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hand of God, God would have
destroyed them! If the nations
of the earth in concert had
sent men with the most highly
designed equipment to stop the
hand of God, He would have
walked right over the top of
them. And He would have done
it as a very little thing! All na-
tions are less than nothing and
vanity before the might, before
theinfinite glory, of the only God
of heaven and earth, who must
be served!

III. Emptiness

Certainly we are able to say
when we consider the truth of
these verses: How great is God!
But these words were meant to
be a comfort to God’s people in
Judah who were witnesses of
God’s judgment on this nation.
How do these words serve to
comfort those who were dis-
dained for the sake of God and
His kingdom? How would this
serve to bolster and encour-
age those who would see their
friends and fellow countrymen
killed by the edge of the sword?
How would this sustain them in
their long journey to a foreign
kingdom many miles away to
be held captive there? What
is worse: How would this give
comfort when they saw as it
were the cause of God’s kingdom

destroyed, making it virtually
impossible for the Christ to be
born?

Look at God, believer! Noth-
ing takes place apart from His
will and good pleasure. Today,
too, we see what goes on in the
nations of this world. What we
see can be just as distressing
as what God’s saints in Israel
saw. The events that surround
us certainly are not falling in
favor, it seems, of the church
and the cause of Christ’s king-
dom. Our world, our society,
the nations of this world, grow
progressively more evil. We
live in the last days. We even
see the development around us
into the one-world empire of
man. But consider who our God
is: He holds the nations in His
hand. He governs them in the
way He chooses. All the events
goingonin Israel God was using
for one end: the birth of Christ.
For us it is the second coming
of Christ and the establishment
of the kingdom of heaven. We
only need bow before the living
God and understand how great
He is. If He is for us, nothing
can be against us. All nations
arevanity, emptiness, before the
great power, honor, and glory of
our God! Rest in Him in child-
like faith. He directs all things
for the salvation of His people.
O Lord, how great Thou art!
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Dear radio friends and those who believe

in our Lord Jesus Christ,

tis my pleasure to be with you

for the next several monthson
the Reformed Witness Hour. We
pray our time together in the
Word of God will be profitable.
In the next several broadcasts
we will study anumber of verses
out of Isaiah 40—a beautiful
chapter of the Bible that de-
scribes who God isin comparison
to man. Today we are going to
consider Isaiah 40:27-28, “Why
sayest thou, O Jacob, and speak-
est, O Israel, My way is hid from
the Lorp, and my judgment is
passed over from my God? Hast
thou not known? hast thou not
heard, that the everlasting God,
the Lorp, the Creator of the ends
ofthe earth, fainteth not, neither
is weary? there is no searching
of his understanding.” We are
going to study these verses of
Isaiah 40 first because they
explain to us what was going
on in the nation of Israel. They
explain why Isaiah speaks the
message of this chapter.

Do you know what a rem-
nantis? Itisaleftover. My wife
has on the shelves of a closet in
our houselittle plasticboxes con-
taining pieces of material that
are left over after she makes her
various quilts. These left-over

pieces of material are remnants.
Well, this word “remnant” is
used by the prophet Isaiah no
fewer than 16 times in this book
of his writings. Out of those 16
times, for sure 10 times he uses
this word to refer to the very few
people of God, those few true
believers that were left yetin the
nation of Israel. These he calls
“the remnant”: out of the mil-
lions in Israel, those few people
(Ieftovers, if you will) who yet
faithfully clung to Jehovah, His
covenant, and its promises.

Throughout his prophecy
Isaiah addresses the nation of
Judah or Israel as a whole in
terms of judgment and destruc-
tion. Because she had forsaken
the way of righteousness and
begun as a nation to follow after
the horrible sins of the heathen
nations around her, she wasripe
for judgment. Therefore Isaiah
pronounces woe upon her. These
pronouncements of doom and
destruction were spoken to the
nation as a whole.

But within that nation, re-
member, was the remnant who,
according to grace, still looked
in hope for the coming Messiah.
These too heard the prophe-
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cies of judgment. And because
they longed for the coming of
their Messiah, such prophecies
smashed to pieces their hopes.
As a result this remnant be-
came despondent, thatis to say,
they became disheartened and
discouraged. God was angry
with Israel—rightfully so. The
remnant saw the debauchery:
the fornication and adultery,
the drunkenness, the heresies
Israel had now embraced. They
knew Israel deserved punish-
ment. But what of the promise
of God’s covenant that he would
send a Savior who would deliver
them from sin? God was now
angry. God was now filled with
vengeance. Had He forgotten
them?

So Isaiah is now sent by
God to address this remnant of
Israel, the true Judah, the true
sons of Abraham, Isaac, and Ja-
cob. The words of this chapter
are addressed to them—not the
wicked nation as a whole, but
to the faithful remnant who
yet believed. And the word
Isaiah was to speak to them
was: “Comfort ye, comfort ye
my people! Speak comfortably
to Jerusalem!” Isaiah was sent
to speak words of comfort and
encouragementtoa despondent
remnant. And the word of com-
fort was this: behold your God!
Everyone needs a good dose
of theology, that is, the study
of who God is, since there are
so many misconceptions about
God afloat today. But we need

a good dose of this too, just for
encouragement and strength to
continue to fight the good fight
of faith.

WAITING UPON OUR
EVERLASTING GOD

1. Jacob’s Despondency

The believing saints in
Israel had become despondent.
It is for this reason that Isaiah
addresses them as he does in
verse 27: “Why sayest thou, O
Jacob, and speakest, O Israel,
My way is hid from the Lorbp,
and myjudgmentis passed over
from my God?” Itisstriking that
these questions are not asked of
those who were walking in their
sin. They are not addressed to
thoseinIsraelthatintheir pride
were arrogantly acting as if God
did not see their sin or that God
was not going to judge them for
those sins. This is what many
in Israel were thinking. They
walked arrogantly in their sin,
as if God did not see it, as if
their ways were hid from Him.
They did not even give a second
thought to the fact that God
would punish them for their
heinous sins. In their estima-
tion, God did not judge them
in their sin. So they continued
on blatantly, openly, and unre-
pentantly in their fornication,
drunkenness, idolatry, frivolous
party life, and so on.

But Isaiah is not asking
these questions to the wicked
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valuable in His sight. But the
comparison being made here is
between the power, honor, and

glory of man in comparison to
God.

So, what then is the result
of this weighing? This: the na-
tions are as a drop of a bucket
and are counted in value as the
fine dust on the balance. All
the super powers of today, the
greatest nations on earth, are
nothing more than a drop of a
bucket in comparison to God in
might and glory. A drop in a
bucket. How insignificant are
the nations. Not only are the in-
dividuals that make up that na-
tion insignificant, but all those
individuals put together as a
whole are insignificant. They
areasthesmall
or fine dust on

...man at his greatest

Put the most powerful and glori-
ous nation of the earth on the
scale—no movement. Put all
the nations one by one on that
balance. The balance does not
evenreveal afaint tremor! Then
take all the nations together as
awhole—one grand and glorious
kingdom of man—man in all
his might and power and glory.
The rod that weighs God and
man does not even strain. Why?
Because man at his greatest is
nothing, less than nothing, in
comparison to God.

My family and I lived
through a hurricane when I
served as missionary on the
island of Jamaica. When God
sent the winds of that hurricane
with gusts up to 200 miles an
hour, the island
was decimated.

ascale. A thin, is nothing, We watched

microscopic
layer of dust
onman’s pan of
the balance in
comparison to God on the other.
This dust would not even affect
thebalance. It would not makeit
moveintheleastsense. It might
as well be as if there is nothing
there. Indeed, it is as if nothing
is there! We read in verse 17,
“all nations are as nothing—
no, less than nothing!—they
are vanity.” That is, they are
nothing more than emptinessin
comparison to God! Man does
not even compare. Putthe great-
est of all men on man’s side of
the balance—nothing happens.

less than nothing,
in comparison to God.

helplessly as the
winds ripped up
large sections of
our roof and blew
them over the top of the hill next
toour house. We watched asone
by onethe trees of our yard were
ripped up by their roots and laid
flat. Power lines were flung into
the air, houses destroyed, and
many parts of the island flooded.
All that occurred by the hand of
God, who takes up the islands
as a very little thing.

Dear listener, if all the
nations of the earth sent the
strongest of their armies to the
island of Jamaica to stay the
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God on one side of the balance
and all nations with all their
knowledge, riches, and power
onthe other. And we will weigh
them one against another to see
which oneis most powerful. Who
is greater: God or man?”

1I. Weighed

We read in verse 15, “Be-
hold, the nations are as a drop
of a bucket, and are counted as
the small dust of the balance.”
Again, we read in verse 17,
“All nations before him are as
nothing; and they are counted
to him less than nothing, and
vanity.”

Tounderstand the compari-
son being made here in these
verses we need to know what a
balance is. It is a scale used to
weigh the worth of something.
A balance is made of a thin rod
that has on each end a pan of
equal weight. The exact center
of this rod rests on the point
of a wedge that supports the
rod. This balance can be used
for various things. But the one
that is alluded to in our text is
to weigh the value of money. On
the one side of the balance we
put a weight of one pound, let us
say. When we do, the side with
the weight goes down and the
empty side is up. But we then
begin to place gold coins in the
opposite pan. One coin does not
shift the balance. Two do not.
We continue to place gold coins
on that balance until it lifts the

one pound weight on the other
side. When we finally put just
the right amount of gold on the
scale, so that the two pans are
balanced at an equal height,
we can say that we have one
pound of gold. A monetary value
is placed on that one pound of
gold, so we can say it is worth
so much in weight. That then
is a balance.

This balance Isaiah uses to
compare the value of man over
against God. God is the weight
that is placed on the one side of
the scale. When He is placed
in the pan on the one side of
the scale, obviously the other
pan goes up. So heavy is God
in honor and glory that it is a
wonder that the scale is able to
hold His weight! Now we take
man and place him in the other
side of the scale. How many men
will it take to weigh the same
as God? How many men will it
take to outweigh God? This is
the test. God weighs man in the
balance to see what he is worth
in comparison to Him.

What doyou thinkisthe val-
ue of manin comparison to God?
The test here is not to say that
you and I as God’s people have
no value at all. We are God’s
children. He loves us and cher-
ishes us. He has condescended
to us and through the cross of
Jesus Christ has adopted us
into His family and household.
We belong to Him! From that
point of view we are precious,
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nation of Israel and those who
were walking in their sin. He is
addressing the elect remnantin
Israel who had become discour-
aged. These people had raised
their complaint to God and
perhaps even to other believers.
Isaiah, therefore, addresses
believers whose faith was being
tested and found wanting—for
they were doubting God’s good
hand. They were beginning
to waver and to question God.
They grew faint and weary in
their ways.

What were these saints
saying? My way is hid from
Jehovah. TheythoughtJehovah
had turned away from them, too,
in anger and weariness over the
unbeliefof the nation as a whole.
Their way refers to the rocky and
narrow straits through which
God now led them. These few
saints were surrounded by un-
belief and sin. Others refused
to hear their ad-

faithful few in Judah. They
had no standing. No one—not
even friends—cared to listen to
them. Sothey raised the voice of
complaint before God: my way is
hid from Jehovah. He does not
seem to see how difficult my way
is. He does not seem to listen to
my prayers. Has He forgotten
to be kind?

The next complaint stands
inclose connection with the first:
myjudgmentis passed over from
my God. Or, more simply, God
has failed to maintain the cause
of the righteous. My judgment,
my right cause, hasbeen passed
over by God. God does not
undertake my cause. He does
not defend my righteousness.
Whereis Godin everything that
is happening in the church?

Indeed, where is God in
everything we see happening
in the church of today? Some-

times the same

monitions. They Indeed, where is God in Z(}’lr;lsé?yngs alll“;
were, no doubt, everything we see who = tan{l -
ridiculed and happening in the church the midst of
mocked for their rodav? the abostass so
faithful stand of today; p y

on the Word of

God. They were labeled as
narrow-minded extremists who
were far too strict in living the
law of God. Their place in the
church of that day had become
small and despised. They were
but a remnant, and the rest of
Israel that walked in unbelief
was large and powerful. This
made life difficult for those

rampant about

us. So many
denominations of churches and
independent churches trample
underfoot the commandments of
God. They give their approval
to fornication and adultery, to
abortion and homosexuality.
Their members desecrate the
Sabbath. They walk in the same
ways as the world around them,
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their lifestyle being totally
worldly and unbelieving. Their
heresies stink to high heaven—
making God a female, making
salvation dependent on man,
despising the sovereignty of God
in creation and providence. And
the church and her members
that strive still to remain faith-
ful are small and despised today.
Her voice and her warnings are
ignored. How easy it is to say:
My way is hid from God and the
just cause I represent is passed
over by Him.

But then there is the ques-
tion that is meant to reprove
God’s saints who waver and
doubt God: “Why sayest thou
this, O Jacob, and speakest these
things, O Israel?” Why do you
say this, Jacob? Why do you
speak this about God, Israel?
Notice how God addresses this
remnant. He calls them Jacob
andIsrael. God addresses these
faithful few as Israel and Jacob
because they were true Israel.
Those in this nation who did not
believe were called such only
because they belonged to the
nation that housed or encased
true Israel and Jacob. God saw
this elect few as the very core or
kernel of the nation of Israel.

But these names are appro-
priate as applied to the faithful
fewin this nation too. They were
Jacob—the natural-born sons
of Jacob—true. But they were
also sons of Jacob from another
point of view: they were now

complaining as Jacob did when
he was faced with the possible
death of Benjamin: “All these
things are against me!” This
is what the remnant of faithful
saints in Israel were saying: all
these things going on in the na-
tion are against us! They had
forgotten the truth: if God is for
us, nothing can be against us!

So they were appropriately
calledJacob. Butthen they were
called Israel too. And thisis a
reminder that God’s promises to
Israel are sure and they would
indeed be fulfilled. Why do you
say these thingsdJacob, Israel???
Behold your God!

II. Jehovah’s Encouragement

Consider the God whom you
serve!! He is the everlasting
God, Jehovah. This God whom
you serve is from everlasting
to everlasting. That means He
knows the end from the begin-
ning and everything that takes
place in between. He was there
before the world began and He
will exist when the history of this
present worldislongover. Heis
God, afterall. Doyouthink your
ways are hid from his all search-
ing and all knowing eye? Doyou
think he does not know what
is going on in Israel and in the
nations around you? He knows
because he is an everlasting
God. The God who has planned
all these things. And he is
Jehovah—the never-changing,
ever-faithful God in the work
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magnificent, so transcendent is
God in all His glory!

That then is God—the One
who upholds all things and the
One who is so marvelous that
we cannot offer enough praise
in our worship of His name.

This God we place on the
one side of the balance in order
to be compared to man. On
the other side of the balance
we place the nations. When
comparing God to man, we take
man not as an individual but as
a nation. A nation consists of a
compilation of all the individu-
als that comprise it. Anationis
only as powerful as its citizens,
of course. If the citizens of a
nation are for the most part
ignorant, superstitious, and
immoral, the power of such a
nation is greatly diminished. If
itscitizens are educated, having
great understanding about the
world we live in and the laws
that govern creation, that na-
tion is powerful and rules over
other lesser nations. It is also
true that when each man stands
alone, without others, he will
not be able to achieve what he
desires. He needs others. He
needs to sharpen his thoughts
and experiments against what
others think.

If we were to use our own
nation as an example, the
interaction of knowledgeable
men and women has produced
apowerful nation. Look at what
we have been able to accom-

plish in the way of technology,
medicine, engines of warfare,
comforts and luxuries. Look at
how self-sufficient and powerful
our nation has become.

So, when Isaiah here in
verses 15 and 17 speaks of na-
tions, he is going beyond the
knowledge and know-how of
individual men. He is putting
these great minds of men to-
gether,and heiscomparing God
to entire nations of the world,
great and small.

But more. Isaiah in verse
17 lumps all these nations of
the world together as one. Itis
as if he says to the believers in
Israel, “Let’s not just put one
individual or several great indi-
viduals togetherinthatbalance.
Let’s put the nations togetherin
that balance. No, let’s not just
put the nations together in that
balance as individual nations.
Let’s lump them together, so
that all the nations of this world,
lending their power together,
can be compared with God.”

Someday that will be true,
you realize. More and more
our world is looking toward
a one-world empire, when all
the nations of this world will
lend their power and wealth to
one-world government. It will
be the kingdom of man. It will
be when man has reached the
apex of his power and fulfilled all
the desires of his heart. Isaiah
says: “Go ahead—Iump them
all together as one. We will put
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and preserves this creation. We
know how easy it is to speak
a word. But our words are
ineffectual. That is not true of
God. His word always produces
results. God takes up the isles
as a very little thing!

This simple statement
establishes the fact that God
is God. No man upholds and
preserves creation. God does.
If this is the case, then He
must be worshiped as God. So
Isaiah turns to that subject in
verse 16. We read, “Lebanon is
not sufficient to burn, nor the
beasts thereof sufficient for a
burnt offering.” The worship of
Jehovah in the Old Testament
was done by means of sacrific-
ing. God had taught this to His
people since the fall of man into
sin. God’s peoplein Israel would
come into the temple to bring a
lamb or a goat or a bullock or a
turtle dove. These were offered
as sacrifices. A huge supply of
wood was also needed to burn
in order to offer these sacrifices.
Both the wood to burn and the
animals of these sacrifices are
what Isaiah is speaking of in
verse 16. The point Isaiah is
making is that God is so great,
so mighty, so transcendent as
Godthatall the trees of Lebanon
could not supply wood sufficient
for a sacrifice to God. So great
is God, so terrible is He in His
majesty, that all the animals
found in that forest were not
enough to offer as sacrifices to
Him.

It is striking that Isaiah
speaks of Lebanon. Lebanon,
during the days of the kings
of Israel, was a majestic and
mighty forest that spanned
hundreds of miles and grew on
high majestic mountainsides. It
was north of Canaan, located in
the possession of the Zidonians
or Phoenecians. Lebanon was
known in that day for its costly
and precious cedar and fir trees,
and the wood they produced.
When Solomon built the temple
in Jerusalem, Hiram king of
Tyre assisted by sending cedar
trees from Lebanon. Much of
the furniture, walls, and floors
of the temple were made out
of cedar wood from Lebanon.
Isaiah speaks of that mighty
forest of Lebanon with its pre-
cious wood. The cedar wood
of Lebanon, Isaiah says, is not
precious enough or plentiful
enough tobe a proper oblation to
Jehovah—so great and glorious
is He as God.

Neither are the animals in
that forest enough to sacrifice
to God as a proper token of
worship, so great is He. We
are reminded of the number of
animals Solomon offered up to
God upon the dedication of the
temple in Jerusalem. We read
in [ Kings 8:5that the sheep and
oxen “could not be numbered
for multitude.” Now Isaiah
says to God’s people: Lebanon
is not sufficient to burn, nor
the beasts thereof sufficient for
a burnt offering—so great, so
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He performs. How can you say,
“My judgment is passed over by
God?” Is not God faithful to His
covenant, and from its promises
does Heever waver? God always
maintains the cause of the righ-
teous man. God
dwells with us
and smiles on
us in His favor.
God never for-
sakes His own.
God never puts
away His people. God’s promises
are sure because of the Messiah
that was yet to come. Though
the nation of Israel as a whole
will be punished and scattered
and destroyed, God will save His
Israel, His true Israel, because
your God, O Jacob, is Jehovah!

That same word of encour-
agement we hear today too.
God knows what is going on in
the world and in the churches
of today. He sees it. The ways
of His people are not hid from
Him any more than they were
in Israel’s day. God sees and
knows and will indeed judge.
And He will do so because He
istheeverlasting God, Jehovah.
God’s remnant according to
grace is viewed together with
Jesus Christ. They are in Him.
They are covered in His blood.
Their sins are forgiven them.
They are righteous in Christ.
For His sake, God’s promises
are as sure today as they were
then. He remains faithful to
the cause of the righteous. He
will preserve His true church

Is not God faithful
to His covenant,
and from its promises
does He ever waver?

through judgment, that is, by
way of judging and punishing
the false church of our day.

This Jehovah is the Cre-
ator of the ends of the earth
and will not
faint or grow
weary. God
has created all
thingsonearth
and in heaven.
Hehascreated
the ends of the
earth, that is, the universe and
all things that it contains. All
power belongs to Him in heaven
and on earth. God is almighty.
By asimple word He called each
creature into existence. How
then can you say that God has
grown weary with what was
going on in Israel? How can
you even think that God faints
or is exasperated with what is
goingon tothe pointthat He has
simply given up on Israel? Do
youreally think God has thrown
up His hands in despair and
said, “I've had enough! I can’t
take it anymore! I quit! T am
tired of man thwarting my will.”
God is the Creator of all things.
He does not forsake or quit His
work. Behold your God! The
unbelief and apostasy of Israel
were under the sovereign control
of the Creator! He brings these
things about. Does God grow
weary in carrying out these
details of His plan? Does He
become exasperated at what He
has willed to do? Examine who
God is! He never grows weary
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and never becomes faint in car-
rying out His plan for what He
has created.

Then, to make an impact
upon the hearts of these saints,
God places this

have! Have you not heard? Of
course you have! Believe it!

We too, people of God, must
believe that, in all the ways
God leads His true church in

these last days,

knowledge of Examine who God is! even though
who Heisbefore Yo never arows wed those ways may
them with a two- g 731 be difficult, He
fold question. || @nd never becomes faint || fulfills His will

Have you not in carrying out His plan and good plea-
known? Have for what He has created. sure. His ways

you not heard?
Come now, My
beloved people! You know who
T am! The objective knowledge
of Me you have known in your
generations since the beginning
of time. I have always left you
with My witness. You have
been told who I am! You have
heard! The knowledge of who
God is has been handed down
from father to son through oral
tradition. It has been passed
on to these believers in the line
of their generations through
the preaching of the gospel as
well.

Now, they knew who God is.
Besides, this knowledge was not
simply theirs objectively. It was
asubjective knowledge that was
worked in their hearts by the
Holy Spirit. What they knew
about God they also believed.
Youbelievein Me as God! Doyou
really need to complain and say
that your way is now hid from
Me and yourjustcauseispassed
over by Me? Come now! Have
you not known? Of course you

are beyond our
understanding
at times. Isaiah says that to
the elect remnant in verse 28,
“There is no searching of God’s
understanding.” It is not, of
course, that God contradicts in
His being what He tells us in
His Word. It is not as if God’s
understanding of what is going
onin this worldis different from
our understanding—from what
He tells us in His Word. That
would be folly. Itisjustthatour
human understanding bumps
up against the limits of this
present world in which we have
been placed. God’s understand-
ing of the events of this world
goes beyond our understanding.
His ways are in the sea and His
footsteps are not known.

For that reason, there is no
searching of Hisunderstanding.
But this we know: the knowl-
edge of God is always good and
wise. Sometimes we may not
fully understand why God does
what He does. We donot always
understand why we are led
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their coastlines. And indeed
this is true in a certain sense.

Isaiah explains to us in a
very picturesque way what God
does with these seashores. He
“takes them up, he lifts them
up.” Immediately what comes
to mind is a huge being that is
abletoreach down andliftup the
shoreline, no, the continents of
this earth anditsisles, and hold
them in his hand. Isaiah spoke
earlier, if yourecall, in verse 12,
ofholding the waters of the earth
in the hollow of his hand. Here
we are given the picture of this
great Being, this massive God,
holding the inhabitable parts of
the earthin Hishand and watch-
ingthem asthe wavesbeat upon
their shores. Oneisreminded of
the spiritual (hymn?): “He’s got
the whole world in His hand.”
Now, we know that this is not
literally true. But there is an
amazing truth presented to us
here.

are under God’s control. God
keepsthedryland, theisles, the
inhabitable parts of the earth,
from plunging back into the
depthsofthe seas. Peter speaks
of this truth in connection with
the destruction of the earth by
the waters of the Flood. Weread
in IT Peter 3:5, “...by the word
of God the heavens were of old,
and the earth standing out of
the water and in the water.” So,
the picture presented hereisnot
that God picks up the shorelines
and curiously looks at them, and
then puts them down again.
The idea is that God takes up,
He holds, the earth and all its
creatures in His hand in order
touphold and preserve the earth
and its inhabitants.

Now, from ahuman perspec-
tive that is quite a feat! A feat
far beyond the capability of a
man, thatisforsure! ButIsaiah
adds that God is able to take up

theislesasavery

That truth God holds up the earth little fh”fg -’}The
svatsrcons | aieinog | VI
providential between His thumb ' le of
care over His 18 a granulie o
creation. He and—fomﬁnger sand}.l God h}(:lds

. ; up the earth as
upholds and a little particle of sand. e

preserves, as
it were by His

hand, the earth and the seas.
They continue to exist only
because God holds them up, so
to speak. If God were for a mo-
ment to remove His almighty
hand, everything in this world
would perish! Thelaws of nature

ing between His
thumb and forefinger a little
particle of sand. In other words,
for God to take up theislesis not
a great feat to Him at all! It is
as easy as it would be for us to
hold something very smallin our
hand. Peter says that God by
the word of His mouth upholds
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Dear Radio Friends,
Introduction JEHOVAH WEIGHS THE

In the three verses we con-
sider today out of Isaiah 40 the
prophet compares Jehovah to
man. We read in verses 15-17,
“Behold, the nations are as a
drop of abucket, and are counted
as the small dust of the balance:
behold, he taketh up theisles as
avery little thing. And Lebanon
is not sufficient to burn, nor
the beasts thereof sufficient for
a burnt offering. All nations
before him are as nothing; and
they are counted to him less
than nothing, and vanity.” Itis
this direct rather than implied
comparison between God and
man that makes these verses
of Isaiah 40 stand out from
among the rest. Say what you
will, man thinks very highly of
himself. He boasts about his
great accomplishments and
his ability to accomplish what
he wants. Man thinks he is
someone great. So, Isaiah places
man alongside of God and now
makes a comparison between
them. We wish to examine that
comparison today. Placed side
by side with one another, is man
indeed so greatin comparison to
God?

NATIONS
1. Identified

Before making the compari-
son between God and man we
need toidentify them. We know
who they are already, of course,
but Isaiah gives God’s people a
couple of important facts both
about God and man. The focus
of our attention, however, must
be on God and who He is. This,
after all, is what is ultimately
going to give to believers the
greatest of comfort. Atthe end of
verse three we are told, “Behold,
he (God) takes up the isles as
a very little thing.” The term
“isles” here ought not to call our
attention to the islands of the
seas as much as the coastlines
of the seas. The Israelites were
no doubt reminded of the Great
Sea, the Mediterranean Sea
and its vast coasts, from which
and to which many of their own
ships had sailed and returned.
You and I have a much more
universal idea of the many dif-
ferent shorelines that surround
the continents and islands of our
globe. It is as if the continents
are held up out of the sea by
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through the flood and the fire.
Why do the wicked prosper and
the righteous suffer for theirjust
cause? We may not fully know
the answer to that. But we do
know that the
ways God leads
us are His ways

But we do know that

is working all things for the good
of His true church. Neither
may we fail to see His design
in all of this: He always saves
His church through judgment.
God knows the
way of the righ-
teous, but the

and they are al- the wcllys godlkacfs us way of sinners
ways filled with are His ways and they shall perish.
goodness and are always filled But there was

wisdom. This
is why there is
never any rea-
son to complain and question
God.

II1. Israel’s Need

So, Isaiah addresses a cer-
tainneed that he saw among the
believers remaining in Israel.
Thatneed was to see and submit
totheeternal purposes of God re-
garding the nation and church of
which they were a part. Nothing
escapes the knowledge, the eye,
or the control of our sovereign
God. The apostasy that we see
in the church world around us
today, just asthe apostasy of Isa-
iah’s day, is under God’s control.
Even when there is so much sin
and unbelief rampant in mod-
ern false Christianity today—
ungodly living and heresy—God

with goodness and wisdom. || one other need

of which Isa-

iah reminds the
church in this world. She must
humbly submit to the will of God
and wait for her salvation. God’s
promises are sure. The Mes-
siah would come. God’s people
would indeed be redeemed. Is-
rael must trust that God’s way
for them was best and that He
would bring about the coming
of Christ. So also today. God
leads His church unto the second
coming of Christ. He directs
the events of the world and the
church today tobring about that
coming. His promise is sure:
Christ comes and comes quickly,
to bring final and complete
salvation for the church. Now
we wait patiently on the will of
God and trust Him in His ways.
Behold your God!
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Dear Radio Friends,
Introduction nant. Butthesefew believed and

Thenation of Israel was un-
der God’s ban. God had judged
her and found her wanting. She
now lay under condemnation
and punishment. Quite simply,
God was going to destroy this
nation, her cities and her towns.
Her land was going to be left to
her desolate. And that because
ofher great sinagainstJehovah.
She had rejected Him. She no
longer knew Him but thought
of God as only one god among
many others whom she also wor-
shiped. Her citizens walked in
arrogance and pride. They were
characterized by fornication
and adultery, by drunkenness
and reveling, and by greed and
fraud. God had warned this
nation repeatedly by means of
His prophets, but the people had
rejected the prophets and the
Word they brought. They had
evenkilled many of the prophets
who had warned her of the doom
that was to come. Now this na-
tion was ripe for judgment. She
lay under God’s ban—she was
soon to be destroyed.

But within this nation of
JudahorIsrael God stillhad His
people. They were only a rem-

hadremained faithful. Yet, with
the threat of destruction their
faith had wavered. What about
them? Had God forgotten them?
Would they too be destroyed for
the sins of the nation? Had God
forgotten their ways? Had their
righteous cause been passed by?
To this elect remnant God now
sends Isaiah with the words of
Isaiah 40. He is sent to comfort
these people? How? By telling
them to behold their God. They
must take a close look at their
God: who he is.

Inverses 10and 11 of Isaiah
40 Isaiah reveals to these faith-
ful few in Israel a most impor-
tant truth about their God. He
is a shepherd, and they were
His sheep. These versesread as
follows: “Behold, the Lord GOD
will come with strong hand, and
his arm shall rule for him: be-
hold, hisrewardiswith him, and
his work before him. He shall
feed his flock like a shepherd:
he shall gather the lambs with
his arm, and carry them in his
bosom, and shall gently lead
those that are with young.” The
figure of a shepherd and sheep
is common to Scripture. Initis

The Omnipotent and Omniscient God 21

heavens, and He uses the wicked
of this world to fulfill His sover-
eign will and good pleasure for
the salvation of His church.

God did this in Israel’s
day. Nebuchadnezzar and the
Chaldean Empire were but tools
in the hand of God. God is all
wise and all powerful. He used
this empire to punish a sinful
people but also to preserve His
church. God would not forsake
His remnant now. The same
was true when Christ came
into the world. Satan and the
wicked world thought they had
the upper hand. But God was
using them to secure our salva-
tion. God’s counsel shall stand.
And Christ stands at the heart
of that counsel of God. The
same is true as far as Christ’s
second comingis concerned. God
holds all things in His powerful
hands and leads us in the way
of knowledge and understand-
ing.

III. The Comfort

This in turn is of great
comfort to the believer. Behold
your God! Heis omnipotent. He
holds all things under His sov-

ereign control. He upholds the
universe by His hand. It is all
there in His hand. He is omni-
scient. He governs the universe
in His wisdom and knowledge.
If this God is for us, who can
be against us? That was the
point Isaiah was making to the
remnant in Israel. They were
askingin despair: Isthis God for
us? He seems to have forgotten
us. He seems to have forsaken
us together with the wicked in
Israel. But God in His wisdom
and power always preserves and
protects His people.

Thereis nothing more reas-
suring to us than those words.
God never forsakes His people.
Heneverforgets usinourneeds.
Has He not provided for us a
Savior? Has He not redeemed
us from our sin and guilt. We
are purchased with a price. We
belong to God. We belong to our
Savior. That means that this
great God of heaven and earth
has graven His church and the
name of Hisindividual saints on
the palmof Hishand. That same
hand that controls the universe.
Nothing will ever separate us
from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus!
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man is but a creature of God’s
hand. Manisbuta tiny creature
in God’shand. Thisistrueasfar
as man’s strength is concerned.
Can man hold the waters of the
earth in the hollow of his hand?
Can man mea-
sure the entire
universe with ”
the span of his
hand? Canman
hold the soils of the earth with a
pinch of his fingers? How man
likes to boast in his own power.
Look at what great feats he has
accomplished in building, in
medicine, in technology, in mili-
tary might! Man pushes himself
tothelimitinhis sports. Look at
the vain imagination of man in
hiscomputer-enhanced movies.
Man is made out to be a super
hero. It is all make-believe.
Man doesnot have super-human
strength and abilities! After all
is said and done, man is only
man—a creature of God’shands
among many other creatures.
What, then, is implied in these
questions? God alone is all
powerful, and the strength that
man has is given to him by his
Creator.

Likewise, God is all-know-
ing and all-wise in His ways.
Who is man? Man must gather
together with many counselors
to keep from making errors.
Man mustbe educated and learn
his skills. He mustbeinstructed
and taught knowledge and
understanding. Even then his
knowledge is so, so limited in its

God is great
and man is small.

scope. He might become adept
in one area or field but remain
totally ignorant in another area
of life. Man thinks himself so
wise and so knowledgeable. He
boasts of his knowledge. But
what man is
like unto God
‘l who is infinite
in knowledge;
who was taught
by no one, who in wisdom made
all things perfectly? Man often
failsin his experiments and proj-
ects. Man cannot always attain
unto what he tries to achieve!

What, then, does this say
about man in relation to God?
Man must bow the knee to his
Creator. He must kiss God’s
Son, who sits at God’s right hand
in power. When the enemies
of God rise up together and at-
tempt to break away from God
or to foil God’s eternal plan,
man fails. In the last days,
the wicked will rise up against
God’s people and scorn them.
The wicked world and the false
church will persecute the true
church of Christ in this world.
We will see the rise of the king-
dom of antichrist. The enemies
of the cross will seem to have the
upper hand. The unbelieving
world will establish a kingdom
of man. He will believe that he
is in control of this earth, and
its destiny. Even now we see
this happening in our society.
Even now we experience but
small birth pains of the coming
of Christ. But our God is in the

The Shepherd of the Covenant

revealed God’s great love and
care for His people. This is the
first truth God’s people must
learn about their God! Heloves,
nurtures, leads, and protects His
sheep.

THE SHEPHERD OF THE
COVENANT

Shepherd and Sheep

The comparison Isaiah
makes between God and a shep-
herd is not as real to us as it
would have been to an Israelite.
Many in Israel were shepherds,
and if they were not, most were
certainly knowledgeable of what
a shepherd did. When Isaiah
spoke these words, God’s people
then could appreciate what this
said tothem about God. A shep-
herd devoted his life to tending
the needs of his flock of sheep.
His central task was to see to it
that his particular flock of sheep
were fed and watered each day.
Day after day he would lead his
sheep from the fold, that is, the
stable or barn and into the hills
where he found them grass and
water.

This task of the shepherd
wasnot a simpleone. He did not
just situnder the shade of a rock
or tree and laze about all day.
Sheep areignorant animals. Not
only do they entirely depend on
someone to find sufficient pas-
ture and water for them each
day, but sheep are also prone
to wander as if there is not a

dangerinthe world. Like a little
childin a grocery store when left
unattended, they wander away
without any thought of danger.
In their ignorance they do not
worry about food or safety.

So, the shepherd did much
more than simply take his sheep
out of the fold and let them
wander in the hills all day. He
equipped himself with his rod or
staff. He led the sheep into the
green pastures and then stood
constant guard over them. If
one wandered off, he took his
rod and prodded that sheep back
into the flock. Sometimes he had
to run after the stubborn sheep
that did not listen to him. And
since a sheep is so helpless, the
shepherd would even risk his
own life to fight off predators.
All of this belongs to the care
and nurture of a flock. The term
“feeds” in verse 11 of our text
literally refers to “shepherding”
aflock and not simply to feeding
it.

One cannot help but notice
the motivation behind all of this
labor the shepherd bestows on
his sheep. He is not a hireling,
that is, a man hired for a day
to take care of the sheep in the
absence of the shepherd. The
shepherd in a very real way
learns who his sheep are. Many
times that shepherd even gives
themnames. Helearnsthechar-
acter of each sheep. Because
he is with them day in and day
out he develops a love for these
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sheep. Some of us who are pet
owners can appreciate that.
The shepherd, out of his love
for his sheep, cares for them.
He, in love, takes care of their
needs and protects them from
enemies. He lays down his life
for his sheep—so much does he
care for them. And, in turn, the
sheep love their shepherd. They
totally trust him. They hear his
voice call to them and they, out
of their love for him, follow him.
All of this is implied in verse 11
of the Word of God before us,
“He shall feed his flock like a
shepherd,” and so on.

Isaiah, in describing God
to the faithful in Israel, wants
them to know Him first and
foremost as the Shepherd of
His sheep. We must remember
once again that these sheep
were not the nation of Israel or
Judah as a whole. This nation
was under God’s curse. But
the sheep of God are those who
know His voice
and follow Him.
God’s sheep are
alwaysandever
those who are
given to believe
in Him. That
wastruein Isaiah’sday anditis
stilltrue today. There are many
in the church today who like to
think of themselves as God’s
sheep. But they are not. Thisis
proven by the fact that they do
not believe on God or follow Him
and Jesus Christ. The remnant
in Israel were God’s sheep to

whom Isaiah now spoke. You
believers must behold your God!
He is your Shepherd! He does
everything with a stronghand—
and thathandispowerful. Heis
a God of strength, and His arm
rules over all things. That God
is leading you right now. He is
caring for you right now. He is
protecting you right now. But
God shall feed you. He shall
gather and carry you. He shall
gently lead you. That has the
idea of the future. Implied, of
course, was the destruction that
would come upon this nation.
Israel was going to be taken
captive. Many would be killed.
The rest would be led away into
a strange land—to the city of
Babylon. But God’s sheep need
not worry. Why? Because even
ifthey walk through the valley of
the shadow of death they could
be assured that their Shepherd
was present protecting them
and caring for them. God would

not forsake His

God’s sheep are people. Why?
always and ever
those who are given
to believe in Him. His. The re-

Because God
loves His peo-
ple! They are

lationship He

shares with
them is the same as that of a
shepherd and his sheep.

Now, we are going to de-
scribe the shepherd’s care for
his sheep in a moment. But we
want to take note of what God
was expressing herein thiscom-
parison. These believing saints

The Omnipotent and Omniscient God 19

majesty of a mountain or what
can be seen with a telescope.
Look at the house God has built!
Now let us ask the questions of
verses 13 and 14. Who directed
the Spirit of Jehovah when He
moved upon the face of the deep
and this world was called forth?
The Spirit is the giver of life.
Thy Spirit, O Lord, makes life
to abound. Well, who directed
the Spirit to create all things?
Who was God’s counselor? What
mighty men did He sit down with
and consult about how to build
this universe? Where did God
get His education? Who taught
Him His trade? Whoinstructed
Him how to do what He has
done? Who bestowed on God
the knowledge needed to build
this present universe in all its
intricate design? Who said to
God, “Well, maybe that is not
the best way of doing things.
Maybe you should try a different
way. This way is faulty.” This
is what Isaiah means when he
asks, “Who taught God the path
of judgment?” Who taught God
the right way of doing things?
Whom did God need to plan
the universe and then build it
according to the exact specifica-
tions of His plan?

The answer? No one! God
did not need anyone. He is all-
knowing and all-wise. He is the
omniscient God! Look at the
universe! How many thousands
of solar systems inhabit space!
Look how the planets orbit the
sun and the moon the earth.

The music of the spheres—the
harmony of the planets—cries
out to us of the wisdom of our
God. The plants dependent on
therain, the animals dependent
on the plants. Man and beast
dependent on the air we take
in. The plants dependent on
the air we breathe out. All of
this is a bold testimony of the
knowledge and understanding
of God. The laws of nature
man is able to discover shows
forth the earth’s grand design.
Man discovered gravity, but it
was always there. Man studies
the DNA strands that make
up a man or woman’s genetic
makeup. One mutated gene
can cause illness, deformity, or
even death. Did man make all
of this? Can man even control
all of this? O the depth of the
knowledge, understanding, and
wisdom of God! And all God had
to do is speak a Word—an all-
powerful Word—and the grand
and glorious building of this
creation stands fast. It was not
adifficult thing for God! Behold
your God! This is your God.

II.  The Reality

But there is more implied
in these questions than simply
to know who God is. It is true
that the emphasis in them is to
focus our attention on God—but
there is a reality expressed in
these verses that cannotbe over-
looked: God is great and man
is small. God alone is God and
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is written in the mountains and
hills and the dust that coversthe
earth! Certainly, if this great
God of heaven and earth is so
mighty, then who need doubt
that Heis strong

It took a miracle
to put the world
in place; it took
a miracle to hang the stars in
space. But when He saved my
soul, cleansed and made me
whole, it took a miracle of love
and grace! Need God’s people in
Israel fear? God is all powerful
to save, to lead them as a flock.
He would indeed come with re-
demption! Christ would be born,
and God would deliver these
saints from their sins. Need we
ever fear, beloved saints? Christ
has come and has accomplished
oursalvation. Isittoobigathing
for Him to come again and bring
our salvation to its perfect end?
All of this is measured out by
the all powerful hand of God. .

But then, let us move along
to the next questions. The sec-
ond and third questions both
have to do with another attri-
bute of God: His omniscience.
Sowetakethelasttwo questions
together. We read in verses 13
and 14, “Who hath directed the
Spirit of the LorD, or being his
counsellor hath taught him?
With whom took he counsel, and
who instructed him, and taught
him in the path of judgment,
and taught him knowledge,
and shewed to him the way of

to save as well. || 7 God of might and miracle
is written in the sky!

understanding?” Man sets out
to build a huge, breath-taking
skyscraper. Architects, engi-
neers, construction companies
are hired with a host of men.
These men are
highly trained
in their area of
expertise. They
went through
years of education. They have
much experience behind them.
As a result these are men of
understanding and knowledge
in their fields of labor. These
men all sit down and consult
with each other and begin to
draw up a detailed plan. With
many opinions and minds put
together they begin to choose
the right way to construct that
new building—a magnificent
and amazing feat of man. Years
are spent erecting thatbuilding.
Men like ants all over the place
putting up a huge structure that
will stun the imaginations of
men.

Believing saints: behold
your God! Look at the seas, the
universe, the mountains and
plains. Examine the intricate
design of this creation. Look
atyourselves, how fearfully and
wonderfully you are made. Look
through the microscope and
discover a whole world of living
organisms that cannot even be
seen with the naked eye. All of
thistogether makesup the huge,
magnificent, amazing world we
live in. The One World Trade
Center will not compare with the
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belonged to God’s covenant. God
had established it with Abra-
ham and with hisbelieving seed.
Not with the whole of Israel,
mind you, but with the elect in
Israelonly. Only with those who
were of the faith of Abraham—
only with His
sheep. But
God uses this

He is with His sheep,

Him. We find our all in Him.
We would not know what to do
if we could not follow Him.

The point that Isaiah forces
upon the hearts of these de-
spairing saints in Israel is this:
Behold your God! Contemplate
who He 1is.
Understand

figure of our || and He will never forsake them, who Heis. He

is your Shep-

text to remind || no matter what the difficulties || 1.4 who
these faithful through which He leads them. leads you.

saints of that

relationship of

God’s covenant. God’s covenant
is this: He is our God and we
are His people. These words
express anintimate bond oflove
and fellowship that God Most
High has established with His
people. Inthatrelationship God
is a shepherd. He has chosen
His sheep from eternity. He
has saved His sheep in Christ.
He loves them with an eternal
and unchangeable love. And
He dwells with them—not as
an equal, not as a buddy. God’s
friendship with us is that of a
shepherd who rules with his
arm. Heistheone wholeadsand
guides. He cares for His sheep.
He protects His sheep. In all of
this, however, His relationship
with His sheep is one of unfail-
ing love! He is with His sheep,
and He will never forsake them,
no matter what the difficulties
through which He leads them.
And we who are the sheep of
His fold trust that God! We
follow Him. We are devoted to

Maybe we do

not always
understand the ways through
which Heleads us, but one thing
we can be certain of: God does
everything for the sake of His
people. Comfort ye, comfort
ye my people, God tells Isaiah!
So Isaiah comforts the elect
remnant in Israel: behold your
Shepherd!

The Shepherd’s Care

Isaiah describes what God
does as the God of the covenant
when He speaks of God as
Shepherd. Godindeed feeds His
sheep, thatis, as we mentioned,
He nurtures His sheep. How
has God shown us His great love
and care? Look at what He has
done for us! God has chosen us
from eternity and knows us by
name. He has called us out of
the darkness of unbelief and into
His flock. God then poursoutthe
countless blessings of salvation
Christ has earned upon us. God
leads each of His sheep together
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with the flock into the green pas-
tures of His Word. God feeds us
with the bread and water of life.
He gives us aname and place in
the church. There He gives us
under-shepherdsthat care forus
on Hisbehalf. Through them we
are able to hear the voice of our
good Shepherd—and, hearing
His voice, follow Him.

Helovesusdearly, and even
when He leads us through the
valley of the shadow of death
we have no fear. God is with
us along life’s pathway, always
watching over us and caring
for us. He protects us from our
enemies, Satan and this world.
And when we stray into sin—
such dumb sheep we are—He
seeks us out and rescues us.
He will not suffer our feet to be
moved, even though we so often
stumble into the way of our sin.
This is the care that our God
gives to us. Behold that God,
believing saints! This Word of
God before us speaks to believ-
ers today just as well as to the
saints of God then. This God is
our God forever and ever. That
Word we must hear in our joys
and in our sorrows.

But that Word we cannot
hear apart from Jesus Christ.
Thisiswhy. Weare told by Jesus
Himself that the shepherd will
lay down his life for his sheep.
And that is so very true. God
laid down His life in the Person
of His Son, Jesus Christ. In or-
der to protect us from harm and

punishment, in order to conquer
our enemies, Christ went to the
cross and laid down His life—
He suffered and died under the
burden of the wrath of God. In
this way He has redeemed from
destruction those for whom He
died.

This then explains for us
what Isaiah now teaches us in
verse 10: Behold this, O Israel:
God will come in strength, and
His arm shall rule for Him.
When will God come? Oh, God
would come after the captivity
and deliver the remnant back
to Jerusalem once again. God
would not forget His people
in the land of captivity. They
would return to Canaan. Butthe
reference hereistoanotherday.
It is to the day of the coming of
the Messiah. In that day God
will come in the person of His
Son. When He comes it will be
in strength. Why? Because His
arm that would rule for Him was
none other than Christ Himself.
The arm is a symbol of man’s
strength and his skill or ability
to achieve what he wills. This
is exactly what Christ would
do. By means of His death and
resurrection Christ would be
exalted atthe right hand of God,
there torule on God’sbehalf. He
would rule in strength and grace
over the sheep of God’s hand.
He would rule over all nations
and peoples with a rod of iron
for the good of His church and
for God.
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places using His fingertips. All
of the universe is but a span of
God’s hand.

Is a man able to count the
sand that is on the shores of the
seas? Can man count all the
particles of dirt that are found in

sure our weight. The weight of
our body forces the needle to
find its number. A balance also
measures weight. An item is
placed on one side of the balance.
Weight is then added to the
other side of the balance until

an open field? which time the

Areweableto Are we able to comprehend balance evens

out. Either

comprehend all the dust of the earth? v the idea
all the dust . way,

God is. is the same

of the earth?
God is. He
has all the dirt and sand and
peat moss, and clay, and gravel
and so on measured to its tini-
est granule. He has done so
in a measure, Isaiah tells us.
Translators disagree on what
measure is referred to here.
The Hebrew term refers to the
number three, and it is thought
by some that a measure refers
to a third or two-thirds of some
sort of measuring device. The
Latin Vulgate, however, trans-
lates this term as three fingers.
I believe that is the correct
interpretation. It refers to that
pinch of salt or spice I spoke of
earlier. God has comprehended
the dust of the earth as a pinch
of spices between His thumb
and His first two fingers.

There is added to this figu-
rative language of verse 12 the
mountains and hills of the earth.
But this time Isaiah speaks of
a scale and a balance. These
devices used for measuring are
accurately translated. A scale
is something we step on to mea-

in both these

terms. God
has weighed out exactly how
many, where, and towhat extent
the mountains and hills would
cover the earth. Man may be
able to carve a path through
some of the mountain passes,
but man is not able to move or
remove a mountain. Can he
weigh them on his scale or in
hisbalance? Man is so, so small
and insignificant in comparison
tothe mountains and hills of this
earth. Well, God has put them
in place and knows exactly their
weight and measurements.

Now, what do these ques-
tions bring to the believer’s
mind? How great God is! How
powerful He is! How high and
lofty He is! How all-sufficient
Heis! What stands on the fore-
ground in this question is the
omnipotence of God. He is all
powerful to do what His hand
has chosen to do! Our heavenly
Father is omnipotent, and that
youcannotdeny! A God of might
and miracle is written in the
sky! It is written in the sea. It
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THE OMNIPOTENT AND
OMNISCIENT GOD

1. The Idea

Let us consider the first
question Isaiah places before
God’s people in verse 12, “Who
hath measured the watersinthe
hollow of his hand, and meted
out heaven with the span, and
comprehended the dust of the
earthinameasure, and weighed
the mountainsin scales, and the
hills in a balance?” The hand
is an important member of the
body. We use it for almost ev-
erything we do. But have you
ever considered your hand as a
measuring device? We have so
many clever devices today that
we use for measuring: a mea-
suring cup or spoons, a ruler or
tape measure, an odometer, and
so on. But consider the hand
once as a measuring device.
When we cup our hand, then
we can hold so much water in
the hollow of it. We can stretch
out our hand and measure from
the tip of the thumb to the tip
of our little finger. We can take
a pinch of salt or spice between
our thumb and our fingers. At
times we use our hand in this
way too. Well, the hand of a
man is used in this manner in
the question Isaiah asks here
in verse 12. Notice: who has
measured the waters in the
hollow of his hand? What man
is able to take all the water of
this earth and measure it in the
hollow of his hand? Well, God
does. All the rivers and lakes

that abound with water added
together with all the seas God
holds in His cupped hand. The
oceans are a vast underwater
world, the depths of which man
has not even begun to explore.
The discovery and exploration
channels have revealed to us
just a little bit of the life that
goes on in the seas miles and
miles below the surface. These
waters God holds in the hollow
of His hand. He has measured
them. That meansthat God has
determined every drop of water
that the seas and lake and riv-
ers contain. One is reminded of
the bounds that God appointed
to these bodies of water to keep
themintheirplace. What manis
capable of measuring the waters
of this earth with his hand?

Then, too, we are told that
God has meted out heaven with
the span. A span is the length
of an outstretched hand between
the thumb and the tip of the
little finger. God has measured
out exactly according to His
design the vast expanse of the
universe using His hand from
thumb to little finger. Again,
the universe is a whole world,
the depths of which man has
only begun to explore. He can
view it through his telescopes.
He can send space probes out to
other planets. But the universe
is so huge that man could never
even begin to measure it. Yet
God has done so. He did it when
He called the universe into exis-
tence and put the stars in their

The Shepherd of the Covenant
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Again, behold, O Israel—
Christ’s reward is with Him
and His work before Him. In
Christ’s rule over the church
and the nations of this world,
He would earn and give to His
chosen people, His sheep, the
inheritance of the godly. This
He would accomplish by means
of the work given to Him by God.
But Christ would also give tothe
wicked theirjust reward. Godin
Christ will judge them accord-
ing to their deeds and find them
guilty. That too is a part of the
work Christ would accomplish at
the cross. The cross would be a
stone of stumbling to those who
stumble at the Word.

The last part of verse 11
is, in my estimation, the most
beautiful and affectionate part
of the knowledge we as saints
have of our God. Perhaps one of
the biggest concerns ofbelieving
parents is that their children
too are comprehended in God’s
covenant with them. They take
vows upon themselvesinthatre-
gard. They vow before God and
His church that they will to the
utmost of their power raise their
children in the fear and nurture
of God. They understand full
well that God does not choose
every child borninto the church.
Look at Israel in Isaiah’s day.
The vast majority of Israel were
Israel only in name. They were
not truly believers. These people
were fellow citizens with the
remnant—perhaps family and
friends. Butthey werenot God’s

sheep! But what did this say
to believing parents in Israel?
What great fears they must have
had. Would God cut them off in
their generations too, as he had
done with so many in Israel?

We who live in the last days
can appreciate the fear of these
parents! The temptations that
surround our children today
are so great! How can we be
assured that God will preserve
our children from judgment?
Indeed, some of our own children
have given in to temptation
and even now tread the path to
destruction. That bothers the
believing parent. It frightens
him or her. Will God forget us
in our generations? Cut us off
too? Behold your God! He is
the Shepherd of His sheep and
He will gather the lambs in His
arms and carry them in His
bosom. Beautiful! Those who
are His little lambs—the little
children of the church—He will
gather with His arm and carry
them. There is that arm of God
again! That powerful arm of God
endowed with strength and abil-
ity. That arm who is Christ.

Christ will gather His chil-
dren. As a shepherd carries
the little lambs when the way
is difficult or the enemy ap-
proaches, so also God protects
the little children of His church.
God exhibits a special care for
them. He holds them close to
His heart. He carries them in
His very bosom. He saves and
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leads and protects our children
too!

There are also ewes in the
flock, female sheep who are
nursing those lambs. They are
caring for them. They are busy
in the home and family pouring
their all into raising those little
lambs. The shepherd recognizes
the need of these sheep too. He
does not force them to hurry
and march to the watering hole
or to green pastures. He lets
them take their time as they
nurse their lambs. These the
shepherd gently leads, that is,
with care and kindness. Jesus
knows our every need and He
shows God’s great love and
kindness by leading mothers
with special care. God knows
their needs too as they care
for the children of the church.
And God grants the necessary
strength and guidance that will
keep them safe as well. Do we
have any need to despair when
we know Him as the Shepherd
of the covenant?

III. The Sheep’s Trust

What words of great com-
fort these were! When nothing
but doom and destruction was
heard. When apostasy and un-

godliness were all around. When
everything seemed dismal and
bleak. To hear: Jehovah, the
faithful God of the covenant, will
come and will as a shepherd feed
His sheep. That gave strength
to go on. Indeed, comfortable
words. But would these saints
hearken to those words? Or
would they satisfy them for a
few days or weeks only to be
forgotten again. If that were
the case, if that is what they
would do, then the comfort given
would belost again. Everything
would go back to gloom again.
These saints would go back to
despairing! Isthat what we do?
Dowehearamessageofthis sort
and are comforted for a day only
to pick up our burdens again?
Then this Word of God will not
have much of an impact on us.

Sheep trust their shepherd.
They trust him implicitly. They
follow him and love him, trust-
ing that he will take care of
them. Dear believer, are we
of so little faith that we do not
trust that our good Shepherd
will take care of us? He is God.
Heisincontrol. All things work
together for our good! Fear not,
little flock! God has given us the
kingdom! Now trust!
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Dear radio friends,

Introduction

We have been considering
in our broadcasts a beautiful
chapter in the Bible: Isaiah 40.
In today’s broadcast we will be
studying together verses 12-14
ofthischapter. Theyread: “Who
hath measured the watersin the
hollow of his hand, and meted
out heaven with the span, and
comprehended the dust of the
earthinameasure, and weighed
the mountainsinscales, and the
hills in a balance? Who hath
directed the Spirit of the Lorb,
or being his counsellor hath
taught him? With whom took
he counsel, and who instructed
him, and taught him in the path
of judgment, and taught him
knowledge, and shewed to him
the way of understanding?”

Three rhetorical questions.
Isaiah places these three ques-
tions before the few believers in
Israel merely for effect, with no
answer expected. He uses them
in order to make his point. Who
is so absolutely powerful as your
God? Who is so absolutely wise
as your God? The answer to
these questions is implied. No
one! These questions are asked
in order that the elect remnant

in Israel would be forced to be-
hold their God. That God is the
Shepherd of His covenant who
loves and cherishes His people
as a shepherd his sheep. He
protects His people from their
foes and carefully leads them
by His Word and Spirit. This is
what we considered last week in
the verses that precede our text
here in verses 12-14. Today, we
will find out just how powerful
and wise our Shepherd is.

Before considering the three
questions of this passage of
God’s Word before us, we ought
totakenote of the simple, earthy
examples used. The prophet
does not become involved in a
lofty, philosophical dialogue
about the attributes of God. He
is not speaking here in abstrac-
tions. He does notlaunch offinto
some deep theological discourse.
Isaiah uses something very real
to every one of us to get his
point across. Look at God as
He reveals Himself to us into
His creation. It does not take
anything more than to behold
God by means of the works of
His hands. So we behold God
today through the spectacles of
creation.



