THE REFORMED WITNESS HOUR
November 27, 2011 The Desert Shall Blossom AdRibee

No. 3595 Rev. Carl Haak

Dear Radio Friends,

In the coming weeks we will consider the treasume the wonder of the birth of Jesus Christ
from the view point of Isaiah 35, which speaks $afithe blessings that come to us as a result
of the birth of our Savior.

Isaiah 35 is a beautiful chapter. It spaaks picturesque way of the blessings that will be
brought when Immanuel comes. Immanuel means “Gddwg.” The name Immanuel speaks
of the fact that Jesus Christ is the Son of Godectorus in our human flesh.

The writing of Isaiah 35 is, as | said, beflin its prose, as it seeks to reflect the
beauty of the blessings of Immanuel’s reign. | camember, as a boy, being enthralled by
this chapter. “The desert,” we read, “shall bloasas the rose...the eyes of the blind shall
be opened...the parched ground shall become a pomatdr...the redeemed of the Lord
shall go upon a highway of holiness.” The pointtué chapter is that when God pours out
upon us sinners His goodness and grace in the gpafiklis Son Immanuel, great
blessings come upon His precious church.

The beauty of Isaiah 35 is seen in its skargrast to chapter 34. In chapter 34 Isaiahas th
voice of judgment, judgment upon a reprobate araked world that has lifted itself up in pride
against God. There God brings words of final judgitupon the wickedness of all who are His
enemies in unbelief and sin. “For the indignatdhe LORD is upon all nations” (v. 2). “And
all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, andh#davens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and
all their host shall fall down” (v. 4). “For it ihe day of the brRD'S vengeance, and the year of
recompenses for the controversy of Zion” (v. 8).clhapter 34, the prophet Isaiah foretells the
day of final judgment, when God enters into judgtneith mankind.

In contrast, chapter 35 of Isaiah speaké®flessings of grace, blessings that will come to
His children in the way of Jesus Christ. In vetsa Isaiah 35 we read, “The wilderness and the
solitary place shall be glad for them.” We askpr®whom?” That brings us back to verse 17 of
chapter 34. We read, “And he [that is, God] hatst ¢he lot for them, and his hand hath divided
it unto them by line: they shall possess it foere¥rom generation to generation shall they dwell
therein.” The ones to whom God makes these beaptibmises in Isaiah 35 are the ones who
will be gathered by His Spirit. They are the otte# God has chosen freely of grace. Rather
than that we should be judged and condemned watkvtirld, which would have been justice,



the Lord has brought to us the blessings of His Sé@& has brought us salvation in the coming
of Immanuel.

Many different interpretations have been git@ Isaiah 35 throughout the history of the
church. 1 will not now give a critique of thesdarpretations. It is plain enough to us that this
beautiful chapter (Isaiah 35) speaks of the blgssihat come in Jesus Christ. “He will come
and save you” (v. 4). The ear of faith needs noenmformation to know who that is. That is
Jesus Christ. And then, to seal it, verses 5 antfben the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped...."réoall that, in Matthew 11:1-6, when John
the Baptist in prison was wondering whether Jesas imdeed the promised Messiah, he sent his
disciples to ask Jesus, “Art thou he that shouldescor do we look for another?” And in
response, the Lord quoted verses 5 and 6 of I&hialHe said, “Tell John that the eyes of the
blind are being opened and that the ears of theadeainstopped.” In other words, Jesus
Himself, in Matthew 11, identifies Himself as theeoof whom Isaiah is speaking in chapter 35.
This chapter speaks in picturesque and sublime wityge blessings that God brings to us when
Immanuel (God with us) comes to the earth.

In verses 1 and 2, today, we look at the tiedpromise that the wilderness and the solitary
place shall be glad, and the desert shall rejaickbdossom as a rose. It shall blossom
abundantly, we read in verse 2, “and rejoice evieh @y and singing: the glory of Lebanon
shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmed &haron, they shall see the glory of the Lord,
and the excellency of our God.”

Note with me that there is a marvelous chdrejeg foretold. A re-creation or
transformation is being promised. When God’s g glory bring His Son into the world,
there will be a marvelous change. Isaiah putsti@age in the figure of death to life, of
barrenness to fruit, of desolation to joy and siggi Pictured to us is something very familiar to
the experience of the Old Testament believer—artiesailderness, a solitary place. The
prophet may well have had in mind the desert @natd the south of the Jordan River and the
Dead Sea stretching all the way to the Gulf of Aadglwhere it was a dry land of slate rock, arid
and hot, inhabited by jackals and foxes, scorp@rmsscreech owls—a desert, a desolate, barren
place, inhospitable to human life, a weary land launcht.

Suddenly, the prophet says, there is a toamsftion. And the transformation is not simply a
momentary change produced by the spring rain brqnfiowers, but a miraculous change, a
transformation into a luxuriant garden. “The déseall blossom as the rose,” or, literally, a
crocus, a hyacinth. Desert flowers will be camgthe entire area of the desert as far as the eye
can reach. The desert shall blossom abundandijghbeyond expectation. Desert sand, rocks,
brush, sharp-pointed cacti changed into an aburskenof flowers and bloom.

And more. The very topography is alteredhé glory of Lebanon,” we read in verse 2,
“shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmeti&&haron.” The glory of Lebanon was its
forests, its cedar trees, trees that Solomon iregddr the building of the temple. Carmel and
Sharon were mountains in central Canaan notedér beauty. It was to Mount Carmel that all
Israel came in the days of Elijah to learn thatbdah, He is God. Carmel and Sharon were hills



shaded with oak trees, valleys with rich, loamy,dertile for farming, for wheat and barley, and
for cows, sheep, and oxen. The idea is that teerties being changed into a meadow.

And yet more. We read, the desert land shgjlbice even with joy and singing.” While
previously there had been the sounds of the screglithe squawk of a vulture, the howl of a
coyote, now there is singing. There is the chgmhbirds. There are the melodies and songs
from homes. Where the message once was desalatarys bitter, death, now the message is
“the heavens are telling the glory of God.” Alethreation is sounding in joy and song.

So is pictured to us the marvelous, the mil@gs, the glorious change that was brought to
pass through the coming and the gift of God’s Sesug Christ when He was born. Jesus Christ
did not come to make us over. It was not a patbh-But He came from the hand of God to
perform a miraculous, spiritual change. It is aietlly true that our Savior's redemption is so
complete that the creation itself that is now urtlercurse of sin shall be redeemed and shall
share in the glory of His redemption. You may r&amnans 8:19-23. And we must remember,
too, that in the manger the little baby being ndrsg Mary is creation’s Savior and Redeemer
who shall, by His power, renew all things in the ddHis glory and shall make a new heaven
and a new earth, a new creation, when He, througlffires of His judgments, will change our
bodies and all things in the creation around use durse shall be no more. There shall be no
more death and no more need of the sun. All arasndill shout and speak and sparkle with
the glory of God.

But the promise, the miraculous change thaeing pictured in verses 1 and 2 of Isaiah 35,
is the miraculous change of grace wrought by JEsuisst in the heart and lives of His children.
“He will come and save you” (v. 4)—not your bodgtin physical woe and poverty, but your
soulfrom sin.

The desert and the wilderness and the spliiaice represent out life as the result and
consequence of our sin and the desolation thasialsrings. Sin promises such sweetness and
pleasure, but it brings utter desolation. In anristhe heat and the burden of our guilt before a
holy and just God. In our sin is bitterness. &nsumes all things in the service of ourselves.
Sin dries up. Sin leaves utterly withered. Ittd®gs relationships. Sin brings desolation,
barrenness, and death, judgment and burden artdrgaibur soul.

But Jesus Christ was born. He came intcstate. He took upon Himself our sin and our
curse, that He might bear them away. And now tieetieis miraculous and marvelous change—
there is life, where there was formerly barrenraddbe soul. Now the desert land is blossoming
as arose. Out of our hearts proceed prayer ansepifaith and trust—all as a result of His
coming and His marvelous work. The grace that caemdesus, when Jesus was born, was a
marvelous grace. It was a transforming powewals a life-creating and life-renewing grace.

As the desert was transformed to a meadow, so @& sinners under the wrath of God, are
now redeemed and brought into the joyful preserczoal.

All of this reveals the glory of God. Whatheing seen in the transformation that Isaiah
speaks of is the glory and the excellency of GBodd’'s works always tell about Him. “O Lord,
our Lord,” we read in Psalm 104:25, “how marvelaus thy works. In wisdom thou hast made



them all. The earth is full of thy riches.” Theeation, and God’s work of providence in
upholding and directing and governing the creatiatl-ef these the eye of faith beholds with
wonder and awe.

But God'’s glory is revealed especially, amit$ greatest extent, in His work of grace, in His
work of salvation by the sending of Jesus Christ.

Now, we might ask, as we look at the birtlle$us Christ, where is the glory and the
excellency of God to be seen? The answer is: nfost have an eye to see it. You must be
givenan eye to see it. That is true of the creatiowels For unbelief is blind to God and His
glory and His excellency in creation, and it rekise acknowledge Him. So also is that true in
the birth of Jesus. Children, if you are to seedlory of the Lord in the birth of Jesus in
Bethlehem, the Holy Spirit Himself must give youeye of faith. You need the vision of a
lowly sinner. The eye of man sees nothing gloriou¥esus’ birth. It tries to invent and make
the glory. And indeed, humanly speaking, there maglory. It could hardly have been worse.
Mary gave birth to her son on a barn floor amidgireell of animal manure. He, her son, is Lord
of all, but He is wrapped in discarded rags. tfietrewas the revelation of God’s glory. In fact,
nothing so revealed God'’s glory as when Mary hie&ldabe in her arms. It was the glory of
God's grace.

Rather than that we, His church and peopleulsl perish, God gave His Son in our place, to
bear our penalty and earn for us what we coulceaat—an everlasting righteousness with
God. The gift of Jesus was the outshining of Gb@'art. He gave His own Son. God’s glory
was never more radiant, never so revealed, as Wheown Son clothed Himself with our flesh
and came under the guilt of our sin. The glorhesGod of grace. The glory is His favor to the
undeserving. The glory is the God of mercy andgassion to the miserable—a God of love to
those who are unlovely. His grace to embrace Jdgsus Christ is the glory of saving grace that
is seen in Jesus’ birth. Anbdatis what is behind the change.

The desert blossoms as a rose because @tmfi®us in His grace. Jesus Christ comes to
save us because God is glorious in His grace. Het excellent.

He works out the way by which we might beeshvWhen God sent Jesus Christ into the
world, God did not ignore His eternal justice agaiour sin. He did not pass by judgment. He
did not excuse sin. But, remaining holy, rightecarsed true, He punished our sin. Only He laid
our sin upon the head of our substitute, whom Rlgrace, had given to stand in our place.

God is excellent. God is surpassingly wi€ad brings salvation in a marvelous way. Jesus
Christ is born; the eternal Son of God has now cohfeaven’s Prince, who remains God, now
is joined to our flesh. He has come to satisfyjtiséice of God against sin. He has come to
bring liberty to us who were miserable sinners #nhake us new—so that out of the desert
there might come forth glory unto God.

Do you see this? Do you see this marveloasegof God to you, an undeserving, desolate,
bitter, barren sinner? That is the grace of Gaghopy your heart and giving you to see your
desperate need and the marvel of His grace andmisd giving Jesus Christ as the only Savior.



Do you see that as you celebrate the birtrestis Christ? Do you see the glory of the Lord
being revealed to you?

If we are truly to see the marvelous changethe glory of the Lord wrought in the coming
of Jesus Christ His Son, then this must be givarstolt must be worked in our hearts by the
Holy Spirit. To see all of this is grace. All thfe rich blessings of salvation are the gift of God
They are undeserved by us. They are unsought bpdighey are unearned by us. They are
freely, graciously, and powerfully given.

Note that we read that the wilderness anddtieary place shall be glad for them. You
remember that | pointed back to verse 17 of che&@teto define who the “them” are. They are
the ones whom the Lord has chosen in the grackedi@. But then, note again in chapter 35
verse 2 that the “glory of Lebanon shall be givatout,” and shall be given unto them.
Throughout the passage we read that this is aleffung that God gave. We did not deserve
this, we did not ask for or earn this. The wondr@aving work of Jesus Christ, from the very
beginning to its end, from the stable to the crashe empty tomb, to the exaltation at God’s
right hand, to His return in judgment, is all sohieg that is “given” freely of God’s grace to His
children—to you, whom He gives to know the desotattire of your sin.

To you, who are burdened and troubled andwafasoul under a load of sin, marvelous and
amazing and breathtaking, unimaginable, awesonuellert, wonderful things the Lord hath
done when He sent His Son to be born in BethlehRather than that we, dry, dead, solitary
sinners, should be consumed, grace gave His Sowéhmight be changed and transformed
from guilt to pardon, from death to life. So thia¢ desert might blossom abundantly, that we
might praise, give thanks, serve, love, trust, pcayfess. Confess what? Glory to God. How
excellent are His ways.

May God bless you today with His precious avor

Let us pray.

Father, we thank Thee for this beautiful pregy of the wonderful work of Jesus Christ and
the powerful transformation of Thy grace in Himririg) that word into our hearts with much
comfort and assurance. We pray, in Jesus’ nam&nAm



THE REFORMED WITNESSHOUR
December 4, 2011 Then Shall a LMaa Leap

No. 3596 Rev. Carl Haak

Dear Radio Friends,

C

Continuing today our series of messages on thaibgsf Immanuel’s reign, we return to Isaiah
35, and we look at verses 3-6. We read: “Stremgife the weak hands, and confirm the feeble
knees. Say to them that are of a fearful hearstBmg, fear not: behold, your God will come
with vengeance, even God with a recompense; hecwitie and save you. Then the eyes of the
blind shall be opened, and the ears of the dediflshainstopped. Then shall the lame man leap
as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing.”

We saw last week that this beautiful chaptdsaiah speaks of the rich and priceless
blessings of Messiah’s appearance. It speaks af iwmeans for us that God’s Son came to
earth, through the virgin birth. An unimaginabielanconceivable transformation will be
brought to pass, we read in verses 1 and 2—moreehoars than anything we could imagine. A
barren wilderness is portrayed to us. A solitacgrched desert. Suddenly this is changed
before the presence of the Lord. The desert blosss a rose. The burning desert (vv. 1, 2 of
Isaiah 35) is now clothed with flowers. The towgrcedars and the glory of Lebanon are given
unto it. The excellency of Carmel and Sharon, paktures and meadows, now constitute the
landscape that was before bleak and barren.

We saw a picture of the spiritual renewal ahdnge that comes to God’s children as a result
of the gift of God’s Son in our flesh. It is theage of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was sent for us
depraved-in-sin, barren and guilty enemies of Gdd.came first of all to change us, to take
away that awful guilt, and then to renew us byHody Spirit, implanting in our hearts His life.

Jesus Christ came to save sinners. Thatyshe was born in Bethlehem. Jesus Christ did
not come into the world to make this present warldcer place from which men can go to hell.
He did not come to redeem society. He came tafioam His children from children of wrath
unto children of God. Do you know this because tharvelous transformation by the Holy
Spirit has been wrought in you? Grace makes teatglifference, when it enters into a man or a
woman, a boy or a girl. Marvelous transformatidigace!

But now, as we continue in the chapter, wetbat an equally powerful picture of the
blessings of Jesus’ birth is given to us in vefz&s Now we read, not of a transformation of
land and soil and climate, of a desert to a meadonvof the inhabitants of the land. They are



pictured to us as a people who are distraught apdlbss, having weak hands and feeble knees.
They are commanded to be strong and to fear nothé&r God will come to save them. And
then, when He comes, what shall happen? The déyhs blind shall be opened. The ears of the
deaf unstopped. The lame shall leap as an hartl the tongue of the dumb shall sing.

Here we read of a spiritual transformatiomof soul, of our being, of our life. We who are
corrupt and depraved in sin cannot see, cannot baanot speak—but we are changed to see the
wonder of God’s saving grace, to hear the voiceurfSavior, to leap in cheerful service of God,
and to sing to show forth His praises. And altlo$ is brought to us in the coming of Jesus
Christ.

Do you know this personally? Is this the gdythe season for you, the joy of your life, the
reason of your joy? When God’s eye of love sawnsssent His Son for us, He brought about a
change so great in us—not a reformation of charagote an entire change, a spiritual change of
will, being, desire. If ‘grace’ permits you to samd to live as one who does not know Jesus
Christ, then you have no grace. Grace changeSius.lame shall leap as an hart.

We see here, first of all, a word of encoeragnt that is being spoken by the prophet. The
prophet is commissioned to speak a word of encemnagt to those who are weak and at the
point of despair, who feel overwhelmed, who arelyga lie down and quit. And the
encouragement centers in the fact that God willeamd save us. We read: “Strengthen ye the
weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. Sayetm that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear
not: behold, your God will come with vengeancesre@od with a recompence; he will come
and save you.”

Weak hands, in the Bible, are a picture péeson who lacks courage, courage to go on. He
has been busy, but obstacles have become too muthnow he sees no way out and no
purpose for living. Feeble knees are a pictura pérson who has lost all assurance and
confidence. He feels that strength and hope hesygeld out of his soul, and he cannot lay hold
of the promises of God. And the result will beearful heart, dread of the future.

Hebrews 12:3, 12 explains what is meant bgknends, feeble knees, and fearful heart. In
verse 3 we are told that we must consider Him, ithalesus Christ, lest we be wearied and faint
in our minds. And then, in verse 12, we read, “Véfare lift up the hands which hang down,
and the feeble knees.” There the passage is spgeakthe fact that God brings His
chastisements. Chastisements are God'’s corredbonsir sin, and they can be very grievous.
He forgives us. But He chooses in His wisdom somex to chastise us in order that we might
learn obedience. And so, when our inmost thougtiiat God’s way is too hard and that He
does not realize the effect His chastisement isnigaypon us, and when our soul is not satisfied
with God’s way and purpose, then comes the wodaaf: “Lift up the hands which hang down,
and the feeble knees.”

Are your hands weak and your knees feeblaytddDo you know the promises of God but
cannot take hold of them? They do not seen to@gpu? Your sin—have you ever seen your
sin this way, so that all breath goes out of yaw'ye repented, God has forgiven you, and yet
you bear the consequences of that sin? And ishukhd you are filled with remorse over the



memory and the folly of your sin. Or affliction¥.our own afflictions, or the afflictions of
others. These afflictions that come upon you anut yoved ones wear you down. Or you say,
“The way of the Lord is impossible. There is ngédor me.” Or depression, as a black rider,
pursues you and you have no place to go.

The word of the Lord comes to you as a cbil&od and says, “Strengthen the weak hands.
Confirm (or assure) the feeble knees. Say, Bagirear not. Behold, your God will come.”
His voice infuses courage into our souls. He psasius that He will come as the God of our
salvation. And the encouragement that God briogsstfocuses on one thing: the birth of our
Savior, the coming of Messiah, the appearanceeoLtind of glory in the flesh.

We must get that. The gospel of Christ’shbis the word of divine encouragement. It is the
word of strengthening for you and me and all thidobn of God in whatever way the Lord leads
us. We must think about that. We must meditatetpat. We must not rush on. We say, “Oh,
yes, we know that Jesus Christ was born in thatestaVhat little child doesn’t know about
that?” Yet, we get so rattled. We become so arsxidNVe are overwhelmed. ltis as if we do
not know the fact that we have been given a Savitee birth of our Savior, the coming of
God’s Son into our flesh, is our strength and ermgement. It is the message that God has
descended from His throne, broke through the dakr@me among us to bear us up and to
deliver us from our sin.

To the world of unbelief, the coming of Jesugerror. Christmas-terror! For, we read, the
Lord will come with vengeance, even God with a rapense upon His enemies.

But Jesus Christ appears as the light of @msalvation of the church. And, therefore, be
strong, fear not. Christ is born. Your sin, yohastisements—you say, “There is no hope™?
Listen. God has come to save us. And now thoastidements are directed by His eternal
love. Your sickness and your affliction? Your ®abore all of these things and they are in His
hands. They are being used of Him to mold andgeepou. You say, “The way of the Lord is
too much™? Do not judge God with your eyes. Btk upon Bethlehem and see that He has
cherished us, He has given His own Son for us.

The birth of Jesus Christ is a word of mavusland divine encouragement. And the birth of
Jesus Christ is a word to us of a gracious cha will come. For Jesus Christ is God in the
flesh. And when God comes, then the eyes of timel Ishall be opened and the ears of the deaf
unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as anamatthe tongue of the dumb shall sing.
When God comes to save, it will be a glorious cleangrked in the children of God.

The world cannot see this. The world say®u‘say a powerful change came into the world
in Bethlehem of Judea, more powerful than the creatice of God by which, you say, all
things were made? We have gone there to BethleliBrmthere are still birth defects and
disease and death and crime and poverty and wéipemnersions are getting worse. Where is
the change? Do you mean to say that we are temetige world for Jesus, that hope lies in
legislation of men, social renewal, acceptancevefyereligion, the Ten Commandments on the
courthouse wall? He came,” says the world, “whetee change? Where is that dynamic,
marvelous, victorious change? Where?”



The answer of the gospel is: Itis in tharhef His children. If any man be in Christ, keai
new creature (Il Cor. 5:17). It is the powerfidjig change within the child of God, from a
dead, hell-deserving, hate-filled sinner to one Whws his knee in love and reverence before
Jesus Christ.

God says the marvelous change is the ondhtaagrace of Christ brings to us. “l once was
blind, but now | see; | was deaf but now | heamédafrom the neck down but not | leap; | was
dumb but now I sing.” Then, says the text, thatMisen Jesus comes, this marvelous change
reflecting the glory of God shall be accomplishédmarvelous power more amazing than when
the Red Sea was parted or when the sun stoodhdtilé days of Joshua or when God spoke the
whole world into being in the beginning. The maows power of grace is seen when God’'s Son
in the flesh comes and when God’s Son takes to élfira$ the curse and the hell of our sin and
when His Spirit comes to renew our hearts thatwmey are dead sinners, might know Him and
confess Him. Do you know this change from a cdrsipner to a repentant child of God—this
marvelous, creative, gracious change that God alangerform within our hearts, and that He
does through Jesus Christ?

It is a four-fold change. Then shall the ef¢he blind be opened. To bénd is to be
unable to see the beauty of God. To be blind izetenthralled with the darkness of sin. To be
blind is to live in conceit and pride. It is toagine that lust gives pleasure, that things bring
peace, that applause and acceptance bring sabstadthat is to be blind. Tseeis to know
God in love, God in all His majesty, goodness, gratte—to stand in awe of God. It is to see
your sin, to see your nature as proud, hateful,aarmbant. And it is to see God’s word, God’s
will, as alone the way of wisdom and power. Hlasee Christ by faith—your Savior—and to
love Him. The blind are made to see.

Then shall the ear of the deaf be unstopdedbedeaf is to be unable to hear the sounds of
the creation. Itis to be unable to hear the voic&od. It is not to hear God speaking. Itis
rather to be deaf, hard. It is to listen to slim hearis to hear God in His Word. It is to hear the
Savior speak the gospel to you personally, calimg by name.

Then shall the lame man leap as an hartbefTamemeans there is no impulse, no strength,
to walk in the truth of Christ. It is to be unaltbemove toward God. Twalk means to be given
the new man of Christ that feels exuberant, unguaie joy in Christ, and to be made willing,
in Christ, cheerfully to walk the way of His will.

Then shall the tongue of the dumb sing.speakis to be able to say, “My God, how
wonderful Thou art.” But we a@umbof ourselves to God’s praise. Our tongues arekgui
sharp, dirty in sin, gossip, criticism, cursingddiasphemy. The language of God’s praises
cannot be found in sinners. The syllables anatimsonants just do not come. But when grace
touches the heart, it reaches the tongue. WdHative must thank Him. And we want our
tongue to be an instrument of His grace, not a weap destroy. We sing—not just talk. We
gather at the foot of the cross and we sing evalewle are in trials and in sickness and in
death. The voice of joy and thanksgiving is in tidgernacles of the righteous (Ps. 118).



And all of this, this marvelous change: ¢e,sto hear, to walk and to leap, to sing and to
speak—all of this change, this marvelous spiritdginge, is of grace. There is only one
difference between those who rest in heaven argkthno anguish in hell. There is one
difference between those who walk in the robestuferand righteousness in Jesus Christ and
those who gnash their teach. The difference isggrand grace alone.

Can the blind make themselves see? Carethienchke themselves hear? Can the paralyzed
leap? Can the dumb sing? It is all of grace. ®@odld build for Himself a people in heaven to
behold Him, to hearken to Him, to walk with Him,gmg to Him, to hear Him, and to talk to
Him. And where did He get these people? He gamnthby His grace, from those who were
dead, dumb, blind, unable to move.

When Solomon built a place for himself and@wd, he did so out of cedar and out of gold.
But when God built His palace in glory, He sent bliace and mercy into the pit of sin, into a
desert land among the blind, deaf, lame, and durdsent His Son Jesus Christ into
Bethlehem. “Go, go, My Son. Gather the outcagther the unworthy into My house. Reveal
the marvel of My grace.”

I am commissioned to proclaim the birth afukeChrist in Bethlehem. God says, “Say to
them that are of a fearful heart.” The messagelthang is God’s message. God has sent the
One, Jesus Christ, who gives sight to blind mearihg to deaf men, strength to lame men, and
a voice to the dumb. The call of the gospel, by ¢tace, is: “Believe on Him, trust in Him,
repent. Bow before Him.” Grace working within dwarts produces a change, a profound
change—a realization of our own sin and depravity the wonder of Jesus Christ.

God commissions me to say to all who, by diace, know this marvelous change: Are you
hopeless? Have you come to a place where youoang tp give up? Are you ready to despair?
Say unto them, Be strong. Fear not. For behady 5od has come in a manger, in Jesus
Christ, to save you with a marvelous and powerfatg.

To God, then, and to God alone, be all prarsgthanksgiving.

Let us pray.

Father, we thank Thee for Thy word. We agkimthat the Holy Spirit may bless this word
unto our hearts and lives. In Jesus’ name we pRagen.



THE REFORMED WITNESSHOUR
December 11, 2011 The Mirage Shall Becarkeol

No. 3597 Rev. Carl Haak

Dear Radio Friends,

F

For the past two weeks we have been following #eubful chapter of Isaiah 35 as it speaks to
us of the glorious and wonderful blessings of thminig of Immanuel, God’s Son in the flesh,
and of the great salvation that He will bring. Allestions of who the prophet is speaking about
in Isaiah 35 are answered in verse 4 of the chapké will come and save you,” we read, or,
literally, “He himself will come and save you.” mediately faith recognizes that this is a
prophecy of Jesus Christ. Salvation has been btdogis in the birth of Jesus Christ. We must
grasp that wonder with all of our heart. The restithe birth of Jesus Christ is the most
marvelous gift of God. In figurative language,ida35 speaks of a marvelous transformation:
the desert shall blossom as a rose—a picture cfdliary desert now carpeted with spring
flowers, and having cedars and pastures wheretbece had been a barren landscape—a
wonderful change.

And we saw that this means that the gospethdes that totally depraved sinners are loved
graciously of God, and those who are evil are ratkly the gift of Jesus Christ. They are
changed, changed from the desert of hate and éndifte to the life of God’s love in Christ.
Salvation in Jesus Christ is not a cosmetic chamgeperson’s life. It is a marvelous
transformation of the mighty grace of God.

Still more. We see in this chapter that Gochmissions a word to be spoken to those who
are weak of hand and feeble of knees. That wos] Ve strong and fear not.” Why? Again,
the answer is, He will come and He will bring a wehwous salvation. “Then the eyes of the blind
shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shalhb®pped. Then shall the lame man leap as an
hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing.” We shalktianged by the marvelous grace of God. By
the birth of Jesus Christ, those who are spiriyualind, dumb, and lame are changed spiritually
to know, see, love, obey, and walk with God.

This glorious transformation will also affexir bodies. For the day will come when Jesus
Christ returns. And He shall change our bodiedl.(B{20, 21), and make them like unto His
most glorious body. We will have a new body—aigymt change in the body too, in the last
day, when Jesus comes to raise our bodies fromréwe.



Do you believe this? This is what has be@ught to us when Immanuel, God’s Son in the
flesh, was born in Bethlehem.

Continuing today in Isaiah 35 we come to gsr8 and 7: “For in the wilderness shall waters
break out, and streams in the desert. And thehpdrground shall become a pool, and the
thirsty land springs of water: in the habitatidrdcagons, where each lay, shall be grass with
reeds and rushes.”

The word “parched ground” is, literally, “tpare” or “quivering glow” or “mirage.” The
idea is that the mirage shall become a pool of sy#te point being that in a world of false hopes
and delusions, disappointments and frauds, thaaivthat Christ brings is no such delusion or
fraud—no mirage. Butitis real. Itis satisfyingnd it isabsolutelyglorious! Christ and the
salvation that He brought to us are no mirageusleaid, “He that believeth on rhathlife.”
He said, “| am come that they midgivelife.” He said, “If any man thirst, let him consato
me and | will give to him living water.”

So the point of the passage now is thist itha world of delusions and false hopes and
despair and vanity, God has sent His Son intolésh fto bring to us a real, full, and complete
salvation. The mirage shall become a pool of water

The Old Testament believer would be very feamwith the picture of life that is given in
Isaiah 35:6, 7. Itis the picture of a travelerammomad, one who is on a journey. He must pass
through a wilderness, a desert. It is trackless+eads or paths. And it is waterless. The hot
sun would beat down upon his head and the desimatould seem as if never to come. He
would become weary, and his spirits would drop. wéeilld begin to long for water to slake his
deepening thirst. A sense of panic and confusioulavseize him. He would become obsessed
with the thought of water. In the distance he wiaaée what appeared to be a pool of blue water
stretching over the horizon. And he would sayitodelf, “I have only now to reach that pool
and | shall have water and rest, for an oasis imeisthere.” Only to find that when he got to that
place in the desert, there was only parched grouneraily, glowing, shimmering sand. The
sun shining on the sand gave the appearance of.wdéhad been deceived. His mind had
deceived him. It was an illusion. He would goagain. And this would happen again and
again. Each time he would become more convincaidhé would find water there. But each
time he would find that he had been deluded byragnei

So, says God’s Word, is this life, apart frand outside of God and Jesus Christ. Man,
according to the Bible, is on a journey. He isaa¢ler. He is passing through this life. We do
not have to go far in this life before we becomey\tged as we journey through a wilderness.
For the curse of sin is upon this present lifeorStine rose-colored glasses come off our face.
There are problems. There are sorrows. Therpans. There is sin and difficulty and disease
and cancer and poverty and collapse of businesbraad-down of family and home and
marriage. There is depression, despair, anxietyicp And man is always looking for those
things that will bring to him satisfaction, joy,&peace—perhaps a relationship, or perhaps
some religion. He looks into the future and hess&®h, if ever | can attain unto this, if | can
have this person, if | can obtain this thing, orthés job, or be brought to this position, then my
inner thirst shall be satisfied.” Only to find thahen he arrives at that place, he sees thatatll t



he had pinned his hopes upon was only a deludidhile it appeared from the distance to be
able to give happiness and satisfaction to the sorduld do none of those things. Always it
would turn to something else, someone else, ardifteobject that promises to give rest and
peace and life and relief, which in turn would agaiove to be a mirage. When we get there, it
is only sand. We find it to be empty, not whattiweught, and it does not satisfy.

In the versification of Psalm 63: “Apartifnolhee | long and thirst, and nought can
satisfy.” In the words of Isaiah 57: “The wickark like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest.”
The emptiness of our souls cannot be filled witithimg of this present time or life. Itis all
sand. Man tries to find satisfaction, rest, peaoe, happiness. But all that he finds is
disappointment and disillusionment. The world #medevil offer up many a mirage for people
to pin their hopes upon, as something that promésing happiness to their souls. There is
the mirage of pleasure and entertainment. Evergtthat is needed, we are told today, can be
obtained through pleasure and entertainment. ¥appiness can be found simply in partying
harder. Booze, sex, drugs, getting high—that lwithg happiness to your never-dying soul, says
man. Or, get a video and cheer yourself up, soytawill not be lonely. These are the things
that will get rid of your troubles. Or sports. ddne consumed by your team—if they win the
pennant or the Stanley Cup or the Rose Bowl. @pthasures of sin—another woman,
drunkenness, stoned out of your mind, party. Thieisgs will satisfy.

The whole world is based upon this beliefllidhs and billions of dollars are spent out of
this belief that pleasure and human entertainmaarissatisfy and bring peace to a soul.

Do you believe that? Is that what your ifgredicated upon? It is a delusion.

There is the delusion of wealth, that earthlggs and power of money can bring
satisfaction—the belief that money will be ablétgy happiness and provide real protection.
And then one begins to pin his hopes on his econasituation. If it collapses, his life
collapses. Success in business is all that mat&wswhat brings peace is a bigger home, more
clothes, toys, cars. These will be the things wiktmake us happy. In the words of the rich
fool of Jesus’ parable, men and women then sayl;$ake thine ease. Thou hast much goods
laid up for thyself.”

Do you believe that? Do you believe thandisiand stuff and possessions are what life is all
about and that these will bring to your soul pead&® Bible says this is a delusion.

But then there is the whole delusion todathefrealm of inner peace and improvement and
change. When men realize how shallow pleasurdghangs and money appear, they say that the
way to true peace and happiness is learning, aitjanself-improvement, philosophy, self-help,
yoga, New Age, Dr. Phil, Oprah, developing inwaistgline. You get satisfaction by making
yourself all that you can be.

Or, change. If only | could have a changew-people, new joy, new husband, new wife,
new friends, new situation. If I can find that—setlning new, a new beginning—this will bring
me peace.



Do you believe that? Do you believe thais$éattion and happiness for your soul is to be
found within yourself and with some change? Thia delusion.

And then there is the mirage, offered uph®/world and the devil, of the false religions.
Whatever false religion it may be—Islam, Hinduissngven a Christianity that is not rooted in a
reverence for the Bible, God’s word; does not regjaiforsaking of sin; considers the Bible to
be fallible; is not at heart in awe of God’s grawmet can, rather, be defined by what God can do
for you and how He serves your inner purposes—asdumity that allows for a cutting off from
the Bible all that one finds difficult to swallownd for accepting what one would like the
message of Christianity to be.

Is this what you believe? Do you believaifalse religion? Do you believe in a
Christianity that has gutted the truth of pers@ialand salvation by grace only?

We read in Jeremiah 2:13, “For my people l@ramitted two evils; they have forsaken me
the fountain of living waters, and hewed them asitecns, broken cisterns, that can hold no
water.” What is evil? Evil there is described@saking God as the only treasure, as the only
water of life. And then, it is putting your lips the sand and sucking and sucking and sucking,
thinking that you shall find refreshment apart fr@uad.

All of these are a mirage. They are a delusiThey will leave you empty. In the words of
the church father Augustine, “Unquiet is our soutiluit rests in Thee.”

Jesus Christ, and the salvation that Godybrthrough Him, is no mirage. He will come and
save you. For in the wilderness shall water braakwe read, and streams in the desert. And
the parched ground shall become a pool and thetyHand springs of water. Jesus did not come
into the world as another mirage. The gospel ts‘Wgell, try Jesus.” Jesus does not join the
list of possibilities of potential help out ther&he gospel does not belong on the medicine shelf
of the world. The gospel is not, “Well, if Chrigtiity or Christ works for you, fine for you.” But
the gospel is this: Jesus Christ, born of theiwing Bethlehem, God’s Son in the flesh, Savior
of the church—this Jesus alone, alone, can satisfgoul of a man. Salvation is to be found,
and rest and peace are to be found, in Him alone.

If any man thirst, said Jesus, let him comi® WMe and drink. He that believeth on Me, as
the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shaWflovers of living water. Jesus said, “Whosoever
drinketh of this water [that is, the water of therid] shall thirst again. But whosoever drinketh
of the water that | shall give him shall nevershirBut the water that | shall give him shall be i
him a well of water springing up to everlastingif

No more mirages. The very first thing thet grace of God in Jesus Christ does to a sinner
when it saves him is to give him to see himself @il world for what he is and what the world
is. Grace is a dose of realism.

We are sinners in a perishing world. Do koow that? Sin and death are in you right now.
And the world in which you live is passing away amaah give you nothing. All its glitter and



hope are sand and dust. You are a sinner. Yoturaueling through this wasteland, this desert.
Your journey will end. The grave opens up for yand it leads to eternity and to judgment.

First, grace opens the eyes of the blindstFgrace unstops the ears of the deaf. You ¢anno
save yourself. And the world cannot save you.y@irself, and looking all around you in this
world, you must needs perish. Grace shows youyfasr own desperate need. Only Christ can
save and satisfy. God must lead you to the pobviolg water.

But how? How is Jesus Christ the real anidfgang pool of water?

First of all, He is this real water, thisistction, because He is the One who makes us right
with God. Why was Jesus born? Did He come becddgse were redeemable qualities in man,
because God wished to try out the human experietN?Jesus Christ was born so that I, by
grace, might be made right with God, the God wittom | am not right. 1 am an enemy of God
by nature. All the mirages of self-happiness foged and will not reckon with the reality of
sin. The Bible declares that we have fallen froodGhat we are conceived and born in sin, that
we have turned our back upon God. For all haveesirand come short of the glory of God, and
therefore deserve God'’s judgment and condemnation.

How shall we be right with God? If | am righith God, | am right, no matter the
circumstances of my life, no matter if | am despeefaancially at this time of the year, no
matter if | am stressed or suffering a severe ds@ad illness. If | am right with God, all is
well.

How can | be right with God? The answer:gfce. God sent His Son to be burdened
down with the sin and curse of His children. Heswwarn in order that He might go to a cross.
You see Him in the manger? He was born to beagoefs and to carry our sorrows (Is. 53).
See Him His lifelong? He was despised and rejectenen, a man of sorrows and acquainted
with griefs. The Lord hath laid upon Him the inigyuof us all. He came to die on a cross in the
place of His children, in order that they mightrbade right with God.

Jesus is the pool of water, not only by mgkis right with God, but also by renewing us by
His grace. His Holy Spirit enters into us, delves from the dominion of sin, and leads us to a
life of service to God. Christianity is not a miocade. It is living water. It is the life of Gist
being imparted into your heart. It is a changéefheart.

Now we desire in Christ the things that dvevee. He dwells within us, comforting,
directing, empowering, and assuring us. “In Theeswul (again from Psalm 63) is satisfied,
my darkness turns to light.” Streams of water breat in the desert. Our Lord Jesus Christ
supplies all and every need. He never fails. ¥hémng that | need is in Him. You who have
been brought to Him know that He is no mirage. Yidw have tasted of His living water
know He is no delusion. Look at all the thingsttbéier satisfaction. Death robs you of them.
Pleasure and wealth and possessions and philosophgelf-help. They are all gone at the
moment of death. They cannot help you when yoarthe broken and bleeding.



But Jesus Christ is no mirage. He appeaadl of His strength and beauty, in the midst of a
curse-filled world and before death. He is ouri8avAll things for our salvation are to be
found in Him.

And so the picture of Isaiah 35 is that dua desert comes an oasis. The water produces a
lush habitation. We read “in the habitation ofgiras (or jackals), where each lay, shall be grass
with reeds and rushes.” Desert life includes j&ckad scorpions and snakes. It brings fears,
threats, and evils. The world of sin wants yothiak that it is a time of fun and wealth and
success. But in reality this world is a dangenglase. It will kill you. When you fall down,
and when you are burned out by the pleasuresctirpiens will sting. The jackals will be there
to eat up your flesh. Hyenas and vultures wilkpiour bones. The vanity of sin leaves you in
horror.

But the message of the birth of Jesus Clwrigtat He brings a lush habitation. Where the
jackal of hate and greed and pride once lay inijmow God gives peace and love and joy in
the Spirit. Where the scorpion of envy and hateeagxisted, in Jesus Christ we are brought to
peace and rest so that we find salvation in Chkbs. blessings are not a trickle. They are not a
drop of water from a bucket. But they are streafathfulness over all of our life, pardon full
and free, love never changing, grace all-suffigigt unquenchable.

Jesus Christ entered into the world to saviEam our sins. He is the real Savior. And none
who come to Him by grace shall ever be cast awayu will find in Him a pool of water in the
desert.

Let us pray.

Father, we pray that Thy word, entering iotw heart, may give us peace and joy. And,
again, all praise be to Thee alone, Amen.
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December 18, 2011 A Highway ThroughDesert

No. 3598 Rev. Carl Haak

Dear Radio Friends,

In past weeks we have considered the beautiful@opfound in Isaiah 35. Today we come to
the last verses (8-10). Here we read: “And ahway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be
called The way of holiness; the unclean shall msspover it; but it shall be for those: the
wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therelNo lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast
shall go up thereon, it shall not be found thetd;the redeemed shall walk there: and the
ransomed of thedrD shall return, and come to Zion with songs andlaséng joy upon their
heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, andwand sighing shall flee away.”

Those who have been to the land of Canabungehat there is a road that begins in the little
village of Bethlehem, leading north and east upeimsalem. Actually, it begins at the door of a
stable and leads to a hill outside of Jerusalempesthas a skull. The one who first traveled this
road traveled it all alone. It was narrow, witihlining and thundering, fears and dangers,
precipices, enemies. And on Him was placed anldo#d. He never missed one step to the hill
of the skull.

From the hill outside of Jerusalem, the rleadls to a cemetery, in which many graves are
opened. And from one grave, a very rich man’s gravhuge stone is rolled away. And all you
can say of this tomb is: It is empty. From thenegery, the road cuts again through Jerusalem,
through a garden of olive trees and up a beautifulintain called Olivet. And from there the
road leads up, through a cloud, to a city whos&lbuand maker is God, through the gates of
pearl, and into streets of gold, near a crystataliver, and a tree of Life, with sounds of sirggin
and rejoicing, children playing in the streets, afdimen leaping for joy. No street lights. For
He who traveled for us is the Light of that city.

The road leads to the center of the city, thiede we see a throne, high and lifted up. He tha
sits upon it rules over all forever and ever. Hewraveled the road sits upon His right hand,
the blessed and loved of the Father.

Ever since, He has Himself led those whonrddeemed upon His cross on a highway
through the desert. A clear way, every stonelbigi¢is own hand. And He Himself walks with
us. Those who now walk that road are the redeethedansomed of the Lord, ransomed by His
blood. It was their sin that was the awful loadttHe carried to the cross of Calvary. If you
look at the wrists of the redeemed, you will seertiarks of handcuffs of sin, for they were long
enslaved. And on their backs, the scars of sia.lddds them in a way that often spans deep and



bottomless ravines. He leads them in a way fronchvimany would otherwise fall to
damnation. There are bridges over many a whirlgiwetl would otherwise suck men down to
destruction. He often leads His people througkeyaland days of rest and days of darkness.
But He Himself is with them.

And He leads them to the city where He isgKithhrough the rough door called death and
over a river called Jordan, to Zion, where all garand sighing flee away. They awake with
His likeness. They see His face eternally. Thayehjoy and gladness. They live there and
praise God forever.

Are you on this way? Do you know this way?

There is another way. It is broad. It letdsugh the dwelling places of sin. It leads
through all the places where sinful pride will gand it ends in damnation and a lake of fire.

Messiah has come. The blessing is thistales us, by His grace and through the power of
His eternal work, into the embrace of God. He gsidnd guards and molds and prepares us.
And at last He receives us to glory. He doesdhishe highway of holiness through the desert.
Are you on this way?

Isaiah 35 speaks, we have seen, of the gradilessings given to us when our long-expected
Jesus is born and performs God’s work for us. usedlo a quick review of what we have seen in
this chapter.

All questions of who and what Isaiah is tatkabout in Isaiah 35 are answered in verse 4:
“behold, your God will come...he will come and saweiy This is Jesus Christ, born of the
virgin Mary.

The chapter says that His coming brings raoszing transformation. In the first verses we
have the stark contrast of a desert transformedalanket of flowers, the message being that we
totally-depraved sinners and rebels before Godaaigeven and renewed.

Then in verses 3-6 the picture is of those Wave weak hands and feeble knees, who are
prone to fear. They are commanded not to fearidatise with great confidence, for the eyes of
the blind and the ears of the deaf shall be opghedame man shall leap, and the tongue of the
dumb shall sing. There shall be a glorious persmaasformation.

Then in verses 6 and 7 we have the answtetquestion: Is all of this salvation real and
true, or is it simply a mirage? Is it a false hegas the false hopes of the men in this world?
The answer is, No, Jesus is the true living wathere once we lay in sin, now we will be
blessed by His Spirit.

And now in verse 8-10 we are told of “anhwgy that shall be there,” that is, in the desert.
Not only in this desert does Jesus supply watesidut we shall be supplied a highway over
which we may travel. The desert is a place ofrdesbn, not only because it is dry, but also
because we are lost. A highway shall be therghdrworld, then, where we would be lost,



where we would be tempted, where we would be setand pulled astray—in this desert there
shall be a trail, a highway, a place that is cashamnd prepared and clear. And Messiah, God’s
own Son, who saved us, shall lead us through #s8erd of sin and bring us to the Father in

glory.

It becomes very plain when you study the boblsaiah, and particularly this chapter, that in
the first instance we have a prophecy here ofeham of Judah from the Babylonian captivity.
The “ransomed” in verse 10, “the ransomed of tbet.shall return, and come to Zion with
songs.” God, as Isaiah foretells, would visit gt@nd defiant Judah with judgment. He would
chasten His children. They would be laid low bybNehadnezzar and would be for seventy
years in the bondage of Babylon. But God foretati®, in Isaiah 35, that He will bring them
back to Zion from Mesopotamia, through the desExten as Moses once led the people of Israel
from Egypt unto Canaan, so they would be brougbk liiem Babylon to their own land. They
would come in transports of joy and mirth.

But that was a picture of our redemption freim and from the life of emptiness. That
comes to us through Immanuel, God’s Son. Isaiaoisimply talking about a physical
highway between present-day Baghdad and Jerusdiienis not talking about a stretch of land
on which archaeologists can find pottery discarojethe Jews when they returned. He is not
referring to a paved road from Mesopotamia to Isvaa railroad line from Egypt to Palestine.
Rather, Isaiah is talking about the way of God,wag out of sin, out of the desert of guilt and
the bondage of iniquity unto eternal life, a wayhofiness, a way that would bring one to
everlasting joy, where sorrow and sighing will fesgay. This is the way of salvation. Isaiah
was talking of Christ Himself, who said, “I am tvay, the truth, and the life. No man cometh
to the Father but by me.” The way of preparatigrGod through fear and trial, the pathway of
redemption, the way Christ has made for us out@tiondage of our sin, out of the vanity of
death and sorrow, into eternal glory. Do you kribis way? Are you on this way?

It is, first of all, a clear way. It is aghiway. It is cast up. Wayfaring men, though fquls
8), shall not err therein. The idea is that & igery clear way, well-constructed, easy to see,
clear-cut, defined, marked out. The way to etelifals clear. It is built upon the blood and
righteousness of Jesus Christ. How will my soubps the judgment of this world? How shall |
find rest? What is the way? Not yourself. Notyworks. But the blood and the righteousness
of Jesus Christ. “By Me,” said Jesus, “by Me,niyanan enter in, he shall be saved.” By
faith—God'’s gift whereby we believe the righteoussief Jesus Christ and confess: “Foul, | to
the fountain fly; Wash me, Savior, or | die.”

It is clear in that the way is marked oupgig step in the Holy Scriptures. The Holy Scriptuare
the light that shines in the dark place. Are ymmi? Are you drifting? Are you confused? Youéhav
no purpose? You have nothing but conflicts? Yawehan aimless life? Well, when did you set aside
the Scriptures? The way is clear. The Bibleesthy. The gospel of faith and repentance, sewychi
the Scriptures, daily prayer. In desert land, \tary easy to go astray. Many wander. Many ldae
path. Many fall into the labyrinth of the worl¥any go lost in destruction. Jesus is the way. A
highway. A clear way revealed in Holy Scriptunetigh faith.



But it is more. It shall be called the wdyholiness. The unclean shall not pass over it.
That is, this way is the way of conformity to thdl\wf God—a delight to obey the
commandments of God. The unclean, who defile tledras and set aside the law of God, who
live for themselves, shall not pass over this w#gu live an impenitent life? You have
immunized yourself from the prick of the Holy Spupon your conscience? Your Christianity
costs you nothing? There are no struggles agginstsin, against hate, greed, lust, envy,
jealousy? Then you stand in the way of ungodlingss stand with sinners. You are not in the
way. The way that leads to life is the way of hess, the way of daily repentance. It is the way
of the love of Christ that constrains me. It is theauty of Christ in His grace, and it is the esi
to serve Him and to flee from a sinful world.

Finally, this way is safe. We read, “No lisimall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up
thereon, it shall not be found there.” The highwégalvation, of belonging to Christ by grace,
is a way that is safe. It brings the assuraneafdty. The lion (or the devil), the ravenous beas
(temptations), and sudden fears (sickness andtgiw<dall of these shall not destroy the people
of God. For on the way of salvation, we experietheeperfect protection and peace of our
Shepherd. The Lord my Shepherd holds me withintéhgler care. He that dwelleth in the
secret place of the Most High shall abide undeistiedow of the Almighty. On the highway of
salvation comes the promise that God will presesze

This is the highway. Who travel this way?

We read, “But the redeemed shall walk thexed the ransomed of the@RkD shall return,
and come to Zion.” The redeemed and the ransoringe c.ord! To be placed on this highway,
and to be kept safe on this highway, you must fiestedeemed and ransomed. God’s grace in
Christ takes you to heaven and puts you on thetwagaven. For you and | are lost in the
desert. Like anyone else, we are sold in the bgmadéour sin. We are locked deep down in the
dungeon of despair.

The words “redeemed” and “ransomed” wouldlttire heart of the Old Testament
believers. Those words would ring in their solhe word “redeemed” would bring to mind that
someone or something precious to them had once oader the ownership of another. In the
Old Testament, you redeemed a son, or you redeamkxd of land that had been lost through
death or foreclosure. It belonged now to somedse €You would buy it back for yourself. So
Jesus Christ is our Redeemer who has purchaséowght us back out of the depth of sin to
Himself.

And “ransomed.” The reference is to the nyath@t was brought to purchase someone out
of slavery. What, says the Scripture? Know yethat ye were bought with a price (I Cor.
6:19-20)? The very blood of Jesus Christ was sti¢ake us from the bondage of our sin and
into the house of God. All who walk the pathwayh&aven are those who first must be
redeemed from their sin and ransomed from theibgithe marvelous grace of God.

They are now wayfaring men (v. 8). Thatnsther name for a pilgrim. That is a name for a
person who travels from place to place on foot,dmés not belong to the country through which
he passes.



Let me tell you what that means. Wayfariegle are on the highway to Zion. When God,
in Christ, puts you on the path to heaven, He thddife of heaven in your heart, the life of the
city where God dwells, the life of Christ, the ldéthe world to come. He puts that in your
heart. You do not walk a path through a desertratteere is no water to a land that you abhor
or a land that you do not love, or a land to whioln do not belong. You walk the path that
leads to your home, to your fatherland, to the lahgour Father.

If this world is our home, we will not walké pathway of the redeemed. If our treasure is
here below, we will not want to leave behind thiegent world. The life of the city that is from
above is given to us now. The promises, the jthesyictory—all of these things are given to us
now. Now, when we go from place to place, He Himsair Savior, leads us and is with us.
But here we have no abiding place. We seek oriesta come. Every day He says, “Up,
arise. This land, this city, shall be destroyéidshall vanish as smoke in the day of the Lord.
Up, on the highway that leads to heaven.”

Those who are redeemed and who are madéenmslgand those who are given a constant
Companion, are those who travel on this highwaye fdad that the unclean shall not pass over
it, but it shall be there for those, the wayfarmgn, and he shall be with them. Every day the
Lord Himself is near them. He who paved this wdg,who opened the way, He who removes
every obstacle on the way, is Himself their leadead does not begin salvation and leave you
on the path to your own resources, but He condumido the very end. He leads you upon the
highway.

That highway leads through many things, pestaday through a nursing home, fears and
dangers, dark depression, anxiety, or sickness.HBwvill never ever leave you alone. The way
leads to Zion, the city of God. We shall come tondvith songs and everlasting joy upon our
heads. This destination is sure. It is establisi&'e shall be brought to glory.

There are only two paths in this world. Neitone is a dead-end. The one, the path of sin
and destruction, falls off, and all the traveleitsnge down and down and down into hell. The
other one, of grace, is the highway of the Kingleads to glory, and it is glorious. A joy shall
overtake us such as we have never felt beforereTibano joy in sin. But in Christ, joy will
abound. Sorrow and sighing shall flee away. THaorrow and sighing shall not just drop off,
but they shall run away. The grief and the soramd the sigh and the weariness of this life of
sin will be gone forever. And we shall see Hime ¥hall look upon Him. Just one look upon
Him will make all of the grief and pain that we farfon the highway worth it. By comparison,
all affliction will seem to be but a light thincgAnd He will welcome us. We will sit down, and
we will say to Him, “So, it was you all the timealding me on this way.”

And we will journey no more. We will restladme, glorious and filled with bliss.
For all of this, Jesus came and was borneitnhBBhem. The manger and the cross are past.
The tomb is empty. The pathway now is beforeids.will lead us home. And the call of the

Savior is: “Forsake the world, follow the King.”

Let us pray.



Father, we thank Thee for Thy Word. We gtat it may be applied to our hearts this day
by the working of the Holy Spirit. We pray in Jesname, Amen.

THE REFORMED WITNESSHOUR
December 25, 2011 Great JayuBht to You

No. 3599 Rev. Carl Haak

Dear Radio Friends,

O

On this day our meditation from the Word of Godloignd in Luke 2:10, 11, these familiar
words: “And the angel said unto them [that is,shepherds], Fear not: for, behold, | bring you
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to albpke. For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” Itnsy prayer that these good tidings of great joy
may be something that is brought to you today arygmuls. It is my prayer that after hearing
this word of God, we might possess in our headgdi of the sovereign, gracious love of the
holy God for unworthy sinners—for you.

There are times when a child of God confesaishis faith is something that he knows. But
because of trial and struggle and, worse, compagénis faith is not something that he
experiences as a vibrant reality in his heart.

Then there is a key that the Holy Spirit mus to unlock our hard and indifferent hearts.
That key is to show us our need, to show us thaameinners—hell-deserving, awful sinners—
saved by grace alone.

The message of the wonder of great joy isighdto shepherds, only to shepherds, only to
those possessing the spiritual attitude (the lotmymble, knowing their need) shepherds. Our
minds can be stuffed with learning, our handsdtithings, our hearts merry with entertainment
and holiday cheer—but what will that profit us whee die? It is Jesus, both Savior and Lord,



whom we must have today. Then we have great jugjrag, lasting joy and a quietness and
calm in our souls.

So, let us go to Bethlehem, to the fields litid of Bethlehem, in the dark night in which
Jesus was born, to hear, truly to hear, the messageat joy that came to shepherds.

You do not have an angel from the realmdafygo wing his flight to give you this message
today. You have something much better. You hbaeeHoly Scriptures. If you do not think that
is better, that is, the Bible over heavenly angélsn you do not understand what the Bible is. It
is the more sure word. It is the living word toialhwe do well to take heed in the darkness of
this present world (Il Pet. 1). Itis the dynanidhe Holy Spirit to bring the good news of great
joy into our hearts, to bring it to us personaflyactly where we are. Afraid? Guilty? Job lay-
off? Burdened? Lonely? Possessing a secret gamotiwant anyone to know about? To you, a
sinner, is brought the good news of great joyabfaion by grace alone.

It had come to this. We were afraid of thyHGod. Our sin had thoroughly alienated us
from God. An angel was then sent by God with treatgst news the world could ever hear or
would ever hear. A virgin had just given birth@iarn floor to a son. And that son was mighty
God in the human flesh. Angels are now sent tplstiels who are in the fields nearby.
Shepherds are of the lowliest class. They are.pdbey had a hard life. They were looked
down upon, and they were avoided because of thestls They lived with their sheep.

The message of the angel of the birth of J&hrist was sent not to King Herod, as he that
night walked the marble floors of the palace, irstor power. It was not sent by God to
Pharisees, sleeping soundly that night on a pitdbtiheir own good works. It was not sent to the
wealthy who were exhausted in their beds that raffler pursuing the vanishing gold and silver
of this world. But it was sent to shepherds. 3leegs who were young. The virgin Mary was
young. She was a teenager. And so were the stieph€hey were older children—junior high
children and up. We read in | Samuel 16:11, “Sdrsaiel unto Jesse, Are here all thy children?
And he said, There remaineth yet the youngest, lagtthld, he keepeth the sheep.” Shepherds
were young, uneducated, inexperienced, not hawanged the strength and experience of years.
They were boys. They were poor.

Why does God send the message of the birdlesiis to shepherds? The answer is: because,
no matter who you are, your circumstances, job¢ation, experience—only when you are
humbled before God and know your nothingness asn@iscan you embrace Jesus Christ and
the marvel of His birth. Shepherds here are aipobf the remnant of God’s grace, those who,
along with aged Simeon and Anna, Zachariah andledih, and Joseph, were looking for the
Consolation of Israel (Luke 2:25). This is versilghg, very comforting. In the dark days when
it appeared that hope in God was totally lost,alveere not only aged saints, but there were also
young boys who hung on the promise made long &gar God will come and He will save
you. Behold the Lamb of God.

Suddenly, as the shepherds watched in therdgint, the glory of God shone all around
them: “And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upoenth and the glory of the Lord shone round
about them: and they were sore afraid” (v. 9).teéNbat it was not just the angel that came upon



them but the glory of the Lord. Angels themselassexceedingly glorious. They are always
around the throne of God. They come from the presef God. They reflect God’s glory and
heavenly brilliance. And whenever an angel appé¢hisis what is felt. But in addition, there
was a Shekinah, an aura of the glory of Jehovaly dlory,” says God, “which | give to no
other.” The glory that Jesus had with the Fathepd'‘&glory, something of divine glory—
came down that night upon those hills.

And the shepherds were sore afraid. No wondé&aid means phobia, sore afraid—mega
phobia. They trembled. All of a sudden, in thekdaght, the God who was always there
revealed part (just a little part) of His light adlliance. He sent an angel (just one of those
created beings) as God’s worshiper. The son ofmtbiing. The eyes of the shepherds popped
out, and they shook in fear. But that fear wasiamsdam’s fear. Itis our fear. It is a sinner’s
fear. Itis the fear of the sinner before the Bbd. It was the glory that exposed them. The
light of the angel and the glory of God not onlypesged the blades of grass on the hill, but it
exposed also what was hidden within their hedwslam, where art thou?” “l was afraid and |
hid myself, for | am naked.” The light of God exgs us. It shines into the cracks and crevices.
It exposes everything—the secrets within. You camover them up.

The light around the shepherds brought to gight what they wanted hidden, and it not
only exposed but threatened them with destructkeor. it is a holy light. And when it gets near
to us it burns. The shepherds had great fear.tWéhe? The fear of the sinner b



