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How I Love Thy Law
Rev. Rodney Kleyn

Dear radio friends,

t 1s a privilege and delight

for me to be back on the air
for several months. It is my
prayer with you that the radio
messages that I bring will be
a blessing to you and that God
will use these broadcasts for
the spread of the gospel and of
truth; that they will be used for
the gathering of His church; and
that they ultimately will bring
glory to His name.

It is my plan in the coming
weeks to bring a series of mes-
sages on the law of God, that is,
on the Ten Commandments. I
believe this is a relevant topic,
especially in our day, not only
because of the immorality in
our society, but also because
the law of God is neglected and
misunderstood in the church
and among Christians.

I want tobegin today not by
looking at the law itself (next
week we will begin with the first
commandments), but I want to
look at what the psalmist says
aboutthelawin Psalm 119:97ff.
Iwanttoread this entire section
ofthe Psalm, verses 97-104. The
psalmist says:

O how love I thy law! it is
my meditation all the day.

Thou through thy command-
ments hast made me wiser
than mine enemies: for they
are ever with me.

I have more understanding
than all my teachers: for thy
testimonies are my medita-
tion.

Tunderstand more than the
ancients, because I keep thy
precepts.

I have refrained my feet
from every evil way, that I
might keep thy word.

I have not departed from
thy judgments: for thou hast
taught me.

How sweet are thy words
unto my taste! yea, sweeter
than honey to my mouth!

Through thy precepts I get
understanding: therefore I
hate every false way.

Before we explain these
words, let us have a word of
prayer.

Father in heaven, we pray
that Thou wilt open our eyes to
understand wondrous things
out of Thy law, out of Thy Word;
that our ears may hear and our
hearts may receive Thy Word
today. We pray it for Jesus’
sake, Amen.

Psalm 119 is the longest
chapter in the Bible and the
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most beautiful of all of the
Psalms. It is the Bible’s com-
mentary on itself and describes
the beauty and treasure of God’s
Word. It was very likely written
by David when he was a young
man. In verse 9 he asks this
very important and profound
question: “Wherewithal shall
a young man cleanse his way?”
And he answers: “By taking
heed thereto according to thy
word.” In that verse we un-
derstand why this psalm was
written—as an explanation of
God’s Word.

The psalm is an elaborate
acrostic poem—twenty-two
sections, corresponding to the
twenty-two letters of the He-
brew alphabet. Each section
has eight verses, all of which
begin with the same letter of
the alphabet. This shows us
that every detail of God’s Word
is carefully worked out—every
jot and tittle, every minute part
of it is inspired by God.

The theme of this psalm is
the Word of God, and every verse
in this psalm, with the excep-
tion of one, mentions the Word
of God. So the psalm says one
hundred and seventy-five differ-
ent things about God’s Word.

The psalm uses many syn-
onyms to describe the Word of
God. These are some of them:
the word, the law, God’s decree,
commandments, testimonies,
ordinances, precepts, judg-
ments, paths, name, and so on.

Each of them gives a unique
perspective on the Word of God.

In the text that we consider
today, the psalmist exclaims, “O
how love I thy law!” What he
loves here is the law. We can
understand that more broadly to
refer to the books of Moses, the
Torah, the first five books of the
Bible, or to refer to the different
kinds oflaw and commandments
that God had given toIsrael: the
moral law, the civil law, and the
ceremonial law. But it also has
application specifically to the
law of the Ten Commandments.
We want to think especially
about that today.

He calls this law “thy law,”
that is, God’s law. This means
that the law comes from God.
We remember that in the book
of Exodus, when God came down
on the mountain, He thundered
the law from the mountain and
the people did not want to hear
the voice of God because it was
so dreadful. God wrote this
law with His own finger in two
tables of stone as a permanent
statute. Sothe psalmist saysin
verse 102, “thou hastaught me,”
that is, God Himself teaches in
the law. That is important to
remember as we come to the
commandments: God Himself
speaksandteachesfromthelaw.

Calling the Ten Command-
ments the law of God also
reminds us that the law is a
revelation of God Himself. The
Ten Commandments do this.
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Him, to believe on Him and to
believe on Jesus Christ His Son
and to trust Him. Psalm 9:10
putsit this way: “And they that
know thy name will put their
trustinthee.” The primary way
for us to reverence the name of
God is to believe in His revela-
tion of Himself, in the Scriptures
and in His Son Jesus Christ.
We do not say, “Well, we can’t
know God,” but we look at His
revelation and we confess His
name.

That is another important
way that we use God’sname. We
confess His name. We confess
His name as it is revealed in
Scripture. We confess it with
care. In Psalm 39:1 the psalm-
ist talks about the care that he
wants to use as he confesses
God’sname. Hesays, “Iwill take
heed to my ways, that I sin not
with my tongue: I will keep my
mouth with a bridle, while the
wicked is before me.” He means
this, that he does not want to
misspeak, he does not want to
speakincorrectly regarding God
as he confesses God’s name,
speaks of God’s name to others.
He wants to be very careful.

Still one more way in which
we use God’s nameis by worship.
With that, too, we must be very
careful, as we saw in the previ-
ous commandment, that our
worship be in truth. It must be
according to God’s Word. So, in
Ecclesiastes 5, Solomon says,

“Be not rash with thy mouth,
and let not thine heart be hasty
to utter any thing before God.
For God is in heaven and thou
onearth: thereforelet thy words
be few.”

So, with this command-
ment, we see that God has
spoken to us. He has revealed
His name. He has given us to
know His name personally and
He has given us the ability to
know His name in our salvation
by His Spirit and in His Son
Jesus Christ. And He says, “My
name is holy, so use my name
with reverence.” How seriously
doyoutake thiscommandment?
How seriously should we not
take this commandment?

May God give us a desire to
honor and reverence His name
as we see it as holy.

Let us pray.

Father, we thank Thee
for the revelation of Thy name
in Jesus Christ Thy Son, and
that we can know it, that we
can know Him, and that Thou
hast given us the ability to be
able to see and understand the
things that natural man could
otherwise not receive. Help us,
Lord, to reverence Thy name in
all of our life, in our knowledge,
in our confession, and in our
worship. We pray it for Jesus’
sake, Amen.
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represents who He is, so we also
should be jealous of His name.

Yet, we mustusethenameof
God. Some, understanding the
seriousness

God’s name; that we learn the-
ology; that we learn truth; that
we are careful as we study the
Scriptures; that we put a pre-
mium on knowing God from the

of this com- Go Lis iealous Qf Ifis name Scriptures.
mandment ,] ‘ Jesus says
would no‘; because it represents who He is, “This is
use God’s so we also should be jealous hf? ether-
name. Of}[is name. nal, t. at
The Jews they might
for man;i know thee,

the only

years, would not use the per-
sonal name of God: Jehovah. So
they referred to Him as Adoni,
even when the name Yawah is
used in the Scriptures. Today,
something that is similar to
this is those who refuse to use
the name of God to swear in an
important civil ceremony—to
take an oath of marriage or a
vow to tell the truth before a
justice. But we must use the
name of God. We may and we
must. Psalm 99:3 says this:
“Let them praise thy great and
terrible name; for it is holy.”
God’s nameis holy. God’s name
is great. God’s name is terrible,
andtheresponseisthis, that we
use it in praise. We praise God
in His name. We do not refuse
to use the name of God but we
use it appropriately.

So, how do we appropri-
ately use God’sname, take God’s
name? We do it in these four
ways.

First, by knowing Hisname,

by searching out from Scripture
the revelation of the truth of

true God and Jesus Christ, thy
Son.” This has to do not with
just the knowledge of God from
Scripture, though. It has to do
with the knowledge of God in ev-
ery area of creation, because, as
we said, all of God’s self-revela-
tion, all revelation, is associated
with the name of God. So, this
means that, as we search out
the rest of creation—all other
subject areas—we do that in
light of God’s special revelation
in the Scriptures. We take care
that, as we learn science, as we
learn math, as we use medicine,
it is regulated by God’s revela-
tion in the Scriptures.

And, this means, too, that
education and learning are im-
portant in themselves, so long
as we come to them from God’s
Word. We should never think
of learning as just learning for
learning’s sake, but as learning
because this is God’s world in
which we live.

Second, to use God’s name
appropriately means to believe
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They not only tell us what we
must be, but they show to us
something of the holiness and
the character of God. Through
the law we come to know God
Himself. There is nothing more
important for us than this: to
know God.

Because thelaw comes from
God, thelaw comes with author-
ity and the law comes without
error. That is true of all the
Scriptures, but especially now of
the Ten Commandments. Con-
cerning this law, the psalmist
expresses a deep and a sincere
love: “O how love I thy law!” A
great exclamation. Thisisnotan
isolated statementin the psalm.
There are at least six or seven
different places in the psalm
that the psalmist speaks of this
love. Iwillreadjust afew verses.
Verses 162-165: “Irejoice at thy
word, as one that findeth great
spoil. Thate and abhor lying: but
thy law do I love. Seven times

Word of God, that is not love.
Love is a commitment, and love
isaction. Think about marriage
love. It is a commitment to
spouse principled on one’s love
for God, which shows itself in
action, in serving, in selfless-
ness, in forgiveness. A love for
God’s Word is the same. It is
a commitment to God’s Word
that shows itself to be sincere
in action.

In this section, the psalmist
shows the sincerity of his love for
God’s Word in several ways. At
the end of verse 97 he says: “itis
my meditation all the day.” He
means that the law of God fills
his mind, that he cannot think
about anything else. It is not
just a matter of feeling, but he
thinks through the law of God.
He thinks through the Word of
God, not just on one day a week,
perhaps Sunday, but every day.
Thelaw of Godisin his mind, the
law of God controls his thinking

a day do and con-
ih praése If you love the law of God, tmli. His

ee be- . : emotions.
cause of || youwill meditate on the law of God. || @ iio
thy righ- are fickle.

teous judgments. Great peace
have they which love thy law.”
The whole psalm is really an
expression of the believer’s love
for the Word and the law of God.

The idea of love in the Bible
is much more than a feeling and
much more than words. If all
we had is a good feeling about
the law of God and about the

They are easily fed. They change
easily. Butthe mindissolid and
the mind is stable, harder to
teach but almost impossible to
unteach. The psalmist says he
“meditates on the law of God.”
If you love the law of God, you
will meditate on the law of God.

The psalmist also shows the
sincerity of his love for God’s
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law here when, in verse 103, he
expresses his deep satisfaction
in the law of God. “How sweet
are thy words unto my taste!
yea, sweeter than honey to my
mouth!” He does not think of the
commandments and the Word
of God as something like bad
medicine that tastes horrible
and does awful things to your
body, but in the end has a good
result. The Word and the law
of God are not like that. To the
believer they are sweet to the
taste. On entrance, they are
sweeter than honey, sweeter
than every earthly pleasure.
Job says, “I have esteemed
the words of thy mouth more
than my necessary food.” The
spiritual food is more important
than any physical food. Now we
know that that is not true for
all, but this is the result of the
regenerating work of the Spirit
who gives us a taste and the
desire for the Word of God.

The psalmist also shows
that his love for the Word of God
is genuine in his walk. This is
not just a matter of words or a
feeling, but of his life. So the
psalmist saysinverses 101, 102:
“I have refrained my feet from
every evil way, that I might keep
thy word. I have not departed
from thy judgments.” One of the
main ways that we show our love
for God and our love for the Word
of God is by obedience to that
Word. Jesus says in John 14,
“He that loveth me not keepeth
not my sayings.” And again, “If

ye love me, keep my command-
ments.” This is expressed in
I John 2 quite strongly when
John says, “Whoso keepeth his
word, in him, verily, is the love
of God perfected. Hereby know
we that we are in him.” Again,
in I John 5, “By this we know
that we love the children of God
when we love God and keep his
commandments. For thisisthe
love of God, that we keep his
commandments.” A life that is
directed by love for God is not a
life that finds the Word of God
to be grievous and heavy, but
rather loves to walk in obedi-
ence to God’s commandments
and finds this to be the way of
communion and of fellowship
with God Himself.

There is one more proof
of the psalmist’s love here for
God, and that is in verse 104
when he says, “I hate every false
way.” He means by this that he
hates sin. Every false way is
every evil way, every way that
is contrary to the Word of God,
every doctrine and teaching
that disagrees with the truth
of God’s Word, every choice and
action and Word that is against
the commandments of God.
The psalmist is saying that, as
he draws his conviction from
the law of God, he is sensitive
to sin and it stirs up in him a
reaction against sin. The more
he loves God’s law, the more
he meditates on God’s law; the
more he learns God’s law, the
more he hates what is against
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that Heisnot. God hasrevealed
Himself in Scripture, and false
teaching misrepresents the God
of the Scriptures. This tells us
how importantitisto know God

as He has revealed Himself in
truth in His Word.

Still another way and prob-
ably the most common way that
God’s name is used in vain is by
unbelief. To say something dif-
ferent aboutJesus Christthanis
true of Him in the Scriptures is
to take the name of God in vain.
John talks about this in I John
4:2, 3 when he says, “Hereby
know ye the Spirit of God: Ev-
ery spirit that confesseth that
Jesus Christ is come in the
flesh is of God: and every spirit
that confesseth not that Jesus
Christis come in the flesh is not
of God: and this is the spirit of
antichrist.” Soto say something
different about Jesus Christ
than is true of Him, to refuse
to believe on Jesus Christ, is to
take the name of Jesus Christin
vain. Itisthe spirit of Antichrist.
Now the spirit of Antichrist is
a spirit of blasphemy, because
the Antichrist comes and speaks
blasphemy against the name of
Jesus Christ.

Perhaps the most common
way that believers take the
name of God in vain and treat it
lightly is by hypocritical living.
When God saves us, He puts
His name on us, He calls us by
His name. We bear the name of
God. Yet, when we go out and

live in the world by speaking
and doing and even by thinking
things and desiring things that
are against the name and the
revelation of God, then we who
bear God’s name, say something
different about the name of God
than is true. Then God’s name
is often used as a cloak for our
sins and a justification for our
sinfulliving. We are Christians.

It is important for us to
think about these things. God’s
name is holy. The command-
ment itself brings home to us
the seriousness of this com-
mandment: the Lord will not
hold him guiltless that taketh
His name in vain. In the Old
Testament, the punishment for
openlyblaspheming the name of
God was that one was stoned to
death. Leviticus 5 saysthateven
one who heard another take the
name of God in vain with blas-
phemy and did nothing about it,
did not report it, that one would
bear his own sin. This means
that the sin of blasphemy or the
sin of taking God’s name in vain
is a sin worthy of discipline in
the church, worthy of one be-
ing excommunicated from the
church of God. It is taking the
holy things of God and making
them common, treating them
as nothing. Perhaps we think
of other sins as the worst sins
that could be committed—scan-
dals, or sins that are committed
againstus. But, howjealousare
we for the name of God? God is
jealous of His name because it
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different ways in which we can
take God’s name in vain. The
most obvious way is to cut down
God’sname. God’snameishigh.
To curse God’s name, to use
God’s name flippantly, to delib-
erately blas-
phemeinthe
name of God
is to take
His name in
vain. You
remember
Job’s wife,
who said to
him, “Curse God and die.” That
is, speak against God, speak
as though there is no God, and
then diein defiance against God.
Certainly we see this misuse of
God’snameinthe world and the
society in which we live.

Another way that God’s
name is used in vain, though,
is to use it carelessly, to use
expletives, exclamations that
include the name of God or a
softened form of the name of
God. So, somebody, instead of
saying, “O my God,” will say, “O
my gosh,” or instead of saying
“Jesus,” will say, “Geez.” They
are calling on the name of God
in a rather flippant way.

We might also be guilty of
using God’s name in vain even
in vain repetitions of the name
of God in our prayers without
thinking, without thinking of
the name of God that we bring to
our lips. So, we constantly say,
“Lord,” or “my Father,” when it

70 take the name of God in vain
is to use it as though
it means nothing,
to use it without thought,
to drain it of all its meaning.

would be better for us to think
specifically of a revelation of
God’s name that suits the peti-
tion that we make. If we ask
God to do something, we would
pray to the Almighty One. If
we ask God
to show us
His love
and care,
we would
pray to our
Father. If
we want
God to de-
liver us from the power of some
sin, we might pray to our Savior
and use God’s name more ap-
propriately in our prayers that
way.

Still another way that we
might use the name of God in
vain is to allow others to treat
the name of God with disrespect.
Just think of how quickly we
would risein defense of the name
and the flag of our country. Or,
just think of if you heard some-
body using your own name or
speakingill of your wife or one of
your children—how quickly you
would rise up in defense of that
person and that person’s name
and reputation. But how often
do we speak out for the defense
of God’s name when we hear it
misused?

Perhaps the worst way that
one could misuse the name of
Godisto misrepresent the name
of God by false teaching, by here-
sy—tosay that Godis something
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God’s law because, as he learns
God’slaw, he learns the mind of
God Himself, which is opposed
to all wickedness.

Do you love the law of God
as the psalmist did? This is a
personal expression: how I love
Thy law. If you love God, you
will truly love His law. Every
believer will say with the psalm-
ist, “How love I thy law.” We
cannot be lukewarm to the law
and the Word of God. If you are
lukewarm towards the Word of
God and the law of God, you are
lukewarm in your love towards
God.

In this section of the psalm,
the psalmist also explains to us
why he loves the law of God.
He gives us here at least two
reasons.

First, helovesthelaw of God
because it gives him wisdom.
He says that through God’s
commandmentsheis wiser than
his enemies. He says he has
more understanding than his
teachers, for God’s testimonies
are his meditation. He says
he understands more than the
ancients because he keeps God’s
precepts. The enemies are those
who are opposed to him because
he loves the Word of God, be-
cause he stands by the Word
of God. There are people who
oppose the truth of God’s Word
and will become the enemies
of God’s people who love God’s
Word.

The psalmist speaks of

teachers. We should think of
those who are experts in knowl-
edge: professors, educated
people. The psalmist says he
knows more than the ancients.
By thishe meansnot able people
of history whose ideas have car-
ried through into the current
world. He says, because I have
the law of God in my heart and
meditate on it, I am wiser than
all of these. Now, we have to
understand here that he is
talking about people who are
worldly wise—the teachers and
the ancients—people who are
marveled at for their skill and
knowledge, people who do not
have the Word of God in their
minds and whose wisdom is only
worldly, people who are really
fools who say in their heart,
“There is no God.” What he is
saying is not that he has more
knowledge in his head or more
understanding even of science
and how things work in this
world, a book knowledge. But
he is saying that he, as one
who has the law of God, has an
understanding and an insight
into life that goes way beyond
the understanding of the natu-
ral man. That is because, with
the law of God in his mind,
everything in life is put into its
eternal perspective. Heissaying
that he can look at the realities
of life, the issues that face us in
this world, the dilemmas that
man faces, with the Word of
God, and he can understand all
these thingsbetter than anyone
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in the world because the law of
God brings us to God. It reveals
God to us and it brings us be-
fore God. That is a marvelous
thing. It puts everything into
an eternal perspective.

You watch the evening
news, you read the Press, you
go to college and you hear about
politics and history and social
issues. As a believer who has
internalized the Word of God by
faith, you can understand these
thingsinlight of God and things
eternal. Thisis what the psalm-
istmeans. Thisbringsthe whole
world before God and puts ev-
erythingintoits eternal perspec-
tive. That is why he loves the
law of God. Hereisthereason to

There are two ways for a
person towalk through life. One
way 1s the broad way of sin and
pleasure that leads to eternal
death and hell. The other way
is the narrow way of obedience
that leads to life. The psalm-
ist is saying not only that he
desires to walk on that narrow
way, but that he does walk on
it. “I'have not departed from thy
judgments” (v. 102). How does
he do that? Very often when a
person deviates from the way of
obedience, when he fallsinto sin,
he says something like this: “I
couldn’thelpit. Ididn’thavethe
power to stop myself from sin-
ning.” That is right. We do not
have the power. We cannot help

love God’s wrselvgs.
command- Here is the reason Chfl:;so:ﬁ
ments: to love God’s commandments: sin. But
they give ; . .

: they give us wisdom beyond here is the
us wisdom ] -
beyond the understanding of man. psalmist’s

answer
the under- L
standing of here is
man what gives the power to resist

The second reason that the
psalmist gives is here in verses
101 and 102, where he speaks
of refraining his feet from every
evil way and not departing from
God’s judgments. He says the
reason for this is that God has
taught him. He means that
God’s teaching through the law
restrains him from sin. It hasa
sanctifying power in his life. It
guides him in the way of obedi-
ence.

and toovercome sin: thelaw, the
commandments of God. Back
to verse 9: “Wherewithal shall
a young man cleanse his way?”
How does a person young or old
keephislifeholy? Inverse 11the
psalmist answers it: “Thy word
have I hid in mine heart, that
I might not sin against thee.”
The psalmist, because he loves
the Word of God and loves the
commandments of God, medi-
tates on them. This keeps him
from sin. As he treasures the

A Name to be Reverenced

27

of the questions that Moses asks
God in his reluctance is: “What
will I tell the people whenIcome
to them and they say unto me,
‘What is Hisname? What shall
I'sayuntothem?” Then we read
in Exodus 3:14 that God said to
Moses: “I AM THAT I AM: and
he said, Thus shalt thou say unto
the children of Israel, I AM hath
sent me unto you.” This is the
personal name of God. It refers
to God’s self-existence. It refers
to the fact that God has always
existed, that He 1s the eternal
God, that He is not dependent
on anyone else. It refers to the
fact that God is immutable, the
unchanging God. It referstothe
fact that God is faithful in His
immutability to His promises
that He makes towards His
people. So God tells Moses when
Heisabouttodeliver Israel from
Egypt: “Thisis my name. I am
the faithful, unchanging, immu-
table, eternal, covenant-keeping
God.” He reveals that name to
His people in the bondage of
Egypt. That is marvelous. It
is a revelation of the character
of God in connection with the
salvation of His people.

When we come to the New
Testament, we see this name, I
AM (which, in the Hebrews also
takes the form, Jehovah, which
we, in our English translations
often have as the word LORD in
capital letters), in the name of
the Savior. In Matthew 1:18 ff.
Josephistoldinadreamthathe
should call the son that is born

“Jesus: for he shall save his
people from their sins.” When
the angel describes the meaning
of the name Jesus, he focuses on
the second part of that name:
Je-sus. Thatrefersto Him asthe
Savior. But the first part of that
name, Je, is the name Jehovah,
or the name I AM. Sothe name
of the Savioris: Jehovah Saves.
This is the name of God, the
personal name of God, and He
givesitto His Son, Jesus Christ.
So we see in Jesus Christ the
revelation of the name of God,
and particularly of God as a
saving God to His people.

Another way that we see
that the name of God is won-
derful is by looking at the
Scriptures as the name of God.
The psalmist says that God has
magnified His Word, that is, the
Scriptures, above all His name.
That is, the Scriptures are the
central revelation of the name
of God. After God Himself and
Jesus Christ His Son, thisis the
revelation of God. Here is the
name of God. We find it in the
Scriptures. In the Scriptures
God condescends, God reveals
Himself to us in His wonderful
name.

The third commandment
forbids taking the name of God
invain. Totake the name of God
in vain is to use it as though it
means nothing, touse it without
thought, to drain it of all its
meaning. Because God’s name
is Hisrevelation, there are many
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Psalm 8 puts it this way: “O
Lorp our Lord, how excellent
is thy name in all the earth!”
All the creatures that God has
created, thisentire universe, all
of God’s works in time, God’s
providential ruling over all
things, these all call us to see
the name of God, the God who
has revealed Himself. So God’s
name is something with which
every human interactson adaily
basis.

The name of God is wonder-
ful, it is wonderful in itself. We
seethat that name is wonderful
when we think of the way it
was revealed, for example, to
Moses, or in that prophecy we
justreferred toinIsaiah 9. Even
in creation: “How excellent is
thy name in all the earth!” The
name of God itself—His names,
His attributes, all His revela-
tion shows us something of the
wonder of God’s name.

But, as God’s people in the
world, we find God’s name to be
especially won-

derful because || ...as God’s people in the world,

says that man, by his wisdom,
knew not God, and by all his
searching, he could not find out
God. The natural man, he says,
receives not the things of God.
The wonder of God’s nameis that
He has told it to us, that He has
revealed it to us. Think about
this with your own name. You
donotjust share your own name
and your identity with anyone.
We live in a day and age when
we want to protect our identity
from being stolen. This is true
even in interpersonal connec-
tions. You do not just walk up
to and introduce yourselfto just
anyone. But you want to have a
relationship of trust before you
reveal that name to someone.
You get closer, and then you tell
them your personal name.

So, the revelation of the
name of God to us His people
is an evidence of God’s friend-
ship, God’s covenant, God’s love
towards His people. We see this
especially in Exodus 3, where
God reveals
His per-
sonal name

we know that we find God’s name to be to Moses as

name. It is not .

only a name of especially wonderful the name

majesty and a because we Rnow that name. that Mo.ses
shouldbring

revelation ofthe

terror of God,

but it 1s a name we come to
know personally and know in
love. Thisisremarkablebecause
we could not know the name of
God. Job says: “Canst thou by
searching find out God?” In I
Corinthians the apostle Paul

to Israel.
This is revealed in connection
with God remembering His
covenant promises to deliver
Israel from theland of Egypt. In
Exodus 3 God calls Moses to go
and lead Israel out of the land of
Egypt. Moses is reluctant. One

How I Love Thy Law

Word of God in his heart, as he
internalizes it, possesses it, has
itever with him, thereis a power
that God uses by His Spirit in
the heart of the believer to give
him grace and strength to resist
sin and to fight temptation.

We know the stories of
Jesus’ temptations. He was
hungry and He said, “It is writ-
ten, Man shall not live by bread
alone.” He was tempted to fall
down and worship Satan. He
said, “It is written: Thou shalt
worship the Lord thy God and
him only shalt thou serve.” He
was tempted to throw Himself
down from the temple and the
devil encouraged him: “He’ll
give his angels charge over
thee.” And He answers with the
Word of God
again: “It is
written, Thou
shalt not tempt
the Lord thy
God.” Itis writ-
ten, it is written, it is written.
Because He had studied, medi-
tated on, knew and treasured
the Word of God, He had the
power toresist temptation. This
is the way to answer the devil
and to answer evil and sin. Is
that your experience, that the
Word of God keeps you from
trouble, that it restrains you?
How I love Thy law! It is my
meditation all the day!

That does not mean there
arenot going tobe times of temp-
tation in our life when Satan

God’s law is the guide
that keeps me on the is saying: “I
straight and narrow.

will fight against us. In fact,
the more we arein the Word, the
more valiant Satan’s attacks on
us will be. But the law of God
in my heart restrains me from
sin. It keeps my feet from go-
ing where they should not go.
It keeps my eyes from looking
at what they should not see. It
keeps my hands from doing what
they should not do, my mouth
from saying what it should not
say, my ears from hearing what
they should not hear. God’s
law is the guide that keeps me
on the straight and narrow. It
is a powerful tool that God has
given to direct me in a way of
love and obedience.

Do you see here a great
reason to love the law of God?
That is what
the psalmist

love thy law,
O Lord. It re-
strains my feet
from every evil way.”

Thereisone more great rea-
son in this psalm to love the law
of God. It comes out especially
in the very last verse of Psalm
119, verse 176. Ifind thistobea
very striking way for the psalm-
ist to end this psalm in which
he expresses his love for God’s
Word. He says: “I have gone
astray like a lost sheep; seek
thy servant; for I do not forget
thy commandments.” What is
he saying? He is saying that
the law of God leads him to see
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his need of the Shepherd. Like
a sheep, he has gone astray. As
we stand before the command-
ments of the law of God, this
is what we see. Over and over
we see our disobedience; we
see our sinfulness. We say, “I
cannot keep the law of God. It’s
requirements are too difficult.
It demands love; it demands
a heart and attitude towards
God and the neighbor, a heart
and attitude of love. And these
are beyond me. And here is the
humble approach towards the
law of God: I do not keep Thy
commandments; I have gone
astray like a lost sheep. Lord,
seek me.

We always need the Shep-
herd, and the Word of God leads
ustoHim. The
law leads us

five things: something about
God and His glory and majesty;
something about ourselves and
our sin and sinfulness; Jesus
Christ as the answer in the
gospel toour great need; who we
are as a result of grace—what
God makes us to be; and then,
the way of thankful obedience.

As we think about those
things and the revelation of
those things to us in the com-
mandments, wesay: “Ohow love
I thy law! It is my meditation,
all the day.”

Let us pray.

Father, we thank Thee for
Thy law. We love Thy law be-
cause we love Thee. Welove Thy

law because it

P We always need brings us to
o Him. It re- Thee. We love
veals to us our the Sﬁep herd, Thy law b‘(;_
sinfulness. At and the Word of God cause it shows
the end of the leads us to Him. us our need of

psalm, all the

psalmist can

say is: “I'm a sinner.” The law
is, as Paul says, a schoolmaster
tolead usto Christ. What a great
reasontolovethelaw of God. As
we look at the Ten Command-
ments, I expect that we will see
ineachoneofthem atleastthese

the Shepherd,
Jesus Christ. We pray that as
we study the commandments
in the coming weeks, they will
give us life. The entrance of Thy
Word, we know, gives life. We
pray this for Jesus’ sake, Amen.
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names of Eve, “the mother of all
the living,” and of Sarah, who
was a princess in Israel.

God’snames allhave mean-
ing, but they mean so much more
than ournames. Ournames are
really simply tags. Perhapsthey
come to mean something after
we identify them over a period
of time with a person, but God’s
names describe God’s own char-
acter perfectly. Yet, they cannot
do this completely because God
is infinite. So, God receives
many name in Scripture. We
can think of a few: Lord, God,
Jehovah, El-Shadai, the God of
Hosts, and many more. Besides
the names of God in Scripture,
we also find the attributes of
God, or the descriptions of the
being of God, which are also a
revelation of the name of God.
For example, in Exodus 34:5, 6
we read this, that when Moses
desired to see God, “the Lorp de-
scended in the cloud, and stood
with him there, and proclaimed
the name of the Lorp. And the
Lorp passed by before him, and
proclaimed, The Lorp, The Lorp
God, merciful and gracious,
longsuffering, and abundant
in goodness and truth,” char-
acteristics of God—that He is
gracious and longsuffering and
merciful and so on, we call His
attributes. These, too, are part
of the name of God.

Further, since Jesus Christ
is God and shares the names of
God Himself, Hisnames are also

the name of God. For example,
Isaiah 9:6—“Unto us a child is
born, untous a sonis given: and
the government shall be upon
hisshoulder: and hisname shall
becalled Wonderful, Counsellor,
The mighty God, The everlast-
ing Father, The Prince of Peace.”
God’s own names are given to
Jesus Christ. So Jesus says, in
John 17:6 and 26, that He had
come to reveal the name of God.
“I have manifested thy name
unto the men which thou gavest
me out of the world.”

When we think of “Jesus”
as the name of God, and the
names of Jesus as the names
of God, we see that all of God’s
revelation of Himself is really
Hisname. God’s self-revelation
is His name. In John 1:18 we
read that “No man hath seen
God at ay time; the only begotten
Son, whichisinthebosom ofthe
Father, he hath declared him.”
So, Jesus Christ, who is the
name of God, and who bears the
names of God, reveals to us and
declares to us who God Himself
1s. So, earlier,indohn 1:14, John
writes of Jesus Christ “(and we
beheld his glory, the glory as of
the only begotten of the Father,)
full of grace and truth.” God’s
name is His revelation in His
Son Jesus Christ.

This helps us to see that
all of God’s self-revelation is
His name. Even God’s general
revelation in the creation is as-
sociated with the name of God.



24

Reformed Witness Hour

February 26, 2017
No. 3869

THE REFORMED WITNESS HOUR

A Name to Be Reverenced
Rev. Rodney Kleyn

Dear Radio Friends,

We began a series of mes-
sages several weeks ago
on the Ten Commandments of
the law of God as we find them
in Exodus 20. We have looked
at the first and the second
commandments, and today, in
Exodus 20:7, we will look at the
third commandment. It reads
this way: “Thou shalt not take
the name of the Lorbp thy God
in vain; for the Lorp will not
hold him guiltless that taketh
his name in vain.”

Aswehavealready seen, be-
hind each of the commandments
there is a principle or a truth
regarding God. Inthe first com-
mandment, God teaches us that
He is the only God, and so He
demands exclusive worship. In
the second commandment, God
teaches us that He is a Spirit,
and so He must be worshiped
in spirit and in truth. In this
third commandment, we learn
that God’s name is holy and so
must be reverenced by us. That
it is holy means that it is set
apart, that it is consecrated for
holy use. This is because God
Himself is holy. As the jealous
God (the second commandment:
“I'the Lord thy God am a jealous
God”), God is jealous that His

name be used with holiness and
reverence.

In the beginning God cre-
ated man to know Him and to
cherish His name in his heart,
tolove God, to treat God’s name
and God’srevelation with rever-
ence. But man does not do this.
Thereis nocommandment more
relevant than this one. We see
this not only by looking at the
cursing and swearing that goes
on in the world today, but also
what happens in the church
with God’s revelation. So God
has given us a commandment
regarding His name. Along
with that, Jesus also teaches
us to pray and to make this
our prayer: “Hallowed be Thy
name.”

The name of God refers
to His person or character. It
was very common in the Old
Testament to give names with
meaning. So Moses received
the name he did because he was
“drawn out of the water.” Elijah
means “My GodisJehovah,” and
it describes the entire ministry
of Elijjah and the battle with
Baal over who was God. Elisha:
“My God is Savior”; Joshua:
“Jehovah saves.” Then you have
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No Other Gods
Rev. Rodney Kleyn

Dear Radio Friends,

Last week I introduced a study
A aon the Ten Commandments
by looking with you at the
words of David in Psalm 119:
“O how love I thy law.” Every
true believer says these words
with David. As Christians we
do not see the law of God in the
Ten Commandments as a list of
pleasures that God withholds
from us, but the law itselfis our
delight. We love the law of God.

The reasons for this love
are, first, that the law shows
us something of the perfection
and the character of God Him-
self. The law is a reflection of
Hisrighteousness and holiness.
Because we love God, we love to
be like God, and so we love His
law.

Another reason that we
love the law is that God has
written the law in our hearts.
In our natural and sinful state
we hate God and His law, and
so we delight in disobedience
(Rom. 1:32). But as a result of
the new life of Jesus Christ in
us, we delight in the law of God
after the inward man (Rom.
7:22).

A third reason that we love

the law is that the law is essen-
tial to the gospel. We should
never separate the law of the
Ten Commandments from the
gospel or set it up in contradic-
tion to the gospel. Rather, it is
essential to understanding the
gospel, for it shows us not only
the glory and the beauty and
the character of God in His holi-
ness and righteousness, but also
our sin and our need of Jesus
Christ. It shows us what the
Spirit makes us to be—as new
creatures who are regenerated.
And it shows us how to live in
thankfulness for our salvation
in the gospel.

Aswecometothelaw today
in Exodus 20, we see that it is
introduced with these words:
“T am the Lorp thy God, which
have brought thee out of the
land of Egypt, out of the house
of bondage.” It is important to
see that God gave the law to
Israel on Mount Sinai after He
had redeemed them from the
bondage of Egypt. He is not
giving them the law as the way
of obtaining their redemption
and their salvation by their
righteous works; but having
delivered them, having saved
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them, He shows them the way
of obedient gratitude as His
covenant people. Their obedi-
ence was a response to their
redemption, not the reason for
their redemption.

Similarly, we should never
think that we obey thelaw of God
in order to merit God’s favor.
If that is our thinking, then we
will always remain under the
curse, and salvation becomes
impossible (Gal. 3:10). Rather,
we obey the commandments
out of gratitude to God for our
salvation.

The first of the command-
ments, given in Exodus 20:3, is
worded like this: “Thou shalt
have no other gods before me.”
Coming first, this command-
ment is foundational to the rest
of the law of God. There are
several things that show this.

First, this commandment
teaches us about God. The
knowledge of God is where
everything
else begins.
God is the
origin of all
things in
the creation. “In the beginning
God created the heavens and the
earth.” And the fear of God is
the beginning of all wisdom (Ps.
111:10).

This commandmentis foun-
dational, in the second place,
because in identifying Jehovah
as the only God, it also gives
Him therighttobethe onlylaw-

The knowledge of God
is where everything else begins.

giver, the One who ultimately
determines what is right and
what is wrong. If there were
multiple gods, that would mean
thereisnoultimate standard for
morality.

Third, this commandment
is foundational to the others
because its requirement is re-
ally the basic requirement of the
entirelaw. We could summarize
the first commandment, “Thou
shalt have no other gods before
me,” in these words: “Thou
shalt love God exclusively.” We
recognize that thisisJesus’own
summary of the law when He
says, “Love the Lord your God
with all your heart, mind, soul,
and strength.”

In the fourth place, this
commandment is foundational
tothe othersbecausethe sinthat
itforbids, idolatry, is essentially
the root of all other sin. Adam
and Eve sinned because they
wanted to be like God. That
was 1idola-
try. Covet-
ousness, the
Bible tells
us, 1s idola-
trybecause, as soon as we desire
what God forbids us, we are al-
ready, in effect, denouncing the
true God and His sovereignty in
giving us what we have.

It is important, therefore,
that we understand this com-
mandment correctly and that
we always keep it before our
minds in connection with obe-
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we worship Him. Then we have
seen three main elements of
worship, that the church gath-
ers for prayer, that the church
gathers to give for the causes of
the kingdom and the poor, and
then that the church gathers to
receive from God the preaching
of the gospel and the adminis-
tration of the sacraments—His
grace through these meansthat
He has given to the church.

The second commandment
places before us a motivation
for worshiping God as He
demands. That motivation is
expressedinthe commandment
both negatively and positively.
We sometimes use negative
motivators with our children.
We discipline them when they
do not obey or listen. We have
that herein the commandment.
It is expressed in a threat that
God, whois ajealous God, visits
the iniquity of the fathers upon
the children to the third and
fourth generation of them that
hate Him. The punishment that
God speaks of here is this. In
generations, a church will be
judged that does not worship
Him as He commands. And a
church that does not worship
Him as He commands, it says
here, hates Him. Itis out of love
for God that we worship Him as
He commands. Godisjealous of
His name. God is jealous of the
love of His people. This is God’s
prerogative because He is God
alone who has not only created

but also redeemed His people.

But in this commandment,
the motivationis also expressed
positively. The motivation is
this: That God shows mercy
in generations to thousands of
them that love Him and keep
Hiscommandments. Inthebook
of IIT John, verse 4, we see that
there is no greater joy than to
hear that children, that is, the
churchinhergenerations, walks
in truth. But the way for that
to be preserved in the church is
through worshiping God as He
commands. Where the worship
of God as He has commanded it
is lost, and especially where the
preaching of the gospel is lost,
there the church in her genera-
tions will depart.

So, this is the second com-
mandment for the church:
Worship God as He commands
and He will bless you in your
generations. May God grant
that we, His church left in the
earth today, will obey this com-
mandment.

Let us pray.

Father, we thank Thee that
Thou hast given us the privilege
to worship Thee and that Thou
hast also given us Thy Word
that we follow and worship Thee
according to that Word and in
this way receive blessing in the
church and also in our genera-
tions. Amen.
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ments and to hear the preaching
of the gospel.

Now the preaching of the
gospel and the administration of
the sacraments are primary in
what God demands the church
to do in worship. These are not
our responses in worship, but
these are primary because these
are the ways that God comes
and speaks to us. He speaks to
us in the preaching; He admin-
isters His grace to us through
the sacraments. Our prayer,
our praise, and our giving are
responses in worship to what
God has given to us.

As you look for a church
that faithfully worships God, the
preaching

has slipped into ignorance and
has departed from the Word of
God. Thatisbecausethe preach-
ing has been lost. Preaching is
the tried and true way for the
preservation of the church. It
may seem foolish in the eyes of
man but it is effective to salva-
tion—the power of God unto
salvation.

Above all, this is what we
must find in a church, and this
is what a church must keep to
as she seeks tobe faithful to this
commandment that demands
that we worship God as He
commands. What you look for
in a church is not friendliness
or programs that it might offer

or ways for

of the gos- As you look for a church ZZ?V?;’Q;E
pel should that faithfully worships God, this. con.
be the pri- p i p p -
mary thing the preachuing Oft 35051?3 trally: Is
for which should be the primary thing the goipe;
you search. for which you search. prea Ct h‘?
Romans 10 1n is
church?

says that

faith comes by hearing and
hearing by the Word of God. We
must be impressed with God.
We do not come together in wor-
ship to impress others but to be
impressed with God Himself. In
the Great Commission, Christ
tells the church: This is what
you must do as a church, you
must go and teach all nations,
baptizing them. Sadly today, in
many churches, in modern wor-
ship, the preaching of the gospel
has fallen away and the church

The church that faithfully
preaches the Word of God is a
church that faithfully worships
God according to thiscommand-
ment.

So, we have seen in this
commandment three important
principles for worship. God
demands that we worship Him
corporately; God is a Spirit, so
worship is a spiritual activity;
and God places demands not
only on the fact of worship but
also the form of worship—how
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dience. When God says in this
commandment, “Thou shalt
have no other gods before me,”
He forbids all idolatry. The
sin of idolatry is not simply the
worship of an idol god, but is
the substitution of something
or someone, anything or anyone,
in the place of the true God.
Idolatry takes many forms and
the human heartis alwaysbusy
devising a variety of idols either
as objects of af-

and food preparation. How can
a god, crafted from wood and
stone, be a real deity?

A false god, though, can
be created in many other ways
than just constructing a statue.
Idolatryistheinventionofa god
in the mind. So, thereis mental
idolatry. Atheism and mate-
rialism, which say there is no
personal god and that the only
reality is this material world,

are such men-

fectionorthings || Idolatry takes many forms || tal idols. The
n Vi'élfh Enan and the human heart Bible tells us
wou rust. . . Q1
is always busy devising th?tt this t}? 'ﬁle
In Old Tes- a variety of idols either eprtome ot 101y,
tament times, ] i to say, “There
and still in as objects of affection is no god.” The
many parts of or things in which man fool says in his
the world today, would trust. heart, there is

idolatry came

to expression

in the invention of a deity or
a number of deities and the
representation of that deity
with a statue before which one
would worship. Such a god is
created by the mind of man and
is, therefore, limited by man’s
own limitations. Often such a
god is crafted to suit the moral
and material desires of man. So,
by this, God is brought down to
the level of man.

Scripture points to the
folly, indeed, the lunacy, of such
idolatry when it points out in
Isaiah 44:10ff., that from one
tree a man will craft a god who
isworshiped and then therest of
the tree he will use for firewood

no god. Folly is
toignore reality
to one’s own harm and destruc-
tion. Other mentalidolsinclude
all forms of human philosophy
that attempt to explain this
world apart from the revelation
of God in Scripture. We think of
thingslike Pantheism, Human-
ism, Deism, Daoism, and others.

Two of the most prevalent
forms of idolatry in our day, in
Western culture, are worldli-
ness and modernism. Worldli-
ness sets earthly pleasure and
gain, personal fame, advance-
ment in education, or anything
else in this life as the goal and
the purpose of one’s existence.
Modernism sets man and his
knowledge and discovery above
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God’s revelation in Scripture.
It judges that the Bible is full
of primitive ideas that we have
now outgrown.

Aform ofidolatry that often
comes into the church is false
teaching. All heretical doctrine
that formulates a teaching con-
trary to the teaching of God’s
Word in Scripture is idolatry.
One example of thisisthe teach-
ing that God loves everyone and
that He loves them so much
that there is no such thing as
hell. Such ateaching deniesthe
reality of the justice of God. It
also denies much of the Bible’s
teaching and, in the end, makes
the gospel and the death of Jesus
Christ totally unnecessary. This
is just one small example of a
false teaching, but it shows us
that man today is no different
than the ancient Egyptians or
the ancient Greeks or Canaan-
ites who invented gods after
their own imaginations. A god
who is always and only a loving
god suits the lifestyle and the
desires of the modern man.

Idolatry, though, isnot only
instead of the one true God. It
is also to have an object or idea
alongside of the one true God.
Even when a man attempts to
serve both God and someone or
something else, he is guilty of
idolatry.

This commandment teaches
us that Christianity and the
worship of Jehovah God is an
either/or, not a both/and reli-

gion. dJesus makes this clear
when He says in Matthew 6:24,
“No man can serve two masters;
for either he will hate the one
and love the other; or else he
will hold to the one and despise
the other. Ye cannot serve God
and Mammon.” Jehovah God,
because He is the only God, de-
mands exclusive devotion and
worship. Hehasmadeus, we are
His creatures, and, by virtue of
this, Hehastheright to demand
our worship. For believers, this
is doubly true, for not only has
He made us, but He has also
redeemed us and made us His
own peculiar treasure.

The most common form of
idolatry is to trust in something
created rather than in the
creator. So, money, medicine,
insurance, education, alcohol,
entertainment, sports, or even
my own wits may all be gods
in which I put my trust, when
I ought to be depending on Je-
hovah. Though these are not
true deities, each of them has
the power to enslave my heart
and to steal my allegiance from
God. Does that not make every
one of us guilty of idolatry?

This commandment not
only forbids idolatry, but it also
requires the exclusive worship
of the one true God. To help us
understand this requirement of
worship, I am going to give you
eight different verbs or actions
that I hope are a good summary
of what God requires of us when
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people of God into the presence
of God through congregational
prayer. So, in prayer, the min-
ister brings the needs of the
congregation as a whole into
the presence of God.

Another aspect of our prayer
issong. Perhaps we donot think
of our singing in worship this
way, but singing is an aspect of
prayer. Our songs are prayers
to God. The book of Psalms is
a book of prayers to God. These
we do together, we do this cor-
porately. Colossians 3 speaks
of singing and admonishing
one another with psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs.
These belong to the worship of
God corporately. So the church
together should sing. The sing-
ing of the church should notbe a
performance, but the corporate
lifting of prayer and praise to
God in the songs that God has
given. Thisisthe first element of
worship that we find prescribed
in Scripture: prayer and song.

The second element that
we find prescribed in Scripture
is giving. Paul says in I Corin-
thians 16:2, “On the first day
of the week let every one of you
lay by him in store, as God hath
prospered him, that there be no
gatherings when I come.” Paul
is talking here about the church
gathering together publicly for
worship. Hesaysthat whenthey
gather together for worship,
they should take collections or
gatherings of money. This also

is a part, then, of the churches
corporate worship. There are
two causes, really, basic causes,
that we support through giv-
ing in the church. One is the
work of the church itself, that
is, kingdom work, the work of
the church in the preaching of
the gospel locally and the work
of the church more broadly in
bringing the gospel through
missions and in other ways to
the ends of the earth. But then,
the other cause, the one that
Paul identifies here, is the care
of the needy and poor through
collections. Isthis a part of your
worship in the church? This is
a part of worship that we do not
often think of as worship, but it
is worship, because worship is
a response of praise to God, in
which we give to Him from what
He has given to us.

The third main element of
worship prescribed in Scripture
for the church is the adminis-
tration of the means of grace,
that is, the preaching of the
Word and the sacraments. We
find that the early church, in
the book of Acts, chapter 20,
gathered together to do exactly
this. “Upon the first day of the
week, when the disciples came
together to break bread, Paul
preached untothem” (Acts 20:7).
Notice the two things there.
They came to “break bread,”
that is, to celebrate the Lord’s
Supper. Then “Paul preached
unto them.” They gathered
corporately toreceive the sacra-
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sent God that reaches down to
the level of the people because
worship i1s a difficult thing.
Today you hear something like
this: We are a seeker-sensitive
church, that is, we worship God
accordingtothe will or the desire
of the seeker, those who come in
worship. But this is backward.
Worship is fellowship with God,
yes. But it is not us bringing
God down to our level but it is
God bringing
us up to His
level as God.
He meets with
us in worship,
yes. But we
stand in the
presence of a
holy God, and
He seeks usin
worship, wedo
not seek Him.
Itisby a mira-
cle and a won-
der, through the blood of Jesus
Christ, that we are able to come
into the presence of God, and
He seeks such to worship Him
who worship Him in spirit and
in truth.

So the principle that the
Protestant churches and the
Reformed churches have set
on worship is this from Scrip-
ture, that whatsoever is not
commanded by God in worship
is forbidden. So Reformed
churches, throughout history,
have had a careful liturgy for
their worship—an order in
their worship—and they have

There is no need for us
to become creative as we
come before God in worship.
God has expressly set down
in Scripture how we are
to worship Him,
and we follow that pattern
as a church as we
come before Him in worship.

examined each of the elements
of worship and asked this ques-
tion: Has God commanded this
in Scripture? There is no need
for us to become creative as we
come before God in worship.
God has expressly set down in
Scripture how we are to worship
Him, and we follow that pattern
as a church as we come before
Him in worship.

So, the questionis: Whatare
the biblically
prescribed
elements for
worship? Ba-
sically, there
are three.

The first is
prayer, corpo-
rate prayer.
Prayer is not
only intended
by God for the
individual,
but prayer is intended by God
for the church corporately. So
Jesus teaches us in the Lord’s
Prayer to pray, “Our Father
which art in heaven.” That is
the prayer of the church, that
is the expression of believers
together. So the early church
gathered together for prayer
(Acts 2:42) and prayed for the
Spirit, or prayed for the needs
of God’s people as Peter was
in prison. When we gather for
worship, the minister prays. But
that is not a personal prayer.
It is a representative prayer.
It is the minister bringing the
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He says, “Worship me alone.”
Worship is not limited to what
you do in a church service but
involves your wholelife. So, each
of these actions is worthy of our
consideration and meditation.

First, to worship God is to
know Him, to have a right and
proper knowledge of Him. This
knowledge must come from the
Scriptures. Only in the Scrip-
tures can we know God. God is
not what we feel He is or what
we think He might be. He is
not some abstract unknown
idea. He is not to be discovered
through science or reason. But
to know God is to know Him as
He has revealed Himself in His
Word and by His Son. Do you
know God?

Second, to worship God is
to trust in Him. Perhaps this
is the real test of whether one
worships the true God. From
day to day, are we trusting in
the Lord, or are we leaning on
our own understanding (Prov.
3:5, 6)? What is it that gives
you security as you go through
life? Isit yourself, your friends,
your money, your job, your fam-
ily, your education, your insur-
ance policies, and so on? God
is almighty, He is faithful, He
is true, and He is trustworthy.
He keeps His promises. And He
will never fail His people. So
He calls us to put all our trust
in Him. Do you trust in God?

Third, to worship God is to
submit to Him and to do this

humbly and patiently. This
means not only that we must
obey His commandments, but
especially that we must submit
to the providence of God in our
lives. Life can be difficult, and
God’s people can be put through
some severe trials of persecu-
tion, of grief, of sickness, of
poverty, of anxiety, and so on.
These are real experiences for
God’s people. But God sends
them, and with humility we
recognize that we deserve no
better. With patience, we trust
that God knows what is best for
us. Do you patiently submit to
God?

Fourth, to worship God is
to expect all good things from
Him alone. On what is it that
you pin your hopes? In what do
you find joy and solace in life? In
Philippians 4 the apostle says,
“Rejoice in the Lord alway: and
againIsay, Rejoice.” Our Godis
the God of goodness and bless-
ing, the overflowing fountain of
all good. We must look to Him,
and not to any creature, for true
happiness and fulfillment both
in this life and for the next. Do
you put your hope in God alone?

Inthe fifth place, to worship
God 1s to love Him. Our love
for God should be total—“with
all your heart, mind, soul, and
strength.” Every ounce of your
being, every part of your exis-
tence, must be used to love God.
This love should be willing; it
should be sacrificial; it should be
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dedicated; and it should be ex-
clusive. We must be consumed
with God. Do you love God with
all your being?

In the sixth place, to wor-
ship God is to fear Him. To fear
the Lord is to have a constant
consciousness of who Heis,in all
His heaven-

in total obedience to His will. We
will be careful and we will be me-
ticulous in both our public and
private life not to commit the
least thing that goes against His
commandments. That does not
mean that we are sinless, it does
not mean that we are perfect.
But it does mean that we de-

j sire to be
ly majesty, This love should be willing; overned
and to know . . g
who you it should be sacrificial; in all our
are before it should be dedicated; words
Him. dJohn and it should be exclusive. and ac-

1 i tions and
Calvin said
thoughts

that this is

all that a man needs to really
know: God and himself. The one
who fears the Lord is directed
in every action, thought, and
word by the awareness of God.
Helives before God. Do you fear
the Lord?

In the seventh place, to
worship God is to glorify Him.
To glorify God is to put Him
first, to see that He gets all the
recognition in everything that
we do. We are not here for
ourselves, but God has made
us for Himself. How easily we
forget this and live for our own
reputation or our own pleasure.
But the Scriptures say, “of him,
and through him, and tohim are
all things: to whom be glory for
ever. Amen” (Rom. 11:36). Do
you live for God’s glory?

Then, in the eighth place,
to worship God is to obey Him.
When we acknowledge that Heis
God alone, we will give ourselves

by the knowledge, the reality, of
God. Do you obey God in obedi-
ence to this commandment?

As we conclude this mes-
sage, I call your attention to the
fact that because there is only
one God, there is also only one
Savior. This commandment, in
teachingusthatJehovahis God
alone, brings us toJesus Christ,
the only Savior and demands
that we put our faith and trust
in Him alone for salvation.
Anyone who denies that Jesus
Christis the Savior and the Son
of God does not obey this first
commandment.

The Scriptures tell us that
Godisjealousof His worship. In
Isaiah 42:8, He says, “I am the
Lorp: thatis my name: and my
glory will I not give to another,
neither my praise to graven im-
ages.” Yet, at the same time, the
Bible says of Jesus in Hebrews
1:6 (this is a quote from the Old
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ship—that worship is not some-
thing external, it is not simply
a going through the motions of
external worship, but that wor-
ship is deeply spiritual—it is a
matter of faith. God demands
not just practicing worship,
but He demands a heart. This
brings us back to the basic re-
quirement of the Law and that
is that we love God with all our
heart, mind, soul, and strength.
Thisisimportant for usbecause,
as we think about worship, we
must realize that sometimes
in our worship of God, even as
we gather with the church in
worship or as we think about
God in our own minds, we do
create images of God or we do
not worship God as we should
in a spiritual way. When I say
that we create images of God, I
mean that sometimes our ideas
of God are not correct. For
example, in Isaiah 40, Judah
was saying that God did not
see her affliction. Or she said,
later in the prophecy of Isaiah,
that God’s arm was too short
to reach them in order to save
them. Sometimes we think the
same thing: God does not see
our problems; God does not have
the strength to deliver me from
my sins or my troubles; and we
form an image, in our mind, of
God. Or, we might go simply
through the outward practices of
worship without truly engaging,
in our hearts and in our minds,
with the Word of God, so that
in faith we believe in God and

worship Him. Thatisthe second
principle: God is Spirit, and He
must be worshiped in spirit.

Butindohn4dJesusalsosays
that God must be worshiped in
truth. Thisalso fits with the sec-
ond commandment. Thereason
that we may not worship God
with images is that images are
not true representations of God.
The only way we should worship
God, then,isthe waythat Hehas
commanded us. That is what
Jesus means when He says that
we must worship Him in truth.
Here it is important to see that
Godnot only demands the fact of
worship, that we worship Him,
but God also places demands
on the form of worship, how
we worship Him. Our worship
must reflect the character and
the glory and the majesty of God.
The alternativeis that man wor-
ships God according to his own
will, not according to God’s will.
Then man comes to God with
this kind of an attitude: “Tll
bring to God whatever I think
or whatever I want.” You have
an example of this very early
in Scripture when Cain and
Abel brought their sacrifices to
God. Abel brought what God
had demanded—a sheep—for a
sacrifice. But Cain brought of
the fruit of his own hands and
the work of his own hands. This
kind of worship, will-worship
it is called, has a history in the
church. Rome worships God
with images, and it argues that
the images are a way to repre-
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spiritual. Itis a spiritual activ-
ity. Behind each of the Ten Com-
mandments in the law of God,
there is a principle or a truth
regarding God. The Law is not
only a revela-
tion of what
we should be
or what God
requires of us,
but it is a rev-
elation also of
the character
of God. In
the first com-
mandment, we see that God is
unique, that there is no other
god. Inthe fifth commandment,
wewill see that God is a God who
possesses all authority and that
He demands, in relationships,
that we honor His authority by
honoring those whom He places
over us. In the ninth command-
ment, when God demands that
we tell the truth, we will see
that God is a God of truth, that
God is the standard for what is
true.

In this second command-
ment, we seethat Godis a Spirit.
The reason that we may not
worship God or represent God
by images and that God forbids
such worship is that God is a
Spirit. Jesus expresses this in
the Gospel According to John
4:24 and 25 when He says to
the woman at the well: “God is
Spirit, and they that worship
him must worship him in spirit
andintruth.” When we say that
God is Spirit, we mean, in the

The Law is not only a
revelation of what we
should be or what God
requires of us, but it is
a revelation also of the

character of God.

first place, that God is invisible,
that Heis aninvisible Being. He
does not have a physical form.
We mean, in the second place,
that God is a Spirit, distinct from
all other spir-
its. Angelsalso
are spiritual
beings, but God
is infinite and
so the omni-
present Spirit.
The Scriptures
teach us that,
as the infinite
One, God is One who dwells
in a light to which no man can
approach. They tell us also
that as a Spirit God cannot be
represented. We see this, for
example, in Deuteronomy 4:15,
where Moses says to the people:
“Take ye, therefore, good heed
unto yourselves, for ye saw no
manner of similitude on the day
that the Lord spoke unto you
in Horeb out of the midst of the
fire, lest ye corrupt yourselves
and make you a graven image.”
Moses’ pointis, you saw nothing
when God delivered the Law
from the mountain except for
smoke and fire, and that was not
just to cover up and to hide the
being of God, but it represented
that God is majestic and glori-
ous, more glorious than man
could ever see or comprehend.

What we learn in the sec-
ond commandment, then, as
we think about God as a spirit
is that God demands a deeply
spiritual expression in wor-
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Testament), “Let all the angels
of God worship him.” Jehovah
says, “I am jealous of my wor-
ship,” and then the Scriptures
say, “Let the angels worship
him [that is, Jesus].” If we fol-
low simple logic, our conclusion
must be that Christ is worthy
of worship because He is God
alone.

for your salvation? Are you
trusting yourself or something
else other than Christ for your
righteousness and acceptance
with God?

When God says, “Worship
Mealone,” Heis saying, “Believe
on My Son, Jesus Christ, as the
only way to the Father.”

Anyone who denies that Jesus Christ

It is in May the
that light is the Savior and the Son of God Lor dy grant
tha: wg does not obey that we
must rea this first commandment. have such
this first i

a faith.
command-

ment. To worship God is to
believein Jesus Christ, His Son.
Jesus says in John 14:1, “Ye
believe in God, believe also in
me.” Thomas says in response
to Jesus’ resurrection from the
dead: “My Lord and my God.”
Itisbybelievingin Jesus Christ
that we worship the true God.
Webelievein Jesus for salvation
from sin. We trust in Him alone
and no else for our forgiveness
and righteousness.

Believing in Jesus Christ
means that we flee all idolatry.
We do not put our trust in any
creature. We do not place our
confidence in ourselves or what
we accomplish. But we put our
confidence in God alone as He
hasrevealed Himselfin His Son
Jesus Christ. Doyoudothat? Do
youbelieveinJesus Christ alone

Let us pray.

Father, we thank Thee that
Thou hast made Thyself known
as God to us—the only God who
has condescended and revealed
Thyself, and especially revealed
Thyself to us in Thy Son Jesus
Christ, so that we have a way
of acceptance and righteous-
ness and forgiveness and being
received in Thy presence. Turn
our hearts, Father, away from
all the things of this earth, so
that our exclusive goal and our
exclusive trust may be in Thee
and in things eternal. Forgive
us for the sins that we commit
against this commandment,
too. We pray it, for Jesus’ sake,
Amen.
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Dear Radio Friends,

n our previous message, we

began tolook at the Ten Com-
mandments of the law of God as
they are given to us in Exodus
20. Today I want to look with
you at the second of those com-
mandments. Weread that from
Exodus 20:4-6. “Thou shalt not
make unto thee any graven im-
age, or any likeness of any thing
that is in heaven above, or that
is in the earth beneath, or that
is in the water under the earth:
thou shalt not bow down thyself
to them, nor serve them: for I
the Lorp thy God am a jealous
God, visiting the iniquity of the
fathers upon the children unto
the third and fourth genera-
tion of them that hate me; and
shewing mercy unto thousands
of them that love me, and keep
my commandments.”

At the outset, I want to no-
tice two things with you about
this commandment. The firstis
thatit has special application to
the church. The first command-
ment says, “Thou shalt have no
other gods before me.” It speaks
to all of humanity—also those
who worship strange gods—and
addresses their sin. In the sec-
ond commandment, God speaks
tothe church; He speakstothose

who worship Him, and He tells
them how they are to worship
Him—without graven images.

The other thing that we no-
ticein thiscommandment at the
outset is the seriousness with
which God takes the breaking of
this commandment. He says, “I
the Lorp thy God am a jealous
God.” He is jealous of how He
is worshiped, not only that He
is worshiped. And He speaks of
judgment on those who do not
worship Him in the proper way,
and a blessing on those who do.
We will return to this at the end
of our message.

Aswelook atthiscommand-
ment, we see three principles
about worship that we want to
examine.

The first is this: that God
demands that we worship Him
corporately. That is, God de-
mands that we worship Him
with other believers. The de-
mand for worship really comes
already in the first command-
ment when God says, “Thou
shalt have no other gods before
me.” Last week already we saw a
number of different ways that we
worship God: we trusted Him,
we believe on Him, we confess
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Him, we know Him, and so
on. The second commandment
is addressed to the church of
God. Worship is not only an
individual thing. Too often
today someone will say, “I don’t
really need to worship with the
church,” or “I don’t really need
to worship God on a Sunday,” or
“I don’t really need to hear the
Word of God in the preaching.
If T go out on the weekends and
enjoy myselfin nature, I see the
wonder of God around me and I
worship Him there.”

But God has revealed Him-
selfin a special way in His Word,
and in the Word we find the
saving revelation of God which
is Jesus Christ, and God has
given the church the commission
to preach the gospel of Jesus
Christ. Itisthere especially that
we find therevelation of God and
the way to worship Him. We
must worship Him according
to His Word. And we are to do
this with fellow believers. This
commandment is addressed to
the nation of Israel. It concerns
notjustindividuals, but thisisa
commandment that tells Israel
how they are to worship Him.
Yourememberthatit was Israel
who worshiped Godin the golden
calves. And God is addressing
exactly that kind of sin that the
nation may be involved in.

So, this is a special word for
the church today. We need the
church. One of the things that
God reveals about Himself is
that He gathers a church. The

church is called the “body” of
Jesus Christ. Inthat church God
distributes gifts to the different
members of the church, and the
blessing for God’s people comes
through their place in the body
of Jesus Christ. Howimpossible
tosay, “I'm a member of Christ,”
but to not be a part of His body
as it comes to expression here
on earth in the church.

The New Testament teaches
us that God has set up an order
for the church, that He has es-
tablished officers in the church
and elders in the church. The
pattern in the New Testament
church was that she gathered
corporately. We see thisin Acts
when we read about different
congregations that were estab-
lished as the church expanded
through the preaching of the
gospel. There is even this,
that the church is called in the
New Testament the temple of
God. Paul says to the church at
Corinth: “You are the temple of
God.” So, whenbelievers gather
together and the Spirit of Christ
1s with them, then the church
becomes, and is in a special
way, the dwelling place of God.
Hebrews 10:25 saystousthat we
should not forsake the gather-
ing of our souls together as the
manner of some is. We ought
not come up with excuses for
not gathering with the church
of God for worship.

The second principle that
we want to set forth regarding
worship here is that worship is



