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have much in the way of sage
advice to pass on to them. And
younger women ought to learn
to take heed to you too.

III. Their Honor

The honor that belongs to
the aged women of the church
is found in the last phrase of
verse 5: that the Word of God
be not blasphemed. So, so much
depends on the women of the
church. The world is watching
the church and the way she
conducts herself in this world.
The wicked watch to see what
kind of men and women are pro-
duced by the church. This task
falls largely on the shoulders of
women. The world will judge
the church of
Jesus Christ
to a great ex-
tent by the
behavior that
the gospel
produces in
its women. If
you fail in the
tasks given in
these verses, women of the
church, the Word of God and
the gospel will be blasphemed.
The world will mock the church
for her inconsistencies and her
failure to produce members that
are godly and upright. The scorn
of the world will be leveled at
the church.

God’s Word says here that
the blame for God’s Word be-
ing blasphemed will lie on you,
young women of the church.
Quite the burden? No! Not at
all! Quite the challenge! Work
hardinthe church to show your-
selves approved of God. Show
your godliness by your works!
Liveinfaith and the grace of God
that bringeth salvation. Then
the world cannot blaspheme,
but the church will shine forth
in the beauty of God’s holiness!
That is how honorable is this
task you perform for the church.

Butthen, youyoung women
must honor the aged women in
the place God has given them
in your lives. Do not push them
aside as if they do not under-

stand. They

The world will judge do. Do not
the church of Jesus Christ
to a great extent by
the behavior that the
gospel produces in its women.

dishonor them
by ignoring
them. Honor
them by re-
specting their
place in your
lives. Listen to
the wisdom they can pass on to
you. That is the order God has
established in the church. And,
elderly women, embrace your
place and do the church well.
You are highly honored too. We
thank God for the God-fearing
women of the church. Shine
for us! The world will see your
witness and God’s name will be
praised.
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Dear radio friends,

Introduction

The virtuous woman is now
married. Shenolonger displays
her virtue in single life as she
did, but now she has been led by
Godtomarry. Inourlast sermon
in this series we considered her
godly role as a wife, thatis, in her
relationship with her husband.
The woman who fears Jehovah
has become the object of the
work of God’s grace. The Spirit
dwells in her and she seeks to
do what is good in the eyes of
God. For that reason seeks to
doherhusband good all the days
of her life. She loves him and
gives of herself to him to make
him happy. She becomes that
perfect counterpart that com-
pletes him. This we considered
in connection with a godly wife.

Now, the Lord has chosen
to give her and her husband
children in the marriage. This
makestheir hearts glad because
children are the heritage of the
Lord to them. There is nothing
that makes a god-fearing man
and his wife happier than to see
children in their life. Now we
consider the role of the virtuous
woman as a motherin the home.
What is her calling in the home
toward the family God has given

her? We consider this subject
from the point of view of Prov-
erbs 31:27-28: “Shelooketh well
tothe ways ofher household, and
eateth not the bread of idleness.
Her children arise up, and call
her blessed; her husband also,
and he praiseth her.” We con-
centrate in our broadcast today
on the role of a wife and mother
in the home among her family.
What is her place and what is
she called to do?

LOOKING WELL TO HER
HOUSEHOLD

I. The Place of Labor

We learn here in Proverbs
31 that the virtuous woman
“looks well to the ways of her
household.” This, of course,
makes the place of her labor as
a wife and mother the “house-
hold.” The household—that
term in the Hebrew, in its basic
meaning, refers to the house
itself. This already defines for
us that the main work of this
mother of Zion was in the place
where she and her family lived.
The context shows that this does
not mean she did not do any-
thing outside of her house. She
worked in her field and traveled
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to the marketplace to buy and
sell her wares. But the point of
the verse we consideristhat she
did this in order to look well to
the ways of her house. Herlabor
centeredin her house. That was
her workplace, soto speak. And
this is supported by Scripture
too. We read, for example, in
Psalm 128:3, 4: “Thy wife shall
be as a fruitful vine by the sides
of thine house: thy children
like olive plants round about
thy table. Behold, that thus
shall the man be blessed that
feareth the LorDp.” In the New
Testament this is confirmed
when instruction is given to
younger women in the churchin
ITimothy 5:14: “I will therefore
that the younger women marry,
bear children, guide the house,
give none occasion to the adver-
sary to speak
reproachful-
ly.” Or again
when God
speaks to el-
derly women
in the church
in Titus 2:4,
5: “That they
(aged women) may teach the
young women to be sober, to
love their husbands, tolove their
children, to be discreet, chaste,
keepersathome, good, obedient
to their own husbands, that the
word of God be not blasphemed.”
In a day and age when having
children is considered by many
as a strenuous burden, in so-
ciety given over to the pursuit

...the place of a mother
in her house
laboring among her family
is an honorable job,

highly esteemed by God.

of comfort and entertainment,
Scripture tells us that God wills
“that younger women marry,
bear children, and guide the
house.” So, Scripture indeed
emphasizes that the place of a
virtuous mother of childrenisin
the home, busy with the care of
the home and children.

Neither is this place of
labor degrading for a woman.
Over the past three genera-
tions since women entered the
work force after World War II,
more and more a woman who
is a homemaker has become an
object of mockery and scorn. She
is said to be the victim of male
chauvinism and a slave to her
husband and children. She is
said to be a menial laborer who
is unable to think for herself,
brainwashed by antiquated
mores that
no longer fit
our modern
society. Or,
on the other
hand, she is
accused of
the easy life.
“It would be
nice to be able to stay home, but
Thave to work for a living. Most
of us women are not as fortunate
as you!” Oftentimes my wife
has been asked: do you work?
Meaning, ahomemaker does not
really work. The Bible, on the
other hand, speaks of mothers
in the home in the most glorious
terms. Without disparaging the
place of the single woman in
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inallthings, disciplined. Again,
both single and married young
women need to be taught this
virtue, especially in today’s
world that is given to instant
gratification, selfishness, self-
indulgence. Self-discipline is
sorely lacking in today’s world,
and oftentimes this is true in
the church
too. The
aged wom-

Aged women must by example
and word teach the younger

one thing that presses itself on
us in all of these: aged women
must by example and word teach
the younger married women
to throw their all into their
families. We cannot stress it
enough: the home and family
are the most important unit in
life. Thereis nothingbetter than
life in the
family. And
the wife and

en ought to | married women to throw their all || mother make

teach young-
er women
by example
and word to be discreet. And
younger women need to accept
this instruction of older women.
Finally, to be chaste. In speech,
in actions, and in dress. We
need not get into this, since
we already spoke in an earlier
broadcast about the adornment
of a virtuous woman. But this
too must be taught our younger
women by the elder women of the
church, specifically by mothers
and grandmothers who remind
the younger generation of the
modesty thatisbefitting a virtu-
ous woman.

Then there is also the in-
struction that elderly women in
the church must give to young
married women to love their
husbands and children, to be
keepers of the home, good, and
obedient to their husbands. We
are not going to go into each
one of these in detail either,
since we learned of these too in
earlier broadcasts. But thereis

into their families.

it such! She
must devote
herselfto her
husband and children and love
them—Ilove them more than
possessions and careers. Love
them more than the world
around her. She must give of
herself freely to home and fam-
ily, sacrificing her all to make
her home happy and satisfying.
And mother and grandmothers
in the church must teach this
to the generation of women to
come. A genuine love for home
and family must be impressed
on young women by the older
women of the church. Let the
daughters of the church see and
hear from you, older women,
your love for, and the glorious
fulfillment you have found in,
your homes. Show them the
good you have shown to your own
families. This doesnotleave out
those women of the church who
are older but unmarried. You
too have so much to offer in the
way of wisdom to the younger
generation of women. You too
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right now. Older women have
not forgotten anything. They
remember because they had to
deal with children too. They
remember because they were
single women at one time too.
And 2), mothers and grandmoth-
ers do not understand what life
is anymore. Their generation
did not have to confront what
we do now. What they did to
raise children then is no longer
applicable to the way we raise
children today. We know so
much more than they did.

Solomon says there is no
new thing under the sun. Older
women haveindeed experienced
everything youhave. Theyhave
been given wisdom through
all of their experiences. They
know a whole lot more than
you do! They know, and have
now been given wisdom by God,
how to deal with the problems
we confront. And we need to
listen to them. That is our call-
ing. Otherwise, the instruction
given to aged women in our text
is invalid. Within the realm of
the church, where we have been
given mothers and grandmoth-
erstoteach us, theirinstruction
must be utilized. This is the
place of elderly women in the
church. And thisistheir prayer:
“O God, forsake me not until I
have showed thy strength unto
this generation and thy power
to every one that is to come!”

So then, here is what
they must teach the younger.

The young women in general,
whether single or married, must
be taught to be sober, discreet,
and chaste. The word sober,
as we well know, means the
opposite of drunk. But here
and elsewhere in Scripture it
points to more than merely not
given to much wine. It is true,
younger women too, as must be
true of their husbands, are poor
witnesses of the life of Christ in
His people when they are known
for their “drinking.” Neither in
single life nor in married life
must they be given to wine or
strong drink. There is nothing
uglier than a woman who walks
about with the smell of alcohol
on her breath. By the sober-
ness of the elderly women in
the church they must be taught
godliness. That must be seen in
the young women of the church.

But more. They must be
known for sober thinking. Those
who are given to strong drink do
not think straight. Their mind
and their conscience is clouded,
and they say and do things that
are foolish and often sinful. El-
derly women must teach young
women of the church to think
straight, that is, to use God’s
Word to direct their ways in
this world. Young, unmarried
women must be taught this
before marriage. Then married
women must be taught this
for the sake of their home and
family. Likewise, they must be
taught to be discreet. This word
means self-controlled, moderate

Looking Well to Her Household

the church or those wives from
whom God withholds children,
the Bible does speak of the work
of a mother in the home in the
most noble manner. In other
words, the place of a mother
in her house laboring among
her family is an honorable job,
highly esteemed by God. It is
the best job a woman can have.
It takes a highly intelligent
woman, a skilled woman, a moti-
vated and zealous woman to fill
the requirements of a virtuous
mother. And it takes a woman
with scads of energy! When a
woman who fears Jehovah fills
these qualifications, then God
is pleased with the work she
performsbecauseitis performed
on His behalf.

to help her. Of course, we must
remember that this instruction
was passed on to Solomon by
his mother who was a queen in
a palace. She had the wealth to
hire help. That would be nice,
wouldn’t it, ladies? But we can-
not afford that most often. This
is why it is necessary that the
husband and children help their
wife and mother in the home.
We will speak of that in just a
little while.

Whatison theforeground, of
course, is the need of a mother to
be with her children while they
grow up in her home. Ifthereis
one thing that ought to stand out
inthe account of Proverbs 31itis
the great amount of work a god-

ly mother

Now If there is one thing that has in her
that the 6 ! i th own home.
place of ought to stand out in the You see,
her labor account of Proverbs 31 God cre-
is estab- it is the great amount of work, ated Eve
lished we a godly mother has in her own home. for Adam
must turn because
to those it was not

with whom she labors. The
term “household” here in our
text implies more than just the
house where shelabors. It refers
by implication to the family that
isborn and raised in that house.
Fromthisverseitisevidentthat
this wife and mother actually
looked out for the welfare of her
children as well as the maidens
that helped her in the house.
Yep, this virtuous woman did
not do the whole task by herself!
She had maidens in her home

good that man should be alone.
God created woman a help for
him. A man needs help. He
needs another to bring forth
the next generation, but he
also needs help in raising that
next generation of children.
The responsibility falls upon
him. But a father needs help
to raise them. He is called by
God usually to go outside of his
home and labor to earn money
to raise the family. While he is
gone his children need him too
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in order to grow up in the fear
ofthe Lord. They need training.
But the father cannot properly
do both. For this reason God
gives to him a wife who can be
busy in the house raising the
children.

The labor of a virtuous
mother therefore is to be busy
with her children. This idea is
expressed when we learn that
the virtuous woman looks well to
the ways of her household. That
little word
“ways” refers

As she shapes them,

Children need their moth-
er’s tender touch and her com-
passion when they are hurting
or struggling with the difficul-
tiesof their ownlives. Theyneed
to be comforted. Likewise, they
need tobe disciplined when they
are walking in a sinful manner.
While father is gone mother is
there shaping and molding their
children to behave properly
and honorably. As she shapes
them, so also will they grow
up to be when
they become
adults. All of

to the man- |\ 55 afs0 will they grow up to be || (1is belongs

ner oflife that
goes on in the
home. She
looks to the way her children
must live—their manner of
life. She attends to the lives of
her children. They need to be
fed and clothed. They need the
love, care, and attention of their
mother and father. During the
daytime when father is gone,
mother is able to provide this
for them. Her children need to
be instructed and disciplined.
They need to be taught how to
behave in society. They need to
be taught orderliness, respect
for authority, and self-discipline
and obedience. Likewise, they
need tobe taught their responsi-
bilities toward God. They need
to be carefully nurtured in the
things of God’s kingdom. They
must be shown their sin and
then taken to the cross of Jesus
Christ.

when they become adults.

to the task of
a mother—a
full-time job I
would dare say. But then also
she is a keeper of the house
too! A man’s home is his castle,
so the saying goes. Well, it is
true: that is where he wants
to be when he comes home in
the evening—with his wife and
children. But that means his
castle must be clean too. It is
a house, after all. It is not a
barn. These menial tasks also
are placed upon a mother. She
looks to these tasks. They are
a part of her sphere of labor.
Husbands, children, do you
know the amount of work your
wives and mothers are called to
do? I can understand the say-
ing well: “From morning unto
setting sun, a mother’s work
is never done!” I pray that we
are not so unthankful or callous
toward what our wives and
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On the other hand, they
must be teachers of good things.
This was behavior that became
holiness: teach good things. A
teacher. Did you know that of
yourselves, older women? You
are teachers. Whether you

Youmustlead a good and order-
lylife. Youmustlive a quiet and
peaceable lifein your home. You
must show honor and respect
toward your husband. Youmust
be clean. You must be man-
nerly. You must be organized,

want to be in order by
or not, you A teacher. your very
are teach- Did you Rnow that of yourselves, respect-
ers. The able exam-
older women? You are teachers.
younger ple to show
women, Whether you want to be or not, this to the
and even you are teachers. generation
the young- to come.
er men, Then you

look at your behavior and they
learn from you. If you are loud,
slanderous, given to wine, you
are teaching the generation to
come to be such too. You are
teaching them the way of unholi-
ness, just as well as elderly men
who do this. The next genera-
tion watches you and will learn
from you their behavior and will
carry it one step farther. This
is why you must be teachers of
good things, thatis, of noble and
excellent things. This refers to
godly behavior in the church,
first of all. You must, by your
very behavior, be an example of
godliness. You must exhibit by
your actions the fear of God, the
love of God, the love you have
for His church and His people.
By this you will teach good and
godly things to those who follow
you in the next generation.

But noble and excellent
things are also the outward
behavior thatbecomes holiness.

are a teacher of good things and
behave yourselfin a respectable
and reverent way.

II. Their Instruction

What will you teach? What
is the instruction you are called
togive? Thisisfoundinverses 4
and 5 of Titus 2. You must teach
“the young women to be sober,
to love their husbands, to love
their children, to be discreet,
chaste, keepers at home, good,
and obedient to their husbands.”
There 1s a lot to teach, is there
not!

But, before we get into this
instruction, a word needs to be
said to younger women in the
church. The older women of
the church are your teachers.
You may not take the attitude:
1) that these women no longer
arerelevant toyouin yourlives.
They have forgotten how to deal
with what you are dealing with



24

Reformed Witness Hour

the saintly women in the church.
They must be dedicated to the
cause of the Lord. They must
speak as such and conduct their
livesassuch. When othersinthe
church observe their behavior
they will hold such women in
high esteem and respect them
in their service of God. Their
lives will be that of purity and
holiness. They will show their
own personal dedication to the
cause of the church and those
in it.

This will, in turn, show itself
inthese concrete ways: they will
not be false accusers, that is,
slanderers. They may not tell
lies about others. But more, they
may not be gossipers or back-
biters. They may not spread
rumors about others, whether
true or untrue. This must be
true of every one of us, but Paul
emphasizes this especially with
respect to aged women. Why
this sin? Because this is a sin
in the church that can destroy
the church from within. Slander
and gossip ruin the peace and
the beauty of the church of Je-
sus Christ. While men may be
busy in their labors, women in
particular are given more of an
opportunity to be busybodies in
other people’s matters. They are
more apt, given their particular
position in the church, to sit
with one another and allow the
conversation to drift into the
way of gossip. The older women
of the church must not be given
over to this sin. They must be

godly examples to the younger
women of the church. Indeed,
ifthey are tobehave themselves
as becomes holiness, that is, in
a way that demands of them
the respect of others, then they
must watch their tongues.

A second sin of which they
ought not be guilty is that they
must not be given over to much
wine, or literally, they must not
be enslaved to wine. This does
not forbid them from drinking
wine, quite obviously. There is
no sin in drinking wine. Wine
was and still is a common drink.
But as is true in our culture, so
also in that culture, there were
many who drank too much wine
or were enslaved to wine. They
could not get together with oth-
ers without the wine flowing
freely. Then, when too much
wine wasimbibed, their tongues
wereloosed. When their tongues
wereloosed, they began to speak
vainly and loudly. They said
things that were unholy and
inappropriate. They did things
that wereinappropriate because
they had a buzz. They were not
thinking soberly. Paul instructs
the elderly women of the church
that this may not characterize
thembecauseitisnotthat which
becomes holiness. It was the
opposite. Neither would they
be respected and looked up too
as a godly example. Surely, if
the church expected the younger
women to be free of this sin, so
also must the aged women be
free of this sin.

Looking Well to Her Household

mothers are called to do in the
course of day to think we do not
need to help them in their work.
Oh, that is a woman’s work!
Really! Where does the Bible
say that this virtuous woman
did all the work in her home
and family without the family
itself assisting her in as much
as possible? The place of labor
and the sphere of labor that is
given to a virtuous mother is a
great one—an important one.
Never may her family take her
labor for granted.

II. Her Labor

Solomon also describes for
us how the virtuous mother per-
formsherlabors. We are told she

But more, she is the keeper
of the home. She guides the
home and family. She sets the
spiritual tone for the family.
She sees to it that the family is
an organized and orderly unit
that runs according to routine
and schedule. That is what
lies behind that word “looketh
well.” Again, what a difference
a virtuous mother can make in
the home and in the conduct
of her children. Not even the
father’s job outside the home is
as important for the church of
Christ as that of a godly mother
in the home.

The wife and mother, in
this way, becomes the very hub
around which the family turns.
Once in a while God reminds

looks well to us of that too
the ways of The wife and mother, in this way, when Helays
her house- our wives
hold. That becomes the very hub and moth-

does not
mean that
she does an
excellent job in looking to the
ways of her household, though
thisistruetoo. Butit meansshe
watches carefully and assesses
with close observation the ways
of her household to see to it that
they are carried out in a godly
manner. Amotherisanoverseer
of her home. She watches the
home and the affairs of the house
carefully. She does this to keep
out the enemies of God’s people.
She keeps the evil influences of
sin away from her home. She
punishes sin when it appears.

around which the family turns.

er’s low with
sickness or
affliction or
takes them away from us in
death. The whole family runs
smoothly when a godly mother
is there looking well to the ways
of her household! The observer,
the guide, the guard of the home!

Solomon further describes
the labor of a virtuous woman
in the last part of verse 27, “she
eats not the bread of idleness.”
A virtuous woman is not lazy.
Idleness is doing nothing when
there is much to do. A person is
idle or lazy when he or she sees
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work to be done but walks right
by it leaving it undone simply
because he or she does not feel
like doing it. That is idleness.
A virtuous mother is not lazy!
She does not therefore eat mere
bread asaresultoflaziness. She
eats well because she and her
husband labor hard! You know,
many think that a motherinthe
home whoisnotin the work force
has a life of leisure. She lies
around all day with little to do.
She is out visiting and having a
good time with others. And itis
true too that, if a mother is not
self-motivated, she can be like
that. She can sit around her
house with clutter piling up and
her children runningloose while
she pursues her own interests.
But thatisnot true of a virtuous
mother. Sheisalwaysbusy with
her work. You may not weary,
mothers, of the labors God has
given you in your family. It is
a noble work you do!

You must discipline your-
selves therefore to be organized
and energetic in your work. If
you were sitting at a desk in an
office or teaching in a classroom
or working with the accounts of
others, do you think you could
allow yourselves to be undis-
ciplined and disorderly? That
would probably result in your
getting fired! Well, you cannot
get fired as a mother. But you
can fail in your task. You may
not therefore eat the bread of
idleness but must be busy in the
most honorable of work: raise

your children in the fear of the
Lord in a home where is peace
and safety. Make your homes
such! That takes work!

III. Her Payment

The financial returns for
your work are meager. The
position of a motherin the home
does not earn money. But you do
receive a payment. It is a pay-
mentthatis more valuable than
money. It is more worthwhile
than a six-figure paycheck.
We read of it in verse 28: “Her
children arise up and call her
blessed; her husband also, and
he praiseth her.” I cannotimag-
ine, women, working in a home
without the praise of husband
and children. I know the work
you do is for the Lord. But to
work in a home where children
and husband just expect you to
do things for them or to wait on
them hand and foot, and then
walk away with no thanks, is
unthinkable. Husbands and
children, do we understand
the importance of a wife and
mother in our lives? I pray we
are not so callous that we do not
care when we hurt her with our
remarks or our disobedience?
Do we ever take the time out to
give our mothera hugand a kiss
and tell her how much we love
her, how much she means to us,
how much we appreciate what
she does for us day and night?
Thatisher pay, youunderstand!
That is the only remuneration
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in the church excludes me!” I
am not old. I am not an aged
woman. Perhaps, then, thebest
way of understanding who these
aged women are is to consider
the elders who are called to rule
in the church. Itis striking that
the Greek word that describes
the elder as a presbyter is the
same word used here to describe
the aged women of the church.
The word presbyter means el-
derlyone, a senior, one advanced
in years. Or, as we might say,
anolder per-
son—not an
old person,
mind you—
but an older
person 1in
the church.
Those men appointed by the
church to be elders are ap-
pointed because they have ex-
perienced much of life. At the
same time, elders are not so old
that they wane in strength and
are unable to put much time and
energy into the church. Elders
are able to work actively in the
church while making wise deci-
sions. Well, this is the same
term used for aged women in
Titus. They are older women
who have served their families
and church in their youth. They
are beyond middle-aged years
and now entered into their
senior years, yet have plenty
of strength to be useful in the
church. T know that women who
have reached this time of their
lives donot liketobe called aged.

The chief characteristic
of older women is behavior
as becomes holiness.

The term makes them sound old.
Butthe word “aged women” used
by Paul here in Titus does not
mean that such women are so
old and decrepit that they have
little life left in them.

Thebehaviorofthese women
in the church is given us in verse
3: it becomes holiness, not false
accusers, not given tomuch wine,
teachersof good things. The chief
characteristic of older women 1is
behavior as becomes holiness.
Holiness. The term used here
should be
translated
“sacred-
ness.” This
means that
aged wom-
en must reveal behavior that
is not secular or profane, but
respectable and reverent. She
must reveal by her walk of life
that she is a woman that fears
God. We have already pointed
out in our past broadcasts that
a virtuous woman is a godly
woman—a God-fearing woman.
Well, this must show itselfin the
way that she conducts herself
in the church. She is not loud,
gaudy, and profane as are the
wicked women of this world. But
sheconducts herselfinawaythat
gains for her respect and honor.
The term sacred actually makes
reference tothe work of the priest
and Levite in Israel. Their of-
fice entailed sacred obligation
toward God, performing a duty
of purity dedicated to the cause
of God. So also must it be true of
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Aged Women: Holy Teachers
Rev. Wilbur Bruinsma

Dear Radio Friends,

Introduction

Onelastconsiderationofthe
virtuous woman. This one pin-
points another class of womenin
the church: the aged women. It
is easy for us to overlook the el-
derly women of the church, since
they are finished with raising
their children. These women,
however, whether married or
not, have yet an important func-
tioninthechurch that Scripture
everywhere recognizes.

We have chosen to consider
one such passage today, Titus
2:3-5: “The aged women like-
wise, that they be in behavior
as becometh holiness, not false
accusers, not given to much
wine, teachers of good things;
That they may teach the young
women to be sober, to love their
husbands, tolove their children,
To be discreet, chaste, keepers
at home, good, obedient to their
own husbands, that the word of
God be not blasphemed.” The
idea that the older saints in
the church teach the younger
is common in Scripture. The
aged psalmist writes in Psalm
71:18: “Now also when I am old
and grayheaded, O God, forsake
me not; until I have shewed thy

strength unto this generation,
and thy power to every one that
is to come.” Proverbs 23:22
imparts this point of wisdom to
younger men and women in the
church: “Hearken unto thy fa-
therthatbegatthee, and despise
not thy mother when sheisold.”
You see, a godly woman who has
gone through life has gained
much in the way of wisdom. A
younger person that is experi-
encing life as a single, or even
as a wife and mother, may think
she has a thorough knowledge
of life. But she is still learning.
The older women of the church
have learned and now are able
to pass what they have learned
to the younger women. So it is
necessary to consider the place
of the older virtuous women of
the church too.

AGED WOMEN:
HOLY TEACHERS

I. Their Behavior

Immediately we must deter-
mine who these aged women of
the church are. The first reac-
tion of most women, unless they
are in their 70s or 80s, 1s, “Well,
I guess this category of women

Looking Well to Her Household

she receives for her labors! If
a man does not receive enough
money for his work, he quits and
goes somewhere else to work.
A mother cannot quit! But let
us hope that her wages are not
so meager that
sheloses all joy
in her work.

Her hus-
band and chil-
dren rise up
and call her blessed. That
simply means they tell her what
a blessing she is in their lives!
They tell her how thankful they
are for her hard work and at-
tention. They not only thank
her but they thank God for her
when they pray! Husbands, do
you take time out to thank God
in your family devotions in the
presence of our children how
thankful we are for our wives
and mothers? There is nothing
worse than a home filled with
ungrateful men and children
who never think about their
keeper of the home. But this
praise goes beyond words too.

Do we think that what a
mother does in our homes is
exclusively her work? Husbands
come home from work andignore
the work of the family staring
them in the face. We are not
the only ones who work, men!

Let us hope that her wages
are not so meager that
she loses all joy in her work, you do is play

Children, when told to pick up,
when told to wash up, when told
to clean the house or wash the
dishes, you must do it. You do
not think it is your job? You
think you can have a free ride
without having
to work in your
home? You
are lazy? All

and not work?
Then you are
not praising your mother in
deed, even if you do it in word.

Mothers need ustobeready
and willing always to pitch
in and help. Husbands must
reveal this to their children by
means of example and enforce it
when they are home. Children
must know that to declare their
mother a blessing means they
show sheisablessing by lending
ahelpinghand when necessary.
That is the payment a mother
receives from her family. That
is what makes a home a happy
home. We may not forget to rise
up and praise mothers and wives
for what they do for us. Thank
you, wives. Thank you, mothers.
What a blessed place you have
in our lives—and in our hearts.
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Living with an Unbelieving Spouse

Rev. Wilbur Bruinsma

Dear Radio Friends,

Introduction

The passage before us today
addresses a particular class of
women in the church. We al-
ready learned of other classes
of women: there are single or
unmarried women, widows,
married women, women with
children, and elderly women.
Today we address those women
in the church who are called by
God to live with an unbelieving
spouse. Why? Because the Word
of God gives particular instruc-
tion to them too, and since the
Bible does this we may not forget
them. The verses we considerin
ourbroadcast today are foundin
I Corinthians 7:13-16. Let me
read them a moment: “And the
woman which hath an husband
that believeth not, and if he be
pleased to dwell with her, lether
notleave him. For the unbeliev-
ing husband is sanctified by the
wife, and the unbelieving wife
is sanctified by the husband:
else were your children unclean;
but now are they holy. But if
the unbelieving depart, let him
depart. A brother or a sister
is not under bondage in such
cases: but God hath called us to
peace. For what knowest thou,
O wife, whether thou shalt save

thy husband? or how knowest
thou, O man, whether thou
shalt save thy wife?” As we can
tell, this passage also applies to
husbands whohave unbelieving
wives. Neither therefore ought
such husbandsbeignoredinour
broadcast today. At the same
time, since the focus of our series
isonthe woman, so alsowill that
be our focus today.

The church praises the vir-
tuous woman. When doing so,
we may not overlook that wife
and mother who must live a life
of faith while dealing with the
hardship of a spouse who does
not share that faith. The mar-
riage relationship takes work
when God joins two believers
together into one. But they are
bound together alsoin theirlove
for God. Can we imagine the
difficulties faced by a believing
wife whose husband stands op-
posed to her faith? These godly
women need the support and
prayers of the church and of
their fellow believers. We take
time out therefore to consider
what the Word of God teaches
us here in this passage.

In this chapter the inspired
apostle gives specific and per-
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ing church and the functions
of the church in order that we
might be properly fed? It is all
implied in thankfulness, you
see. Does our life center in the
things of this world and its pur-
suits, or doourlives centerin the
kingdom of heaven and its pur-
suits? How
often we must
bereminded of
that! How of-
ten we can be
taken in with
the pursuits
of this present
life—not only
the earning of money but the
spending of it again—sometimes
onthingsthatare soearthly and
mundane!

And this is where being
rich toward God becomes so,
so applicable to life. God gives
us what we earn in order to
fulfill two important functions
in this life. First of all, to be
able to live. We earn money
in order to support ourselves
and our family. We labor to do
that. We labor to make our life
in this present world comfort-
able. That is not wrong. Give
me neither poverty nor riches,
Solomon writes. We work to get
ourselves above a poverty level
and tolive comfortably. Andyes,
we may even work in order that

We will not allow . .

the things of this present fife || functions, if
to get in the way

of our spiritual growth
and development.

we might enjoy what God has
given us in this life. That is the
first reason we earn our money.
The second is to help the poor
and the needy—those who are
unable to live as comfortable a
life as we are. We labor not only
for ourselves but for our fellow
saints. Having
fulfilled those

we are still
wealthy be-
yond need, we
yet use those
richestolayup
for ourselves
treasures in heaven. We re-
alize that all these riches we
will leave behind. And just
as the Lord asked of that rich
fool whose life He took, we ask
ourselves the same question:
“then whose shall those things
be which thou hast provided?”
Those possessions will become
someone else’s. We ought not
labor therefore for the meat that
perishes. But in thankfulness
to God today bow before Him
and acknowledge that all comes
from His hand. God bless you
and me in that knowledge in
this time of year. And, in all our
celebration, remember in what
really life consists: that we are
rich toward God!
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riches of our Lord Jesus Christ!

So, being rich toward God
requires of us a proper under-
standing of what life consists of.
It consists of life eternal—the
life that is to come. That life
to come must be of essence to
you and me while in this life.
It must be the main concern of
our lives. Then we will begin to
look at life in this world not as
an end in itself, but as a means
to achieve a higher end—that
of life to come. It is looking at
our spiritual lives in this world
as that in which life consists.
It is understanding that our
relationship with God Himself
is the most important thing in
all the world. And when we are
rich in our hearts toward God,

again given us in this year gone
by, then we can bow before God
at this time of year with proper
thanksgiving.

And that is true, you see,
because when we arerich toward
God, this will affect the way we
view our earthly possessions.
Our earthly possessions will not
be in what our lives in this pres-
ent world consist. We will not
livetoberich. We will not obsess
over getting more and more in
the way of this world’s posses-
sions. We will not consume
ourselves in making ourselves
more and more comfortable in
this life. On the contrary, the
things of the kingdom of heaven
will be our goal and will direct
our activities. We will not allow

seeking His the things

ilfrgd OHHIIS And when we are rich of ﬁnfs fres‘;
, . entlifetoge

and His will in our hearts toward God, in the way

in all of life,
then all the
rest begins
to fall into
place too.
Because if
that is the
motivating principle of ourlives,
then that will influence us in
how we view today what God
has given us. That will work in
us contentment and joy in what
we are given from God—without
looking on the next guy and
what he has. We will not be
motivated by covetousness but
by contentment. And when we
are content with what God has

seeking His glory, His Ringdom,
and His will in all of life,
then all the rest begins
to fall into place too.

of our spiri-
tual growth
and devel-
opment. Do
you see what
Imean? Itis
hard to be properly thankful to
God when we give thanks to Him
and then turn around and not
seek Him in our lives. We are
not properly seeking God when
we do not spend time with Him
in fellowship and prayer. How
much time do we take to pray,
to study God’s Word, and speak
with our families of the things
of the kingdom of heaven? How
much time do we spend attend-

Living with an Unbelieving Spouse 9

sonal instruction regarding
marriage. In verses 10, 11
Paul reiterates the instruction
Jesus gave during His earthly
ministry concerning divorce and
remarriage. Weread, “And unto
the married I command, yet
not I, but the Lord, Let not the
wife depart from her husband:
But and if she depart, let her
remain unmarried, or be rec-
onciled to her husband: and let
not the husband put away his
wife.” Paul then anticipates the
question these new believers
might raise to this teaching of
Jesus: What about when a man
is married to an unbelieving
wife, or a wife is married to an
unbelieving husband. Jesus
hadnot addressed this question
specifically. Paul does so now
with apostolic authority. You
may not divorce that unbeliev-
ing man or woman if he or she
be pleased to dwell with you. As
difficult as life may be, you may
not put them away, unless for
the cause of unfaithfulness, of
course. So the instruction we
consider here in verses 13-16
flows out of what Christ teaches
us concerning marriage. And
that we address today.

LIVING WITH AN
UNBELIEVING SPOUSE

I. The Injunction

The apostle Paul writes
his letter to a predominantly
Gentile church. Most of its
members had been converted

through his preaching and had
joined themselves to the church
institute in Corinth. It was not
an uncommon situation in the
church there to find a believing
man or woman who joined the
church alone without his or her
spouse. We well know, do we
not, that just because God has
chosen to work in one person’s
heart by His grace and Spirit
bringing them to faith and re-
pentance, that does not mean
He must work in the heart of
another. The same was true dur-
ing the time of the early church.
In several cases the Lord may
have chosen to bring a man or a
woman to faith, but then did not
choose to do this with the spouse.
The result was that a believing
spouse now lived with an unbe-
lieving spouse. As I said, this
was not rare then—but neither
is this scenario strange to us
today either. This scenario we
will now apply to the believing
wife.

There were two possible
reactions of an unbelieving
husband to this new life that
he witnessed in his wife whom
God had brought to faith. In
some cases the unbeliever was
repelled by that new life of
faith evidenced in the one he
had married. He did not like it.
Her faith aggravated him. Her
faithful witness was a constant
reminder to him of his own
sin, and this caused anger and
disgust with his wife. Because
of this rift in his marriage rela-
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tionship, such an unbelieving
husband no longer wanted to
live with her. And since there
was in Roman culture at that
time the easy divorce that we
find in our own society, the
husband sought to put away his
wife and depart from her. Paul
addresses this scenario in verse
15: “if the unbelieving depart,
let him depart. A brother or a
sister is not under bondage in
such cases: but God has called
us to peace.” I am not going to
gointo a detailed explanation of
this verse. I believe an entire
sermon could be preached on it
alone, but this would steer us
too far from the topic at hand.
This verse simply points out
to that believing wife that if
her husband decides to gain
an unlawful divorce from her
and leave her, then she need
not be filled with guilt over this
situation. Itis true that his de-
parture wasindeed abandoning
her. That was painful enough
in itself. But the believing wife
need not feel guilt on account of
what he was doing. The law of
God in the seventh command-
ment did not condemn her.
Her unbelieving husband was
guilty. If he departed, then let
him depart and let peace abide
in her home and family. Also,
she can have peace with God.
That is all we are going to say
about this verse—even though
more could be said, of course.

The scenario God’s Word
addresses in the passage before

us is that of the unbelieving
husband whois pleased to dwell
with his wife despite the fact
that she lives in faith and he in
unbelief. To be pleased means
that the husband agrees or
consents to live together with
her. He approves of his life
in the home together with his
believing wife. The husband,
perhaps not caring for what
she now embraced, was indif-
ferent toward her faith, perhaps
shrugged his shoulders and
ignored it. As long as her faith
in Christ did not get in his way
orupset hisown lifestyle, he was
pleased to dwell with her. Some
unbelieving husbands were
perhaps confused and disliked
what their wives were doing, yet
nevertheless had a natural love
for their wives and depended on
their wives so they consented to
live with them.

These believing wives are
enjoined by the Word of God
not to leave their husbands.
Andby “leave” is meant divorce.
This is supported by verse 12,
where unbelievinghusbands are
also enjoined not to “put away”
their wives, a word thatliterally
refers to divorce. The rule of
Christhadbeen established, the
only lawful ground for divorce
is that of adultery, unfaithful-
nessinthe marriagebond. That
rule needed to be obeyed in this
situation. If the husband was
pleased to dwell with his wife
faithfully, she may not divorce
him.

In What Does Life Consist?
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was the essence of life—the
life hereafter. Had he laid up
in store for himself riches in
heaven? Had this rich fool been
rich toward God? Obviously not!
God Himself called this man a
fool! This man was not wise in
the ways of God. This man fool-
ishly looked upon His wealth as
His own. He did not care about
heaven. He cared only about
the things of this present world.
And for that reason His soul
was required of God. His life
consisted in those things that
perished, and that life perished
along with those possessions.
In his greed and covetousness
he failed to lay up for himself
treasures in heaven. Beware
and take heed that we be not
as this rich fool, who spent his
entire earthly life in acquiring
those things in which life does
not consist but lost his soul.

II. But in Riches Toward
God

In what, then, does life
consist? In

this: being
rich toward
God. That

is how we

render to Him thanksgiving
today. That is how we render
God thanksgiving all our days.
That is how we walk in thank-
fulness before God in all of life.
We are rich toward God. Now,
that is a nice phrase—but we
ought to know concretely what

In what, then, does life consist?
In this: being rich toward God.

it means. What is it to be rich
toward God? First of all, to be
rich toward God requires com-
ing to Him and finding our life
in Him. We are to turn away
from the things of this present
life and the temporary joy they
might give us, and we are to turn
to God and see Him as life and
joy for us. We must see that in
Himisfoundallriches andbless-
ings! Already, if you notice, that
directs our attention away from
the earthly. That we come to
God, of course, is a work of God’s
grace in us through the Spirit of
our risen Savior. No man can
come unto the Father but by me,
Jesus explains to us. In order
for us to see that all true joy and
happinessisfoundin God alone,
Christ must work in us. We
must be regenerated through
the Spiritin our hearts. Then we
are made to see the things of the
kingdom of heaven. All of this
is true by means of the power
work of the cross. There Christ
destroyed the power of sin and
unbelief. There Christ crushed
the head of
the serpent
and set us
free. Then,
by means of
His Spirit, Christ bestows on us
Hisresurrection life. Asaresult
we live! And that life is what is
of the essence. In what does life
consist? In Christ! He imparts
all true life to God’s children!
To be rich toward God therefore
means that we are filled with the
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all his time pursuing after the
things of this world. He does
not necessarily become rich,
but nevertheless his whole life
is spent trying to gain more to
himself in the way of earthly
possessions.

Beware!!! Take heed to
yourselves, Jesus says, because
this is a real temptation to us!
Beware lest, instead of giving of
thanks in this day, we say, but
I need more before I can give
thanks. Or, thanks, but I need
more. I will continue to give
thanksonlyifIcontinue to have
more! Beware and guard your
hearts, Jesus tells us, lest you
begin to think that life consists
in uncertain riches, and then
you become so obsessed with
them that you gain the world
and lose your soul!

There once was a rich man
who had property and barns
aplenty. But it just so hap-
pened that thisrich man’s fields
brought forth a harvest with an
overabundance of fruit. It was
not as if this rich man needed
this harvest. He was already
rich and he already had big
barns. Butthosebarns were not
big enough to hold the harvest.
So, he said to himself, “I will
pull down my barns, and build
greater; and there will I bestow
all my goods.” Why not? He had
the wealth to doit! Build bigger
andbetter! I mean, would we not
do that too? No sense throwing
our harvest away! Build bigger

and better barns and these will
be able to store everything. Itis
logical. But thisrich manadded
this to what he said: “Soul,
thou has much goods laid up
for many years; take thine ease,
eat, drink, and be merry.” This,
together with what thisrich man
had already said, reveals to us
the heart of this man. [ will do
this. I will pull down my barns
and I will build bigger so I can
store all the fruit that I have
grown. Selfish sounding, is it
not? This man thought that
eating and drinking and mak-
ing merry with all this wealth is
what life consisted of. In other
words, he never looked beyond
this earth and its wealth. He
believed that true joy and ease
was found in an accumulation
of the possessions of this earth.
And that is where this rich man
failed. He lived for today and
gave no thought for the life
hereafter. He was so obsessed
with easein this world, he cared
not one whit for that life which
1s to come. He had it all, did he
not? He had come by so much
wealth and ease that he need
not worry about a thing!

But maybe this rich man
should have worried a little
more about his soul and where
that soul would go when he died.
Listen to what God had in store
for him: “Thou fool, this night
thy soul shall be required of
thee!” That night God required
that man’s soul to appear before
Him. Now, that man faces what
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Butthereis moreimpliedin
this injunction of God’s Word.

A believing wife must be
willing to live in peace and
harmony with
her unbelieving
husband. The
home may not

bitter quarrel-
ing and dissen-
sion on account
ofthe faith of the wife. She must
learn to adjust her life in such a
way that she can live with her
husband inlove. There must be
peace in the home and family.
She must even be willing, as
Peter says, to subject herself to
the will of her husband as long
as he does not demand of her to
disobey her Savior. And that is
the difficult and at times painful
life of a person whose spouse
is not a believer. We ought to
understand that as a church of
Jesus Christ. Itisoftentimesnot
easy for such a virtuous woman
(or man) to be able to maneuver
around the unbelief of her hus-
band. Attimes she (or again he)
has a real struggle in her soul
with whether what she is doing
is compromising her faith or is
necessary to keep peace in her
home without denying her faith.
Those struggles are not a part of
the life of two people who share
faith together. Thatis whyIsaid
earlier that we need to pray for
such a virtuous woman or man
that indeed experiences these
troubles in life. It takes a ton of

A believing wife
must be willing to live
be filled with || i peace and harmony with
her unbelieving husband.

wisdom and an extreme amount
of patience. If that unbelieving
husband is pleased to dwell
with you, virtuous wife, then
you must be pleased to dwell
with him. God
will then bless
youinthat mar-
riage relation-
ship and He will
bless your home
and family too.

II. The Reasons

This blessing of God on your
home makes up the two reasons
God gives in the verses before
us. The first is found in verse
14: “the unbelieving husbandis
sanctified by the wife, and the
unbelieving wife is sanctified
by the husband: else were your
children unclean; but now are
they holy.” That is a thought-
provoking usage of words in this
verse. An unbelieving husband
is sanctified by the wife and the
unbelieving wife is sanctified by
herhusband. That term sanctify
means to be made holy. Now, it
is clear from the passage itself
that this verse does not mean
that God makes an unbelieving
person holy because his spouse
is holy. God does not transfer
the holiness of a believer to an
unbeliever somehow through
the bond of marriage. God does
this only through the sanctify-
ing work of the Holy Spirit in
our hearts. Holiness comes
only with salvation. So, Paul
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does not mean when he states
that the unbelieving husband is
sanctified by the believing wife
that he is holy on account of his
wife’s holiness.

Rather, this is to be ex-
plained in this way. The hus-
band is made holy in connection
with or in

though the unbelieving spouse
does not even realize it or ac-
knowledge it, it is a beneficial
thing for him to belong to a
virtuous, God-fearing woman.

Butnotonlyisthe marriage
itself sanctified by the believ-
ing spouse, so also is the entire

family, the

the per- But not only is the marriage itself || children in-

son of the sanctified by the believing spouse, cluded. God

believing ; . . has a great
. so also is the entire family,

wife. Why ) ) concern for

the KJV the children included. the chil-

translates dren of the

the preposition as by the wife is
hard to understand. It is clear
from the Greek that the preposi-
tion is in. The unbelieving hus-
band is made holy in connection
with his believing wife. There
exists a certain sanctity in the
marriage itself by virtue of the
factthatheisnow one flesh with
a holy wife. The unbelieving
husband with no desire of his
own nevertheless has become
party toa Christianin marriage.
He shares therefore, though he
is totally undeserving, in the
benefits that are derived from
being married to a believer. I
am reminded of when Joseph
became a slave to Potiphar in
theland of Egypt. Godbestowed
the earthly benefits of wealth
on Potiphar for Joseph’s sake.
Marriage, of course, ought to be
sanctified by both parties in the
marriage; but according to the
Word of God here, one believing
spouse also can bring sanctifica-
tion to the marriage itself. And

church. Thisistruebecause God
establishes His covenant with
believers and their believing
children in their generations.
When God grafted these Gentile
Christiansinto the early church,
God grafted them into His cov-
enant of friendship. He did not
choose some individual adults
in the church in Corinth only
to leave this church in the next
generation and go somewhere
else. Where God grafts new
believers in, God immediately
grafts their believing children
into the church too. God has a
great concern for the children
of the church. We learn from
Malachi2:15that God has made
a man and his wife one in the
church that He might seek a
godly seed! By means of a wife
dwelling with an unbelieving
husband, God uses such a mar-
riage to seek out a godly seed.
By means of a sanctified mar-
riage—and it is because of the
believing spouse—God saves
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to us, even while we are in this
present world, a life that will
neverend. That meansthatonce
we die, our life goes on—it goes
on into all eternity! And that
trulyislife. The spiritual life we
have right now, therefore, does
not really consist in how many
earthly possessions a man can
accumulate to himself. These
earthly possessions will all be
left behind when we die. The
Lord givesusthese thingsin this
life and then takes them away
again at death. Naked we came
into this world and naked we
will leave

inthe way of this world’s posses-
sions as he is able. It islooking
at one’s neighbor and desiring
what he has. It is competing
with the neighbor and trying to
outdo him. It is being dissatis-
fied with life, always looking
to make oneself wealthier and
more powerful in this world.
Take heed and beware, Jesus
tells us!

This Thanksgiving Day we
take heed and beware! God has
given us more than most people
inthis world. Evenbeing poor by
our standards is still rich by the

ey . - standards
ih aI.ES Naked we came into this world of many
ot Lt e and naked we will leave it! others. God
that reason, That is the reality of life. RN
too, life, true ;Te n(‘sl;se(f%
life, eternal food, cloth-

life, does not consist of the abun-
dance of earthly possessions.
Neither do these possessions in
this world earn for us a place in
heaven. We cannot buy our way
into heaven with our earthly
riches. They are useless when
it comes to life because life does
notreally consistin these things.

For that reason, Jesus
gives us the warning of verse
15: “Take heed, and beware of
covetousness!” Covetousness
is a strong desire to have what
another possesses. Covetous-
ness is not being satisfied with
life as God gives it to us, but
wanting more. Covetousness is
driving oneself in this world to
accumulate as much to himself

ing, and more. But many who
receive these things want and
desire—covet—much more.
And they drive themselves to
gain it! Everything else seems
to slip by the wayside in their
drive to gain more and more of
this world’s possessions. Their
family life wanes, so much so
that there is not even time for
them to sit down together as
families and read and pray to-
gether. Their zeal for the things
of God’s kingdom flickers and is
almost blown out because there
is no time for church and life
in the church. One is working
too hard to gain to himself the
possessions of this world. As a
result, he finds himself spending
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soul shall be required of thee:
then whose shall those thingsbe,
which thou hast provided? So
is he that layeth up treasure for
himself, and is not rich toward
God.” This account and the
parable Jesus spoke we wish to
consider for afew minutes today.
In what does life consist? That
is the question we answer: in
what does life consist?

IN WHAT DOES LIFE
CONSIST?

I. Not in Earthly Posses-
sions

Both before and after the
parable of our text Jesus very
clearly points out why He tells
it. We read in verse 15: “a
man’s life consisteth not in the
abundance of the things which
he possesseth.” In verse 21:
“he that layeth up treasure for
himselfis not rich toward God.”
These verseslay out clearly both
the negative and the positive
answer to the question, in what
doeslife consist? Negatively, we
are told that life in this present
world does not consist in the
abundance of the things that a
man possesses. Now, we ought
to be clear on this instruction
Jesus gives us here. When
Christ speaks of life, He is not
interested in mere earthly exis-
tence.

There is no doubt about it
that youandIarecalledtolabor
in this life. We are to work in

order to be able to supply our
needs. Jesus does not promote
any kind of laziness on our part.
He is not saying, since life does
not consist in earthly posses-
sions, do not attempt to acquire
them. We have certain needs in
this earthly realm in which we
dwell. We desire a comfortable
existence. We need houses, we
need food, we need clothing.
And if it is possible we like to
have nice homes, good food, and
suitable clothing to wear.

We do not desire to live at
poverty level, even though at
times this may be our lot in
life. Christ is not saying that
life in this present world does
not necessitate possessions.
Neither does Christ intend to
teach us here that if by means
of our hard labors God blesses
us with riches, that these riches
areinthemselves wrong and sin-
ful. Many of God’s people have
beenblessed with an abundance
of riches: Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob were wealthy men. So
were Job, David, and Solomon.
Jesus, therefore, does not teach
us here that we must not work
or even accumulate wealth.
What He is saying is that life
does not consistin these earthly
possessions—not true life—not
true life to come or life in this
world either. The life that is in
us as God’s children is not mere
earthly life. We possess eternal
life. Christ has worked in us
His life. He dwells in us by His
Spirit, and that Spirit imparts

Living with an Unbelieving Spouse 13

to Himself a godly seed. Else
were your children unclean.
Were it not for this marriage to
a believing wife, an unbelieving
husband’s children would be
unclean together with him. By
means of a sanctified marriage,
the children of such a family are
sanctified—made holy.

No, this does not mean that
this virtuous woman can passon
her holiness to her children by
some kind of mystical union with
them. She can no more pass on
herholinesstoherchildrenthan
she can to her unbelieving hus-
band. Every child born into this
world, whether in the church or
outside of it, must be born again
in order to be made holy in the
blood of Jesus Christ alone. But
certainly there are the benefits
of being raised and properly
trainedin a godly home. Though
the unbelieving spouse may not
see the necessity of raising his
children in the fear of God, the
believing wife certainly does.
And she

The second reason is put
in question form in verse 16:
“For what knowest thou, O wife,
whether thou shalt save thy
husband?” Beautiful! God has
given us all to be witnesses, in
this world, of the life of Christ
that dwells in us. That life of
Christ cannot help but show
itself in the life of a believer.
The same is true of a virtuous
woman. She is sanctified in the
blood of Christ. And this will
showitselfin all of her conversa-
tion, thatis, in the very way she
lives—in all of her walk of life.
It will show itself in her home
when she shows proper love
for her husband and a proper
submission to his will. It will
show itself in how she teaches
her children respect for their
father and proper behavior in
the home. It will show itself in
her honest dealings with others.
Her life will exude her faith.

If God uses our witness
as believers to bring others to
Christ, how

will give of If God uses our witness as believers much more

her life to to bring others to Christ, can  God
train them use that
diligently how much more can God witness of
in the fear use that witness of a godly wife agodly wife
of God’s to save her husband! to save her
name. And husband!
since God Obviously,

is a God of means, He is pleased
to raise up unto Himself a godly
seed by means of that believing
wife. That then is why a wife
ought not to leave her unbeliev-
ing husband.

once again, the godly wife does
not save her husband. Salvation
is earned by our Savior on the
cross. Only God imparts salva-
tion by His grace. But God does
use at times the means of the
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godly witness of a believing wife
or husband to save the spouse.
It is not beyond God and the
power of His grace to do this! He
is able to do this! I have been
asked by a believing wife in her
frustration and disappointment
when she should quit praying for
the salvation of her husband.
The answer to that question is
clear: you never stop praying
for that spouse! Do not grow
weary in prayer for him. But
do not forget to pray that God’s
good and free will be done in the
matter too. What knowest thou,
oh wife, whether thoushalt save
your husband?

II1. The Joy

There is a versification of
Psalm 126, the last stanza of
which reads like this: “The
sower bearing precious seed may
weep as in his toil he grieves.
But he shall come again with
joy in harvest time with golden
sheaves.” Brothers and sisters
who bear the burden of carrying
on alone in a marriage where
you are the only believer, do not
forget this Psalm. God gives to
you a special care or burden that
you must carry in your lives.
But remember, you are sowing

seed. And as we sow that seed
we may weep in our toil. Life is
not always so easy. We under-
stand. But toil on. Do not grow
weary. Especially if God gives
you children to bring up in the
fear of His name. Sow the seed
of His Word. If those children
are already grown, continue to
be a faithful witness to them
and to your spouse.

There will be a reward for
your faithfulness to your spouse.
There will be a reward to your
labor with your children by
yourself in your home. Even if
that reward is not seen in this
life, it will be seen in the life to
come. There comes a time of
harvest—perhaps in this life
when we see our children grow
up and confess their faith with
us. Perhaps when we stand
at the judgment seat of Christ
and hear Him say, “Well done,
thou good and faithful servant.”
When we witness thatin thislife
or in the life to come, we will be
given joy unspeakable and full of
glory. Truly, that woman who
laborsin her family where there
is an unbelieving husband is a
virtuous woman. Be encouraged
therefore. And thank you, too,
for your loving service.

In What Does Life Consist?
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Dear Radio Friends,

Introduction

Thanksgiving is not only
for a farming community.
Originally,itistrue, thisholiday
was established in order to give
thanks for the harvest. Itisstill
that idea behind the thanks we
give at this time of year. We are
reminded that the harvest is
given us from God’s hand. And
just as we pray for a bountiful
harvest in the spring, now we
give thanks for that harvest.
That many in our day are no
longer farmers does not mean
that Thanksgiving Day is null
and void—without meaning for
us unless we have something to
do with agriculture.

On the contrary, we are
reminded in this day to give
thanks for all things we receive
from God’s hand. Thanks for
salvation and the gifts of the
Spirit, yes—but thanks too for
all things earthly that the Lord
has givenus. Andinthe giving of
thatthanksweare alsoreminded
that the things we have received
from God’s bountiful hand are
not an end in themselves. We
need to be reminded that the
things of this present world are
notin what life consists. He that

lays up treasure for himself on
earth does not understand in
what life consists. This is the
instruction of our Savior in Luke
12:13-21, the passage we are go-
ing to consider today in light of
the Thanksgiving Day holiday.
Thatinstructionreads: “And one
of the company said unto him,
Master, speak to my brother,
that he divide the inheritance
with me. And he said unto him,
Man, who made me a judge or a
divider over you? And he said
unto them, Take heed, and
beware of covetousness: for a
man's life consisteth not in the
abundance of the things which
he possesseth. And he spake a
parable unto them, saying, The
ground of a certain rich man
brought forth plentifully: And
he thought within himself, say-
ing, What shall I do, because I
have no room where to bestow
my fruits? And he said, This
will T do: T will pull down my
barns, and build greater; and
there will I bestow all my fruits
and my goods. And I will say to
my soul, Soul, thou hast much
goods laid up for many years;
take thine ease, eat, drink, and
be merry. But God said unto
him, Thou fool, this night thy



