@Bbip and love in which the people of God
stand in relation to God. It is established by Gaplace in Jesus Christ.) After the initial
excitement of returning from Babylon seventy ydafore under Zerubbabel, they had begun to
realize the extent of the struggles that they wdwalde as a beleaguered people of God. A dead
orthodoxy spread among them. A mere outward ghirgugh the motions, a taking for granted,
a complacency began to characterize them. Wihnite materialism. They set their heart on
the earthly and on the treasures below. And tbkyated prevailing sin.

God sent prophets, Haggai and Malachi, tal phem into repentance. And now God'’s
people, at the time of Nehemiah, see their sirtberlight of God’s goodness, as we have pointed
out to you in the last two messages in that badutihth chapter of Nehemiah. And because
they have seen God’s goodness and seen theirgitnain need of God’s mercy, they say in
Nehemiah 9:38, “We make a sure covenant.” Notvacwvenant. Not for the first time. But a
vow to be faithfulto the covenant, the covenant that was establish&aooiywith them. For God
had made a bond of love with them—the same bortcethsts right now in God’s bond of love
for the church, for us. God’s one glorious coveénan

This covenant in the Scriptures is not of harorigin. That is, the bond of love and
friendship with God is not a bond that arises duhe soil of the earth. It is not like a plant
poking its way through the earth and then catcldng’'s eye and then heaven responding to
earth. No. This covenant comes down. “I willadgish My covenant,” says the heavenly One.
“I will be your God, and ye shall be My people.’hi$ covenant is established with us through
the cross of Jesus Christ, not as a result of raeleting with God and seeking to come to an
agreement whereby the two of us can, after allalgetg a little bit. But it is of God’s grace that
He condescends to choose us to be His friendscawdrk graciously in us. Jeremiah 31: “But
this shall be the covenant that | will make witk tiouse of Israel; | will put my law in their
inward parts, and write it in their hearts; andyteball know the Lord.” The covenant is God
coming down in His grace to sinful men and womeorkwg in them according to His mercy,
and drawing them close to His own heart.

The people of God in this covenant in thesdafyNehemiah want to renew that covenant.
They want to affirm that covenant. “We make a aoeenant,” they say. “We give a fixed
resolution that we will live our life as the friemdf God on earth. We write down exactly what
we vow and pledge before God. And we set a saaltiwat is, we sign it),” they said. “Put my
name down there; record my name.” And we readthieat were twenty-two priests, seventeen
Levites, and forty-four princes who vowed and wrtbieir name.

What is the fact, then, that is revealechimtenth chapter of Nehemiah? This fact. When
spiritual revival, worked by the Spirit, moves argddod’s people, when their hearts are
pricked, and when they are awed over the majes@oaf and lost in wonder and in awe over His
mercy, the result will be that they shall be resdifnenceforward to live in covenant faithfulness
to God. In simple language, when you know God ad &1d you experience pardon and
compassion to you the sinner, you will be resolyed, will be determined, you will be devoted
in your life to live in all the parts of your lifas the friend of God in Christ.



This points out to us that, as Christianspattle the sin of spiritual callousness, of theslo
of zeal for God as our Friend. Among the great@as of our Christian faith is the sin of
complacency, especially if we have been broughbyg;od’s mercy, within the confines of the
church and covenant of God and raised among tlssibigs of the gospel of grace and showered
with His goodness. So readily will our flesh makes outward, and we will begin to excuse
ourselves of our sins of drinking, of swearingdafhonesty. Spiritual decline, you know, is
seldom a blowout. Most often it is a slow leakenBwal of the covenant must be brought when
the gospel pricks our hearts and humbles us asrsinn

We can also grow indifferent to the covertaettause of discouragements and struggles as
we seek to live a faithful life. We say, “Whatletuse? The problems are insurmountable.” Or
materialism can erode our zeal for the covena@ad. How many Christian homes in the day
of prosperity have parents who are teaching at hefathers who are serious about teaching
their children? With all of the materialism, wih the things, with all the greed, how often are
not the lives of Christians characterized by seifesss and bickering because things, possessions,
and money become the object of the heart? Oh.esd a renewal of the covenant. We need to
see God as our treasure. We need to see thatlththing that matters is the relationship in
which we stand to Him.

Let us take note that when there is spiritagival, that is, when the Word of God is truly
living and moving among the people of God, they ba resolved from the heart to live a God-
centered, covenant life as friends of God.

Now in the days of Nehemiah, they did nov&ed to generalities, but they nailed it down to
some specifics. They said, first of all, that cemewal of the covenant, of being friends of God
in this world, will be seen in our marriages. Véad in verse 30 of chapter 10, “And that we
would not give our daughters unto the people ofldhe, nor take their daughters for our sons.”
The first particular that they mention concernimgvtthey shall live as the friend of God is that
this will be seen in their marriages. Why? Beeawbom you marry and the spiritual life of
your marriage have everything to do with your emgythe fellowship of God. That is because
of the crucial place that God has given to marriage the experience of His covenant love.
Whom you marry affects profoundly your relationstopGod. God has made life’s most
intimate bond, marriage, a picture of a higher be#itlis covenant. This truth controls
marriage. This truth shapes marriage. This tisutb be applied to every dimension of
marriage.

That means marry only in the Lord. That nselare in marriage even as God lives with His
people. Your marriage must be characterized lyiveness and by faithfulness. You must seek
someone who is loyal to God and marry that pergamd you must be faithful, even unto death,
to that person.

It means, young men, be men of God, be gpititPrepare yourself for marriage. As you
date, you must show sensitivity to God and to Bvg.| You must know how to treat her already
when you are dating her. You do not take liberti¢su do not drag her around like some
trophy. You develop a relationship with her throygayer and through the Word of God and
through reading the Word of God with her and thiopgaying with her.



And, girls, you need to look for a leaderot Nist a leader, someone who pulls you around.
But you must look to that leader who brings to yloel care and the protection of the living God.
You have to look to his life as he lives before Gdéglhe subdued and is he a loyal servant of the
Lord Jesus Christ? This is absolutely crucialyfour marriage. The very first thing that will be
seen when the covenant is loved among God’s pemleéhey are living in awareness of God’s
covenant is that they establish God-centered nugsigo which they are faithful until death do
them part.

The second evidence of the covenant renefitheqeople under Nehemiah was seen in
Sabbath-keeping. We read in verse 31: “And ifgdeple of the land bring ware or any victuals
on the sabbath day to sell, that we would not bey them on the sabbath, or on the holy day.”
That is crucial, too — how we observe the Lord’'yD8/hy? Because there is also an intimate
and inseparable connection between Sabbath-keapthgovenant living, between how you
keep Sunday and how you live as friends of God ydwle life. There is an inseparable
relationship between them. The Sabbath is thei@apdy of friendship and fellowship with
God. ltis the day when you are released by yaaster (God) from your earthly obligation so
that you can come home and enter into His presamd¢eommune with Him and give the whole
day to fellowship with Him. The purpose of the Bath is covenant, that you might enter into a
special bond, a special time, of fellowship withdso

The people in Nehemiah'’s day were vowing gbing about their friendship with God.
They said that this friendship with God will medat they would not engage in commerce,
would not buy wares of the people of the land anltbrd’s Day. The Lord’s Day is not a day
for shopping at the mall, browsing through the shapd comparing prices and styles and
clipping out coupons. It is the market day for $bel. You may, on the Lord’s Day, buy,
peruse, clip out, and store up all the wareshallgood things, all the valuables of Jesus Christ.
It is the day that you are to come home, enterkatiier's house, where mercy waits and He will
talk with you.

The Sabbath is also a wonderful witnessingpajinity for the covenant of God. The
Christian shop owner closes up his shop once a.w¥elar neighbors see you on the way to
church. You haul the kids into the van and thglnieors watch you leave for church. You
witness to them. You leave them in no doubt tloak lyave an allegiance to God, an allegiance
that is first. You say, “My allegiance to God tsaends business interest. It transcends and is
greater than domestic concerns. It is more tohae social obligations. It is more to me than a
beautiful day at the beach.” You say, “My God csunMy God is best!” Twice a Sunday.

You leave a witness.

But when you allow more and more of the wadanter into your life and you come to
Sunday either totally exhausted because you hasem giverything to the things of this life, or
you allow the actions of this world to affect ydgaunday, then, on Monday morning, you have to
talk to your neighbor (or co-worker) and say, “Yknow, my God is wonderful.” You have to
say that—because it is not apparent to them that @od is wonderful. It is not apparent to the
world that God is wonderful if Christians despike tord’s Day, make the Lord’s Day as any
other day. Then the witness that the Christidaasing with the world is not that God is
wonderful, but that God really does not matter.



The third thing that showed the Jews’ renewdhe covenant was this, that they were going
to express their spirituality in selfless deedmefcy. We read in verse 31 of chapter 10 (I am
paraphrasing now), “And this we will do. We wil@v mercy to those who are indebted to us.”
And that mercy that they would show (we will notigto the details) was, of course, the
reflection of His love. When you are resolvedite la covenant, faithful life, then you will have
mercy toward one another in the Lord Jesus ChAggood barometer of the reality of a heart
toward God is how one stands toward his brothedsseters and whether he is sensitive to their
needs. Do you say, “Well, | got mine, let him get” Or: “He hurt me, I'll get him back.” Or:
“I'll just withdraw from the whole business.” Ifoy bear a grudge, if you view them all as
sinners because of what they did to you, if youraled by jealousy and are judgmental, that is
sin.

No, when we stand in the covenant of God) te say, “I will forgive. | will put the best
construction on the actions of others. | will wdm¢m to prosper.” And we will go out of our
way to show mercy and kindness.

And, fourthly, covenant renewal in that ddyNehemiah was seen in renewed devotion to
the church. We take that from many verses in @relf in which they say, “And we will not
forsake the house of our God.” They will be dedadtethe house of God. Devotion to the
church is intimately tied to living as God'’s friemdthe covenant. Why? Because, above all
other things—above marriage, above Sabbath-keegbuye deeds of mercy—above them all, it
is in the church that God draws near to us in wiprsfihere is where He comes down.

Children, where is the spot on earth closest tod®a On this side of the grave, what is the spot
closest to heaven? It is the worship of the chuithat means that if you are to live as the friend
of God in this world, you must support the chungbiy must be involved in the church.

And the people of God in Nehemiah’s day bexasry specific at this point. They said,
“We will bring in offering, we will bring in woodwe will bring in bread, we will bring in the
firstfruits.” They recognized their responsibility give, to contribute. They supported the
church.

The people of God in Nehemiah’s day are agaiewed to covenant faithfulness in their
life. “We make a sure covenant,” they said. “Whavour names and we seal unto it (we sign
it) as an expression of our personal resolve, bygtlace of God. We seal it, we are vowing.”

This was the result of God’s grace among thé&ime result of God’s grace among you is that
you make a commitment that you shall live as tlentt of God—in your marriage, on the
Sabbath, by showing mercy, by being devoted tahiech and to the house of God. You will
sign it. You will say, “Put my name down. Coungim.”

This is the commitment that comes when thly I3pirit sparks true, godly revival in our
hearts. Because He has forgiven us and has hgolassion upon us and has become our God,
we pledge to live as His friends in marriage, S#bl@eping, deeds of mercy, and devotion to
the church.



This is blessing. For to live as the coveriaand of God in love and fellowship with God is
a life of hope and joy and peace. It is the beigmof eternal life.

Let us pray.

Father, we thank Thee for Thy Word and wey phat this same renewal of living as the
friend of God may so characterize our lives. Magome down to the specifics of our lives that
we live in marriage faithfully, that we keep therts Day joyfully, that we perform deeds of
mercy humbly, and that we are committed to Thy chumn earth enthusiastically and with our
all. Grant us this grace, in Jesus’ nhame, Amen.
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Dear radio friends,

Chief among the graces that are found in JesusGgiiove for the church. When God saves us
by Jesus Christ, He works in us at that same tievetibn to the church. There are many
examples of this in the Bible. The apostle Pawuttbthe church. He endured so much from the
hands of those outside of the church and, sadty,aféen from those who were within the
church. He says in | Corinthians 4, for examgiat he endured hunger and thirst; he had no
certain dwelling place; he was persecuted; he wéstkd; and he was made to be the filth and
the offscouring of the world. Why? He answerbor‘you, for the church, | endure these
things.”

The Old Testament saints loved the churdhwaas represented in Jerusalem, the holy city
of God. We read of that love, for instance, inlfsi37: “If | do not remember thee, let my
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; may my rigémd forget her cunning if | prefer not
Jerusalem above my chief joy.”

And what need have we for further exampleaflook to Jesus Christ Himself, who loved
the church? We read in Ephesians 5 that Chrigtiddlkie church—and He gave Himself for her.

Love for the church must also be seen inlsze for the church will always be seen in self-
sacrifice. In fact, it can come in no other wagrthn the way of self-emptying. We are, by
nature, always concerned about ourselves, our oworitance. But if we are to love the church
and live in the body of Christ, that has to gohds constantly to go. If we are to live in the
church and love the church of Jesus Christ, we imeisharacterized by the grace of humility.
The apostle Paul puts it this way in Philippians‘Ret each esteem the other better than
himself.”

That love for the church will be seen notyanl humility, but in other things as well. It Wil
be seen in involvement in, and willingness to ugegifts for the good of, the whole body of
Christ. It will mean that | want my life to cent@rthe church. It will mean that I will be
concerned about healthy evangelism—a desire that®may be added to the church if God so
will, and if not, that the seed of the truth maygdt@nted for God to bear fruit in His good time
and according to His good will. We will speak tar @¢hildren of the privilege of belonging to
the church. And we will speak well of the membafrghe church before our children.

Why? Why do we love the church? And why tthiid man Nehemiah (whom we have been
following for the last few messages) devote himsethe church, to the cause of God on earth?



The answer is this: Because the church is theygibGod in the world. That was true for
Jerusalem in Nehemiah’s day. It represented Gaedisl and promise in the world. For this
reason Nehemiah gave his all for her well-being clme to seek the well-being of God'’s
people.

Today we are going to learn that Nehemiabrad mightily to see that Jerusalem would be
reinhabited. Having completed the walls, havingtisiegs in order within Jerusalem, and
having seen a great spiritual revival and a ren@ivilie covenant among the people of God,
now Nehemiah sees to it that Jerusalem herselfad.f

This act had been foretold by Zechariah tloplpet. Zechariah, who predated Nehemiah
some fifty or sixty years, in the eighth chaptehf prophecy foretold of the day (v. 5) that the
city of Jerusalem would be full of boys and girlaying in the streets thereof. In today’s
message we witness Nehemiah’s great work gives to Mehemiah 11-12:27, his work of
seeing to it that Jerusalem was repopulated.

It was a major problem, of course, for Neramto have God’s people actually live in
Jerusalem. Jerusalem had been laid waste by Nathuehzar a hundred and fifty years before.
Nebuchadnezzar’s soldiers had done a thoroughTfbley had left ruinous heaps and piles of
rubble. Jerusalem had been famous as a beautifyPsalm 48:2—Beautiful for situation, the
joy of the whole earth, is Mount Zion”). In theydaof David and Solomon it stood out in all of
its glory. But it had been thoroughly broken dowatause of sin. The walls were broken and
the city was a place of rubble. Now, even thoughéimiah has rebuilt the walls and hung the
gates and has sorted through much of the rubbleleyasalem was a place that was poor,
decayed, and dirty. It was extremely discouragamghe remnant who had returned, especially
for those who remembered it in all of its gloryhéel looked on it with sorrow. They saw it so
low. They saw it devastated. It was a picturéhefchurch brought low under the chastening
hand of God, suffering under the effects of apgstasl worldliness, under strife and division.

There were, especially, two reasons whyqgtined a sacrificial love if Jerusalem was
actually to be populated. First of all, from treetlly, physical point of view, it was very hard to
make a living within the walls of Jerusalem. Ituarequire financial sacrifice. Although it
was generally a period of economic depressionferdews, yet families living outside of the
city had better possibilities to obtain the nedessiof daily life. They could gather crops
(barley, oats, grapes, and olives) and have a &the@and sheep. But a very meager trade and
economy existed within the walls of Jerusalem. Aadtled to that, there was the fact that some
would not want actually to live there due to comitams, divisions among the inhabitants of
Jerusalem itself.

The second reason was that, from a spingaadt of view, Jerusalem as a city was despised
because it was the city of God. It was hated byhdathen. It was reproached because within it
was the temple of the living God. The closer ylied yourself to it, the more you would feel
the reproach of this world. For this reason mamghe days of Nehemiah were reluctant actually
to populate the city itself.



That can also be true today. The more ywa the truth, and the closer you come to that
truth, the more also you can experience the oppadihat always comes against that truth,
especially as we enter into the last days. Thé wtiJesus Christ, of salvation by grace alone
through Christ alone—more and more that will becal@gpised because of the pride of men.

Now you can see how electrifying must haverb&echariah’s prophecy long ago when he
said that the streets of Jerusalem would be futloyls and girls playing. That is a beautiful way
of expressing that the city would be filled withege and joy and it would be populated. Boys
and girls would be playing in the streets. It wbattually be populated, and there would be a
vibrant, wonderful life of the people of God withime walls of Jerusalem.

God is telling us this to represent the tritthe church, the truth that it is the will of Go
that believers populate the true church of JesusCfoin the true church of Jesus Christ, and
be members of that true church wherever she istfoaind do so in the way of sacrifice. The
only way that we can be used in the building amde$tablishment of God’s church is by a
sacrificial love. We must remember that. We rigagkerses 1 and 2 of the dthapter that the
rulers of the people dwelt in Jerusalem, and teeakthe people did not. That is, they were
spread out away from the city. It was necessagn,tfor the people again to populate this city
through the sacrificial love of Jesus Christ. Ehels no other way. So to speak, the mortar
holding the bricks of the church of Jesus Chrigether is the self-denying love of God. Use
any other mortar, and the wall of the church wvall &ipart. If you go into the church thinking,
“My way, my honor, what do | get, my will,” then yawill witness the church fall down all
around you.

That grace of Jesus Christ that is founcesug Christ is that we set aside ourselves and that
we are consumed instead with the great glory aadjteat good of God’s cause on earth and that
we willingly seek to give ourselves to serve faattgreat end. If that is not true of us, then the
true church will suffer grievously.

The church is the bride of Jesus Christ. thetgreat glory of God and the cause that He has
given to His church captivate our hearts. LetBalbylon, let not the wealth of this world, let not
our own fields and our own acres and our own caraed our own ways and our own things so
captivate our hearts that we say, “No, there’snaeh sacrifice to be part of that church, at least
to be an enthusiastic member of that church. kigdoo much of me.” Let the knowledge of
what God has done for His church, let the knowleafgghat the church is—the pillar and the
ground of the truth of God—Ilet that knowledge nometl in our hearts and let it crush all other
impulses. Let us give ourselves enthusiasticallyhée church and let not petty issues arise to
become the focus of the church, to divert the dinén@m her one and central calling to be a
reflection of the truth of God in this world.

We see the grace of God at work in the ddyeifemiah when the city is repopulated and
when Nehemiah makes the efforts that he does te th@vpeople return and actually live within
the city.

There are a number of things that we caml&am this, even if we look at that passage from
a rather superficial point of view.



First of all, we see that there was a widwgeaof people who had come back into Jerusalem,
people with various gifts and abilities. There &dirst of all, the gifts of leadership. That was
very important. Nehemiah saw to it that in thegleavho came back, there was an abundance
of true spiritual leadership. We read in versd ¢hapter 11 that the rulers dwelt there. Then,
after that, we read in verse 3 that there werelinef of the province that dwelt in Jerusalem;
verse 9, the second ruler; verse 11, rulers ohthese of the Lord; verse 14, the mighty. That
tells us that the indispensable grace to be a mifgre church is consuming love for the church.
Life directed toward the church, willingness touprooted from your own life for the sake of the
church—that is the indispensable grace for anydme will serve in the church faithfully as an
elder, pastor, deacon, or anyone who would seskrge the church in some capacity. There
must be the willingness to set aside one’s own foathe life and well-being of the church.

Groom yourself, then, as a young man, fodéeship. Groom yourself for leadership, if the
Lord wills to place you in the church as an eldeadeacon or as a pastor. But how do you do
that? By having a consuming love for God’s chueclgve that sets aside your own interests
and makes your own needs at best secondary béfreeeds of the church.

We see also that there was not only theogiféadership there, but there was also the gift
of diversity of service. In verse 12 of chapternid read of the brethren that did the work of
the house; verse 16, others who had the oversighemutward business of the house of the
Lord; verse 19, porters who kept the gates; veBseihgers who were over the business of the
house of the Lord. The maintenance of God’s heusea considerable work. There needed
to be sacrifices, and wood, and animals, and dgarand candles, and watching over the
various gates, all involving commitment and respaifisy. There was a lot of work to be
done. God’s work was being undertaken by men amtien who gave themselves freely to be
used as the Lord had placed them in the churcley Tied their various gifts for the good of
the church.

Then there was also the gift of covenant gerans, that is, of the family and of the sons and
grandsons remaining within the church. In versasd5 and many of the other verses we read
that all of those who dwelt in Jerusalem were thesof so-and-so. That is, families
emphasized to their children that they must remammitted to the church of Jesus Christ, that
there be boys and girls playing within the streét3erusalem—boys and girls within the
church.

Those who were dwelling now within Jerusalermo were heeding the call of God to come
into the city and to live there, were aware of ltleéiness of the church. They knew that
Jerusalem was the holy city. They knew that Jésusavas holy because God put His name
there and because God revealed Himself there azaibe God had fellowship with them there.
Therefore, Jerusalem represented to the world iwhatant to live with God. The church is a
holy church—nholy in Jesus Christ our Lord, redeemnettie blood of Jesus Christ, holy because
of the purposes that God has for her. Therefoeayiwo live within the church must live in
holiness, in all of our life, and with reverencalaespect and care for God.

We read further that those who were withi ¢hurch were those who were longing for the
coming of Jesus Christ. There were those withinskem who were longing for the coming,



the advent, of the Lord Jesus Christ. You seeelothe church are ever looking for the Lord
of the church. And the Lord of the church is J&Shast.

Still more, those within the church were sivaya deep appreciation for the priority of the
proper worship of God. They wanted all things ¢gusst so within Jerusalem, in order that
Jerusalem might be a place of thanksgiving andhgfirsg and of worship. They desired God to
be worshiped by His people in the church.

What a beautiful picture we have, then, ef¢hurch of Jesus Christ being populated, of God
calling repentant believers to enter into the chute populate the church, God calling parents to
bring up their children within the church. Thelaf God for us is a life within the walls of the
church — a life that does not look first for ourroapportunities in this world, but a life that is
free in Christ to look for our life in the churds faithful members of the church with our
families.

| say again, this can only come with selfrgeing love. This can come only at a cost. This
can come only out of a way of struggle—the strugglfaith. This can come only when we are
resolved, by the grace of God, to use our giftsis® our talents, to use our all, for the church.
We must say, “My life is the church, and the chuschy life.” Do you know that type of
sacrificial love? Are you aware of what the chuish-God’s dwelling place, Christ’s bride?
Are you committed to the church? Do you love therch?

Then we must have the right reason. We imargt the same reason that dwelt within the
heart of the people of God in Nehemiah’s day—tloeygbf God in His church. God is glorified
in His church on earth. God’s honor, God’s nameq’'& gospel, God’s truth, God’s purposes in
the spreading of the word—all of these are tieavitp the church of Jesus Christ on the earth.
The church carries into the world, not first of @tlarity, not first of all political agendas, not
pious influence, but God’s honor, God’s gospel, Gadirposes, God’s nhame, God’s glory.

Jerusalem was the typical dwelling of Gowas a type. It pointed to the true church of
Jesus Christ established now by Christ in His Wakdd for that church, men and women
came. They entered into that church, into Jerosad®en though it was going to cost dearly in
terms of their own life and advancement. Whatialpge to be a member of the church of Jesus
Christ under the truth of God’s Word with faithlters, faithful pastors and deacons. That
church represents God’s honor, God’s gospel, Gaai'se, God’s purposes. That is why we
love her and that is why it is a blessing to liwe tife within the church of Jesus Christ—such a
blessing that swallows up everything else.

God's fellowship, the fellowship of His peepls to be enjoyed within the church. Let me
ask you a question. Is heaven important to yow?ydu want to go to heaven? Why? You say,
to be with God and to be with His people; to sesidgeto glorify God. That is why | want to go
to heaven—to be with Him and His people and Je3bst is the same reason | want to be a
member of the church of Jesus Christ right nowt, ¢harch, faithful to His Word, zealous of His
glory and honor. Why do we want to be member$af thurch? So that we can have
fellowship with God and His people, see Jesus,gmafy God.



Let us then be encouraged by God’s Word andd press on in our calling as the church of
Jesus Christ. Let us count this the highest mos| to be a member of the church, and let us live
sacrificially, in self-denying love, that we migh¢ar the blessing of boys and girls playing,
living, growing up, being nurtured in the church.

Let us pray.

Father, we thank and praise Thed iy Word today and pray that such a love for
Thy church may dwell within our hearts, that we may set our own way and our own
prosperity and the things of this world before Krygdom, but that we may turn our backs upon
them and devotall things in our lives to Thy church. In Jesus’ nakmen.



