THE REFORMED WITNESSHOUR

June 2, 2013 In the Beginning God Cred&iedriage
No. 3674 Rev. Carl Haak

Dear radio friends,

The truth of marriage is always urgent. Always thgh of marriage needs to be preached and
taught. There has never been a generation thatrhairiage highly enough. There has never
been a generation that honored marriage as a mstiyution of God. How much more is that the
case with our present generation?

There is a deep chasm between the biblicdh tof marriage and the world’s view of
marriage. And the difference is gargantuan. Oge & the age of living together, of
homosexuality, of take-it-or-leave-it marriage,wfinhibited sexual intercourse. Our age holds
marriage as given by God in contempt. The biblinath and vision of marriage is ludicrous to
most people today.

This was also the case in Jesus’ day. Wlesns] in Matthew 19, gave a glimpse of the
magnificent view God has willed for the marriagésdHis people, the disciples responded and
said to Him in verse 10: “If such be the case witman with his wife, it is better not to marry.”
That is, Christ’s view of marriage was so enormgusfferent from what they had been taught
that they could not imagine that it was a goodghi\nd so it is, unless you are given ears to
hear and hearts to understand.

If that was the case when Jesus lived, howhmmore is the magnificent and holy view of
Jesus for marriage unintelligible to the world ihigh we live. In our age, man’s idol is self.
The main doctrine of our age: do as you plead®e central worship of our age: entertainment.
The shrines of our age: TV and movies. And thestnsmught-after act: uninhibited sexual
intercourse. Such a generation will scoff at JeswsHis view of marriage when He teaches that
marriage is God’s bond, for life, of one man ane amvoman. They will find that message
unintelligible. And Jesus would say also to thengration: Not every one can receive this
saying, but only those to whom it is given: hettisaable to receive it, let him receive it (Matt.
19:11, 12).

We begin today a series on marriage, thelyaiBiod’s covenant, and living for the glory of
God. We begin by confessing that our own sin aifiskness so corrupts us that we need the
grace of God if we are to feel the wonder of Gqalispose for marriage. We need the Word of
God, by the Holy Spirit, to open our eyes. We niedgrace of God to change us.

We need that because, not only are we sibé@lye live in a world that uses the sacred word
“marriage” to refer to two men, or two women, jain@gether. It may well be only a short time
before there is the collapse of our society intdohasm, and the coming of the Antichrist. And
in that age we are called as Christians and ashtiech to proclaim the greatness and the glory
of marriage. But that greatness and that glorybayond our ability to feel and to understand
without God’s revelation in our heart, without tilemination and the awakening of the Holy
Spirit of Jesus Christ. We cannot know marriage; aannot live in marriage; we cannot live
godly lives in the family, without learning from @o We must sit at the feet of Jesus if we are to
know. God must set us free from this self-centef@dd-denying, lust-filled, sex-intoxicated



world. My prayer is that the Word of God alone ntlagn govern us and that Christ may give us
to see what God has created marriage and the faoilg.

You might say to me, “Well, pastor, yes, dah’t you understand? | need something more.
| need something more than just truth from the &ibl need to have my marriage fixed. | have
to have him changed. We need some practical hEfphgs are going downhill. It doesn’t work
just to bring us simple truths from the Bible.”

The grace of God, dear child of God, for ymd for me, begins with His Word. Jesus said
in John 17:7: “Sanctify them [make them holy, gihem power unto a holy life] through thy
truth: thy word is truth.” The foundations must laid within our hearts. The footings must be
placed within our souls. We must be given a pkacstand amid the winds of our age and our
own sinful flesh. We must come to the Word of Gédhd we must bow without reservation to
it.

| want to show you today that marriage wakead given by God in the beginning; that it is
an institution of God; and that it is God’s doing.

The institution of marriage for a male anéemale, till death do them part or till God do
them part, was God’s doing. God designed it. {Bsttuted it. And God gave it. He did that,
as recorded for us, in Genesis 2. This is the basic and foundational truth that can be said
about marriage. Marriage did not evolve by sociddarriage is not a cultural thing. Marriage
is not something that an old bygone age thoughingpnow we may discard. It is God’s doing
for man and for woman. The world rejects thate World scoffs at that. That is why they treat
marriage as they do. That is why news publicatijgnasnote with glee the latest divorce and all
the rest. Let this truth be impressed on our BeaMarriage is God’s doing, it is God’'s
institution.

First of all, from Genesis 1 and 2, we ledrat marriage is God’s doing because it was for
marriage that He created the male and the femaleGenesis 1:27, 28 we are told that God
made man, made us, male and female, in order thanight reproduce. We read: “So God
created man in his own image, in the image of Gedted he him; male and female created he
them. And God blessed them, and God said unto ftienis, unto the male and the female], Be
fruitful, and multiply.” But what was the relatiship of the male and female that they were to
have to one another in which they were to be tnbahd multiply? God explains that, beginning
in Genesis 2:18ff. He explains what His desigforsthe male and for the female. We read in
verse 18 that “the @rRD God said, It is not good that the man should beel| will make him an
help meet for him.” God says, “Solitude is not Mgsign. This is not good. | will create a
woman. | will create a help meet for him, a helgable for him, tailor-made, designed by Me
to complement the man, to complete him, to makefblinand to make him whole.”

Now note that God did not then just go anditdoBut as we read from verse 18 and
following, He caused the animals to pass, two by, thefore Adam (male and female), in order
that Adam could name them, and so that Adam caedtl is need of a woman—feel it in his
heart. We read in verse 20, after all the animalssed, “But for Adam there was not found an
help meet for him.” And God said, “I'm going to keasomeone for you. But I'm not going to
make someone unimportant. I'm not making for yoan, someone to use. I'm going to create
someone that is vitally important for you.” ThigsvGod'’s doing.

In verse 21 we read: “And thekD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he
slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closethefflesh instead thereof; and the rib, which the



LorD God had taken from man, made he a woman.” He rttalevoman from the man—not
from an animal, not an adaptation from an animaltfmm man, who was made in the image
of God, so that the woman equally stands in thegarat God. He made the woman from a rib
of Adam: the bones that protect his vitals, higrhe

Husband, the woman was not made from thelioae of the man, for you to trample over.
She was not made from your head-bone. She was fradeyour rib-bone, whereby you are
taught to love her as something near to your he@he is given to be as a protection to your
tender heart.

Then, when He made the woman, He broughtch&dam in marriage, verse 24: “Therefore
a man shall cleave to his wife and they two shalbhe flesh.” “And they were both naked ...
and not ashamed,” we read in verse 25. That isiag@: Everything led to marriage. Marriage
is God’s design. It is God’'s doing. He made thalerand the female in order that He might
unite them in marriage.

Second, from Genesis 2 we learn that marnageod’s doing in that He had the honor to
give Eve to Adam, the honor of a father. We readdrse 22: “And brought her [that is, Eve]
unto the man.” He did not hide Eve in the garded say, “Adam, go find her.” But He was the
first Father to give away the bride. “This is whatant for her,” says God. “This is what | want
for the woman. | want to give her to this man.”

In a profound sense God had fathered Eve vit(as His daughter. He enjoyed her, He loved
her, He cherished her. But, though she was Hisg&le her to this man in a relationship. He
bound her to him and called it marriage. He toek in His own arm and He gave her to the
man. He did not leave the woman “out there,” tot waasee what was going to happen. But He
gave her to a man to cherish.

We read in our wonderful form for marriagattis used in marriage ceremonies this: “That
God witnessed thereby that He doth, as yet withd#wa hand, bring unto every man his own
wife.” God did this. Marriage is God’s doing. Heought Eve to Adam and gave Adam Eve.
And God, ruling over all, brings to every man higenand to every wife her husband.

Third, marriage is God’s doing because it W&l who spoke what marriage was to be,
defined what marriage was to consist in. Verse“Pherefore shall a man leave his father and
his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: argytehall be one flesh.” Now who spoke the
words of verse 24 of Genesis 2? In verse 23 wa, rédand Adam said, This is now bone of my
bones, ...she shall be called Woman.” Is verse [Z&2h,ta continuation of Adam’s words? Is
Adam making the definition of marriage, that a nshall leave his father and mother? Is a man
saying this? The answer is, No. Verse 24 wasbudpoken in the Garden of Eden, at that
moment, by God. You mean in the sense that Gersetsie Word of God and God spoke all that
Word? Yes, but | mean specifically that Gsaddthat. Jesus, in Matthew 19, said that Moses
was the inspired writer of Genesis. And Jesusebetl that in verse 24 Moses was indeed
inspired to write, but he wrote down what God hadilaly spoken.

Listen carefully as | read Matthew 19:4,“&nd he answered and said unto them, Have ye
not read, that he which made them at the beginmade them male and female, and said, For
this cause shall a man leave father and mothershalll cleave to his wife.” Jesus there makes
plain that it was God who spoke the words that ind fn Genesis 2:24. It was almost like a
wedding ceremony. As a Father, He gave His daughte man. A man spoke a vow: “This is
bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh.” And tliewas God who joined them and said,



“Therefore shall a man leave his father and hishegtand shall cleave unto his wife: and they
shall be one flesh.”

Now the point is this: When it is said tlatnan, you, husband, shall cleave, hold fast to,
your wife, and you shall live with her and be ofesi, it wassodwho said that. Marriage is
God's design, God’s will, God’s institution, Godisdinance. Not ‘living together.” That is not
His ordinance. Not one flesh sexually first, odésof marriage, and then marriage. No. This is
God’s ordinance: He brings man and woman, hushaddwife, together in a vow before Him,
declares them married in His name, and gives theliwe intimately as one flesh.

Finally, we learn from Genesis 2 that mamiag) God’s institution because becoming one
flesh is a union God Himself performs. This is thest weighty part of it. Verse 24 speaks, in
the ultimate sense, not of what a man does in bexgpane flesh, but of what God does. | want
you to see that with me a moment. God has takeim fom Adam, made Eve, brought her to
him, and now He joins them as one flesh. And iftw to Mark 10:7- 9, we read: “For this
cause shall a man leave his father and motherclaaste to his wife; and they twain shall be one
flesh: so then,”Jesus says, “so then they are no more twain, lriflesh. What therefore God
hath joined together, let not man put asundersuggthere in Mark 10, is quoting from Genesis
2:24. To Him, Genesis 2:24 was the most impontanse in the Bible on marriage. It was the
foundation. And He says that becoming one fleskhiatGodjoins together.

When a couple speak their vows and consumthateunion sexually, it is not man, it is not
parents, it is not the pastor, who joins them,®atl. God joins in marriage. And because it is
God who joins them in marriage, Jesus draws thesamve conclusion: “Let not man put
asunder.” What, therefore, God hath joined togetbeenot man put asunder.

Henceforth, husband and wife, when you areiety you go down life’s pathway together.
For God hath joined you, and God alone is the Ohe may separate you, which He does in
death. Marriage is God’s institution, God’s designone man and one woman unto death.

The world does not reckon with this. And tleristians in the Christian church today may
act as if they do not know it, as if they do nobknanything about this. But it is very plain.
God has spoken this plainly in His Word. It is Gelo joins a man to his wife and a woman to
her husband. God does this. It is His institutidhis God’s doing. He made them male and
female. He personally gave away the first brithe spoke the design and intention of marriage.
And He Himself united and joins us in marriage. rivéage is from God.

That is foundational. That is the most imtant thing for you to understand in your heart as
you bow before the living and the true God, thehBabf Jesus Christ. You must know this and
it must be an awesome thing to you. This must Iperaonal thing to you. You must stand
before God with submissive faith. This is mostesaly. Marriage is of God. Your marriage is
of God. He has joined you together. Let not mai gsunder. It is His doing, great and
marvelous. His works are perfect. His works angght out in wisdom, say the Scriptures. So it
is with your marriage.

This is comfort. If God has done it, willtnde aid you? Will not He stand by to aid and to
assist His own work? Will not He draw near to arhéhat seeks first simply to honor Him and
to reckon with Him in His works? Oh, He will swyadive you grace. Honor your marriage as it
is in truth from God. And God will honor you widtbundant grace in your marriage.

Let us pray.



Father, we thank Thee for Thy Word, and waeyghat the Word may be the foundation of
our life, the Word firmly planted in our hearts aswlils. Bring it forth to the glory of Thy name
and to our own comfort and need. In Jesus’ namegiA
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June 9, 2013 God’siDedor Marriage
No. 3675 Rev. Carl Haak

Dear Radio Friends,

Last week we began a series of messages on theofrotarriage and the family for the glory of
God. We began that series by looking into Gen2si8-24, which is the most foundational
passage in the whole Bible on the truth of marriagée noted that the truth of marriage is
urgent—urgent especially for us in this generatwhere God’s works and God'’s institutions are
held in contempt by the world of unbelief, and ihi#h God calls us as the disciples of Jesus
Christ to hear and to receive His living Word.

If you recall, last week we saw from Genexithat marriage is God’s doing. That is, it is
God's institution. It is God’s institution becauygest of all, it was God who made them male
and female—man and woman. Why? In order that kfghtninave a marriage. Second, we saw
that it was God'’s institution because He persongdlye away the first bride, He brought Eve to
Adam and gave her to him. Third, we saw that i$ Wd’s doing because He spoke the design
of marriage. He defined what marriage was to Genesis 2:24—A man shall leave father and
mother (it shall be a primary relationship in lif@yd shall cleave to his wife (that is, he shall
hold dearly to his wife) and they two shall be dlesh. And, finally, we saw that marriage was
God’s doing because God Himself is the One whoesrdtind joins us in marriage. Jesus said,
when He expounded on Genesis 2:24, “What theré&ba hath joined together.” Those words
were Jesus’ exposition upon the words, “they dbalho more twain but one flesh.” Jesus says
that that means that God joins them together.nbetnan, then, put asunder.

Now today we want to continue in this seaad note the description of the marriage-bond a
bit more carefully and then emphasize exactly wbadl's intention was with marriage, that is,
that it be a display of what is closest to His hear

First of all, then, we note that marriagedescribed by God in Genesis 2 as having these
three elements. 1) According to God’s Word, mageias the union of a man and a woman:
“And the rib, which the brRD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brieg unto
the man” (v. 22). Same-sex marriages, the relatignsexually of man and man, woman and
woman, is sin as defined by God. And to use thelVimarriage” to describe that relationship is
to blaspheme God.

The apostle Paul teaches us in Roman 1:26h&7 when man rejects God and makes
himself out to be God or makes his own god, thed @asses a just judgment upon man. And,
according to Romans 1:24, part of that judgmer®ofl upon men who set themselves to reject



Him and will not bow to Him is this: “God gave theup to uncleanness through the lusts of
their own heart to dishonor their own bodies betwtem.” He gives them over to immorality.
A forsaking and turning away from the true Godisted with the judgment of immorality—the
lust of sinful flesh breaks out. And then thattlagsinful flesh is also judged by God. This is
what the apostle Paul says in verses 26, 27: thisr cause God gave them up unto vile
affections: for even their women did change theumsh use into that which is against nature:
and likewise also the men, leaving the naturalaigee woman, burned in their lust one toward
another; men with men working that which is unseenaind receiving in themselves that
recompence of their error which was meet.”

Marriage, as defined by God, is the unioa aian and a woman. Same-sex marriage is a sin.
It is not the only sin in the world. It is not thapardonable sin. It is a sin that the gospdestis
Christ calls men and women to forsake, to turn freancast aside, and then to bow in humble
repentance before God and the Savior Jesus Christ.

2) We learn that marriage, according to wha, is intended by God as the lifelong bond of
a man and a woman until severed in death. Jesiisasenan shall leave his father and mother
and cleave to his wife. That is what Jesus satl @od said in the beginning. He shall cleave,
that is, he shall hold on to, his wife. God did oee the plural. He did not say wives. He used
the singular. Two wives for one man is one too ynaA man can love all of his children
equally much, but he can love only one woman ana.t

And Jesus drew the conclusion from GenedisaP, since God joins a man and a woman
together, only God can sever them. It was Jesus sad, “Let not man put asunder.” Man
severs that union. But Jesus says: “Let not mamgunder.” So we read in the Word of God in
Romans 7:2-4 that a woman is bound by the law tdhbisband as long as he liveth; but if he be
dead, she is free from that law.

Marriage is a lifelong bond. It is a lifelprbond of a husband and a wife, a man and a
woman, until death, as we are going to see ingustoment, because marriage is a picture of
God’s faithfulness to us His church.

3) We learn that marriage, according to Gab¥sign, is the primary bond or relationship in
life. A man (Gen. 2:24) shall leave his father amather. Not that the relationship of parent and
child, father and son, mother and daughter is oBart when God says “shall leave his father
and mother,” he means in the sense of what isdidtprimary. God intends that marriage be a
union that is first and primary in our life. Ndie guys that you used to hang out with, not
focusing on someone else who is going to supplyr y@motional needs and would be so
understanding, but your husband and your wife. tWweof you are in that primary bond of life.
Your marriage is primary—something that identify@si, something that you are to care for first.

Why? Why did God do all of this? Why did ¢soreate and why did God give marriage?
The answer is: His own glory! Marriage was givgnGod, as all things were made by God, for
one purpose: God’s glory. He made all thingsHis own glory. “For of him, and through him,
and to him, are all things: to whom be glory faéRom. 11:36).

But how is marriage for God’s glory? Thewasto that question is: marriage is for God’s
glory because marriage is the bond that displaydsJmeautiful covenant. In Genesis 2:24 God
is speaking of a union: a man shall be joined uUnmsowife and they two shall be one flesh. A
man shall cleave to his wife.



What kind of relationship is this? Is thi®@50 relationship between a man and a woman?
Why are they to hold to one another? Why can tle@ywalk away from this? Why cannot they
go from spouse to spouse to spouse? Why is aguditeg? And why may not marriage be rooted
in romance? Why can you not fall in and out ofdand fall in and out of marriage? Why is
marriage a lifelong bond? Because marriage isngbye God to point to something far deeper,
something true about Himself. It points to som&ghimore permanent, far more glorious! It
points to a sacred covenant that God makes witHisigpeople in Jesus Christ. Our marriages
are sacred covenants. They are commitments tcheretite storms of life together because we
are called in our marriages to reflect God anddgimmitment and covenant toward us.

This becomes very plain in the apostle Paubsds in Ephesians 5:31, 32. In verse 31, as
Paul has been speaking about marriage and thegallia husband and a wife, he, too, quotes
from Genesis 2:24: “For this cause shall a maunddas father and mother, and shall be joined
unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.hndAhen in verse 32 he adds: “This is a great
mystery [what | have been talking about—this jogniof a man and a woman]: but | speak
concerning Christ and the church.”

Now that is the most staggering and profotimidg that could ever be said about marriage.
In other words, marriage is patterned after Clistbmmitment to His church. When God
created man in the beginning as male and femaldendyht them into a union called marriage,
He was patterning that after Christ and His britée, church—not the other way around. God
did not first make marriage and then say, “Well,-tmam, how illuminating it would be if |
would pattern My relationship in Christ toward Mggple after this marriage. I'll pattern Christ
and the church after what | have done here in gggnining.” No! That isotthe way it is! But
God said, “It was first Christ and the church.isltfirst Me, in My love to My elect in Jesus
Christ. That is first. And now I'll make marriage reflect that.”

It was first Christ (Rev. 13:8), who was sl&iom the foundation of the world. It was first
God's eternal grace flowing through Jesus Chrigb utis elect, before there was an Adam,
before there was an Eve. And, in His own heaxahbse this is who He is (He is faithful, He is a
God of covenant faithfulness), He designed marr&dtgr the very relationship that abides in His
eternal breast and heart toward us in Christ.

So, your marriage exists for the glory of Gdab you know why God gave you a wife? Do
you know why God gave you a husband? To displagtheéoworld the truth about the faithful
love of God—that is why. God brings us together first of all for ourselves. Of course we
enjoy blessings from the hand of our God and CredBait God brought us together, first of all,
to display His Son’s grace and love to His churcbod called us together in this bond of
marriage in order that He might display Christ'srd&cing for His bride, in order that He might
display His own precious love, in order that He Imighow that Christ loves with a forgiving
love and never forsakes His own bride. The higpagbose for marriage is to put the covenant
relationship of Christ and the church on displajobe the world, so that others may see it in
concrete terms and reality.

The world does not know this. But this is thuth. This is why marriage exists. And if you
are married, this is why you are married: to iflehrist and the church.

Staying married is not, first of all, aboutuyself. It is not first of all about staying iove.
It is not first of all about the other person.isitabout keeping covenant as long as we both shall
live—till death us do part. Good vows. Those jreper vows at the time of your marriage.



Why do we say that? Because the vow that Christent@ us when He died for us and by His
grace brought us to Himself, that vow is uncondgiloand He is faithful. And we say, “Lord, |
want to reflect that in my marriage.”

Marriage is lifelong because the one mostafale thing in all the world that we must show
(we were created and saved to show it) is theftdilove of God. In times of distance from
your wife, in times of backsliding, this is whereyrheart must be pricked. Christ keeps
covenant with me. Do we see how serious, how da¢rew solemn is our marriage? God is
saying, “You are married in order that all the wlonhay know that | am faithful. That all the
world may know that Christ loves the church.”

Well, there is a lot of application here. e€fé is application for young adults and for
teenagers. You need to prepare yourself for ngeriaYou prepare yourself for marriage not by
the last fling as a single person. You do not gregyourself by buying all kinds of things. You
do not prepare yourself for marriage by lookingmalvies or pornography. You may be assured
that if you do that, you have sowed the seedswhigtapart from God’s grace, destroy your
marriage and bring untold bitterness into your soul

No, you prepare for your marriage when deaprdin your heart you live right now faithful
to God. Faithful to God in your body, faithful @od in your thoughts. Girls, does that young
man love God? Well, he says he does, you say. BHKe faithful to God? Well, what do you
mean? What does he do with you and what does hetaao with you? Is he faithful to God?

Those who are married—sometimes we want thueck fix.” We find that our hearts are
filled with agony, and it seems as if we cannotwradt for yet another moment. We find out
thatgettingmarried was easy. Itsgyingmarried that can be very hard and seem imposkible
us. God’'s Word is the power to change us. Andayphat this seed of God’s Word may land,
by the Holy Spirit, on the heart of a little boy gk years old or a little girl of nine or a teerag
of fourteen or nineteen or a woman of thirty-thoedifty-two or eighty. Here is the Word of
God: Marriage is about covenant keeping. It isudlshowing the faithful love of God. That is
what it is about. That is what God calls you to do

May God put grit into our souls—spiritualtgriso that we are not blown away by the billboards,
by the Internet, by the movies of this world, bloattin Christ we know a faithful love of God,
personally, as sinners—the wonderful, faithful lasfeGod to us, so that we are committed in
marriage to show a faithful love of God to eaclhegtso that when the wind comes and the tornadoes
of trouble blow, we are not blown away. Thoughl tekak loose, we are committed to love
faithfully even as He loved us. To our passiorgstarour lusts, to our feelings and to our rights,
say, “You are not my God! My rights? What is tiyiWhat about me? You are not God. Me is not
God. God is my God. Covenant is my life. Godnsdisplay in my marriage. The God who does
not forsake me. The God who takes me back in tepea.”

May God give us grace in our marriages. @ayl give us grace in this culture that destroys
marriage, in this self-exalting land. May we notbdown at the shrine of our desires and our
own emotions. But may we bow down at the foot bfi€ and ask: “Lord, give me a marriage
that displays what it means that Christ loves tmgrch. Give me a marriage that wants first to
show Thy glory, a marriage as it was intended bgeTim the beginning.”

Let us pray.



Father, we thank Thee for Thy precious Wairtj we pray that it may be a good Word to
our heart, that it may be a balm of healing, ooremitment, that we may focus now more
clearly upon our calling. For, Lord, we are simeAnd we get off the track. So many things
become so vitally important, especially our owrhtgg to us. May we rather cast our rights aside
and say that we have but one blessed privilegesha# show forth Thy faithful love. Grant it
in Jesus’ name, Amen.

THE REFORMED WITNESSHOUR

June 16, 2013 God’s Rule of ConducMarriage
No. 3676 Rev. Carl Haak

Dear Radio Friends,

In the last two weeks we have looked at the tr@itinarriage from the book of Genesis, the book
of the beginnings. And we have learned that theee two foundational truths concerning

marriage, two truths upon which marriage stands riist sink the roots of our faith deep into
these two truths.

The first is that marriage is God’s doingislGod’s institution. When you are married, God
did that. God united you in a covenant of mardag@ee man, one woman—until death. We
learned from Genesis 2 that God made man, and Gade nthe womafromthe man and
brought the womato the man and said, “Therefore shall a man leavéalier and mother and
cleave to his wife.” Jesus made the point mosirbe that marriage is God’s doing for life,
when He spoke these words in Mark 10:6-9: “Fréwa beginning of the creation God made
them male and female.” Then He quoted from Ger&&4, “For this cause shall a man leave
his father and mother and shall cleave to his vafej they twain shall be one flesh. So then,
they are no more twain but one flesh. What, tloeeefGod hath joined together, let not man put
asunder.” Hear those words. Think about thosedsv@rom the mouth of Jesus Christ: What
God hath joined together. Marriage is God’s doiigery marriage is God’s doing. God joins a
man and woman into one. So marriage is God’stutiin.

Secondly, marriage is also God’s display.d@as a purpose for marriage. That purpose is
His own gracious covenant with us in Jesus Chustloord. Marriage is God’s showcase, or
God’s model of Christ and the church. That was '&quirpose, or God’s design, God’s
intention in giving marriage. God always has gpoge in all of His works. And the purpose of
all of God’s works is to reveal something about B@f. The apostle Paul makes this point
most clear in Ephesians 5:31, 32 when, quotingraffam Genesis 2:24, he says, “This is a
great mystery"—namely, that a man shall leave &ikdr and mother and shall cleave unto his
wife—“but | speak concerning Christ and the churcln other words, when God gave the
union of one man and one woman in marriage, joittggkther, holding fast to each other,
joined in vows and sexual union, God was portraysagnething. He was portraying the
covenant of Christ and the church. God’s intention marriage is that it be a model, a
showcase, of Christ and the church. That liftsrrage out of the sewer of the sitcoms and it
elevates it to the clearest sky of God’s purposk@ary. That spells out what married people
are to be. Our calling as husband and wife isispldy the covenant, the faithful, forgiving



grace of God to each other; to mirror to the wavliat it means that Christ and the church are
united in a perfect bond of love and peace.

Marriage, therefore, is pointing to somethiglgrious and eternal. Marriage itself, said
Jesus, will pass away. In Matthew 22:30 the Laid ¢hat in the resurrection, that is, in eternal
life and glory, they neither marry nor are givennmrarriage. Marriage passes away because
marriage now is intended to point to something.d Avhen that something comes, the model
vanishes. What it points to is Christ and the chursomething that endures throughout eternity
and will be perfected when Jesus returns.

Marriage, then, is God’s doing. God marnedi. And your marriage has God’s intention
that it be a model of what is closest to His he#ne union of Christ and the church.

Now, if marriage is to be this model of Chiasd the church, then marriage must be based
upon forgiving grace. The most crucial, centrahghto practice in marriage is the forgiving
grace of God. For how is it that Christ is martedhe church, to us? How can that marriage
possibly work? The answer is: forgiving graceo &ir marriages are to be a display, a
showcase, of God'’s forgiving grace.

This is how the apostle Paul puts it in Cslass 3:12 and 13: “Put on therefore, as the elect
of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kis$nehumbleness of mind, meekness,
longsuffering; forbearing one another, and forgivione another, if any man have a quarrel
against any: even as Christ forgave you, so atsged” The code of Christian conduct is not
based, says the apostle, on how others treat yourdther, as Christ has done to you, so you are
to do to others. The code of Christian conductasfairness as we would interpret it. It is not
“Well, it's my turn now.” That is not the code Ghristian conduct. But as Christ did to you, so
do you to others—in every relationship of your life

Now marriage is not, “Well, as he did to ni#,do back to him.” Or, “If that's the way
she’s going to be, I'll show her!” No, you may nobk to your spouse, to see how your spouse
has acted, in order to determine how you are gargpehave and act. But, as Christ has done for
and to you, so are you to do to your spouse. terotvords, in marriage, you and | are to live
hour by hour in glad and humble experience of Gddigiveness of ourselves. That is the
vertical—whatGod has done fous. Then we are to reflect that, we are to mirrot,tiage are to
mimic that, we are to bend that out on the horiabrand we are to live hour by hour in humble,
joyful forgiveness and forbearance of one anotiMarriage, because it is to be the picture of
Christ and the church, is therefore the showcasedisplay before the world, of God’s forgiving
grace, when husband and wife forgive each othem eseChrist has forgiven them.

Are you on the brink today of horrific fegdis in your marriage, of resentment and anger and
bitterness? Have you fallen over the brink inte #fwfulness and hardness of unforgiveness and
bitterness? What are you going to do? What istheation?

Marriage is a heart issue. God says to Yy, child, sink the roots of your heart into My
forgiving grace. Remember what | have done for. ydand so do ye to your spouse.”

May that word of God speak to all of us iregvrelationship of our life. May it speak to
children and young people who one day are to bei@darthat their marriage may be built upon
that rock. And may it speak to us who are marribthrriage has a rule of conduct. The rule of
conduct in marriage is this: As Christ forgave ysoi also do ye.



The apostle, then, is saying to us that éxiactly out of the experience of what Christ irs Hi
mercy has done for us and how Christ bears witbresently and of His mercy and compassion,
that we are to conduct ourselves and we are ta teaspouse. Your relationship to God
is first.

And we need to begin by asking the questibn, | know that?” Do you know that grace of
God to you? Have you truly tasted it? Is it a endireory or is it a living experiential reality in
your soul? Is the reason for hurting relationshipgour family or in your church this, that you
do not know, you have not tasted, what God has flangou? Do you believe and experience
what God, by grace in Christ, has done for you? ybo embrace that wonder of pardon and
forgiveness? Do you treasure it? Is it amazibgphutely glorious? Is Christ all to you?

If that is the case, then we will want tosttbat in our relationships to others, and esphcial
in our relationship of marriage. You say, “But fmas you are talking today of marriage.
Doesn't this truth that we are to treat others BeSEhas treated us apply to every relationship of
life, not just married Christians, but teenagesgas they live with each other in the schools and
boys and girls and brothers in the Lord Jesus énciiurch—must we not always be showing
outwardly to others what we have received inwaafly{God? And the answer to that is Yes!
Always we are to show forth the grace that God $taswvn to us. But | emphasize marriage
because marriage is foundational. It is the rfarsi-lasting, the most intimate relationship, and
it is the picture of Christ and the church. Thawhy God gave marriage—to be a picture of
Christ and the church. Therefore, especially inryoarriage, practice your faith there! Do not
begin by practicing your faith first to the stranger first to the neighbor who does not live with
you. But practice that experience of pardon art@ithat you have received of Christ, practice
that first in your relationship toward those cldgesyou, toward your spouse.

Now, what has Christ done for us? Let ushsme Paul presented that in the beautiful epistle
to the Colossians. The apostle teaches us thastClas delivered us from the wrath of God
against our sin. In verse 6 the apostle speakhefwrath of God that is coming upon the
children of disobedience. That is where we stlris very important to start right there. Christ
has overcome the wrath of God against our sins.

We are tempted to think that our wrath and auger against our spouse are too big to
overcome. But we must see that the grace of Gedhiarcome something infinitely greater—
the wrath of God against our sins. And how was Wrath removed? Go back to Colossians
2:13, 14. We read, “And you, being dead in yonssind the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath
he quickened together with him, having forgiven wdiurespasses; blotting out the handwriting
of ordinances that was against us, which was contoaus, and took it out of the way, nailing it
to his cross.” The apostle Paul says that God tmak sins, our debts, the handwriting of
ordinances that were contrary to us, every infaacthat we have committed that cried out for
punishment—God took those infractions, that siml, set it aside by nailing it to the cross.

Now, you do not literally take sins and putal through them on a cross and fix them upon
a cross. The apostle means the nails that wererdthrough the hands and feet of Jesus and the
sufferings of Jesus upon the cross two thousan yew. Jesus bore all that was written against
us. All the sins, all the infractions of God’s pé® chosen in Christ—God nailed those to the
cross by pouring out the punishment those sinsrdegeipon His beloved Son.

The apostle says, “having forgiven you alliryrespasses.” This did not happen with any help
from you. You did nothing to remove your sins. uYdid not deserve this. God did that graciously



for you, before you were even born. Now make goresee personally this most wonderful of all
truths. Do not sail over it. Do not let it savlev your head. Do not have a hard heatrt to itd Gok

the record of all of our sins, and instead of hajdihem before our face and sending us to hell, He
put them in the palm of His Son’s hands and drowailahrough them into a cross.

Whose sins? My sins! Your believing wifgiss. Your brother’s sins. Jesus was punished
as the substitute of God'’s elect children. Yountdrbelieve that too strongly. What Jesus did
went beyond forgiveness. For the work of the crgsss beyond pardon. The work of Jesus
Christ was also righteousness. He obtained rigisteess for us. God required not only the
punishment of sin but also perfection. And Jesed Hoth to bear the punishment of our sin and
to obtain for us, by His perfect loving obedienaspotless righteousness before God.

So what has Christ done for me? God, owroimmeasurable love, gave His Son to bear
my punishment and perform all righteousness in fagg Through faith | know that right now.
| have His righteousness as accounted to be my divine. Bible itself puts it in such beautiful
terms. 1l Corinthians 5:21, “He hath made him &sdsin for us, who knew no sin; that we might
be made the righteousness of God in him.”

That is the foundation of marriage. Marriageto be built upon that truth, upon an
understanding of the grace of forgiveness. Clinast forgiven you. The glorious streams of
grace have fallen down from heaven upon dirtyjs®glfangry, bitter sinners—you and me—and
has cleansed us. And in the relationship of mgeriavhich is the model of Christ and the
church, which is supposed to be reflecting whatisthras done for the church, we are to take
that grace that has come to us and we are to reflatto our spouse. So the apostle says, in
Colossians 3: “Put on therefore, as the elect ofl,Gholy and beloved, bowels of mercies,
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsadferieven as Christ forgave you, so also do

ye.”

This is what it means. Let the measure of’&grace to you in the cross of Christ be the
measure of your grace to your spouse. That isuleeof conduct. Treat your spouse the way
Christ has treated you. As the Lord bears with, ymen so do you unto your spouse. The Lord
bears with you every day. Every day we fall faorstof His will. Indeed, the distance between
what Christ expects of us and what we achievefisiialy greater than what you expect of your
spouse and of what your spouse achieves. Chrgaye much more than we ever do. Christ
bears much more. Let this rule be the rule of yooamduct, whether you are married to a
believer or an unbeliever: the measure of Hisgtaane is to be the measure of the grace that |
show unto my spouse, and unto all those with whaonie into contact.

But you say, “Pastor, you tend to be a bgatiee when you talk about marriage. You talk
immediately about forgiving and forbearing. Ismiairriage also about romance and love? Can’t
we have a little more positive here? Where isldhe? Christ and the church, that is love, isn’t
it? Doesn’t Christ treasure the church? And ighére a book in the Bible (the Song of
Solomon) that makes us blush over how tender Clwigt doting over His wife, whispering
sweet things to her? Don’t you believe that aspé&hrist and the church should be modeled in
the Christian marriage?”

The answer is: | sure do! Marriage is tawe (male and female), humbling themselves in
faith, dwelling in love, seeking to please and mam®t another's needs. Yes, love. But | stress
that marriage models Christ and the church by shgwirst of all, forgiving grace. | stress that
because there is going to be sin in your marriagd (n all your relationships). In your marriage



there are going to be those idiosyncrasies, theseliarities, those habits that that person has
whom you married that simply get your goat. Litthéngs, maybe. Or big things—he doesn’t
talk, he doesn’t understand, he leaves his clahesound. You need a way to manage that.

Still more, | speak of forgiving grace beaauke way of forgiveness in Christ makes love
flourish. The hard and rugged work of forgivingdaenduring is what makes those affections
flourish when they seem to have died. Anger atigioiess and resentments can be so strong,
like a tempest in our soul. But then we are broughhe cross to see what we have done, and
that Christ has forgiven us. Then, even thoughane tempted to say that our love in this
marriage has died, when we are at the cross weearsnded again of the grace that God has
shown to us.

God is glorified when two very different péeptwo people who cannot live together, two
selfish sinners who have hurt each other, are hedntéfore what God has done for them, and in
the light of what God has done they forge a lifefathfulness, love, and tenderness, in the
furnace of their trials, relying upon Christ.

The Christian life must be lived under thadtw of the cross. The Christian marriage must
never stray from the cross of Jesus Christ. AssCforgave you, so also do ye. When you get
too far from the cross in your thoughts or in yexperiences, you are going to be in trouble in
your marriage. That is the battle. That is theufo The focus in marriage is not, first of dile t
other person. But the focus is this: What hasstdone for me? Do | know the grace of God?
That is sweet. That amazing, that knock-you-ofityteet (off your pride) free grace! Does that
huge truth fill our hearts? God has forgiven alt trespasses. He has taken the record of our
sins against us and nailed it to the cross. Dhe¢truth into your conscience.

Husband and wife, that truth must be gretatgrou than any problem in your marriage. And
if any problem in your marriage is a bigger thiogybur soul than what Christ has done for you
in His mercy, then the problem is that you do nodW, you do not experience personally, what
Christ has done for you.

Believe this word of God—this key to a happarriage.

The rule of conduct is this: What has Chidishe for me? When | bow before the cross and
see His amazing grace, that will awaken emotionaffettion. And as Christ has done to me,
so | will be resolved to do to my spouse.

Let us pray.

Father, we thank Thee for Thy good Word. Awelpray for the softening of our hearts and
the influences of the Holy Spirit upon them—that ofithe experience of Thy grace we may so
walk and so treat our husband or our wife that magne might be glorified in our marriage. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.

THE REFORMED WITNESSHOUR

June 23, 2013 A Dressl€tor Marriage
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Dear Radio Friends,

How do Christian married people treat each othéh&ir marriage? What is the rule of conduct
for them? Do they judge how they shall behave tdwheir spouse on the basis of how their
spouse behaves toward them? Do they say, “Wedhaifs the way he is, I'll be this way”? Or,
“Well, when she does this, then I'll think aboubsling some consideration”? No! The Bible
says that that is the thinking of the proud fle3ime rule of conduct for Christian married people,
as well as for all Christians, is that new and séelsway revealed in the Holy Scriptures. The
apostle Paul captures it in these words in Colassta13: “Even as Christ forgave you, so also
do ye.”

The rule of conduct in Christian marriagehiat the measure of God’s grace to me in Christ
must also be the measure of my grace and kindmesgnsto my spouse. Or put it this way: |
must consciously mirror the grace that God has shiowne in Christ to my spouse.

And if you ask, “Why exactly is that for mage?” then the answer of the Bible is that
marriage has been designed by God intentionallgetdhe picture of Christ and the church.
Marriage is the model. Marriage is the showcabtarriage is the mirror. Marriage is the
demonstration in this present world of what it nedhat Christ and the church are bound
together in an eternal, faithful covenant of lovel ggrace. In order to display what that means,
God has given marriage. Marriage is to be a pectdrChrist and the church. And because that
is so, the foundation of marriage and the standabnduct of all marriage in Christ's name is
that we are to treat each other even as Christréated us.

Now | was saying that the apostle Paul giisrule of conduct both to married people and
to all Christians in Colossians 3:12 and 13: “Buattherefore, as the elect of God, holy and
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humblenessid, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing
one another, and forgiving one another, if any rhawve a quarrel against any: even as Christ
forgave you, so also do ye.” The apostle Paulaging to us that when we know God’s
forgiving grace to us personally, then we will afedlow a certain “dress code,” we will be
anxious and desirous that there be a certain ingpiritual dress code that we will put on. He
says, “Put on therefore, as the elect of God...boveélsnercies.” What he says is very
beautiful. The words of this passage could welubed for a wedding meditation. He says, “Put
on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and belptedels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of
mind, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one agmthnd forgiving one another, if any man
have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgaueso also do ye.” Anyone who is married
can immediately sense the relevance of that passagerried life.

In effect, the apostle Paul is saying toths,first question you need to ask is: Who am 1?
Before you get dressed inwardly, before you dewitiat you are going to put on, what things
you are going to display in your life, you needagk the question. Who am | by the grace of
God? What moral, spiritual attitudes ought | todigplaying, based upon who | am in Jesus
Christ. So he says, “Put on.” And he tells us tmva need to put on: bowels of mercies,
kindness, etc. But before he gets to what we hayaut on, that spiritual wardrobe, he says:
“Put on thereforeas the elect of God, holy and belovedri other words, before | tell you what
to put on, first I need to tell you who you ardrsElook in the mirror and see who you are by the
grace of God—the elect of God, holy and beloveémBmber who you are.



Three glorious identities must be before efole we go to the spiritual wardrobe and pick
out what we are going to display or what we areago put on.

We must remember, first, that by God’s gnaeeare the elect of God, or the chosen of God.
“Put on therefore, as the elect of God.” That #hling, humbling doctrine. We are God’s
elect. This election, according to the Scriptutesk place before the foundation of the world,
when God chose us, out of mere grace, to belodgdas Christ. The apostle put it this way in
Ephesians 1: “According as he hath chosen usrm[m Christ] before the foundation of the
world [before God laid the foundation of the wortat, before He created, that is, before time
was], that we should be holy and without blame keefom in love: having predestinated us unto
the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himssitording to the good pleasure of his will.”
Solely by God’s pre-choice and free grace, notdagmn anything in us! Simply because God
would be gracious He elected those whom He would saJesus Christ.

The apostle Paul goes on to teach us in Ref@dhat this election was before we were born
or before we had done any good or evil, that thegse of God according to election would
stand, not of works, but of God who would call. t@timere grace God chose His children.

The apostle Paul treasured this. He sawathithe only source and spring of salvation. He
treasured it so that, you might remember, he geesoosay in Romans 8: “Who shall lay
anything to the charge of God’s elect?” The worafdseing invincibly loved by God, eternally
loved of God, graciously loved of God—Oh, what allihg and what a humbling doctrine!

The apostle says, “Put on as the elect of, Goly and beloved.” The word “holy” is a word
in the Bible that refers to something that is sefgt from the common and dedicated to the
special service of God. It is something that isageart for God. The Scriptures teach that God
chose us, He elected us, for a purpose. We raatiajmoment ago in Ephesians 1:4, that He
chose us in Christ “that we should be holy and etiblame before him in love.” According to
His eternal love, He pulls us out of the world, ofithe pit of sin. He works in our hearts the
new life of Jesus Christ, so that we might be s&teafor His use. Listen to what Peter says in |
Peter 2:9: “Ye are a chosen generation, a royesthrood, an holy nation, a peculiar peofhet
ye should shew forth the praises of hitmo hath called you out of darkness into his mianse
light.”

So it was not that we were first good andtl®d chose us out of the mob of sinners. No,
God called us out of His free grace. God madealg hGod cleansed us in Christ in order that
then we might be holy in Christ.

Then he says, “Put on, as elect of God, holy beloved.” Loved of God. God, the Maker
of the universe, the eternal and the perfect, gl beautiful God, has loved us merely out of
His grace. He willed to draw us unto Himself. steloved us that He gave His only begotten
Son that we should not perish but have everlasifieg

Now, husband and wife, all of us, we musttbé® we must savor this; we must get our life
from this; we must place our hope in this. By thercy of God we are the chosen, the holy, the
loved of God. And since that is who we are, or wi@have become by God’s mercy, on the
basis of that, get dressed. On the basis of pluaton bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness
of mind, meekness, longsuffering, forbearance,iveress. In other words, how does a chosen,
holy, loved child of God adorn himself? What indiaspiritual dress does he put on? How does
he want to appear from his life?



The apostle says that that dress can be atlvidto three wonderful groups, all three
possessing an inward and an outward.

The first is: bowels of mercies and kindne$hat is, the inward thing will be the bowels of
mercy, the external will be kindness. Bowels rdferone’s intestines or, literally, “guts” of
mercy. Bowels is where we feel our emotions. Vdg, SWe feel it in our guts, in our
stomach.” It means to be moved by the mercy of-6Gad’s great compassion for miserable
sinners. There is something stirring in you.slhot just a notion floating in your head. Ithet
mercy of God tane,filling me also with mercy, so that it comes ontkindness. When you
know the mercy of God, it will be reflected in &eliof kindness. That is how you will treat
people. Especially when you are shunned or whenaye hurt, you will be kind. Kindness in
the marriage, in the home. The feeling of meray indness toward your wife or toward your
husband.

Is it not strange that we can treat peoplédlgialmost anywhere else but not at home? The
Word of God is: “Husbands, sink your roots, bythaiinto the forgiving grace of Christ.
Become more and more a merciful person. Express ithdeeds of kindness. Battle that
unmerciful, sinful person inside of you who wantsget your hands around the neck of your
wife. Deal with her in kindness.” And wives, “Kigour roots into the mercies of Jesus Christ.
Fight that anger, fight that critical attitude,Higesentment, and show forth kindness.”

The next group is: humility of mind (thattiee inward) and meekness (that is the outward).
Inward humility of mind expressed in meekness. Hitynof mind is, literally, lowliness of mind.
It is the right concept of ourselves, so that we ot stuck on ourselves or full of ourselves or
proud. When we are lowly of mind, then we will eags that in meekness, which counts others
better than ourselves and wants those others @db@nced and sees ourselves as a servant of
them. That is meekness. That is what happens wheare lowly in Christ.

We are talking here of a miracle. This isaésolute miracle of grace. This is impossible—
to be meek, for us to get low, to esteem othereb#tan ourselves, to want them to be exalted
above ourselves! We do not want that accordingutosinful flesh. Even in those who are in
Jesus Christ, that sinful flesh rages. This iseasty. We say, “Well, let him have it. Look what
he did to me. I'll give her a piece of my mind!ow dare he....” Sink your roots into the gospel
of the grace of Christ. And if you are behavinghe manner | just mentioned, in that proud,
resentful way, repent! You need to have a rightdrabout you, a lowly mind, knowing the
mercies of Christ expressed in all meekness.

Then, finally, the apostle says, “Longsuffigri forbearing one another and forgiving one
another.” Longsuffering is patience. It meang thgou have a short fuse, you must get on your
knees and pray for a really long fuse. Jamesisagisapter 1 of his epistle that we must be slow
to anger, quick to listen, slow to speak. Angernimarriage-killer. Where does anger come
from in your marriage? What are the roots of rag&su say, “I'm so angry, | see red. | could
kill”” Anger is rooted in unbelief and in priddt is rooted in not embracing and treasuring the
gospel of Jesus Christ that I, by grace, am nows@hoholy and loved of God, and forgiven.
And it is sinful pride.

Jesus spoke, in a parable, of a man who wosmgven a great debt and went out and was
angry with his brother who owed him a little trifl@he man grabbed his brother by the throat
and cried out: “Pay me what thou owest!” Why Wwasso angry? You say, “Well, this is a guy
who obviously needs anger management classes. gdessues.” No, the Lord says that his



anger was based in this: He did not know whati$ vo be forgiven. He was proud before God.
That was the basis of his anger. He was proudé®&iod.

The apostle says to us today, “Christ hagi¥en you. You are the holy and the beloved of
God.” That solves a thousand issues in your ngeriand in your family or among your
teenagers and with parents. No, those issues shgtare solved are not issues that just fade and
go away or that all of a sudden are gone. It mélaasevery day you need to go back to the
cross and hear the word of the cross of JesustCHhtisertainly means that you and your wife
(husband) and family all need to go to church yehole life long, twice on the Lord’s Day, and
sit under the gospel of the grace of God and thescr But it means that every day, under the
gospel, under the cross, your problems becomeciesgplicated. And to the degree that you
distance your heart from the cross, to that degoee wife pays (or your husband pays) in your
marriage. And your marriage experiences strife land and anger and resentment and you hurt
each other. Why? Because you have allowed yoant,h&s a child of God, to be distant from
the message of the cross.

Under the cross, two children of God livedtiger and glorious things can happen. We begin
to behave toward each other like Christ.

The apostle emphasizes that, in a Christdikbavior in marriage, we will forbear one
another. Forbear is to endure. That certainlysdu# sound very romantic. You have to endure
your wife and you have to forbear your husband. lIWemember, first of all, that it is
something that Christ does all the time. In Luk&19 talking to His disciples, Jesus says, “O
faithless and perverse generation, how long shiaé Wwith you and suffer you [forbear you]?
How long shall | put up with this?” Forbearing asgrace that we will not need in heaven
because we will be perfect. But it is a grace thatneed now, and we need lots of it, because
we sin repeatedly. Enduring, forbearing one anetlbat is, stick in there, bear those sins, bear
those slights in kindness and in meekness, ev&hast to you.

You say that this does not sound very rone@ntiDo you remember what the definition of
love is according to God’s Word (I Cor. 13)? Labkp! You will find this description of love:
Bears all things, believeth all things, hopeththilhgs, endureth all things. Love never faileth.
Forbearing one another and forgiving one anothenes Christ hath forgiven you. The word
means “graciously give.”

Someone wrongs you, someone hurts you, saendisappoints you. He is in your debt.
You say, “I'll make him pay. I'll get the last wabr I'll mope and get my way and, oh, he’ll pay
for that (or she will pay for that!).” Do you let to yourself sometimes? Listen to yourself.
What are you saying? Where would you be todayhifist ever spoke to you that way? This is
like Christ; this is the purpose of your marriaties models Christ and the church: that you and
| say, “I will not treat my spouse badly becausdldir sins and annoying habits. | won't do
that. But | will treat them on the basis of whdiriSt has done for me.”

And then | will forbear, which means, yespdé sins and habits really bother me, but they
are not bigger than what | have done and what Chais done for me on the cross.

When you get married, you do not know whatilt be like in ten, twenty, or thirty years.
Our fathers crafted wedding vows that face realityhey crafted their vows with their face to
reality. This is the vow: “To have and to holdrfr this day forward; for better, for worse; for
rich or for poor; in sickness and in health; todoand to cherish till death us do part. And,
thereto, | pledge you my faithfulness.” How caryame vow that? This is how. Beneath the



shadow of the cross. Under the grace of God, kngwhat we are chosen, holy, and beloved of
God. When we know that we are forgiven by Chtistn out of that experience of His perfect
love we are ready to vow in undying love for ouogge.

Let us pray.

Father, we thank Thee for Thy Word, and waygor its blessing upon our spirits. Make our
hearts receptive to Thy Word. In Jesus’ hame, Amen

THE REFORMED WITNESS HOUR

June 30, 2013 Husbahdwe As Christ
No. 3678 Rev. Carl Haak

Dear Radio Friends,

God intends marriage to be the picture of Christ e church. God has created marriage to be
a model, to be a mirror, of something that is deaHim, of what He calls His covenant, a
covenant that He has made in the blood of His 8earwith His people in Jesus Christ. As God
loves His bride, the church of Jesus Christ, sasband is to love his wife. That is the burden of
the Word of God to us today.

We find it in Ephesians 5:25-27: “Husbandsge your wives, even as Christ also loved the
church, and gave himself for it; that he might séynand cleanse it with the washing of water
by the word, that he might present it to himsedl@ious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or
any such thing; but that it should be holy and withblemish.”

One reason why you cannot say too oftenrfatiage is to be the picture of Christ and the
church is that this reminds us that our marriagédsed on grace. Marriage is not 50-50.
Marriage is not, “Well, | will if you will.” But f we look at the relationship that exists between
Christ and the church, we find that it is, after all about grace. Christ chose the church by
grace, eternally, in election. Christ, by His powad faithfulness, preserves the church. Christ
obtained the church by His own blood. Christ padsthe church and made the church His own.
And He will perfect the church by grace. We do deserve any of this. Salvation is all of His
grace.

So marriage is based on grace. The defimitib marriage would be this: Two sinners,
knowing the grace of Christ to them, and now bofordife, showing each day grace that they
have tasted from God.

In the last weeks we have emphasized thats@wdce gives us as a husband and as a wife to
forbear and to forgive their spouse the annoyimgsighcrasies, the sins, and the weaknesses that
become apparent in married life. Grace gives wbgy what we find in | Peter 4:8: “Above all



things have fervent charity among yourselves: doarity shall cover the multitude of sins.”
Grace gives a husband and wife the ability to together in marriage.

The emphasis on forgiving and forbearing iarmage is, after all, at the very center of our
calling in Jesus Christ —whether married or unneakrmale or female, young or old. Jesus said
in Luke 6:29: “And unto him that smiteth thee & tone cheek offer also the other; and him
that taketh away thy cloak forbid not to take tlmatcalso.” He said further (v. 35), “But love ye
your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping fdningtagain; and your reward shall be great,
and ye shall be the children of the Highest.” Nbthat is the general rule for the Christian (we
are to return good for evil), how much more in marriages!

These commands of God in Jesus Christ tarregaod for evil do not stop when one gets
married. Marriage is an opportunity given by Godekercise that grace. In marriage we must
find a way, standing before the cross, to maintawvenant-keeping love and forgiveness. But
the grace of God does more. That is good newsdan the married state.

The grace of God gives us to do something &tswell. Not only does the grace of God give
us the power to forgive and to endure when we belibat we have been sinned against, but it is
also the power to change. It is also the wondgx@wer to stop sinning. The apostle Paul could
say in | Corinthians 15:10, “I am what | am by t@ce of God.” He was@angedman, by
the grace of God! Christ's grace to the churchygahe bride, changes us. If you look at the
text that | read in Ephesians 5 you will note ttinet apostle says that Jesus “might sanctify and
cleanse [the church] with the washing of watertmyword.” In other words, the grace that is in
Jesus Christ changes the church.

If the emphasis on grace in our marriagesevgerly that we are called to forgive and to
forbear, you might get the idea that | am sayingheoried people, on the basis of God’s Word,
“Well, there is little hope. You just have to g with this. Marriage is ‘grin and bear it.”” No
there is more. Grace sanctifies, that is, makés Hérace changes. By the grace of God, before
the cross we begin to learn how to live pleasinGéal in marriage. In fact, if you read chapter 5
of Ephesians, you will find that tiveholechapter is talking about the transforming powke, t
renewing power, of the grace of God in Jesus Christ

Therefore, husbands and wives are indeecetministers of the grace of God one to the
other. We are, then, as a husband and wife, tooseecalling to be to help each other, to
conform each other more and more to Christ andltiiech. The words “You can’'t change him”
are not true. Well, it is true in the sense gfmtdo not have that power. But it does not mean
that husbands and wives are simply to be stuckad patterns of behavior. We may be
instruments of God’s grace to each other—to chaagh other.

In other words, marriage is not simply: ttine other cheek. But as Christ loved the church,
so must be our marriages. God’s grace and womhnctify us in our Christian life.
Wedo, while never becoming perfect, mature in faith. &so in marriage. Marriage is the
place where we are called to grow in grace. Mgeig not a static union. Marriage is an
institution in which God will produce change, in ialn we are to grow up spiritually. We are to
learn tostopsome of those foolish, selfish, sinful things that do, hurting each other. You do
not just keep on doing them.

Yes, there must first be the grace to forgiVéat is the foundation. If we do not begin ther
then it will not work. If we do not from the heddrgive, then all of our efforts to change the
other person in marriage will sound like an ultiomat “If you don't..., then I'm out of here.”



No. That is not Christ and the church. We do lmetome His by our obedience, but by His
blood. And when He, our husband, calls us to ceatigen that call is the fruit of His wonderful
grace. Because He forgives us, His grace makes&nsto be pleasing to Him, to change from a
sinful way to a way that is pleasing to Him. letfathe Christian experiences a burning desire to
put away his sins and be like Christ.

Is marriage, then, to be the picture of Ghaisd the church in which we exercise forgiving
grace? Yes, but a grace to be conformed, to chargkto be instruments of change in each
other so that we become what is pleasing to Him.

So husbands, love your wives, even as Calsstloved the church.

The whole passage in Ephesians 5 impressdsusioands that they are consciously and
deliberately, out of an obedience and allegianc&ad, to conform their actions and attitudes
after Christ. God is saying something very sintpdee. “Husband, you have to mirror to your
wife what Christ is to His church.” The comparigons through the whole passage. We read in
verse 23: “For the husband is the head of the,wifen as Christ is the head of the church.”
Then, later on, we read that we are to nurturecdsiish our wiveas Christ the churchAnd
the apostle makes it very plain in verse 32 thHahal he is saying about marriage has to do with
Christ and the church. That means, husbandsthbatne thing that you must do is to drink in
Christ. If you are to be a good husband, you nmsterse yourself in Jesus Christ. With the
apostle Paul, as he says in Philippians 3, you mmast one holy passion: “That | might know
him, my lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

Now, you do not get yourself immersed in Ghim front of the television night after night.
You do not get that by looking inside of yourselfut you get that in this blessed book called the
Bible, and in its blessed doctrines, its beautifuths.

Let me give you a few suggestions of passa&gesake your meditation, your study, your
intense, heartfelt quest to understand.

Look into Colossians 1, especially the pasdagpinning after verse 15, where Christ and the
church are so beautifully explained for us. LooloiHebrews 1, where Christ is taught to be the
express image of God. Read Proverbs 8. Make ding 8f Solomon in the Old Testament an
object of your study. And spend some time with &pains 5. Pour over such passages and ask
God to make you know Christ, to walk with Christ,abey Christ, to be like Christ to your wife.

Now when | say that we are to be like Chigsbur wives, immediately | want to guard that
statement from an abuse. | will not play into kia@ds of an attitude that is shown toward wives,
an attitude of a small-minded, selfish, controllingsband who takes that statement “be like
Christ” to mean: “She had better be what | wdnuill change her to suit me.” When you hear
the words that you must be like Christ to your witeshould not register in your mind as a lever
and as a place of great prominence over her sonthatshe has to be what you want. But it
should make you tremble.

The apostle says, “Husbands, love your wage€hrist. Be as Christ.” But he does not say,
“You are Christ.” “As” does not mean that in every way yane like Christ. You are not. We
are not—as husbands. Christ is infinite. Chisperfect. Christ is omnipotent. And we are
not. Christ is infallible. Christ is sinless. dnmve are not! The goal that we have as a husband
is that our wife serve Christ.



Love your wife as Christ loved the churchheTword “love” here is a reference to the pure
and the holy love of God in Jesus Christ. It isl@aving together. It is a faithfulness to be
together in holiness. We find this statement inoSsians 3:14, “And above all these things put
on charity [love], which is the bond of perfectn&s€harity, or love, is a bond in holiness.

Now note with me that God gives it as a comeha“Husbands, love your wives.” In other
words, love is not primarily, or first, a feelingut it is a grace that God gives to us when we are
born again. The apostle John says in | John 4d78arme that loveth is born of God. To love
means that you have been given, in your heart,rhgeg to know the amazing love of God to
you, a faithful love that will not let you go, anfinite love, that He gave His own Son for your
foul sins. Love, now, your wife, as Christ lovéet tchurch.

To do that means that you will, by faith, seer wife as God sees her. You will see her as
she is chosen in love and is given God’s Son tofalieher, so that God will hear no charge
brought against her as to any condemnation. Ydlusee your wife as Christ sees her—Christ
working in her, Christ placing her close to you.islby faith to see that God in His all-wise and
infinite love gave your wife and your children towy And they are perfectly right for you.

This love is an exclusive love. Love youfenvas Christ loved the church. Christ loved only
the church. He says in Isaiah 43 and Jeremiahn83naany other places of Scripture, “You
alone are my love. You are my fair one. | havesem you out of all the world to be my own.”
So when you as a man say “I love you” to the dgudttyou marry on your wedding day, then that
love is not simply a rush of emotions in a darktspdut you are saying, “God has given me to
know His love. And you, my wife, you alone, wikign in my heart. Without you | am not
complete. | will give my life for you. My thoughtmy heart, my body. | will protect you, | will
guard you from evil.”

This love is a self-denying love. That ie thost amazing part of this. “Husbands, love your
wives as Christ loved the chur@nd gave Himself for her.”In His love, Jesus, our eternal
husband, died on a cruel tree, a cursed tree ofa@alin order that we, foul sinners, might be
His forever and ever. The debt and the filth of ss, which called out for our damnation, He
took that upon Himself. He died. The Scripturesldre (I Pet. 3:18) that it was the Just One
who died for the unjust, that He might bring us3od. The apostle Paul says in Galatians 2 that
the Son of God loved me agdve Himself for meHe emptied Himself. He took on Himself
the awful death and the punishment that is due ¢0 Mis love for us was unfathomed,
immeasurable, unending, uncaused by us. He didometus because we loved Him. No, we
love Him because He loved us.

Now, as a husband, you must love your wif€hsst loved the church, by dying to yourself,
by seeing your life expendable for her spirituabd@nd growth. It means that you go to work
10-12 hours a day perhaps to support your fami§hen you come home, you are tired! But to
love your wife means that you listen to her. Yalktto her. You hug her. You care for her.
You pray with her. You encourage her. You cours®l You comfort her. Because she is
more important to you than yourself.

And when we get beyond the romance of that,vae realize after awhile, that “I am not that
way. | can not do that. And, besides, my wifenas always the kind of person who makes it
very easy to do those things,” then we get on aerek and we listen to God, to the God who
made us, the God to whom we belong. Marriage, yoauriage, is to be a picture of Christ and



the church. Love her as Christ loved the chub.like Christ in this aspect, that you love her
with a self-denying, sacrificial love.

This is the most radical thing that the godpes to say to a Christian man, to a Christian
married man. You love by dying to yourself. Te thnbelieving world, that is a conundrum.
They cannot figure that out. But it is no riddtethe child of God who stands before the cross.
We are to love. And then we understand that tkie tbat we are to show always comes at the
cost of our own self and our own pride. This ia@ly what offends men. The gospel goes into
all the world—into the United States, into Indiafa Asia, into Africa—and we hear that all
cultures are equal and that we must leave theseresilalone. No, they are not. In Africa and
Asia and the United States women are viewed aeslavy the pleasure of men. And the
Christian gospel comes into those cultures andradiuts those cultures and says, “Man, you are
to love her by dying to yourself. And find youe#&sure in the cross of Jesus Christ. How do
you approach a woman? You must die to yourselbu Yhust seek to lead, direct, counsel,
comfort her in such a way that she grows up intollmed Jesus Christ. You are a servant to
her.”

May God give us to know what it means to loue wives even as Christ loved the church.
May He give us to know that out of a rich experent His grace—to know the love of Christ to
us, to one so undeserving. And may God give usdasure our love by the sufferings of Jesus
Christ. May our love, then, for our wife be a vblmave (that wetell her); a thoughtful love; a
strong love in Christ that provides for her proitt For the church is certainly safe in the love
of Jesus Christ. The church never need doubbthedf Jesus.

And may our love for our wives be practicMaybe you come home and you say, “Honey,
I'd die for you.” And there she is in the kitchafter a busy day, with all the kids and the supper
dishes all around, and she responds, “Well, that's, dear. But while you are waiting to die for
me, would you please load the dishwasher?” Thitesvay you love your wife. You help her.
You make your wife feel that she is treasured drad you will lay down your life for her in
serving her spiritual good.

May God give us that kind of love.
Let us pray.

Father, we thank Thee for Thy Word. It ig@d Word to us—a Word that corrects us, a
Word that always points us to the cross for ouergjth and for our forgiveness. Now, Lord,
work profoundly in our hearts that we might humbleselves daily before the cross, confess our
pride and sin and live in that self-denying, saciaf and wonderful love of Jesus Christ. We
pray this in His name, Amen.



