THE REFORMED WITNESSHOUR

January 1, 2012 Be Strong As You FaedHtliture

No. 3600 Rev. Rodney Kleyn

Dear radio friends,

T

he beginning of a new year is a time for us tcetfbn the
changes that the passing of time brings into easliand also
a time to think of the unknown future. When wetkis, as
believers, we see how weak a creature man is, heak we
are to cope with the changes and uncertaintie$eof Maybe
as you look back over the last year, you see maings that
happened in your life that were simply unexpectedl lzeyond
your control. Maybe as you look to the uncertaitufe, you
have many fears and wonder to yourself, “What galine?”
and “Will I have the resources to deal with it?”

Today we are going to look at some versel®sghua 1:5-9,
which were spoken by God to Joshua at a time aigdand
uncertainty in his life. Joshua has just been aqed as the
new leader of Israel. Recently he lost his friand mentor,
Moses. He looks at the nation of Israel, whichhas to lead,
and he sees a people who are unpredictable, wsnaasily
tempted by the nations around them, quick to comlaout
their situation, and often rebellious not only agaitheir
leaders but also against God.

He looks at the task before him not only ésader of these
people but also as an army captain who must cnesste
Jordan River into the land of Canaan and conquerhere are
walled cities, and there are armies with much nstrength
than his own. This is a period of testing for d@shnd for
Israel. Will they have the courage of faith tofgovard and to
look beyond the strength of these nations andideeds their
task, to God who has promised that He will be \thigm and
that He will fight for them?

As we questioning look to the future, ouktessmuch the
same. Every Christian is involved in a spirituattle with
enemies much stronger than himself. The enemgssan,
Satan, the world, and our own evil desires. Epmess6:12
says, “We wrestle not against flesh and blood algainst
principalities, against powers, against the rutérie darkness
of this world, against spiritual wickedness in hgghces.”
This spiritual battle can be a real cause of cantethe
believer. “Will | be able to stand against temjata? I've
succumbed in the past, and sin has had its wayméth How
can | face this enemy again?”

To Joshua and to us God comes in Joshua Heausdys:
“Be strong.” Three times in these verses God rsgbéss. In
verse 6: “Be strong and of a good courage”; irsgét. “Only
be thou strong and very courageous”; and in vers#8
strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neiitbehou
dismayed.”

To be strong is to stand up in the face qiogtion. A
strong wall can withstand wind and waves. To bgaafd
courage or to be courageous is to remain strongnwbe are



battered. To not be dismayed is to not be shalténenot
panic.

God commands Joshua to be strong. Thatuglls
something about God’s compassion. God says thiesbua
here, not because Joshua is a coward, but to eagmbim in
what is before him. God understands our weaknes®ar
fears. As Psalm 103 puts it: “He knoweth our feaime
remembereth that we are dust.” And so God, knowing
weakness, comes and encourages us to be strong.

It reminds me of when Jesus was in the Gaoflen
Gethsemane and faced the cross. He prayed egrtee§tbd,
and in compassion God sent angels to minister o &iid to
encourage Him. So here, at the beginning of hikwloshua
is encouraged.

But at the same time, though God is sympatiasid
compassionate, He still comes with a command tbukis“Be
strong.” And the fact that it is a command me#uas it is
sinful to be weak, to panic, and to collapse umtessure as a
believer. God repeats this command to Joshua times, so
that it rings in his ears, so that later he withesmber it. We
have to think of Joshua standing on the battlefielading
Israel against resistance forces, being attackedl God’s
word is, “Then, Joshua, be strong.”

That is also His word for us as we face wsld, as we
look ahead to 2012 and our responsibilities andgposition
and the temptations. God’s word is: “Be strong.”

Now understand that this command to be stemtgally
creates the strength in God’s people. That igptveer of the

word of God. This is not just a recommendatians hot like
a mother leaving her child on the first day of salremd the
child does not want to stay and cries and so thihensays,
“Now, be a big girl.” No, God’s word is powerfuhd life-
giving. That is why in verse 9 God says, “Have Inot
commanded thee?” He is not saying, “Remember Vet
commanded you,” but rather, “remember who it ig tha
commanded you to be strong.” Joshua must remethaer
God gives him this strength, that God, by His Wareates
this strength in him. God’s Word is powerful. Wih@&od
speaks, things happen. In Ezekiel 24:14 we réhthe Lord
have spoken it: it shall come to pass, and lddlit.” By His
Word, God created everything. By His Word He stgholds
all things. By His Word God saves sinners. this power of
God unto salvation to everyone that believes (Rbd6). By
this Word, God opens our blind eyes and He stremgtiour
weak hearts. That is why we need to read andtheaNord
of God as Christians. If you are not hearing aratling the
Word of God, you will become very weak spirituallyou will
not be able to stand up against sin in this woflde secret to
the believer’s strength is in the Word of God.

That comes out in verses 7 and 8, where @edks of the
law of Moses. By the law of Moses, God means moply the
law of the Ten Commandments, but the Torah, thakhesfirst
five books of the Bible that were recently complietty Moses
and now were in Joshua’s possession. Probablyddsid the
original and only copy of the inspired writingsMbses. And
here, in verses 7 and 8, God tells Joshua that Hrerthree
things he must do with this law.

First, he must meditate on it day and nighé is to keep
the Word of God in his mind continually so thatdaa



understand it, so that he is ready to use it intexre situation
he faces. Joshua is going to be busy as a ldaatethat is not
an excuse for him to be negligent in his persoeabtions. He
needs to be in the Word of God himself as a spirieader of
God’s people. There is not a situation that héfade that he
will be able to handle all by himself, without tWéord of God.

Second, God says to Joshua that this botikedw should
not depart from his mouth. That is, it must nat jobe on his
mind, but also in his words. This is very intemegtecause
the task of teaching Israel did not actually belemgoshua in
his position as leader. Joshua was a militarydeadd a
judge. It was the work of the priests to teachpbeple. But
the point is this. As Joshua gives commands, sisudzomakes
decisions, as he responds to situations, as hs teageople,
he must see that this is a spiritual task, and b&t et God’s
Word speak through him.

And, third, God tells Joshua to obey the lafvsloses. He
says in verse 7: “Observe to do according tohalllaw,...turn
not from it to the right hand or to the left.” Np®od is
saying, “Don’t be a hypocrite.” Not only must wedw the
Word of God and be ready to speak of it to otheus also we
must obey it, we must live it. If we do not obg&your
knowledge is nothing but proud intellectualism.isTh
command receives the emphasis here in these vdtsss.
first. And it is repeated both in verse 7 andénse 8.
Obedience is important. There needs to be anmesxhbout
Joshua’s obedience. “Turn not to the right hantbahe left.”
And disobedience is never acceptable. “Obserd®tall that
is written.”

Now | ask you: “How important is the Word®bd in
your life as a Christian?” Today we have more tjushthe
books of Moses. We have the entire Scripturesth&o
command to us includes all of the Word of God. yba
meditate on God’s Word day and night, so that yeu a
thinking about God’s Word more than anything etsgaur
life? Do you read God’s Word regularly, so thdtlis your
mind? Is it the lamp to your feet and the lightymuoir path
directing your living each day? Do you have God/erd
written on your heart, so that you are ready, wieemptation
comes, to take up the sword of the Word and ta faghthe
tempter, the Devil? And is the Word of God in yououth, so
that in the workplace or in the home with your dreih or in
your interactions socially or if you are out onaes, is it
evident to others from what you say that you awho lives
with the Word of God in your heart? Do you speakod
without hesitation, as the God who is the creator the
sovereign over everything? Do you speak with kes$nand
love that shows that you know the grace of God/tnr?
When you speak of the future and of your goal&,asident
that you have a hope and a purpose outside odvtrisl—that
heaven is your home?

And then, do you obey the Word of God? AmG
commandments a joy and a delight for you to IN2& you
worship God alone? Do you speak respectfully efrtame of
God? Do you remember the Lord’s Day to keep iyhoDo
you honor authority? Do you respect your neighbbfé, his
marriage, your marriage, your neighbor’'s name, your
neighbor’s possessions? Are these important t@ yisut
important to you to obey God’s Word?



This is what the child of God does with God/srd.
Today, the Bible has fallen on bad times. Theinagspn of
Scripture is denied. The authority of Scripturgustioned.
The Scriptures are no longer viewed as infallibierrant, the
Word of God. People are believing whatever thegtvead
living however they please and they still call tisetwes
Christians. And church leaders today are telllvent that this
is all right, that God’s Word in the Bible is neevant
anymore. And so, they say, we do not need to @iedan it.
We do not need to speak of it. We do not needbé&yd. And
the result is that the church today is very weak.

God is saying to Joshua and to you and tthaiethe secret

to strength for the believer is his use of andréiationship to
the Word of God. If you would be strong in the y2@12,
then you must meditate on the Word of God day agldtn
You must let your conversation be filled with theokt of
God. And you must obey God’s Word. Without God/srd
you will become very weak. You will not be ablestand.
You will not be able to handle the trials that coyoer way.
You will not have the strength to stand up agdestptation.
God’s Word explains to us everything in our liféod is the
sovereign over all these things. And God’s Woregius the
strength, by His Spirit, to resist every temptation

We need the Word of God. Oh that Christiansld go
back to reading and studying and knowing God’s Writhe
Bible. Oh that churches would return to bibliceggching and
teaching. There is so much paraphernalia in easlthat
distracts from and has replaced the Word of Gdderd is so
much garbage in churches today that has takendbe pf the
pure preaching of God’'s Word. And the result &t the
church is not able to stand against the world amgraad

instead is being swept along with the tides of imatity and
pleasure-madness that this world offers.

Now, what is it in God’s Word that gives sig¢h to His
people? The answer is, the promises of God. Afelsin the
promises of God.

In Joshua 1 God gives many promises. Heisayarse 2:
“I will give you the land.” He says in verse 3EVerywhere
your foot falls will be yours.” In verse 4 He ®them the
specific geographical borders of the land that tiily
possess. In verse 5 He tells them that no onébwidlble to
stand before them. They will cross the Jordantheg will go
on conquering till the whole land is theirs. Thesemises
give great courage to Joshua and the people @ilsies they
look at things from their personal perspectivergrere many
reasons for fear and uncertainty. They are ilppred for
warfare. There will be no path for retreat onagytbross the
Jordan River. They will go from a wilderness ofndaring to
a jungle of enemies. They have nothing to trush@mselves.
The only basis they have for confidence is the psemof the
Word of God. Only because God has said thesedluag
they be confident as they go forward.

That is important for us as we look ahealle &nswer to
the future is never yourself. Am | going to beeatd do it?
Do | have the resources to take on what is bef@® iNo. But
God has made promises. | stand on the promisie &f/ord
of God.

There is one promise here in Joshua 1 thatstout above
all the others at the end of verse 9: “The Logd@wod is with
thee whithersoever thou goest.” That was so inapbfor



Joshua. He had seen in Moses what it meant théiin@e with
him. Moses had been strong for forty years, whenithole
nation was weak. And now God says, “I'll be witbuy
Joshua. Don't be afraid of the future. Don't ttdenand fear
before your great task. Don’t think of the stréngt your
enemies. | will be with you.”

That is a beautiful promise. And you findvter and over
in the Scriptures, both in the Old Testament aed\bw
Testament. It comes to Jacob at Bethel. It camd4oses at
the burning bush. It comes to David standing eeféoliath.

It comes to Solomon as he becomes king with a gasht
ahead of him. It comes to Hezekiah as the citjenfisalem is
surrounded by the Assyrians. In the New Testaryentead
this promise in Hebrews 13:6, “I will never leate¢ nor
forsake thee”; in Romans 8, in this powerful questi“If God
be for us, who can be against us.” And, of coutss,promise
is one of the names of our Savior: Immanuel, wihgans
God is with us. And so Jesus, as He leaves Hespdes on the
Mount of Olives, says, “Lo, | am with you alwaysgea unto
the end of the world.”

That is God’s promise to His people: | anthwiou. I'll
never leave you. By His Word and by His Spirit amthe
strength of the communion of the saints, trustmghe
promises of God, we go forward.

Maybe your task is like Joshua’s—facing gsgatitual
enemies. Maybe you are pursued by those who hadeaGd
you as Jacob was. Maybe you have a giant sinunway—a
Goliath. Maybe your task as a spiritual leadeoibuild your
home and to build in the church of God as Solonamhto
build the temple. Maybe you are surrounded byetiemy and

shut in on every side as Hezekiah was. This iS$Gamise:
“I will be with you.” And that is not only a prorse, it is also
our hope. This is the essence of heaven to cameenant life
with God. In Revelation 21 God says, “I will betiwthem and
be their God and they shall be my people.” Wedtanthe
promises of God. We labor, we work, because optbenises
of God. And we hope, in the promise of God, tanlitd Him.

Trusting this promise, we can be strong. ay's Word
and His promises be your strength in the year 2012.

Let us pray.
Lord, be with us in what lies ahead. Andphet to see our

own weakness, so that we place all our trust ireTHa Jesus’
name we pray, Amen.



THE REFORMED WITNESSHOUR

January 8, 2012 God Chastens an Unfaitrduotily

No. 3601 Rev. Rodney Kleyn

Dear Radio Friends,

T

oday we begin a series of messages on the bediititubook
of Ruth in the Old Testament. | call it a beadtifaok not
simply because of its main character, Ruth, wreowsonderful
example of faith and commitment, but it is a bdalibook
primarily because it is a book of God’s faithfuladés His
covenant. It shows us God's faithfulness to Hanpises and
to His people.

In Psalm 119:75 David writes: “I know, O dothat thy
judgments are right, and that thou in faithfulnleast afflicted
me.” And that captures what this little book, Rughabout.
God afflicts His people, but He does it in faithfess,
remembering His promises and His love.

The main promise of the Old Testament ispitoenise of
the Messiah, Jesus Christ. And in this historyd Ganmembers
that promise. He uses the sinful choice of Elirlelend
Naomi to bring Ruth to faith. Ruth becomes onéhef
mothers in Israel from whom Christ is born. Thsaéan
amazing testimony of the grace and faithfulnesSad.

We are going to begin today by looking atfiret six
verses of chapter 1. Beginning in verse 1 we reabw it
came to pass in the days when the judges ruletdthéie was a
famine in the land.” These words are not simpliyree-marker
so that we know when this happened. They putlittiesbook
in the context of the book of Judges, a periodpafstasy when,
according to the last verse of the book of Judtkesre was no
king in Israel: every man did that which was righhis own
eyes.” During this period there is a continualleyor
downward spiral, of apostasy. The nation of Isfardakes
God’s way. He afflicts them. They repent. Hedsea new
judge to deliver them. They serve Him for a littlkile, but
the next generation again departs from His wago that
cycle comes the family of Elimelech and Naomi. Doek of
Judges concerns a nation. The book of Ruth datisaw
family. And we see really the same things playetdio this
family’s life as in the nation.

This family is from the tribe of Judah anekl in the town
of Bethlehem. They have two young sons: Mahlah an
Chilion. And while the boys are young, God senémsnaine on
Israel because she as a nation has forsaken Himelgch
and Naomi were believers. They came from one®f th
families that lived in hope of the promise of Gothe name
Elimelech means “My God is king.” And Naomi, higels
name, means “pleasant one.” These were wealthylgaeo
landowners in Bethlehem-Judah. But under the fanthreir
land was not producing any food. The famine walsagbthat
they named their children Mahlon, which means “aklieg,”
and Chilion, which means “one who pines.”

So, what does one do when there is a famieH, one
looks for food. But there was no food in Judal. EBmelech



and his wife Naomi decided to move to the land oll|,
where there was food. At first they intended dolgtay there
a little while. Verse 1 uses the word “sojournfiieh means it
was intended to be temporary. But once they aneflithey
decide to stay longer. Verse 2 says they “contrthere.”

At first reading, this might sound like a @idecision for a
family man. But actually it was far from wise. was foolish
and sinful and unbelieving. And, by the way Helsl@ath this
family, God shows that this is the way He evalu#téso. Far
from obeying God, Elimelech, like the rest of unééahg
Israel, is doing here what is right in his own eyes

Why was it so sinful and unbelieving? Waikt,
Elimelech and Naomi failed to trust the promise§ofl.
God’s promises belonged with Israel in the lan€ahaan.
This land was a picture of heaven that was to coAred God
had given to each of the families a piece of lan@anaan as a
picture of their place in heaven. Besides tha tomise of
Christ, who would come as Savior, was tied to thegbe of
Israel. For Elimelech and Naomi, that was very, neary
close, because they belonged to the tribe of JuGald had
promised that the Law-giver would come from JudAhd
then also, by leaving, they forsook the people ofl @Gnd
isolated themselves as believers. By going to Mtay said,
“the promised land and our place in it are not ingoat to us.
The promised Messiah to come from Judah is nothwort
waiting for. And being with fellow believers is ninportant
to us.”

Second, by leaving for Moab, they refusethi®
responsibility for their part in the sin of Israd&rael was
experiencing famine from God because of her sinedving,

Elimelech was saying, “Well, that's not my respdiigy.” He
had an independent spirit, with little care for titker members
of God’s church. Instead of gathering others addoim who
were also concerned, and speaking to the rulersayidg,
“God is judging us for our sins and we need to nepde
forsook the hard road of corporate responsibilitgt aare for
others, being concerned only about himself andiamsly.

In the third place, this was sin because &lgth and
Naomi put their material well-being above theirrgpal
needs. They moved to Moab for...food. And in ddimaf,
they cut themselves off from the supply of spiritieerd that
belonged to God'’s people in Canaan. In Moab thvengdd be
no daily sacrifices as types of the promised Chnigtpriests to
explain the Word of God, no public worship with eth
believers, no means of grace. And God had said in
Deuteronomy 8:3, “Man does not live by bread obly, by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth ofLibvel doth
man live.” Man needs spiritual food. But undéaltof
famine, Elimelech set the Word of God aside folaldrand
water.

That points to the fourth thing here thatwgfidheir sin,
namely this, that they did not trust God to provwiadeir earthly
needs. The promise of God to His people is alviaigs If
you obey and seek Me first, | will meet your earthéeds.” In
Matthew 6:33 Jesus says, “Seek ye first the kingdbfaod,
and his righteousness; and all these things shadded unto
you.” And by “these things,” He means clothing ahelter
and food. God promises us that as we seek Hinobhag Him,
He will provide. Elimelech and Naomi did not tr@od.



And, fifth, this was especially sinful becaus doing this
these parents sinned terribly against their childréhey were
not faithful as parents. Not only did they giveitichildren a
bad example of priorities, but also they exposed young
boys to spiritual danger in the land of Moab. Tkeparate
them from God’s promises and people and they liag into
contact with a people and a nation who serve @bds and
who despise the Lord.

Now in Moab, whom were their children to ésliship
with, who would be their friends, whom would thegmy?
And who was there for Elimelech and Naomi to leariay
spiritual strength? The result was that their s@as end up
marrying heathen girls. And even though later Rsith
converted, that in no way justifies their marriagehese
women.

Yes, God can work marvels by His grace. \Buat a
dangerous situation, spiritually, for these tworygmen. Apart
from God’s gracious intervention, they and theitdrien would
grow up in a foreign land, away from God’s peopid a
promises, swept along with idolatry.

This was the serious sin of Elimelech andmiao

And let us remember that these things artemrior us.
| Corinthians 10:11 says: “Now all these thingpened unto
them for ensamples: and they are written for aine@nition,
upon whom the ends of the world are come.” Howroflo
not some Christians fall into the same sin todappsing their
children to the world, allowing their children tcamy
unbelievers, leaving a true church of Christ fgolaoffer or a
better education in a place where there is noftditthurch, or

even leaving the church over petty and personal/grnices?
This is the same sin.

And remember, Elimelech and Naomi were beligv
They did not make these decisions lightly. Elinsbléoved his
wife and family and he cared about them. Thathy e
moved to Moab. Perhaps we could say he loved them
much. He loved them more than his love for GotbbRbly
they sat up at night, after their two boys weresieg, and
they worried that they did not have enough footeyl
wondered what they should do. Then they could kExakind
at the wickedness in Israel and maybe even reasdirover in
their minds saying, “How can living with the Moadstbe any
worse than living here in wicked Israel?” And bey made a
terrible judgment. But understand, it was dondnaikind of
sincerity.

| think many Christians will do the same thioday.
There are tough financial decisions to make, jabsiens,
education decisions, decisions that have to do ti@lsecurity
of our future and the physical well-being of ourldten. And
a decision is made without a thought for the gyatitvell-
being of the family. People say, “Well, we’ll firalchurch
when we get there. God has His people in evermgepl&od
will be with us.” And they leave the church of Gaxld expose
their children to danger.

That is one important area of applicatiorehéiVe have to
put a priority on spiritual things.

But let us understand that there is appbecatiere for all of
us. Itis not just about a decision that somedse le|as made
so that you can judge Elimelech, or whoever yoularking



of that has done something like this. No, the igsale is: Do
you have a heart for the church? Do you give argyiin your
life to spiritual things? Those are the real qoesthere. A
decision that takes someone away from the chureb dot
come suddenly. It starts in smaller things, likel lattitudes
toward the officebearers or the local church, &dack of
involvement in the daily life of the congregatiamdeother
members, or like a spirit of individualism or argpof
superiority. All these things will lead you toking, “I don'’t
really need the church. | don't really need theeofpeople in
the body of Christ.”

Or, it can even be your attitude toward tleled Your
main friendships, your social life, is structuradside the
church. You have a great interest in the recreatiod
entertainment of the world, but little interestsipiritual
matters. You pour yourself into your work or y@leasure,
but spiritual things take a back seat.

All those attitudes will lead you to the sapwsition as
Elimelech and Naomi. We need to renew our comnmitrie
spiritual things and to the church today, or wd wiin our
covenant homes. There will be consequences ififeur

Look here. There were consequences for Eicheand
Naomi, in verses 3-5. First Elimelech dies. Ttentwo sons
marry heathen women. Then, for ten years, Godsgiee
children to these marriages. And then Naomi |tk her
sons and she is left with two Moabite daughterkm-who
have their own connections in life in Moab. Ineeff, the
family line becomes extinct and Naomi becomes empiyd
all of this, understand, comes from God and isdilhect result
of Elimelech’s choice to move his family to Moab.

Perhaps you think that is overstating it god say, “Well,
surely God doesn’'t work that way today, does Hé&®én |
want you to notice a couple other things from thssage.

First, this was, in fact, God’s doing. Godges Elimelech
and Naomi very severely. He does that even thtugghare
His people. In verse 13 Naomi says, “the handhefliord is
gone out against me.” In verses 20 and 21, “thmidthty hath
dealt very bitterly with me. | went out full, atide Lord hath
brought me home again empty.” God does this. Ehahat
Naomi is saying. God took her husband and two fons
her. God dealt very bitterly with her. God haflieted her.

That is true of whatever evil comes upon @ed has a
hand in it. He is the sovereign over all thindspaver the
evils that come into our lives.

Then notice, second, God does this as atdeesalt of their
sin. Had they not gone to Moab, they would nearehended
up in this situation. We, of course, know the vehstory of
Ruth, including its happy ending. But in chaptds We are not
there yet. This is a terrible situation. Andsitall because of
their choice to go to Moab. What God brings omthe suited
to their sin. Elimelech and Naomi turned away fritw@
promises of God and they turned away from the itdrese
that God had given them and they turned away figan t
promised land and the people of God, and God tidie#s
inheritance and their name and their fellowshighwaihe
another away.

You realize that God still works that wayagd The sins
that we commit have consequences that correlateetsins
themselves. That is not to say that every trial te go



through is the direct result of a sin that we hesmmitted.
But, understand, that just as a father will disoghis children
in response to particular sins in order to showntlieat those
sins cause misery, and to lead them to repentarttearow,
so God also will deal with His children. That isat He did
here with Naomi.

And then, third, this judgment from God or tamily of
Elimelech was His loving chastening. God inflicted pain on
Naomi in order to preserve her in her faith andriog her back
to the land of promise—to Canaan. This was chasgenot
punishment. This came out of the love and faitiéas of God,
not out of spite or revenge. Whom the Lord lovéta,
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He réicéhteb.
12:6). In Psalm 119:67 the psalmist confesse&fdi | was
afflicted | went astray: but now have | kept thgrd.” That is a
beautiful confession! The psalmist is saying thatGod-sent
affliction brought him back to the way of obedien@ad he is
thankful to God for that.

That is the kind of repentance that we see imeNaomi,
too. In verse 6 you read that she arose, “thatraght return
from the country of Moab.” She goes back to Canaaimy
does she go back? Is it simply because now shgetdnod
again in Bethlehem? Is it because she wants bable with
relatives and familiar people? No, this is a siagepentance.
It is her humble response to the way that God lea# @ith
her. Naomi sees Jehovah’s hand in everythinghhsicome
upon her. In verse 6 she heard that the Lord,shihovah,
“had visited his people in giving them bread.” vierse 13, “the
hand of the Lord has gone out against me.” Inev@f} “the
Almighty [that is, the sovereign God] hath dealtybitterly
with me.” She is not bitter against God. But sbafesses His

faithfulness as Jehovah, the covenant God, andd¥ereignty
as the Almighty. Her bitterness here is over tvem gin. It is
the bitterness of repentance, like the repentahBeter, who
went out and wept bitterly.

That is the kind of bitterness that shouldrelaterize the
Christian. That is a godly sorrow of repentance teads to
life. Itis sincere. It shows itself as sincesgdin the life of
Naomi, in her obedient return to Bethlehem.

That kind of repentance comes entirely assalt of the
grace of God worked in our lives. When one of Gquople
wanders, He brings them back. He never lets dgdiof
people. There are wonderful illustrations of thishe parable
of the lost sheep and the prodigal son. Afterstiepherd has
gone over mountain and hill, through valleys anéns to find
the lost sheep, he comes back rejoicing. And Jesysin
Luke 15:7: “Likewise joy shall be in heaven oveecinner
that repenteth.” As the shepherd pursues the dbdmjng it
home, so our heavenly Shepherd will pursue one®thkeep
that wanders in sin to bring it home again. He ok let one
of them perish. That is what Jesus says.

That is the beauty of Naomi’'s return. laigestament to
the sovereign, undeserved grace of God for unwaittyers.
That is the message of the whole book of Ruth. iGdaithful
to His promise concerning Christ. That is whathds in mind
in bringing Naomi, and Ruth with her, back to Canadhis
was the line of Jesus Christ. It was as much ad,dextinct.
But out of it God brings the Messiah. The Messatoming is
not man’s work, but completely a work of God’s grac



Well, let me close by asking you a questigvhere is
Moab today? Or, what is Moab today to you? Beeddsab
is not a place anymore. What is it? Moab todairesplace
that seems to have the solution to all your probleifhe land
of Moab is whenever we go away from the Word of Gwd
the church of God, and think that life will be leettvhen we
put our earthly needs and happiness before spithurys.
Moab can be very attractive. It can seem to hdvbeea
answers for us. But, be assured, God will notsjesi in
Moab.

Next week we will continue in the book of Ruand | hope
that you can tune in.

Let us pray.

Lord, Thy faithfulness and love are greabantall our
sins. For this we are thankful. Give us the wiado be
obedient, to put spiritual concerns above our gartéeds.
And help us, too, to be responsible with a viewhefuture of
our covenant families. In Jesus’ name we pray, Ame
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Dear Radio Friends,

T

oday we return to our series in the beautifulditfiid
Testament book of Ruth. Last week we looked afithiesix
verses in chapter 1. Today we will look at vergdsS3, under
the theme “The Conversion of Ruth.”

Last time we followed the family of Elimeleahd Naomi
to Moab, where they attempted to escape the judgaien
famine that God had brought on Israel. But escp@iad is
not so easy. God pursued them with a heavy hand of
chastening. First Elimelech dies, then the twassafrNaomi
(Mahlon and Chilion) marry heathen women. Forytears
their wives are barren. Then God takes these teo, mand the
widow Naomi is left childless. From our human gahview,
this is very tragic and sad. It was sad that 8teyuld depart
from the promised land, and sad that these calkesrstiould
come on Naomi.

But God is at work. He uses the trials thabmi
experiences to bring her to a sense of her siri@bdng her
back in repentance to the promised land of Canaarbfitg

her back to the means of grace there and to theaoynof
God'’s people. In afflicting Naomi, God is faithfua her.

And just as God is working this way in thie lof this
family, so He is working in this history with Hiepple—the
nation of Israel. They are unfaithful. But Gdapugh He
chastens them with a famine, never forgets His merno send
the Messiah and Redeemer. If we turn to the lkastes of the
book of Ruth, we see that this is what God is dewth her.
“Boaz begat Obed, and Obed begat Jesse, and &ggsde b
David,” and we could continue: David begat Jestisu see,
though His people are unfaithful, God is rememigeHiis
promises.

Last week we left Naomi, in verse 6, retugnio
Bethlehem because she realized that she needaxrkevith
God’s people in the promised land of Canaan. Aslshves,
her two daughters-in-law, Ruth and Orpah, follow. hEhey
obviously feel a pity for her. She and they haviesed the
loss of the ones that they love. There is an igffin their
suffering. So they go with her. And after theyé#raveled a
ways, probably to the border of Moab, Naomi saythéon in
verse 8: “Go, return each to her mother’'s houged she
explains that she wants them to do this so thgt¢ha move
on from the past and each find rest in the houseraw
husband.

These two girls show again their concerrNlaomi and
they respond by saying, “Surely we will return wiktiee unto
thy people.” In reply, in verses 11-13, Naomi w¢fgem:
“No, go back. | can't give you another son to loery
husband. And even if | could, would you wait tleatg? No,”
she says. “Go back to your people in Moab.” Shsaling,



“If you come with me, your plight will be as min&.ou will be
widows, and worse, foreigners who are widows inlémel of
Canaan. It is much better for you to go back taMbd

In verse 14 we are told that they wept, Oigdah kissed
Naomi, and she turned and went back to Moab, tpéeple
and to her gods. But Ruth clave to her motheaw-| She
would not let go.

When Naomi says to her, “Look what Orpah,ngster,
has done. Go and do the same,” she respondshetle t
beautiful words: “Entreat me not to leave theepareturn
from following after thee: for whither thou goebwill go;
and where thou lodgest, | will lodge: thy peogialsbe my
people, and thy God my God: where thou diest, hdik, and
there will | be buried.”

Probably most of you are familiar with thegerds. Itis
very likely that you have heard them in connectioth a
wedding. And how appropriate they are as an espeof the
commitment that a man and a woman make to each iothe
marriage. “Don’t ask me to leave you. Where youlgill
go; where you live, 1 will live. Your people witle my people;
your God will be my God. Where you die, | am re&olgie.”
Those words are a vow as well as you see at theferetse
17: “The Lord do so to me, and more also, if augltdeath
part thee and me.” How fitting for a wedding. faat, the
word “clave” in verse 14: “Ruth clave unto Naomg'the
same word that is used in Genesis 2 to speak @raleaving
father and mother and cleaving unto his wife.

But in the context here in Ruth 1, thesermtewords of
commitment simply to another person. No, thei@espiritual

dimension to these words of Ruth. They are wofds o
commitment to God and His people, words that sheke la
genuine conversion in Ruth. Think about thesegshin

First, think about the difference betweenHRartd Orpah.
Orpah, once she sees that Naomi is willing to galone, and
after she hears what her plight will be in Canaams back.
She turns back, not just to the people of Moalh wihom she
is familiar, but also to her gods and the gods ofbl From an
earthly point of view, this seems wisest. She hélhappiest
this way. But Ruth will not go back. Why not? ¥{ls the
reason?

Well, it is not just so she can be with Na@md care for
her. That is @art of it, but if we think that is all, we miss
something. Look at what she wants.

She wants to go where Naomi is going, thabi€anaan.
She is saying, “Let me come to Canaan, too.” Shetsvto
live where Naomi will live, that is, in the promdséand. She
wants the people of Israel to be her people; shesna be one
of God’s people. She wants Jehovah, the God ofrfiiao be
her God. She wants to be buried in the land ofngse with
God’s people. And in saying this, she is sayiraj #he
forsakes her own land, her own people, her ownlfarnér
own gods. This is a religious commitment to thel@blsrael.

That is confirmed later in the book of Ruthapter 2:11
and 12, when Boaz says to Ruth that he knew tleahad left
her father and mother in the land of her natiwatyg come to
trust under the wings of the Lord God of Israehaflis
conversion.



Jesus says in Matthew 10:37, 38, “He thagtlovather or
mother more than me is not worthy of me: and lag ltsveth
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of #wed he that
taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, iswarthy of
me.” Ruth here makes the necessary sacrificedorbe a
disciple of Christ, and she does this at consideratst to
herself. When all the providences of God seenetadainst
her and against Naomi, when her association withnNdas
brought only death and judgment, when her future stsanger
and a widow in a foreign land look bleak, she goeSanaan
saying, “Your land, your people, your God—they Vo mine
as well.” And to show her commitment, she makeswa
“The Lord do so to me, and more also, if aughtdméth part
thee and me.”

What we have here is an outstanding exampilee Bible
of a genuine conversion. How different it is fravhat goes
for conversion today. Today, for many, conversgosimply
going to some kind of religious crusade or meeting/atching
some televangelist and making a decision for Chstd it
goes no further. Modern Christianity places no deds on
you. Conversion brings no change in you. Follgn@hrist
means no sacrifice for you.

Is that really conversion? No, it is a shaBut with Ruth,
it is different. Her love to God is exclusive.idtcomplete.
She knows Jehovah. She loves His promises anatdneésed
land. She commits herself to His people. Sheatas her
former life and people. And from here on, thingher life
take a completely new, different direction. Thsatrue
conversion.

| ask you, is your commitment to Christ exohe? What
have you given up? Is your conversion somethioggut day
by day in a life of repentance and discipleship@e®the
commitment that you say you have for God include al
commitment to His people and His church and His d\srd
promises? All these are a part of true conversiRuth’s
beautiful words here, and her subsequent life, siaivher
conversion was real and genuine.

But what a surprising conversion. How uneteé. | want
you to think of the obstacles, from a natural aadhrepoint of
view, to Ruth’s conversion. In her conversion ssolves to
go to Canaan, where she will be a widow with no msezt
support, and a Moabite—a stranger—among God'’s peopl
Will she be received in Israel? And not onlyl she be
received, butayshe be received in Israel? Will the God of
Israel receive her? In Deuteronomy 23:3 Jehovahshal,
“An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter into the
congregation of the Lord; even to their tenth gatien shall
they not enter into the congregation of the Londefeer.” Will
she, can she, may she be received among God’sgredfiu
would think these things would be cause enouglRtgh to
hesitate and to turn back to Moab. Certainly thesethings
that made Naomi hesitate and even to urge Rutb tzagk to
Moab. She says to Ruth, “Go back to Moab, to ymaple
and your gods. There you'll find a husband andelyeu’ll
have security and happiness. There’s nothingdarig
Canaan.”

We need here to be critical of Naomi, aneftdrthat we
ourselves do not fall into the same sin. How calid say this
to Ruth and to Orpah, her daughters-in-law? Houstee
encourage them to go back to Moab, to their gadsidiatry?



Why not encourage them to come back with her tca@an
where alone is the worship of the true God andasiain?

Naomi shows here her own spiritual weaknless|ack of
faith. Yes, she has a family care, a physical eamfor these
girls. But that concern is superficial. She loakshem and
says, “Well, they're Moabites. They have their gatd | have
mine. They have their families and | have minean’t force
this on them.” It is because she has no visiortHeir
salvation, no real concern for their souls, noregein bringing
them into the covenant community of the people ol GShe
looks at them and basically abandons them as hexpated
lost.

What an obstacle to the conversion of Ruitiink that we
need to be careful not to fall into the same kihdin. Too
often the relationships of church-going Christiemghose who
are unbelievers are superficial. Too often we egpltittle or
no concern for their spiritual well-being. We hdite vision
for their conversion. We think it is impossibM/e abandon
them as lost. And sometimes it is because of aur gpiritual
weakness, as was true of Naomi. By our own disebed, as
in the case of Naomi, we too can paralyze our \sgrie the
world. Or we look at others and we view them agassible
candidates for conversion. We doubt the powerad’&
grace. And that is because we fail to understamwd dmazing
is the grace of God that saved me. Sometimes vke ma
excuses similar to the ones in Naomi's mind: “WVidese
people are outside the covenant. They are like the
Canaanites.” And then, like Naomi, we become astautte to
the conversion of unbelievers.

But look at this. How amazing, how poweliBiGod’s
grace in the conversion of Ruth. Despite all tHespite the
poor influences, in spite of the difficulties thigt ahead, in
spite of her unbelieving background, in spite af inging a
Moabite and a foreigner in Israel, in spite of &dwer turning
her away, she is converted by the grace of Godellge 18,
my King James Bible says of Ruth that she was fatgly
minded to go with” Naomi. Literally, that is, seengthened
herself. She stood up to the opposition of Naoimiverse 16
she says, “Entreat me not to leave thee. Don’'hasko go
back. Don’t stand in the way of my coming to Canaa

Where does that strength and that resol¥®uth come
from? The explanation for it is the grace of Gdthis strength
and resolve do not come as a result of Naomi'shgrgirhey
do not come because Ruth is promised a healthyaatthy
future. It is not a strength that comes from Rghself. No, it
is God’s grace working in Ruth that makes the déifee here
between Ruth and Orpah. Orpah was exposed tioeaiadme
things. She went through all the same experienBes.God’s
grace sets Ruth apart. As Romans 9:18 says, “@sdnercy
on whom he will have mercy; and whom he will, hedeas.”
It is God’s grace, God’s mercy that causes Ruttb&erve the
work of grace in Naomi. Itis God’s grace thategwRuth a
longing for what Naomi has and for Canaan andHer t
promised Messiah. Itis God’s grace that givedhRiue
resolve to withstand the urgings of Naomi to gokiacMoab.
It is God’s grace that causes Ruth to see herlaeda and her
unworthiness and her need of the promises of Gddram
presence of the people of God.

The source of that grace in Ruth is God’snetiechoice of
her in election. God chose Ruth, a Moabitessnasod His



own children. In eternity, out from the rest oé thioabites,
God chose her to be one of His, one who would beemed
by the blood of the Lamb, one who herself wouldabmother
in Israel to the promised Messiah. God is workinthis
history. God is working in the life and the heafrRuth.

And that means for you today that if you hbeéeved the
gospel and if you have put your faith in Jesus €tas your
Savior, that is only because of the grace of Gédu have
nothing of which to boast in yourself. It is n@dause you
made a choice to distinguish yourself from othefsu are no
more worthy than any other. Believing in Jesusstlis a
cause for humility. God has given us the gradeeleve.

So we should earnestly desire to bring thed/\éd
salvation to others.

As we conclude our message today, let u&eeks
purpose in the conversion of Ruth.

God is at work here. He chose Ruth, He regead her,
He gave her faith, he brought her back to Cana#mavi
purpose. What was God’s purpose?

One obvious purpose of God in this was thie o&
Naomi. Ruth becomes the friend, comforter, angertpof
Naomi. God knows the situation of the widow Na@md
provides for her in a special way. God knows iheation of
those who are in a similar state today—widows, ansh—the
Lord pities those of His people and provides fanth

A second purpose is to show us and to shmaellslready
back in the Old Testament that God always detemiosave

and gather His people from all the nations of theghe—not
from the Jews only. To Abraham God had said, Heetshall
all the nations of the earth be blessed.” In theeT&@stament,
God often demonstrated this in the conversion Geatile.
There was a wonderful promise in that. In Ephesiat9 we
are told that believing Gentiles and their childnewve become
fellow citizens with the saints and of the housdrafl God.
The New Testament church is not a separate peaptethe
Old Testament saints. But they are one, one gainitation,
the one body and the church of Christ redeemedigfirdlis
blood.

And then there is a third purpose in the esswon of
Ruth. This is the main one. God’s purpose inding Ruth to
faith and bringing her to the land of Canaan wasrtiog Jesus
Christ the Messiah. Ruth becomes the mother otiQdife
Jesse, and of David. How beautiful. In this higiGod is
remembering His promise to send the Redeemer. odg itlin
the most remarkable and the most unlikely way.th&sresult
of the sin of Elimelech and Naomi He brings Ruth, a
Moabitess, to the promised land to be a mothesrizel of our
Savior. This teaches us again that salvationtionthe will
or the worth of man. From a broken family, an msttifamily
almost, God, by His sovereign, undeserved grasesaip the
seed of the Messiah.

These are God’s purposes. As God works,aveod
always see His purposes. Naomi and Ruth couldemall
these purposes. But to be sure, today, too, Gokisibis
way—mysteriously, His wonders to perform.

Let us pray.



Father, we thank Thee again for the bookuthFand
especially for Thy faithfulness to the promise canming
Christ, a faithfulness shown in the most unlikatg aurprising
conversion of Ruth. How amazing, how powerful, how
wonderful is Thy grace. Work Thy grace in our heatways.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
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Dear Radio Friends,

n the book of Ruth, chapter 1, there are four noharacters
whom we can describe from the point of view of thei
relationship to the church. There is first Elinedlewho, for
material reasons, leaves the church, and thereitsee results
in his life. Second, you have Orpah. She is a aomho is
exposed to the church and she rejects it by turbaud instead
to the worship of her gods in Moab. Third, you é&uth,
who, like Orpah, had her own people and her owrsgodt by
God’s amazing grace and in the face of many obetaaek we
saw in the message last week, is brought intotibech. And
then, fourth, you have Naomi, who leaves the charahthen,
as a result of God’s faithfulness to her in Hissthaing, is
humbled and brought back to the church.

Today we are going to look at this homeconahiaomi
in the last verses of Ruth 1. In these verses Naomes
home, not just to her land, her family, and thigelitown of
Bethlehem, but she comes home to the church. SStreught
back to be with the people of God. Here we haeegtiodigal

daughter coming back to her spiritual family. $hthe lost
sheep, found by the Good Shepherd, and broughtibaxckhe
fold.

Verse 19 begins with Naomi and Ruth travefiogn Moab
to Bethlehem. In today’s terms, that was not @ lmurney,
only about 60 miles—something that we would traedhay in
just an hour or two. But for Ruth and Naomi, thiss a hard
slog that would have taken them one or two weeki®oh
ascending from the shores of the Dead Sea (ab40® feet
below sea level), and climbing about 4,000 feddthlehem,
which sits at 2,500 feet above sea level.

After Ruth’s confession of verses 16 andvi& are not
told much about their journey except that verséell8 us that
Naomi was quiet about the matter. Maybe they temveith
an awkward silence, the grief of the previous dedasahging
over their heads. Or it could be that Naomi camnactcept
Ruth’s beautiful confession and that they wentrothis
pilgrimage with a kind of anticipation and hope.

But what lay before them in Bethlehem wasaibtoses.
For there Naomi will have to explain the presenicRwth and
the absence of her husband and two sons. Besidethiey
were widows. Yes, Naomi would come back to hebhuod'’s
estate, but it would be of little use to her. #saspringtime.
And unless someone had planted the winter cropdatid
would be barren, and her house, too, was sure torbdown
or, after more than ten years, occupied by somebtsay
Being widows, they were probably quite poor to begith.
So we can well imagine how they looked as they cainesl,
poor, dirty, unannounced into the small villageBethlehem.



All of this is described for us in the womafsverse 19:
“And it came to pass, when they were come to Bhtig that
all the city was moved about them, and they saithik
Naomi?” They asked each other a question: IsNB@MI?
That was first a question of curiosity. Bethleheas not a
large city, more of a village, maybe just a few thuea people.
Everyone knew everyone else. Whenever somethiwg ne
happened in town, soon everyone knew about it. idaypu
have been to or lived in a place like that. Tlaat be
uncomfortable. But it can also be quite pleasant.

Well, that is the kind of town that Naomi wasurning to.
She could not just sneak in under the radar. m&iead, verse
19, “all the city was moved about them.” Her rataaused
quite a stir. They noticed her coming in. Thegdmeto talk.
They gathered around her with their questions.

It is very interesting that, in verse 19, Gweek word for
“they said” is in the feminine gender. The ide#hist
especially the women of Bethlehem were asking e#uér this
guestion: “Is this Naomi?” That may have beerabee the
men were busy in the field with the barley harve3t.it may
have been just this, that these are the ones wiw Kaomi
best. These are the women who had been her fraardls
companions, who remembered her. And at first, waen
comes in, they maybe do not recognize her. They8ého is
this?” and then, after awhile, there is some rettmgmand they
say, “Is this really Naomi?” They are curious. eylwant an
explanation. Is this the same Naomi that left lsame ten
years ago?

But it is not only a question of curiositit.is also a
guestion that expresses their amazement: Is dusiiP! Can

it really be her?! Everyone in Bethlehem knew HEliech and
Naomi and what they had done more than ten years alge
fact that they were Ephrathites indicates that thiese people
of wealth and status. They were landowners, weadivin.
Boaz, one of the wealthiest men of the city, wasrtbtlose
relative. The people remembered this family whigirt two
strapping teenage boys leaving town. And occa#ioaaer
the years, they wondered about them—how were tbang@
Would they ever see them again? But now they sesriland
it is a total shock, a surprise. You can imagiva she has
aged in more than a decade. And in her case,alitter grief,
probably aged beyond her years. And now she alatie.
Obviously widowed. She does not have her boys keth
either. So where are they? And there is this Misibgirl

with her. There is an amazement, an awkwardnédsat do
they say now to her? Do we talk to her? How Inastaken all
these years of suffering? And so they talk to edbbr: Is this
Naomi?

But | want you to see that this is also astjoe of
compassion. They do not ask this question indghe bf the
older brother in Jesus’ parable of the prodigal sRather, the
people here recall a difficult time of famine, mé& when none
of them knew what to do for food either. And they
remembered that Naomi and family had left for Modiere
there was bread. And now, when they see Naoninmet
empty, they are touched with a compassion. Tlseaesadness
mixed in with their astonishment. The subsequéstoty in
the book of Ruth bears that out. You read of Baaz,
compassionate man, and his provision for NaomiRunith.
But that was not just Boaz. This whole town ptoigether for
these widows. There is a compassion in their gquest



And that means too that this is a questioweltome. Can
this be Naomi? Yes, itis! And they call theiefrds and their
neighbors: Naomi is back. Our sister has returridtey
receive her with open arms. That is a beautifciyoe of the
restoration of a sinner into the fellowship of teirch.

Maybe there were a few of the carnal element tseilé,
righteous, who ask the question in spite: “Is t@omi?” But
the rest were overcome with joy—the joy of the $tegd who
carried his sheep home on his shoulders and daibed
neighbors to celebrate—the joy of the father whareeligal
son returned, the joy of the angels in heaven atsimer that
repents rather than the ninety-nine who need nentepce.
The people of God were glad that Naomi had comk.bac

Is that your response, too? If one who falynealked in
sin is brought, by the amazing grace of God, ihtofold, is
brought home, how do you greet them, how do yoeaivec
them? Would you rejoice and receive them with ogrens,
thankful that God did not let this one slide inte abyss of
hell, thankful that He did not give them over tdéeand his
power? Sometimes we can have a very self-rightetiiigde,
an attitude of superiority to someone who hasffialéo a
great sin or lived a sinful lifestyle before comingp the
church. We look at them as second-rate. We saguld
never do what he or she did—that’s despicable! vadct as
though that sinner really cannot be forgiven. Gudybe, can
forgive them, but | cannot. And we will have neotfpito do
with them. Then the problem is rntbeirs, it is mine. | do not
understand myself the power of God’s grace tharédsemed
and saved me.

This is what the church is. The church c®@mpany of
repentant sinners. It is a fold of lost sinner®whave all been

found. And so, first, we have here in the textiBgtem’s
guestion, a question of compassion and of welcoisi¢his
Naomi?

And then, in verse 20, we have a confessiam fNaomi in
response to this question. Last week we looké&rLi#t’'s
beautiful confession of commitment in verses 16 And Here
in verses 20 and 21 we have Naomi’'s confessiqgriodt is a
beautiful confession—but in a different way. Shgss “Yes, |
am Naomi. But don’t call me Naomi. I'm a diffetgrerson
now. Call me Mara, for the Lord, the Almighty, hatealt
very bitterly with me. | went out full, but the tabhas brought
me home again empty.”

By empty, she is referring first to her outdia
circumstances. She went out with a husband anciwidren.
Now they are dead and buried far away in Moab. ,And
realistically, she has no hope of children agéiler family is
ended, her seed cut off. All she has is what ahges back
with her as a poor widow. She has ended up, sgihy like
Lot. He was wealthy. But he pitched his tent tmhv&odom.
And when God rained down fire on Sodom, Lot lost
everything. Though he brought out of Sodom hieaifid
daughters, in their heart they never left SodoraorNi and her
family, interested in material things, had gondtmab. And
now she comes back with nothing. She is emptyoking at
that, she says to the women of Bethlehem, “Doriltroa
Naomi, but call me Mara.”

Now, to understand that, you have to knowtvii@ two
names mean. Naomi means “pleasant,” whereas Meaasn
“bitter.” She is saying, “Don’t call me pleasaao&ll me bitter.



That's more appropriate, that describes me. Calthe Bitter
One.”

But now, let us not think that she is bidgainst God. No,
her bitterness here is the bitterness of repentafce notice her
confession, and in her confession, what she s@pgcidly about
God. She realizes that the Lord has brought fHistin on
her. Four different times in verses 20 and 21sslys this. She
is saying, “Don't try to tell me that these thirtggppened to me
by chance or by accident. Don't try to tell medrdt deserve
these things. No, the Lord did this to me.” Tlwe hames of
God that she uses here are very important. Tvieesays, “the
Almightyafflicted me.” She means the sovereign God—Gdd di
this sovereignly. He was in control of these thititat
happened to me. And twice she says, “tbed” or “Jehovah
did this.” That is the covenant name of God, time @ho says
in Malachi 3:6, “I am Jehovah,” that is My namegcHange not;
therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.”isStunfessing
the sovereignty and the faithfulness of God toimdne
emptiness that has come upon her.

She believes that God afflicted her in thes/wo speak to
her. In verse 21 she says, “The Lord hath tedtdigainst
me.” “He was telling me,” she is saying, “you’viarsed in
leaving Bethlehem for Moab and leaving the churcBlie
describes the cup that the Lord gave her to drinkeay bitter.
Her husband and sons are dead—bitter ingredientsefao
drink. But she does nbtameGod. She does not even blame
her husband. She says, “It was my fault.” In ge&t$ she says,
“I went out full. 1 brought this on my own head at | did.
God had every right to chasten me as He did. twenh And
in contrast to what | did,” she says, “Jehovahliirasight me
home.” By her choice she went out. By Jehovabiagl she

came back. What she sees is the love of God ton Hrer
affliction. She is saying, “I'm not here in Bethkm because |
made myself to differ, or because there is somel gome. |
left in sin. And if God had not spoken, if God hamt come in
His grace, | would not be here. Think how obsenatas. |
had to lose all my family for God to bring me taliee where |
should be. It was grace, amazing grace, the tditags of
Jehovah God, that brought me home.” What a begutif
confession.

Now that leads me to ask two questions of ybhe first is
this: How do you respond to affliction in yourdi# One
response, quite common, is bitterness against Glogv does
God dare allow these things to come to me? Whe Gl
think that He is? And then we shake our fist ia filace of God
in rebellion. But that is not the way of faithh& believer
responds as Naomi does here. In Hebrews 12:B5/%sbn,
despise not the chastening of the Lord, nor faimtmthou art
rebuked of him: for whom the Lord loveth he chastl, and
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.” And theewto the
Hebrews goes on to say, “Whoever heard of a sonwéo
never chastened?” That does not mean that chagteni
pleasant. Hebrews 12:11 says, “No chasteninghfoptesent
seems to be joyous, but grievous.” There wased tpt
Naomi, a bitterness. But afterwards it yieldedpkaceable
fruit of righteousness in her because she was iseerby those
things. May we have the grace to receive ourstifi@m the
Lord in this way.

Then the second question from Naomi’'s comb@st® you:
Do you hear what Naomi, do you hear what this Wair@od,
is saying to you as a believer? Sometimes, foenatgain,
the child of God is tempted to leave the churdimady be for a



job or education, something that will in some wdyance his
physical well-being. And he thinks, “Well, thatllwhake a
brighter future for me and for my children.” Witk you say
to somebody who does that—leaving the church fdera
reasons? Sometimes it seems that such a oneowlisten to
anything that you say. Maybe that is you. Theteh to
Naomi. Hear the Naomis of today who have done tHis
went out full; but I've come back empty.”

Look at what she lost. What did she lose/2rEhing—
especially her family, her children. | can thirfipeople like
this. As a pastor | have talked to people who Waaly exactly
this. In their younger years, forty or fifty yeargo, they left
the church. They had a relatively prosperous Vifieich was
what they wanted. But spiritually, they sufferahere they
went for church was inadequate, departing. And tiieldren
were swept along with the tide of apostasy. Aruayo
spiritually, they will tell you, they have virtuglhothing.

Their children are lost to the world.

| remember sitting with an elderly couple enlat |
visited, now gone to glory, sitting on their cougleping
about this very thing. Listen, will you, to Naomi?sten to the
Word of God. The most important thing that you darfor
yourself and for your children is to be home wtik family of
God in the only place that the believer can cathee-home in
a church that is faithful to the Lord and to His o Do you
hear the Word of God here?

Now, as we close today, let us rememberGuat was
working also in this history. That is indicatedvierse 22,
where we read that Naomi and Ruth came back tdéetm
“in the beginning of the barley harvest.” That was an

accident. God brought them home at just this titde.did
that, first, to provide for these two widows. Thegoing to
unfold in the following chapters. What perfectitngt God
brings them home at the time of harvest in ordgrawide for
them. And in His care of them, God shows His cossfmn on
these widows. To be a widow puts you in a difficiluation,
a situation of dependence on the mercy of theafeSbd’s
people. And God provides for them not only in tingéng
here, but with a people who are willing to shamgrtharvest
with these widows in obedience to God’s Word.

But the barley harvest also has a spiritigadiBcance. The
barley was a winter crop. In connection withntthe spring,
there was a feast of thanksgiving called the FefaSirstfruits.
Those firstfruits were a promise from God that Hauld give
more. And here, in the coming of Naomi and Ruth to
Bethlehem, God brings spiritual firstfruits to Hisople—a
promise through Ruth especially to bring the Satodfis
people. Here God is providing not just for these widows
materially, but through these widows to all His pleo
spiritually. Their return to Bethlehem makes usklof
another woman, heavy with child, coming to Bethiahe
Mary, so that Christ may be born as the firstfrite
firstborn.

That is what is happening here. That idilgger picture.
God is working through this family and their circstances to
accomplish His eternal purposes, remembering Hisjge to
His people to bring the Savior Jesus. For Ruthlveitome the
mother of Obed, who begets Jesse, who begets Ciewidl,
whom Christ is born. In His faithfulness to Nao@id is
remembering all His people in all of history. Herks in
mysterious ways His wonders to perform.



Let us pray.

Father, we thank Thee for the grace thaigsriepentance.
Work that grace in us so that, forgiven, we mayp &sgive.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
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Dear Radio Friends,

T

oday we are going to look at the first seventeesegof Ruth
2. Itis a rather lengthy passage so, if you ate & open your
Bibles, that will be helpful.

One of the most important themes in the bafdRuth is
the truth of the providence of God. In His provide, God
sovereignly sustains and directs all things to eséfis
purposes. The purpose of God in all things isstileation of
His elect people in Jesus Christ. So He uses #uegyin their
lives also for their eternal good and salvation.

We have seen that truth at work in the liekslaomi and
Ruth. In His providence God brought Elimelech alabmi
and their children to Moab. By His providence, biengs
Ruth into their family. In His providence, He talkidaomi’s
husband and two sons from her in death and thrtugh
sorrow leads Naomi back to Bethlehem and to Goeédpfe
there. Providentially, Ruth goes with her andwaswill see in
the rest of the book, Ruth becomes an importantgi&od’s

purpose in the salvation of His church. She beoiine great
grandmother of David, from whom Christ is born.

Today we will see that God, in His providencauses Ruth
to cross paths with a man named Boaz, who will laéeome
her husband. If you are married, you probably raier well
the day that you and your spouse met, the firstemations
that you had, and what your first impressions wafll,
those are the things that we have here in Rutht2eitfirst
meeting of Boaz and Ruth.

What occasioned it was the Old Testamenttioeof
gleaning. This was one of the civil laws of Israethe Old
Testament, a law that God put in place so thaptdoe would
be cared for. Ruth and Naomi were poor. Theyduade back
from Moab empty. So they have to glean after grwdsters
for their food. If you were a landowner, then whiecame to
harvesting your fields, the law concerning glearsagl that
you could only make one pass through fields. And were
not allowed to harvest all the way to the cornéngoar field
but had to leave some grain standing there. Anahifle you
harvested, you dropped or spilled some of whathaul
harvested, you were not to go back and pick itougp must
leave it there for the gleaners.

Those who gleaned, then, were the poorwiews, the
orphans, and the strangers who could not own |&idaning
involved walking in the fields behind the harvesirkers and
picking up what they did not take. It was hard kvefrom
morning till evening—for just a little food.

Now, although we do not have the practicglefning
today, there are some important principles her€forstian



stewardship. The first is that God owns everythifbat is why
He could tell the people what to do with it. Tleeasnd is that
stewardship involves generosity. If God has giweyou, you
must not keep it all for yourself but you mustsaine aside, or
even leave some, for the care of the poor. A thinaciple here
is that the poor should not just receive handoBid. they, too,
should work for their food. The New Testamentstel that if a
man does not work, he has no right to eat. TheeBdlls us that,
apart from exceptional circumstances involvindgdglth, age, or
disability, we must work in order to provide forraarthly
needs. There is no time, in Scripture, for lazgnes

This Bible passage introduces us to BoazRand. In
verse 1 we are told that Naomi had a kinsman ohbsband, a
man of the family of Elimelech, and his name wasBoThis
is a very important detail in the book of Ruth.isTgives Boaz
the right to marry Ruth and thus to raise up a fiamithe
name of Elimelech. If we think back to chapteNapmi had
forgotten about Boaz. She paints a very dark pactor Ruth
and her prospects of marriage in Canaan. So ntemnvRuth
goes out to glean, she has no idea about Boaz thesg
kinsman.

Second, Boaz is introduced to us as a weatidy. This
gives him the ability to marry Ruth and to redeé&m land that
previously belonged to Elimelech. There were tad$to the
duty of the kinsman: one was to marry the wiféhef
deceased, the other was to purchase back his Boaliz is
wealthy, so he will be able to do this.

Third, and most importantly, Boaz is introdddo us as a
godly man. We read in verse 4 that when Boaz dartiee
morning to his fields, he greeted his workers byreg “The

Lord be with you.” And they would answer: “Therddless
thee.” Why does the Holy Spirit tell us this?islbecause, if
you are really going to know a person, this is vehgou will
get to know them: in their personal life, in thente and in the
workplace. You cannot know a person’s charactesitmply
watching what he does on Sunday in church, for gkanor
observing his public life. But how does a man talland deal
with the people in his daily life, with the people sees every
day in his home or in the workplace? What doewéet for
others? What are his goals for himself? Boaz:salse Lord
be with thee.” What an example, an outstandingrgste, of
godliness.

And Boaz’s godliness comes out also in thg hedeals
with Ruth, who is a poor stranger. Quite easilybeld have
dismissed her and chased her from his fields.eaustbecause
he has a high regard for the law of God, he oblegdaw
concerning gleaning and his role in it. And beeals
understands the grace of God toward him as anliterdee
remembers the stranger and the poor in the laredddés this
as a wealthy man—not proud because of his wealth, b
humbled at the graciousness of God to him.

Notice several things that show the godlired€3oaz.

In verse 5 he takes notice of Ruth. He askservants:
“Whose damsel is this?” He is looking out for ffaor and the
stranger. In verses 8 and 9 he protects Ruthsalie to her,
“Don’t glean in another field, but stay by my sem&a | have
charged the young men not to touch you.” Thereavesrtain
danger for a young woman to go out alone into this
environment. But Boaz offers to protect Ruth. mhaéso he
provides for Ruth. In verse 9 he tells her thaewkhe is



thirsty, she should feel free to help herself ®dhninks that he
has provided for his workers. And in verse 14 $iesdner to
join him and his servants at mealtime, and he givgsnerous
portion of cornbread to Ruth—so much that she éfigJers to
take home to Naomi.

Then notice his godliness especially in wiebbserves
and admires in Ruth. He had never met her befBtg.he had
heard about her. And there are two things thaebegnizes in
Ruth’s character. One, her kind heart. He sady$ath fully
been shown me, all that thou hast done unto thyenoh-law
since the death of thy husband.” And, two, he gaczes
Ruth’s faith, that she had come to trust undemtimgs of the
Lord God of Israel and that, to do this, she haddken her
own people and land. Maybe he had heard aboutfRuth
wonderful confession recorded in chapter 1. “Witteu
goest, | will go; where thou lodgest, | will lodgéy people
shall be my people; thy God, my God; where thogtdiall |
die and there be buried.” If he had, this is wietadmired in
Ruth.

What a man of godliness Boaz was.

But th



